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CHAPTEB  XLin 

DBOUNWG  HEALTH  OF  CHABLIM,  DUKE  OF  BUCCUrUCH. 
—  LBTTEB  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  QUEEN  CHABLOmi.  — 
FBOVniOIAL  ANTKJUITIEg,  ETC.  —  EXTENSIVE  BALE 
OF  COrTBIOHTS  TO  CONSTABLE  AND  CO.  —  DEATH  OF 
MB.  CHABLES  CABPENTEB.  —  SCOTT  ACCEPTS  THE  OF- 
FEB  OF  A  BARONETCY.  —  HE  DECLINES  TO  BENEW 
ma  APPUCATION  FOB  A  SEAT  ON  THE  EXCHEQDEB 
BENCH.  —  LETTEBS  TO  MOBBITT,  BICHABDSON,  HISS 
BAILLIE,  THE  DUKE  OF  BUCCLEUCH,  LOBD  MONTAGU, 
AND  CAPTAIN  PEBOCBON.  —  BOB  BOT  PLATED  AT 
EDINBUBOH.  —  LBTTEB  FBOM  JEDEDIAH  CLEI8HD0TBAM 
TO  MB.  CHABLE8  MACKAT 

1818-1819 

I  HAVE  now  to  introduce  a  melancholy  subieot— one 
rf  the  greatest  afflictions  that  ever  Scott  enoountsred 
The  health  of  Charles,  Duke  of  Buodeuoh  was  by  this 
tame  beginning  to  give  way,  and  Scott  thought  it  his 
dojy  to  intimate  his  very  serious  apprehensions  to  his 
noble  friend  s  brother. 

TO  THE  WQHT  BOH.  LORD  MONTAOU,  DUTON  PARK,  WnTOOB. 

„  ^  EnnramioH,  lath  NoTwii1i«r,  18la 

Mt  deab  Lobd,  —  I  am  about  to  write  to  you  with 
feelings  of  the  deepest  anxiety.  I  have  hesitated  for  two 
or  Uiree  days  whether  I  should  communicate  to  your 
lordship  the  smcere  alarm  which  I  entertain  on  account 
of  the  Duke's  present  state  of  health,  but  I  have  come 


1. 
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a  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT        mt.  47 

to  MMUide  my«U,  that  it  wiU  be  diioh»rging  a  pwt  rf 
the  duty  which  1  owe  to  him,  to  mention  my  owB  mort 
dirtre»ing  appreheniione.  I  wa.  at  the  cattle-ihow  on 
the  6th,  Z>i  «eouted  the  delegated  UA  ot  t«|fr-*«' 
„d  »  forth.  I  wa.  toU  by  •  •  •  "that  the  Duke  b 
nnder  the  influence  of  the  murUtio  bath,  which  oooaiion. 
a  mod  deal  of  uneaeineu  when  the  medicine  1.  m  poeM»- 
rim  of  the  .yrtem.  The  Duke  obMrved  tfie  ttnotoit 
diet,  and  remained  only  a  ehort  time  at  tabl^  leaving 

me  to  do  the  honor.,  which  I  did  with  a  »"»YT.TJ^. 
endeavoring,  however,  to  pereuade  myeelf  that  • 

account,  and  the  natural  depre..ion  of  .pint,  incidental 
to  hi.  finding  himMlf  unable  for  the  time  to  ducharge 
the  duty  to  hi.  guct.,  which  no  man  could  do  with  io 
much  grace  and  kindnew,  were  .ufflcient  to  account  for 
the  alteration  of  hi.  manner  and  appearance.     I  .p«it 
Monday  with  him  quietly  and  alone,  and  I  mu.t  «y  that 
all  I  WW  and  heard  wa.  calculated  to  give  me  the  great- 
e.t  pain.    Hi.  .trength  i.  much  leu,  his  spinta  lower, 
and  hiT  general  appearance  far  more  unfavorable  than 
when  I  left  him  at  DrumUnrig  a  few  week,  before. 
What  •  •  •  *,  and  indeed  what  the  Duke  hmrnelf ,  ray. 
of  the  medicine,  may  be  true-but  •  •  •  •  "J^J^ 
■mine,  and,  like  all  the  perronal  phy.ician.  »tt»<>b«^*» 
a  perron  of  such  conwiquence,  he  i.  too  much  addicted 
to  a«> placebo-lit  least  I  think  »-too  apt  to  few  to 
rive  offence  by  contradiction,  or  by  toUing  that  wrt  of 
tenth  which  may  controvert  the  wiAe.  or  habit,  of  hu 
patient.     I  feel  I  am  communicating  much  pain  to  yonr 
Lordship,  but  I  am  .ure  that,  excepting  yourself,  there 
is  not  a  man  in  the  world  whose  Mrrow  and  apprehension 
oonU  exceed  mine  in  having  suet  a  task  to  discharge; 
for,  a.  your  Lordship  weU  knows,  the  ties  which  bind 
me  to  your  exoeUent  brother  are  of  a  much  stronger  taid 
than  usuaUy  connect  perwns  so  different  m  rank.     iJnt 
the  alteration  in  voice  and  penwn,  in  features,  and  m 
apirits,  all  argue  the  decay  of  natural  rtiength,  and  the 
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bwMie  of  iome  internal  diiorder,  whioh  is  gradiuUT 
Wnmpliing  over  tlie  •y.tem.  Much  luu  been  done  in 
theee  ouet  by  change  of  olimate.  I  hinted  thi*  to  the 
Dtk»  at  Dnunlanrig,  but  I  foond  hU  mind  totallv  arene 
to  it.  Bnt  he  made  lome  inqniriei  of  Harden  (juit  re- 
tarned  from  It»lj\  which  leemed  to  imply  that  ,t  leut 
the  idea  of  a  wmter  in  Italy  or  the  eouth  of  France  was 
not  altogether  out  of  his  oonsideration.  Your  Lordshio 
will  consider  whether  he  can  or  ought  to  be  pressed  upon 
ttis  pomt.  He  is  partial  to  SootUnd,  and  feels  tte 
many  high  duties  which  bind  him  to  it.  But  the  air  of 
ttos  country,  with  iu  alternations  of  moisture  and  dry 
ftost,  although  excellent  for  a  healthy  person,  is  verv 
trying  to  a  valetu^  narian.  ^ 

I  should  not  have  thought  of  volunteering  to  commu- 
moato  such  unpleasant  news,  but  that  the  family  do  not 
seem  Janned.    I  am  not  surprised  at  this,  because. 

I^lv.^T'  ^- '"?'"'.  "  "'y  l^"^'  ■'  "  »»" 
easily  traced  by  a  friend  who  sees  the  patient  from  inter- 

I^i^l",-  n?''  ^  •>?  t^  afFectionato  eyes  which  are 
daily  beholding  him. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Lord.  God  knows  yon  will  scaiw 
Mid  this  letter  witJi  more  pain  than  I  feel  in  writing  it. 
But  It  seems  md.spensable  to  me  to  communicate  my 
smtunent.  of  the  Duke's  present  situation  to  hi,  nearest 
rdatjon  and  dearest  friend.  Hi.  life  is  invaluable  to  his 
ommtay  and  to  his  famUy,  and  how  dear  it  is  to  his 
fa«ud.  can  only  be  estimated  by  those  who  know  the 
^ndness  of  his  understanding,   the    uprightness  and 

I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,  most  truly  yours, 
Walter  Sooit. 

Scott's  letters  of  this  and  the  two  foUowing  months 
D^kl'Jr"^  occupied  with  the  painful  subj^t  of  the 
Duke  of  Bucdeuoh'.  health,  but  those  addreied  to  hi. 
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Gnc*  himielf  uc,  b  general,  in  %  more  jocoee  rtnin  than 
oioal.  Hii  <riend'»  •piiito  wen  •inking,  end  be  exerted 
hiniwU  in  this  way,  in  the  hope  of  amueing  the  botire  of 
languor  at  Bowhill.  Tbete  lettere  are  headed  "Edio' 
borgh  Qasette  Extraordinary,"  No.  1,  No.  2,  and  lo  on; 
but  tltey  deal  w  much  in  langhable  goeeip  about  penoni 
■till  liring,  that  I  find  it  dUBonlt  to  make  any  extraote 
from  them.  The  following  paragraphi,  however,  from 
the  Gaxette  of  November  ^e  20th,  give  a  little  informa- 
tion aa  to  hie  own  minor  literary  labora :  — 

"The  article  on  Qouigaud'i  Narrative'  it  by  a  certain 
Vimx  Rmtier  of  your  Grace's  acquaintance,  who  would 
willingly  have  some  militaiy  hints  from  you  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  article,  if  at  any  time  you  should  feel 
disposed  to  amuse  yourself  with  looking  at  the  General's 
most  marvellous  performance.  His  lies  are  certainly 
like  the  father  who  l>egot  them.  Do  not  think  that  at 
any  time  the  liiile  trumpery  intelligence  this  place  affords 
can  interrupt  my  labors,  while  it  amuses  your  Grace.  I 
can  scribble  as  fast  in  the  Court  of  Session  as  anywhere 
else,  without  tbe  least  loss  of  time  or  hindrance  ol  busi- 
ness. At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  laughing  at  the 
miscellaneous  trash  I  have  been  putting  out  of  my  hand, 
and  the  various  motives  which  made  me  undertake  the 
jobs.  An  article  for  the  Edinburgh  Review'  —  this  for 
the  love  of  Jeffrey,  the  editor  —  Uie  first  for  ten  years. 
Do.,  being  the  article  Drama  for  the  EnoydopBdia  — 
this  for  the  sake  of  Mr.  Constable,  the  publisher.  Do. 
for  the  Blackwoodian  Magazine  —  this  for  love  of  the 
cause  I  espoused.  Do.  for  the  Quarterly  Review  ■  —  this 
for  the  love  of  myself,  I  believe,  or,  which  is  the  1 


1  Artiola  on  Omni  Omrgaad'i  Miauira  in  Bladamd'i  Mafiuine  tor 
NoTemlxr,  1818. 

3  Artiel«  on  MAtnrin'f  Womtn,  or  Poor  tt  Cootrt.  (MuctUoMoiu  Prom 
World,  vol.  zriii.) 

•  Anidt  on  CUUt  BoroU,  Cuto  IV.  (XitalUumiu  Pnm  Work,, 
ToL  xriL) 
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more  moyno,  ud  w  forth.  .  ^ 

up  to  meet  me  >t  BowhiU  uid   .  ,„  J  •  "^  •""' 

Friday  niirht    I  ™„         1       '  '"PP™""?  ■»«  to  come  01 

st-i'  S-lr  '^--irB^-rts: 
3?5-£e^orrjd-^^-:r;?-^»^^^^^^^^ 

S^Z^enl!^  "••  ^  ^^'''''  *^  """•'"l  *~li»g  .t 

«d't°reI"^S?  '°f ;??  °"  Q"~"-   S""*  h"  only  had  the 

oWd  thl^  •     ^  '*/'"P'  •  "Weot  might  l-are 
oioMd  toe  scene  earlier.     I  tmr  n,^  •«•    i.    .  ^t"    ' 

on  public  manner.-  we«  tl,«»  I.  ^       'i*'/*  '^''  *™°' 
of  (be  dra^^tL"  7        T  ^"'  »  '"«'"  «*  t^e  back 

J- ...  .^';ruJr4^':rb.'ns^L",£■ 
•uunu      tea  4,  „o„  jgjj^  ^^^j^^ 
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(amen.  Ont  h»U  of  tta  miioliW  li  doni  by  lb*  pub- 
lloitT  of  the  era,  which  oorropU  thoM  whioh  in  dmt  tt* 
influniM,  «iid  fllU  with  diqfiut  ind  •ppi.bMukm  OoM 
to  whom  it  doet  not  diiwrtly  ntM>d.  Honert  old  Et». 
Irn'i  Moount  o!  ChwlM  th*  Swxmd'i  court  prHMi  od 
ooc-i  MCoUeotion,  ud  p»pM»  th»  mind  lor  »iixioni 

*'*?^WMdi  the  end  of  Ihii  month  Scott  rwJoiTed  from  hif 
kind  friend  Lord  Sidmouth,  then  Secretary  of  SUto  Ux 
the  Home  Depirtment,  the  fonn»l  announcement  of  the 
Prince  Kegenfe  detire  (which  had  been  P'i»»»«'y  ~^ 
municated  wme  monthe  earlier  through  the  Lord  Chief 
Commiuioner  Adam)  to  confer  on  him  the  rank  of  Baro- 
net.    "When  Scott  fint  heard  of  the  Kegenfi  gracioni 
intention,  he  had  rignified  ooniiderable  henUtion  abovt 
the  prudence  of  bii  accepting  any  euch  aooewion  of  ra-,  <; 
for  it  h.d  not  escaped  hie  obeerration,  that  luoh  airy 
■oundi,  however  modeiUy  peopbi  may  be  dUpoeed  to 
eetimate  them,  are  apt  to  entail  in  the  npdiot  additional 
ooet  upon  their  way  of  living,  and  to  affect  aooordmgly 
the  plaetio  faooie.,  feeling.,  and  habite  of  their  children. 
But  Lord  Sidmouth'*  letter  happened  to  reach  him  a  few 
daye  after  he  had  heard  of  the  sudden  death  of  his  wife  • 
brother,  Charles  Carpenter,   who  had  bequeathed  Um 
reversion  of  his  fortune  to  hin  sister's  family;  »nd  tUa 
circumstance  disposed  Scott  to  waive  his  scruples,  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  the  professional  advantage  of  his  oMeit 
Kn,  who  had  by  this  time  fixed  on  the  life  of  a  foldier. 
As  is  usuaUy  the  case,  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Carpenter  • 
property  transmitted  at  the  time  to  England  proved  to 
havVbeen  an  exaggerated  one;  as  nearly  as  n  '  present 
information  goes,  the  amount  was  doubled.     But  as  to 
the  only  question  of  any  interest,  to  wit,  how  Scott  him- 
seU  felt  on  all  thes^  matters  at  the  moment,  the  foUow- 
inz  letter  to  one  whom  he  had  long  leaned  to  as  a  bro- 
ther,  wiU  be  more  satisfactory  than  anything  else  it  11 
in  my  power  to  quote :  — 
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TO  «.  B.  I.  MOUm,  ■«.,  M.  »,  BOKUT. 

Mt  diab  MoRBirr,  - 1  know  you  an  iDdiffennt  to 
Botbing  tut  oonomit  ni,  and  tbenfora  I  take  an  mtIt 
OBportimi^  to  aoquaint  you  with  the  mixtnn  of  arU  and 
food  which  hai  vary  lately  befallen  ui.  On  Satuidar 
iaat  we  had  the  adrice  of  the  d«Mh  of  my  wUe'i  brother, 
Zrf  i'»T»'>«*'.  oonuneroial  rendent  at  Salem,  in  the 
M|^  E.t»blijhm.nt.  Thi.  erent  ha.  giren  her  gnat 
«««««..  She  ha.  not,  that  we  know  of,  a  .ingle  blood- 
relation  left  m  the  world,  for  her  uncle,  the  CheyJier  da 

hare  been  kiUed  In  the  campaign  of  1818.  My  wife  ha. 
b«m  very  unweU  for  two  day.,  and  U  only  now  ritting 
^  and  muing  with  n..  Sh.  ha.  that  .ympathy  which 
w.  «  Jl  bound  to  pay,  but  feel,  .he  wantathat  per- 
•onal  mtermt  m  her  wrtow  which  could  only  be  groun!^ 
on  a  r-nonal  acquaintance  with  the  deceawd. 

JZ'i?^*".^'^^*^^*  proprietr,  left  hi.  p«,. 
porty  in  liferent  to  hi.  wife -the  capital  to  my  c^ 
rf^in  illt^'"  *"  """•'"t  to  about  £40,000.  Uuwardi 
of  £80,000  i.  m  the  British  fund.,  the  rUt.  to  L'Z^. 
ta^yJue,  m  Ind»      I  hope  thi.  p.„<pect  of  independ- 

!Zl.^  T  "^'  ,?'  "^^'^  '»"''"•'"  '""that 
wtoih  they  have  uauJly  been -docile,  dutiful,  and  af- 
fochomito.  I  truat  it  will  not.  At  lea.t,  the  flr,t  «. 
^.pn  of  their  feeling,  wa.  honorabkrfor  iTtL  . 
^.mou.  wuh  to  give  up  aU  to  their  mother.     Thi.  I 

tt^  u  iJ^"""  *"  °"*  °*  *^  •J""'*''"!  but  that,  if 
ftey  .hould  be  m  poweMion  at  any  time  of  thi.  prowX 
^y  ought  among  them,  to  ^ttle'an  income  of  X^oH; 
^0  on  their  mother  for  her  lif»,  to  .upply  her  wid.  a 
ftmd  at  her  own  uncontrolled  di.po«l,  for'^Jny  indulgencj 
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or  useful  purpose  that  might  be  required.  Mrs.  Soott 
will  stand  in  no  need  of  this;  but  it  is  a  pity  to  let  kind 
affections  run  to  waste;  and  if  they  never  have  it  in  their 
power  to  pay  such  a  debt,  their  willingness  to  have  done  so 
will  be  a  pleasant  reflection.  I  am  Scotchman  enough 
to  hate  the  breaking  up  of  family  ties,  and  the  too  close 
adherence  to  personal  property.  For  myself,  this  event 
makes  me  neither  richer  nor  poorer  directiy;  but  indi- 
rectly it  will  permit  me  to  do  something  for  my  poor 
brother  Tom's  family,  besides  pleasing  myself  in  "plant- 
ings, and  policiei,  and  biggings,"^  with  a  safe  con- 
science. 

There  is  another  thing  I  have  to  whisper  to  your  faith- 
ful ear.  Our  fat  friend,  being  desirous  to  honor  Litera- 
ture in  my  unworthy  person,  has  intimated  to  me,  by  his 
organ  the  Doctor,'  that,  with  consent  ample  and  unani- 
mous of  all  the  potential  voices  of  all  his  ministers,  each 
more  happy  than  another  of  course  on  so  joyful  an  occa- 
sion, he  proposes  to  dub  me  Baronet.  It  would  be  easy 
saying  a  parcel  of  fine  things  about  my  contempt  of  rank, 
and  so  forth;  but  although  I  would  not  have  gone  a 
step  out  of  my  way  to  have  asked,  or  bought,  or  begged 
or  borrowed  a  distinction,  which  to  me  personally  will 
rather  be  inconvenient  than  otherwise,  yet,  coming  as  it 
does  directly  from  the  source  of  feudal  honors,  and  as 
an  honor,  I  am  really  gratified  with  it;  — especially  as 
it  is  intimated  that  it  is  his  Royal  Highness's  pleasure 
to  heat  the  oven  for  me  expressly,  without  waiting  till 
he  has  some  new  hatch  of  Baronets  ready  in  dough.  In 
plain  English,  I  am  to  be  gazetted  per  se.  My  poor 
friend  Carpenter's  bequest  to  my  family  has  taken  away 

>  I  belieTs  thi.  is  a  quotation  from  lome  old  Sootoh  cbroiiiolw  on  tha 
dunctor  of  King  J«mM  V. 

«  Tht  Doctor  wtB  Mr.  Cuming*!  nicknMno  tor  Lord  Sidmontn,  tno  HO 
ot  nn  aeooniplidied  pli;iician,  the  intinuto  friend  of  the  grent  Lord  Chnt. 
hnm.  Mr.  Sheridnn,  »hen  the  Scotch  Memboie  deserted  the  Addingtom 
•dminietntion  npon  •  trying  yote,  h«d  the  giuse  to  e.y  to  the  Premiw, 
•cmathe  tohle  of  the  Honaeof  Commoni,—  "  Doctor  I  theThsun  «T 
fiomtheel" 
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a  oeptain  degree  of  impecunionty,  a  necessity  of  savins 
oheese-panngs  and  oandle^nds,  which  always  looks  in- 
consistent  with  any  little  pretension  to  rank.     But  as 
things  now  stand,  Advance  banners  in  the  name  of  God 
and  Saint  Andrew.     Remember,  I  anticipate  the  jest, 
1  like  not  such  grinning  honor  as  Sir  Walter  hath."" 
After  all,  if  one  must  speak  for  himself,  I  have  my  guar- 
tors  and  emblazonments,  free  of  all  stain  but  Border 
theft  and  High  Treason,  which  I  hope  are  gentlemanlike 
crimes;  and  I  hope  Sir  Walter  Scott  will  not  sound 
worse  aian  Sir  H-jmphry  Davy,  though  my  merits  are 
as  much  under  his,  in  point  of  utility,  as  can  well  be 
un^ed.     But  a  name  is  something,  and  mine  is  the 
better  of  the  two.     Set  down  this  flourish  to  the  account 
of  national  and  provincial  pride,  for  you  must  know  we 
have  more  Messieurs  de  Sotenville»  in  our  Border  conn- 
ties  than  anywhere  else  in  the  Lowlands  - 1  cannot  sav 
for  the  Highlands.    The  Duke  of  Buceleuch,  greatly  to 
my  joy,  resolves  to  go  to  France  for  a  season.     Adam 
Ferguson   g«,s    with    him,   to  glad  him   by  the  way. 
Charlotte  and  the  young  folks  join  in  kind  complimenta. 
Most  truly  yours,  Walter  Scott. 

A  few  additional  circumstances  are  given  in  a  letter  of 
the  same  week  to  Joanna  Baillie.  To  her,  after  mention, 
ing  tto  testamentary  provUions  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  Scott 

Mt  de^  Fbiend,  -I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  Uttle 
secret.  I  have  changed  my  mind,  or  rather  existing  cir- 
cumstances have  led  to  my  altering  my  opinions  in  a  case 
of  sublunary  honor.  I  have  now  before  me  Lord  Sid- 
mouth  s  letter,  containing  the  Prince's  gracious  and  un- 
solicited mtontion  to  give  me  a  Baronetcy.  It  will  nei- 
ther make  me  better  nor  worse  than  I  feel  myself —  in 

*  OM  Hobira'a  Georgt  Dandin. 
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fact  it  will  be  an  incumbrance  rather  than  otherwise;  but 
itmay  be  of  consequence  to  Walter,  for  the  title  ..worth 
something  in  the  army,  althongh  not  in  a  leaned  pro*». 
sion  The  Duke  of  Bucoleuoh  and  Scott  of  Harden,  who, 
a,  the  heads  of  my  clan  and  the  sources  of  my  gentry. 
a«  good  judges  of  what  I  ought  to  do,  have  both  p«n 
me  &Z  earnest  opinion  to  accept  of  '^}°'^°'^^y 
derived  from  the  source  of  honor,  and  neither  begged  nor 
bought,  as  is  the  usual  fashion.  Several  of  my  ancestors 
bore  the  title  in  the  seventeenth  century;  a"*/*"  '*  «* 
oonsequenx,  I  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  «Je  de- 
cent  and  respectable  persons  who  connect  me  with  that 
period  when  they  carried  into  the  field,  like  Madoc- 
»  The  oteiOTirt,  at  »ho»  glwoi  th«  Comirian  oft, 
ComiiigU"  peril""  *"»>™>"'™*"*  ~ 

SO  that,  as  a  gentleman,  I  may  stand  on  as  good  a  foot- 
ing  as  other  new  creations.  P-ospectmg  the  reasons  pe- 
cvdiar  to  myself  which  have  made  the  Pnnoe  "how  ^is 
respect  for  general  literature  in  my  person,  I  cannot  be 
a  g»d  judie,  and  your  friendly  «al  wU  mate  yon  a 
pa^ial  oneT  the  purpose  is  fair,  honorable,  »»d  credit- 
able  to  the  Sovereign,  even  though  it  should  number  him 
among  the  monarchs  who  made  blunders  in  literary  pat- 
ronage.    You  know  Pope  says :  — 

"The  Hero  WnH»m,«iid  the  MMtjiCliMlee,  _ 

One  knighted  Blustanote,  Mid  ono  pennoned  QnaiUe. 
So  let  the  intention  sanctify  the  error,  if  there  should  be 
one  on  this  great  occasion.  The  time  of  this  grand  affair 
is  uncertain:  it  is  coupled  with  an  invitation  to  London, 
which  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  me  to  accept,  imleM 
it  should  happen  that  I  am  caUed  l»  come  up  by  the  af  - 
fairs  of  poor  Carpenter's  estate.  Indeed,  the  prospecta  of 
my  chUdren  form  the  principal  reason  for  a  change  of  sen- 
timents  upon  this  flattering  offer,  joined  to  my  belief  ttat, 
though  I  may  stUl  be  a  scribbler  from  inveterate  habit,  1 
shall  hardly  engage  again  in  any  work  of  consequence. 
>  ImiloliMii  0/  Borau.    B.  u.  Ep.  1. 1. 88«. 
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We  had  a  delightful  visit  from  the  Riohard«on»,  only 
rather  too  short.     He  will  give  you  a  picture  of  Abbots- 
ford,  but  not  as  it  exists  in  my  mind's  eye,  waving  with 
all  its  future  honors.     The  pinasters  are  thriving  very 
well,  and  in  a  year  or  two  more  Joanna's  Bower  will  be 
worthy  of  the  name.    At  present  it  is  like  Sir  Roger  de 
Coverley's  portrait,  which  hovered  between  its  resem- 
blMoe  to  the  good  knight  and  to  a  Saracen.     Now  the 
said  bower  has  still  such  a  resemblance  to  its  original 
character  of  a  gr:   el  pit,  that  it  is  not  fit  to  be  shown 
to  "bairns  and  fools,"  who,  according  to  our  old  canny 
proverb,  should  never  see  half-done  work;  but  Nature, 
if  she  works  slowly,  works  surely,  and  your  laurels  at 
Abbotsford  will  soon  flourish  as  fair  as  those  you  have 
won  on  Parnassus.     I  rather  fear  that  a  quantity  of 
^e,  which  was  shipped  awhile  ago  at  Inverness  for  the 
Doctor,  never  reached  him:  it  is  rather  a  transitory  com- 
modity in  London;  there  were  ptarmigan,  grouse,  and 
bhick  game.     I  shall  be  grieved  if  they  have  miscarried. 
—  My  health,  thank  God,  continues  as  strong  as  at  any 
period  in  my  life;  only  I  think  of  rule  and  diet  more 
than  I  used  to  do,  and  observe  as  much  as  in  me  lies 
the  advice  of  my  friendly  physician,  who  took  such  kind 
care  of  me:  my  best  respects  attend  him,  M:     Baillie, 
and  Mrs.  Agnes.     Ever,  my  dear  friend,  most  faithfully 

yours,  yf    g 

In  the  next  of  these  letters  Scott  alludes,  among  other 
thmgs,  to  a  scene  o*  innocent  pleasure  which  I  often 
witaessed  afterwards.  The  whole  of  the  ancient  ceremo- 
nial  of  the  daft  days,  as  they  are  called  in  Scotland,  ob- 
tamed  respect  at  Abbotsford.  He  said  it  was  uncanny, 
and  would  certainly  have  felt  it  very  uncomfortable,  not 
to  welcome  the  new  year  in  the  midst  of  his  famUy  and 
a  few  old  friends,  with  the  immemorial  libation  of  a  ket 
pint;  but  of  all  the  consecrated  ceremonies  of  the  time, 
none  gave  him  such  delight  as  the  visit  which  he  received 
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aa  Laird  from  all  the  oUldnn  on  his  estate,  on  the  hut 
morning  of  every  December  —  when,  in  the  words  of  an 
obscure  poet  often  quoted  by  him, 

*'  Tfa«  eottegt  bain*  nng  blithe  ud  gsy. 
At  the  fajt'  door  for  kogmanagy 

TO  MISS  JOAXNA  BAILLIE,  HAHrSTSAD. 

ABBOTsroBD,  1ft  Janoarj,  1811L 
Mt  dear  Friend,  — Many  thanks  for  your  kind  let- 
ter.    Ten  brace  of   ptarmigan    sailed  from  Invci-^ess 
about  the  24th,  directed  for  Dr.  Baillie;  —  if  they  should 
have  reached,  I  hope  you  would  seize  some  for  yourself 
and  friends,  as  I  learn  the  Doctor  is  on  duty  at  Windsor. 
I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  vessel,  but  they  were  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  Baillie,  London,  which  I  trust  was  enough, 
for  there  are  not  two.    The  Doctor  has  been  exercising 
his  skill  upon  my  dear  friend  and  chief,  the  Duke  of 
Bucoleuch,  to  whom  I  am  more  attached  than  to  any 
person  beyond  the  reach  of  my  own  family,  and  has  ad- 
vised him  to  do  what,  by  my  earnest  advice,  he  ought  to 
have  done  three  years  ago  — namely,  to  go  to  Lisbon: 
he  left  this  vicinity  with  much  reluctance  to  go  to  Tou- 
louse, but  if  he  will  be  advised,  should  not  stop  save  in 
Portugal  or  the  south  of  Spain.     The  Duke  is  one  of 
those  retired  u  id  high-spirited  men  who  will  never  be 
known  until  the  world  asks  what  became  of  the  huge  oak 
that  grew  on  the  brow  of  the  bill,  and  sheltered  such  an 
extent  of  ground.     During  the  late  distress,  though  his 
own  immense  rents  remained  in  arrears,  and  though  I 
know  he  was  pinched  for  money,  as  all  men  were,  but 
more  especially  the  possessors  of  entailed  estates,  he 
absented  himself  from  London  in  order  to  pay  with  ease 
to  himself  the  laborers  employed  on  his  various  estates. 
These  amounted  (for  I  hive  often  seen  the  roll  and  helped 
to  check  it)  to  nine  hmidred  and  fifty  men,  working  at 
day  wages,  each  of  whom  on  a  moderate  average  might 
maintain   three   persons,   since  the   single  men   have 


«8«9  HOGMANAY  „ 

rl^r  ^''**^  "  "  '"""•erful  low  much  even 

SoottMh  laborer,  who  is  in  hi,  natural  state  Trwf  „:! 

iwmgs,  and  in  truth  I  have  limited  my  other  habitTrf 
expense  very  much  since  I  feU  into  the  hahJf  !^*         , 

ported  by  their  fathers'  or  brothers'  labor   oZl^i    '^ 

their  becks  Ld  Ws      Ct  aft!      7  ^f"^''  ""^  °* 
lit.  v^^    •     ■      ,  *°°™  t^*"'  situation.     BbsMpb 

tiam,  but  what  can  ?^wii'te  to  vo^  Tt  °*  ""^  "So- 
uppermost  in  my  own"  t^hte  •  Cd  b^  '  T  r:"^'  " 
old  plantation,  and  v^t^\Tj  "°  ^'  '""""S 

what  has  been  d»e,  S^n„w  doLT;  ?'"'  "'"''""S 
one  would  do  but  myself  Ld*^  ^i' I '"PP*««  "o 
".agical  transfon^ations  K  1  JlT^'f  "^  *"  "^ 
aforesaid  genii,  coniWdn    tl         "J^  ""^  ^^^  "*  '•■« 
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renudn  in  E''inbiirgh  to  look  after  their  lenoiu,  and 
Walter,  though  panionately  fond  of  shooting,  only  stayed 
three  days  with  us,  his  mind  mnn'"g  entirely  on  mathe- 
matios  and  fortifloation,  French  and  Oennan.  One  of 
the  exoellenoies  of  Abbotsford  is  yery  bad  pens  and^  ink; 
and  besides,  this  being  New  Year's  Day,  and  my  writing- 
room  above  the  servants'  hall,  the  progress  of  my  oorre- 
spondenoe  is  a  little  interrupted  by  the  Piper  singing 
Gaelic  songs  to  the  servants,  and  their  applause  in  conse- 
quence. Adieu,  my  good  and  indulgent  friend:  the  best 
influences  of  the  New  Year  attend  you  and  yours,  who 
so  well  deserve  all  that  they  can  bring.  Most  affection- 
ately yours,  Walter  Scott. 

Before  quitting  the  year  1818, 1  ought  to  have  men- 
tioned that  among  Scott's  miscellaneous  occupations  in 
its  autumn,  he  found  time  to  contribute  some  curious 
materials  toward  a  new  edition  of  Burt's  Letters  from 
the  North  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  undertaken  by 
his  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Robert  Jameson.  _  During  the 
winter  session  he  appears  to  have  made  little  progren 
with  his  novel;  his  painful  seizures  of  cramp  were  again 
recurring  frequently,  and  he  probibly  thought  it  better 
to  allow  the  story  of  Lammermoor  to  lie  over  until  his 
health  should  be  reestablished.  In  ^be  mean  time  he 
drew  1)')  a  set  of  topographical  and  historical  essays, 
which  originally  app«>red  in  the  successive  numbers  of 
the  splendidly  illustrated  work,  entitled  Provincial  An- 
tiquities of  Scotland.'  But  he  did  this  merely  to  gratify 
his  own  love  of  the  subject,  and  because,  well  or  ill,  he 
must  be  doing  something.  He  declined  all  pecuniary 
recompense;  but  afterwards,  when  the  success  of  the 
pvblication  was  secure,  accepted  from  the  proprietors 
some  of  the  beautiful  drawings  by  Turner,  Thomson,  and 
other  artists,  which  had  been  prepared  to  accompany  his 

1  TliaM  duimiiig  ew>;i  an  now  npriitad  is  hb  VunfioMOM  PrCK 
WartM  (Edition  18M)  ToL  yO. 
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remarkable,-^  oo^Uit^i^^^^T^^'?":' 

^Atxsr&i^  KeT  ^^:  4  ^'^ 

t-fe^d  were,  ^i^^in^^  i.^t^r^Jl''  *">» 
Do.  Jo OoyMMBMtaj. 

^     f  •' :   : : :  t^- 

a>.  d^    : ''•■-'?  MTLBrffcnd.lrtS.ri^ 

Da  do.    .    .    ■    ■    '    ■  °°-  2d  SoriM. 

Do.  do         BiMJofTriMin^. 

Do.  do! HMoUtli.D,M,tlMi 

Do.  Z SrTri««n. 

Do.  do. Kodoriok  (MiMtioD. 

Oo.  boiogooooihiof'    ■    ■  nr'^'!- 

jr  uurmg  nis  Me,  under  a  penalty  of  ^£2000. 
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I  nuy  obMrre,  thkt  lutd  theM  bookMllen  foUlled 
their  part  of  thu  ignement,  by  paying  off,  prior  to  their 
inBoWency  in  1826,  the  whole  boncU  for  X12,000,  which 
they  ligned  on  the  2d  of  February,  1819,  no  interest  in 
tlie  copyright*  above  tpeoifled  oould  'uave  been  expected 
to  revert  to  the  Author  of  Waverley:  but  more  of  thii 
in  due  Beason. 

He  allude*  to  the  progrcH  of  the  treaty  in  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  Captain  Adam  Ferguson,  who  lutd,  a*  has 
already  appeared,  left  Scotland  with  the  Dulce  of  Bno- 
cleuch.  His  Qrace  hearing,  when  in  London,  that  (me 
of  the  Barons  of  Exchequer  at  Edinburgh  meant  speedily 
to  resign,  the  Captain  had,  by  his  desire,  written  to  urge 
on  Scott  the  propriety  of  renewing  his  application  for 
a  seat  on  that  bench;  which,  however,  Soott  at  once  re- 
fused to  do.  There  were  several  reasons  for  this  absti- 
nence; among  others,  he  thoufht  such  a  promotion  at 
this  time  would  interfere  wit.»  a  project  which  he  had 
formed  of  joining  "the  Chief  and  the  Aide-de-Camp  "  in 
the  course  of  the  spring,  and  accomplishing  in  their  so- 
ciety the  tour  of  Portugal  and  Spain  —  perhaps  of  Italy 
also.  Some  such  excursion  had  been  strongly  recom- 
mended to  him  by  his  own  physicians,  as  the  likJiest 
means  of  interrupting  those  habits  of  sedul  jus  exertion 
at  the  desk,  which  they  all  regarded  as  the  true  source 
of  his  recent  ailments,  and  the  only  serious  obstacle  to 
his  cure;  and  his  standing  as  a  Clerh  of  Session,  consid- 
ering how  largely  he  had  labored  in  that  capacity  for 
infirm  brethren,  would  have  easily  secured  him  a  twelve- 
month's leave  of  absence  from  the  Judges  of  his  Court. 
But  the  principal  motive  was,  as  we  shall  see,  his  reluc- 
tance to  interfere  with  the  claims  of  the  then  Sherifi  of 
Mid-Lothian,  his  own  and  Ferguson's  old  friend  and 
schoolfellow.  Sir  William  Bae — who,  however,  accepted 
the  more  ambitious  post  of  Lord  Advocate,  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  summer. 
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TO  (UPTAW  ABA.  ™o™o»,  DBK,  ,A«.  WDtl*,.. 

to  jMbe  (I  beg  hu  pardon.  Sir  John)  Pe,rt«e',  w«  • 
H.  hj.  merited  the  ouriiion  «.  Aa««.  J  be-lSeThe  ^^ 

travel,  *h8t  I  am  not  sure  at  aU  whether  T  Jk.n     . 

Switzerland;  that  a,  providing  the  .tfte  of  S„»^ Vn 
jJlow  me,  ^a,  t  „y  unrea«,nable  d^^,:,  J*^" 
to  get  from  Lisbon  to  Madrid,  and  thence  t^  Gib^*! 


Ill 
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I  un  datermincd  to  ro3  a  little  about,  for  I  1ut«  loit 
mnoh  of  my  niual  Tiawi  of  mmmer  pleaton  hate.  Bnt 
I  trust  we  ihall  hare  one  day  the  Maid  of  Lorn  (reoor- 
wed  of  her  lamenesi),  and  Charlie  Stuart  (reoonciled  to 
boge),  and  Sibyl  Orry  (no  longer  retrograde),  and  the 
Duke  Mt  op  by  a  iouthem  climate,  and  hie  military  and 
civil  aidea-de-oamp,  with  all  the  rout  of  yonnkers  and 
doge,  and  a  brown  hilliide,  introductory  to  a  good  din- 
ner at  Bowbill  or  Drumlanrig,  and  a  merry  evening. 
Amen,  and  Ood  tend  it.  Ai  to  my  mouth  being  (topped 
with  the  froth  of  the  title,  that  it,  ae  the  learned  Par- 
tridge layi,  a  noa  tequitw.  You  know  the  schoolboy'i 
expedient  of  first  asking  mustard  for  his  beef,  and  then 
beef  for  his  mustard.  Now,  as  they  put  the  mustard  on 
my  plate,  without  my  asking  it,  I  shall  consider  myself, 
time  and  place  serving,  as  entitled  to  ask  a  slice  of  beef; 
that  is  to  say,  I  would  do  so  if  I  cared  much  about  it; 
but  as  it  is,  I  trust  it  to  time  and  chance,  which,  as  you, 
dear  Adam,  know,  have  (added  to  the  exertions  of  kind 
friends)  been  wonderful  allies  of  mine.  People  usuaUy 
wish  their  letters  to  com»  to  hand,  but  I  hope  yon  will 
not  receive  this  in  Britain.  I  am  impatient  to  hear  you 
have  sailed.  All  here  are  well  and  hearty.  The  Bar- 
onet '  and  I  propose  to  go  up  to  the  Castle  to-morrow  to 
fix  on  the  most  convenient  floor  of  the  Crown  House  for 
your  mansion,  in  hopes  you  will  stand  treat  for  gin-grog 
and  Cheshire  cheese  on  your  return,  to  reward  our  labor. 
The  whole  expense  will  fall  within  the  Treasury  order, 
and  it  is  important  to  see  things  made  convenient.  I 
will  write  a  long  letter  to  the  Duke  to  Lisbon.  Yours 
ever,  Walter  Scott. 

P.  S.  —No  news  here,  but  that  the  goodly  hulk  of 
conceit  and  tallow,  which  was  called  Macculloch,  of  the 
Boyal  Hotel,  Prince's  Street,  was  put  to  bed  dead-drunk 
on  Wednesday  night,  and  taken  out  the  next  morning 
dead-by-itself-dead.  Mair  skaith  at  SheriSmuir. 
1  Mr.  William  Cluk. 
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flnane  •uocmHuI  1    _,'"""*•"  gMd  to  hear  the 

KStT"^— "-^"-■.^ 

™  to  In  f  °^  "•  "P  '■"»  •  "''"'«  and  oom«J 

<»;sr-::jL^rt^t7Ji%ifr^*r  "■" 
jp«.^g  a^r^Tz  S'r;  tt"'  •'•■  ^• 

•t  doe.,  and  I  finding  my««  and  mW '  '^*.<»°'."'«  " 
•t«>oe.  which  will  nof  .S.  <r  ^  """"y  '"  O'""™- 
think  there  wo^ld  ll  T        ^^  f^'"  ''"'  ridiculous.  I 

-cepting^hlt  t  offer^Te't  S.*""""''^  *'""  •- 
the  SoTereign  a.  a  marhof  f.?  ^  !■  *fP™"  "^  "^ 
you  be  so  kind  Jl  ?    •   °\"^<""  ""d  distinction.     Will 
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ditmU  *acordingl7,  not  knowing  MMtly  whm  tUt  noM 
title  ni»y  detoend  upon  dm.  I  un  »fr»»d  tl»  ■•uo*  ll 
ntlMr  tmurt.  I  tltould  lib  llw  to  Imow  wlimt  U  to  te 
done  iMiKcting  ngiitntion  of  uma  and  w  forth.  Wffl 
you  m»lie  thew  inquiriei  for  me  »oMo  voctt  lihould 
not  •uppoie,  from  the  perwim  wlio  lomfltimes  reoeire  thU 
honor,  tliat  there  ii  any  inquiry  about  descent  or  geneal- 
ogy j  mine  were  decent  enough  folki,  and  enjoyed  the 
honor  in  the  leventeenth  century,  lo  I  ihall  not  bo  Bret 
of  the  title;  and  it  will  lound  like  that  of  a  ChrUdan 
knight,  aa  Sir  Sidney  Smith  taid. 

I  had  a  letter  from  our  immortal  Joanna  lome  fort- 
night linoe,  when  I  wai  enjoying  myeelf  at  Abbotiford. 
Never  wa»  there  inch  a  Mason,  flowers  springing,  birds 
singing,  grubs  eating  the  wheat  — as  if  it  was  the  end 
of  May.     After  aU,  nature  had  a  grotesque  and  incon- 
sistent appearance,  and  I  ooulJ  nc      lelp  thi-.ting  she 
resembled  a  withered  beauty  who  porsista  in  looking 
yonthy,  and  dressing  conform  thereto.     I  thought  the 
loch  should  have  had  its  blue  froien  surface,  and  russet 
all  about  it,  instead  of  an  unnatural  gayety  of  green. 
So  much  are  we  the  children  of  habit,  that  we  cannot 
always  enjoy  thoroughly  the  alterations  which  are  most 
for  our  advantag     —They  have  filled  up  the  historical 
chair  here.     I  own  I  wish  it  had  been  wit"-  our  friend 
Campbell,  whose  genius  is  such  an  honor  to  his  country. 
But  he  has  cast  anchor  I  suppose  in  the  south.     Your 
friend,  Mrs.  Soott,  was  much  er-*.  down  with  her  bro- 
ther's death.     His  bequest  to  my  family  leaves  my  own 
property  much  at  my  own  disposal,  which  is  pleasant 
enough.     I  was  foolish  enough  sometimes  to  bo  vexed  at 
the  prospect  of  my  library  being  sold  tub  hatta,  which 
u  now  less  likely  to  happen.    I  always  am,  most  truly 
yours,  Walteb  Scott. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1819,  Soott  witnessed  the  first 
represenUtioD,  on  the  Edinburgh  boards,  of  the  most 
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wxwfB  lenjr  blamU  wm  not  th*  iii«nuf«<!in»i.  Ttl 
^;  of  Rob  Ro,  will  „,^ ^,  U^^ Twdl^ 
•11  it.  p.rt..  M  it  then  WM  l^anSlZJ^^rVZ^ 

Wat -^d  »  w„  th.  Sugald  Creatur. of  .  Mr.  dS- 
«»iwi  m  lu  mott  racy  perfection.     It  wu  eil~m.l„ 

^^"n:  s;rJ^•^;«lXH''s;^LVi.'^• «"'  "^  - 
5j,«.  ««.-•.  w^  JL «.; -c^ir '^i7iS"*oi^-2 
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in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the  Ballantynea,  on  the  fint 
of  these  occurrencea :  — 


TO  MB.  CHABLES  UACKAT,  THKATRE-BOTAL,  XDIH\ 

(Primb.) 

Fbiend  Mackat,  —  My  lawful  occasions  having 
brought  me  from  my  residence  at  Gandercleuch  to  this 
great  city,  it  was  my  lot  to  fall  into  company  with  certain 
friends,  who  impetrated  from  me  a  consent  to  behold  the 
stage-play,  which  hath  been  framed  forth  of  an  history 
entitled  Bob  (seu  potiua  Bobert)  Boy;  which  history, 
although  it  existeth  not  in  mine  erudite  worlc,  entitled 
Tales  of  my  Landlord,  hath  nathless  a  near  relation  in 
style  and  structure  to  those  pleasant  narrations.  Where- 
fore, having  surmounted  those  arguments  whilk  were 
foimded  upon  the  unseemliness  of  a  personage  in  my 
place  and  profession  appearing  in  an  open  stage-play 
house,  and  having  buttoned  the  teminations  of  my  cravat 
into  my  bosom,  in  order  to  preserve  mine  incognito,  and 
indued  an  outer  coat  over  mine  usual  garments,  so  that 
the  hue  thereof  might  not  betray  my  calling,  I  did  place 
myself  (much  elbowed  by  those  who  little  knew  whom 
they  did  incommode)  in  that  place  of  the  Theatre  called 
the  two-shilling  gallery,  and  beheld  the  sho\7  with  great 
delectation,  even  from  the  rising  of  the  curtain  to  the 
fall  thereof. 

Chiefly,  my  facetious  friend,  was  I  enamored  of  the 
very  lively  representation  of  Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie,  in  so 
much  that  I  became  desirous  to  communicate  to  thee  my 
great  admiration  thereof,  nothmg  doubting  that  it  wiU 
give  thee  satisfaction  to  be  apprised  of  the  same.  Yet 
further,  in  case  thou  shouldst  be  of  that  numerous  class 
of  persons  who  set  less  store  by  good  words  than  good 
deeds,  and  understanding  that  thf.re  is  assigned  unto 
each  stage-player  a  special  night,  c  Jled  a  benefit  (it  will 
do  thee  no  harm  to  know  that  the  phrr  -  cometh  from 
two  Latin  words,  bene  and/acio),  on  which  their  friends 
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.(  oii«  of  t^'!  !"ab*ul}ne».  on  Dm  firt 
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TO  CHARLES  MACKAY 


1819  

«rf  patrons  .how  forth  their  benevolence  I  „„„  ^l 
thee  mine  in  the  form  of  a  flve-eU  »«W»  °  ""^ 
express  a  note  for  £'i\  ...       ?  ""  ^'"^  ^o""**.  to 

himself  a  weaver  and  th^  °"1'  P""*"*  *"  *''«  B'aio. 
craft.  TheS';4ter,endre'^^if'~r'*^''' 
"J'  purpose,  business  and  h^th  tlT«^'"'°  ^'  "  " 
the  central  place  of  the  nit  1  fk  Pef'tt-ng,  to  occupy 
fioia^  or  benem  ^      °  '^^  "'S*"  «*  %  ^'1  bene- 

teSeSTl^rxc^^rr  r^"-  ^'  »  *» 
I  trust  thou  wilt  ;:reXrThatis"^''°'?,''*  "  .'=""'°"- 
art  cannot  be  attained  ,ri4o„f  In  k."l"™"'  ^  ">'»• 
can  it  be  extended,  ofevI^^LSd  w  1  T  ""f" 
and  unremitted  exertion-  and  WI.  .f  .  ' '*'"'»°* 
of  a  performer's  prirat^ 'cClf^^i  ''*'  ">«  ^^O"""" 

not  to  let  Bob  EovLri  tw  ^  5'?P.'^'-I  P™y  thee 

%w,  in  "gard  iL':rr^t^jrrdts"fttr:'T'5f 

otherwise  thou  so  8ednln„.l„  nature,  which 

able  national   ;:rtrjtt"'^5^S%:,1"^•«^■'; 
remain  thy  sincere  friend  and  wXtlsh^r      ^"  ~^ 

JeDEDIAH  CliaSHBOTHAM. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV 

BECUBBEHCE  OV  SCOTT's  ILLNESS.  —  DEATH  OF  THE 
DUKE  OP  BUCCLBUOH.  —  LETTBRS  TO  CAPTAIN  FEB- 
G080N,  LOED  MONTAGU,  HB.  80UTHET,  AND  MB. 
8HOBTBEED.  —  SCOTT'S  SUFFERINGS  WHILE  DICTATING 
THE  BBIDE  OF  LAMMEBMOOE.  —  ANECDOTES  BT 
JAMES  BALLANTTNE,  ETC.  —  APPEABANCE  OP  THE 
THIBD  SEEIE8  OF  TALES  OP  MT  LANDLOBD.  —  ANEC- 
DOTE OF  THE  EABL   OP  BUCHAN 

1819 

It  had  been  Scott's  purpose  to  spend  the  Easter  vaca- 
tion in  London,  and  receive  his  baronetcy;  but  this  was 
prevented  by  the  serious  recurrence  of  the  malady  which 
so  much  akrmed  his  friends  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1817,  and  which  had  continued  ever  since  to  torment  him 
at  intervals.  The  subsequent  correspondence  will  show 
that  afflictions  of  various  sorts  were  accumulated  on  his 
head  at  the  same  period :  — 

TO  THE  LORD  HONTAOU,  DITTON  PARK,  WINDSOR. 

EDlNBPBaH,  4th  MweTi,  1810. 
Mt  deab  Loed, — The  Lord  President  tells  me  he 
has  a  letter  from  his  son,  Captain  Charles  Hope,  K.  N., 
who  had  just  taken  leave  of  our  High  Chief,  upon  the 
deck  of  the  LifEey.  He  had  not  seen  the  Duke  for  a 
fortnight,  and  was  pleasingly  surprised  to  find  his  health 
and  general  appearance  so  very  much  improved.  For  my 
part,  having  watched  him  with  such  unremitting  atten- 
tion, I  feel  very  confident  in  the  effect  of  a  change  of  air 
and  of  climate.     It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  find  the 
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*^'i^  T'li  "  """*'  *"'»  »«  «.pectmg  a  mat- 
to  about  -7hich  he  was  anaou8,  and  on  which  I  could 
make  his  m.nd  quite  easy.  Hi,  Grace  wished  Adam 
f^TT.^  """  ,'"'°  *'  ■■"  ™''«<J«°ti»l  "eoretory,  and 
«to  1..  S-.^Tru"'  •''"""y  '^^  '^'»''e.  to  hU  char, 
actor,  he  did  not  like  to  propose  this,  except  through  my 
medmm  as  a  common  friend.  Now,  I  can  answer  for 
Adam,  as  I  can  for  myself,  that  he  wiU  have  the  highest 
pleasure  in  giving  assistance  in  every  possible  way  the 

one  man  to  speak  for  another,  I  believe  the  Duke  can 
flSi?°T  -r  ».t""°° 'o  "6%  q"»«fled  for  such  a  con- 

stands  It  well,  and  was  long  a  military  secretary; -his 
temper  and  manners  your  Lordship  can  judge  as  well  as 
I  can,  and  his  worth  and  honor  are  of  the  very  first 

should  wish  to  continue  the  connection  even  afterwards 
for  I  have  often  thought  that  two  hours'  lettor-S' 

bon      Much  of  this  might  surely  be  saved  by  an  intelli- 

seoreoy,  his  Grace  could  put  perfect  reliance.  Two 
words  marked  on  any  letter  by  his  own  hand  woJd 

to^r;  \r"™  ^'.^*"''' """"  ■» '«'« positive;  _ 

togr^t  directly  or  conditionaUy  -  „r,  in  short,  to  mlin- 
te^l™     "**"<" /»™»  °f  *i">  very  troublesome  and  ex- 

entads  upon  him.  I  think  it  is  Monsieur  le  Due  de 
WSimon  who  toUs  us  of  one  of  Louis  XIV.'s  minu! 

^t  hwJT/'"/""!''r'"'=''  •>«  "Plains  by  saying 
that  It  was  his  duty  to  imitate  the  King's  handwriting  sf 

n  "^^'o^L^-  ■"  "^r  ""•'■''"^""•■•.■'le.  and  I^ke  |im 
on  ^  occasions  purler  tri>  nMemm.     I  wonder  how 

til.  ^"r  '^""'"'  »""''  »  f™nd.  In  the  mean 
t«ne,  however,  I  am  glad  I  can  assure  him  of  Fer^irn's 
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willing  and  ready  awiitanoo  while  abroad;  and  I  am 
happy  to  find  stiU  further  that  he  had  got  that  auurance 
before  they  sailed,  for  tediout  houra  occur  on  board  of 
ship,  when  it  will  ierre  as  a  relief  to  talk  over  any  of  the 
private  affairs  which  the  Duke  mshes  to  entrust  to  him. 

I  have  been  very  unwell  from  a  visitation  of  my  old 
enemy,  the  cramp  in  my  stomach,  which  much  resembles, 
as  I  conceive,  the  process  by  which  «A«  deil  would  make 
one's  iinj's-Aood  into  a  »pieucAan,'  according  to  the 
anathema  of  Bums.  Unfortunately,  the  opiates  which 
the  medical  people  think  indispensable  to  relieve  spasms, 
bring  on  a  habit  of  body  which  has  to  be  counteracted 
by  medicines  of  a  different  tendency,  so  as  to  produce  a 
most  disagreeable  see-saw— a  kind  of  pull-devil,  pull- 
baker  contention,  the  field  of  battle  being  my  unfortunate 
pnecardia.  I  am  better  to-day,  and  I  trust  shall  be  able 
to  dispense  with  these  alternations.  I  still  hope  to  be  in 
London  in  April. 

I  will  write  to  the  Duke  regularly,  for  distance  of 
place  acts  in  a  contrary  ratio  on  the  mind  and  on  the 
eye:  trifles,  instead  of  being  diminished,  as  in  prospect, 
become  important  and  interesting,  and  therefore  he  shJl 
have  a  bu^Iget  of  them.  Hogg  is  here  busy  with  his 
Jacobite  songs.  I  wish  he  may  get  handsomely  through, 
for  he  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  history,  and  it  is  an 
awkward  thing  to  read  in  order  that  you  may  write.'  I 
give  him  all  the  help  I  can,  but  he  sometimes  poses^  me. 
For  instance,  he  came  yesterday,  open  mouth,  inquiring 

1  KMi-Hood  —  "  The  iMond  ol  tin  fouF  ■tmnulii  rf  nmiutiDf  mI- 
mili."  JunESOH.  —  ^)i«»c*a»  —  Tlw  GmUo  uina  ol  the  Highlasder'i 
tobaeeo-pooeh.  ,..«,.  ,. 

«  "I  annnre  I  prodnoed  two  Tolnmee  «l  JeooWle  Relioe,  lodi  ••  no 
man  in  ScoUttd  or  EngUnd  oould  hmn  pndueed  but  mjeett."  So  e»j« 
Hogg.  tp««  —  ■••  hU  AutMcfrcfh),  1832,  p.  88.  I  neTei-  u,w  the  Shep- 
herd eo  eUted  m  he  w»  oa  the  »ppMnHioe  o«  .  Terj  eeyere  Ktiole  »i  th» 
book  in  the  Editlmrgk  Bevuw  I  for,  to  hie  eiqnimte  delight,  the  hoeUe 
eritio  eelected  for  eic^xioe  enoomiom  one  "  old  Jeeobita  .t.-«in,"  m™^. 
Dmtald  M'Qillavr),  whleii  Hogg  h»d  fabricated  the  year  before.  Soott, 
too,  enjoyed  thii  joke  abnoat  aa  much  aa  the  Shepherd. 
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wh^  p«.t  dignifle    clergyman  Ud  di,tmgui,hed  himielf 

have  Mooted  a  churchman  to  ,hine-.nd  I  fou.^  !s 
jome  diffiou  y,  th..t  he  had  mistaken  MaJr^^TiS 
Qmon    caUed    iu  Kennedy',  Utin  Song,' CaZ^^ 

W.     Ever,  my  dear  Lorf.  yo„  t„,y  oyigedTd 

Walteb  Scott. 

J,^°Za^!*  ^1^1  '^'■'^  ^'^  Montagu,  hi,  brother 
hjdjUed  for  L,.bon.  The  Duke  of  WellingtorhS 
placed  his  house  m  that  capital  fthe  Pa1»/-  J„  v  • 
^^)  at  the  Duke  of  BuccCi^^^^td'^n:; 
rfecfonate  care  and  cheerful  «K,iety  of  Captain  Fer^! 

U»*h.,  friend,  could  have  wished  for  him.  Bat  tte 
™Jady  l»d  gone  too  far  to  be  arrerted  by  a  changed 
climate  i  and  the  letter  which  he  had  addressed  toW 

:^  :^i*°"rtf  r/"-*™'"*^  ■^°^°'^^^ 

prmcipal  object  of  this  letter  was  to  remind  Scott  of  w! 
prom.«  to  .it  to  Kaebnm  for  a  portrait.  toth4up 
m  that  favonte  residence  where  the  Duke  had  enioved 

A  hbraiy  of  fortyn^ne  feet  by  twenty^ne  is  to  be  .dd«^ 
U  »Zr  '^'"^r"-  ^  "^  f«  one  pSu« 
I  mtend  to  pUoe  the  Guardian  of  Literature.  I  shouU 
be  happy  to  have  my  friend  Maida  appear.  It  i.  now 
atoost  proverbial,  'Walter  Scott  and'^^^s  DoJ  •  C 
burn  shon  d  be  warned  that  I  am  as  well  acquainted  ^ 
my  friend-s  hands  and  arms  a,  with  his  .2-.^^^ 

M?v  7i,tr  TT-  ^y  °*  «■'»  -»ks  arTshaml 
^J  fr^^rr*^  f^  studied,  but  evetTthiniTdM 

s^Sy^wt'^iro/t-^^r^"'^-'---- 


l8 


SIR  WALTER  SCOTT        xt.  ^rj 


I  ihall  inMrt  bj  and  by  Soott'i  uiwer  — wbioh  nerar 
reached  the  Duke'i  hand  —  with  another  letter  of  the 
■ame  date  to  Captain  Ferguson ;  but  I  muat  flrat  intro- 
duce one,  addreaud  a  fortnight  earlier  to  Mr.  Southej, 
who  had  been  diitreaied  by  the  account*  he  received  of 
Soott'a  health  from  an  American  traveller,  Mr.  Oeorge 
Ticknor  of  Boaton  —  a  friend,  and  worthy  to  be  anoh, 
of  Mr.  Washington  Irving.'  The  Poet  Laureate,  by 
the  way,  had  adverted  also  to  an  impudent  trick  of  a 
London  bookaeller,  who  shortly  before  this  time  an- 
nounced certain  volumes  of  Orub  Street  manufacture,  as 
"A  New  Series  of  the  Tales  of  my  Landlord,"  and  who, 
when  John  Ballantyne,  as  the  "agent  for  the  Author  of 
Waverley,"  published  a  declaration  that  the  volumes 
thus  advertised  were  not  from  that  writer'a  pen,  met 
John's  declaration  by  an  audacious  rejoinder  —  impeach- 
ing his  authority,  and  asserting  that  nothing  but  the 
personal  appearance  in  the  field  of  the  gentleman  for 
whom  Ballantyne  pretended  to  act,  could  shake  his  belief 
that  he  was  himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  true  Simon 
Pure.'  This  affair  gave  considerable  uneasiness  at  the 
time,  and  for  a  moment  the  dropping  of  Scott's  mask 
seems  to  have  been  pronounced  advisable  by  both  Ballan- 
tyne and  Constable.  But  he  was  not  to  be  worked  upon 
by  such  means  as  these.  He  calmly  replied,  "The  au- 
thor who  lends  himself  to  such  a  trick  must  be  a  block- 
head —  lei  them  publish,  and  that  will  serve  our  purpose 

•  [la  Tkt  Lift,  Uttert,  ami  Jimmalt  of  Omft  ndbur  will  be  iaaiA 
■om*  interesting  notae  legerding  liit  Tieits  to  Caetle  Street,  end  two  dsje 
■pent  et  Abbotiford  in  Merob,  1819.] 

'  Jnne,  1839.  —  A  friend  bee  nnt  me  tbe  following  sdnrtisement  fram 
an  Edinburgh  newepeper  of  1819  :  — 

TALES  OF  MT  LANDLORD. 

"  Tbe  Fnblie  are  raspeotfnllr  informed,  that  tbe  Work  annonnoed  for 
pablioation  under  tbe  title  of  *  Tai.18  Or  KT  Lakdloro,  Fourth  Seriei, 
containing  Pontefract  Cattle,^  is  not  written  by  tbe  Author  of  the  Siret, 
Second,  and  Third  Seriee  of  Tales  or  XT  Laicdlobd,  of  wbloh  we  are 
the  Proprietors  and  Pabliaheis. 

AaomBALD  ConrABLS  A  Ca" 
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brtler  than  anything  we  outwlrei  oould  do."  I  hare 
fo^n  the  namei  of  the  "talei,"  which,  being  p„b. 

Sonthey  had  bkewiw  dwpped  lome  alluiione  to  another 
new.p.per  .to^r  of  Sootf.  being  «riou,ly  engaged  in  . 
d«nMt.c  work_a  rumor  which  probably  origifated  in 

WUy  popular  adaptation,  of  hi.  novel,  to  the  purpoee. 
of  the  .Uge;  though  .t  i.  not  impo..ible  that  Jme  bint 
of  the  Devorffoil  matter  may  have  transpired.  "It  i. 
reported/-  „.d  the  Uureate,  "that  you  are  about  to 
bring  forth  a  pUy.  and  I  am  greatly  i/hope.  it  mTy  b^ 
^2  7.,^fn'y  P«"uaded  that  in  thi.  cour«you 

might  run  a.  brUliant  a  career  a.  you  have  already  done 
m  narrative -both  in  pro.e  and  rhyme ;- for  m  for 
believing  that  you  have  a  double  in  the  field -not  I! 
Tho«  «me  power,  would  be  equaUy  certain  of  .ucce.. 

SJS^n  ;  "^^  T  y°"  '"  P^"  ^<""  »  dramatic 
direction,  «id  reign  for  a  third  wven  year,  upon  the 
.tage  you  would  .tand  alone  in  literary  history.  Indeed 
aUe«ly  I  believe  that  no  man  ever  Zded  »  much  ^ 

art  ,^  "ir"  '  °"™'*'  "'  "'  contemporarie.  in  thi. 
«  m^y  other  country.  God  ble..  you.  my  dear  Scott 
«id  beheve  me  ever  your,  affectionately,  B.  S."  Mr 
^Kvt^  /""*'  '"I:  "^^  «n»o„nced  hi.  wife',  ^e 
HuZJ  I "  •/  **«  W"'"'''  of  the  conclueion  of  hi. 
m5.      ^"^'^'  ""*  •""  »"dert»ki»g  of  the  Life  of 

TO  BOBKBT  WDTHIT,  MQ.,   KMWIOK. 

Mt  deabSocthkt,  -Tiding,  from  jlou  murt^  j. 
iTat^T^"";"™"  ""?  *^'  ^"^ '"  ^  ««""f  ^■ 

toL^  fountom-Mid  my  health  i.  at  pre«>nt  very 
^^^:  Z-^™  gone  through  »  cruel  .ucee«ion  rf 
.paam.  and  .ickne«,  which  have  terminated  in  a  epeciU 
fit  of  the  jaundice,  so  that  I  might  .it  for  the  hni^of 
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Flotni,  tlw  god  of  ipMlo,  10  fu  u  eomplszion  gon. 
I  ihall  lik*  our  Amerioan  loqiuinUnce  the  bettor  that 
he  hu  iharpened  your  remembruiae  of  me,  but  he  ii  alio 
a  wondrout  fellow  for  romantio  lore  and  antiquarian 
niearoh,  coniidering  hit  country.  I  have  now  Men  (our 
or  fire  well-lettered  Amerioans,  anient  in  punuit  of 
knowledge,  and  free  from  the  ignorance  and  forward 
preiumption  which  diitinguish  many  of  their  country- 
men. I  hope  they  will  inoculate  their  country  with  a 
loTa  of  letten,  eo  nearly  allied  to  a  desire  of  peace  and 
a  Mnae  of  public  juitioe  —  Tirtuei  to  which  the  great 
Traniatlantic  community  it  more  atrangr  than  could  be 
wiihed.  Accept  my  beet  and  moit  lincere  withes  for  the 
health  and  strength  of  your  latest  pledge  of  affection. 
When  I  think  what  you  have  already  suffered,  I  can 
imagine  with  what  mixture  of  feelings  this  event  must 
necessarily  affect  you;  but  you  need  not  to  be  told  that 
we  are  in  Iwtter  guidance  than  our  own.  I  trust  in  Ood 
this  late  blessing  will  be  permanent,  and  inherit  your 
talents  and  virtues.  When  I  look  around  me,  and  see 
how  many  men  seem  to  make  it  their  pride  to  misuse 
high  qualifications,  can  I  be  less  interested  than  I  truly 
am  in  the  fate  of  one  who  has  uniformly  dedicated  his 
splendid  powers  to  maintaining  the  best  interests  of  hu- 
manity? I  am  very  angiy  at  the  time  you  ore  to  be  in 
London,  as  I  must  be  there  in  about  a  fortnight,  or  so 
■oon  as  I  can  shake  off  this  depressing  complaint,  and  it 
would  add  not  a  little  that  I  should  meet  you  there.  My 
chief  purpose  is  to  put  my  eldest  son  into  the  army.  I 
could  have  wished  he  had  chosen  another  profession,  but 
have  no  title  to  combat  a  choice  which  would  have  been 
my  own  had  my  lameness  permitted.  Walter  has  appar- 
ently the  dispositions  and  habits  fitted  for  the  military 
profession,  a  very  quiet  and  steady  temper,  an  attach- 
ment to  mathematics  and  their  application,  good  sense, 
and  uncommon  personal  strength  and  activity,  with  ad- 
dress in  most  exercises,  particularly  horsemanship. 
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n.^  f  wntt«  thB.  f„  U.t  WMk  when  I  wu  inUr- 
rjptad,  ar.t  by  th.  wirj  of  o«  W«d  Tioknor  wiU. 

"M  oye,  we  hart  them  of  aU  JUt^    -  w ' 

b«?«^L^.J  "  °"™'  •"•'"•"■"•lit.  for  I  have 
U«  «.»d  with  oae  or  two  .uooe«ive  m,«  of  my  cruel 
n»Wy.  „.,ng  .„  the  „tmo.t  «.gui.h  from  eight'to  ™n 
houn.     If  I  had  not  the  .trength  of  a  team  of  hor«. 

for  bleeding  blutering,  calomel,  and  ipecacuanha  hare 
gone  on  without  intermi„ion  -  while,  d^X  the  agony 
ofthe  ,pa.m,,  laudanum  became  nece«ary  in  the  S 
m»f  tr^  "■?f  »—»««-»  "ith  the^g^ne^'t^ 
keep  them  but  I  thought  once  or  twice  they  wodd  havl 
fTtfZ'^'  '°P  ""•  top-gallant.  I  ^houM^'^ 
p~t  fool  «d  a  most  ungrateful  wretch,  to  comphun  of 

X£^p"^.,^f^--;i:^ 
S^^^i{h^^ir^^--y£^- 
a-^^AutrLt^eri:  ^r^i^ 

~^r:^h*°re.:L'nr""'  ""■""i"""-  °' ''-  -- 
'^ttJ'^rP'^"^^-'^^^^^^^      ""''' 

"*med  doubtful.    FoIi^^J:::;.  "'"'''  "•  '"°'™*'°" 

"IW  li«.  „  fc^  CUMf.:  AnciM  Man.^. 


'■1 1 
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I  am  thii  day,  for  the  flnt  time,  bee  from  the  reliat  of 
my  disorder,  and,  except  in  point  of  weakness,  perfectly 
veil.  But  no  broken-down  hunter  had  ever  90  many 
sprung  sinews,  whelks,  and  bruises.  I  am  like  Sanolio 
liter  the  doughty  affair  of  the  Yanguesian  Carriers, 
and  all  through  the  unnatural  twisting  of  the  muscles 
under  the  influence  of  that  Ooide,  the  cramp.  I  must 
be  swathed  in  Ooulaid  and  Bosemary  spirits  — pnAatian 
ett. 

I  shall  not  fine  and  renew  a  lease  of  popularity  upon 
the  theatre.  To  write  for  low,  ill-informed,  and  con- 
ceited actors,  whom  you  most  please,  for  your  success  is 
necessarily  at  their  mercy,  I  cannot  away  with.  How 
would  you,  or  how  do  you  think  1  should  relish  being 
the  object  of  such  a  letter  as  Kean '  wrote  t'other  day  to 
a  poor  author,  who,  though  a  pedantic  blockhead,  had  at 
least  the  right  to  be  treated  as  a  gentleman  by  a  copper- 
laced,  twopenny  tearmouth,  rendered  mad  by  conceit  and 
success?  Besides,  if  this  objection  were  out  of  the  way, 
I  do  not  think  the  character  of  the  andience  in  London 
is  such  that  one  could  have  the  least  pleasure  in  pleasing 
them.  One  half  come  to  prosecute  their  debaucheries, 
80  openly  that  it  would  degrade  a  bagnio.  Another  set 
to  snooie  off  their  beef-ste^  and  port  wine;  a  third  are 
critics  of  the  fourth  column  of  the  newspaper;  fashion, 
wit,  or  literature,  there  is  not;  and,  on  the  whole,  I 
would  far  rather  write  verses  for  mine  honest  friend 
Punch  and  his  audience.  The  only  thing  that  could 
tempt  me  to  be  so  silly,  would  be  to  assist  a  friend  in 
such  a  degrading  task  who  was  to  have  the  whole  profit 
and  shame  of  it. 

Have  you  seen  decidedly  the  most  full  and  methodised 
collection  of  Spanish  romances  (ballads)  published  by 
the    industry  of    Depping  (Altenburgh    and  Leipsio), 

1  Tlw  nadn  will  inA  •onMtUsc  aliaiii  iU>  •stor'i  fiuml  wiA  Hr. 
Buk^  nthor  at  Ilka  ItaKoM,  ia  Bmj  OonmU's  Itft  nf  Jjom  ToL  ii. 
p.  118. 
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1817?  It  i8  quite  delightful.  Ticknor  had  iwt  me  woe 
to  we  It.  wiftout  affording  me  <u>y  hope  it  could  be^ 
m  London,  when  by  one  of  the*,  fortunate  chance,  which 

!1  1  ^L^f  ?*•  r"  '»««P~tedly  to  inquire  for  me. 
and  plucked  it  forth^ar  manOre  de  cadeau.     God  p^ 

ZkZ  Z,"^  ^^V,in  your  Ubor.,  C^i!Z 
work  too  hard  _  ,^0  crede.  Thi.  conclusion,  as  weU 
as  the  confusion  of  my  letter,  like  the  Bishop  of  oZ 
nadas  sermon,  savors  of  the  apoplexy.  Mr  most^ 
.p«!tful  compliment,  attend  Mrs.  S.  XnrftaJ^r 
p  q      T  1.  II 1       X  Walteb  Scott. 

h-i^.!'  Ti,- 1  ?*  to  K»  the  conclusion  of  the  Brazfl 

eren  above  the  last  noble  volume.  Wedey  yoraloM 
ejn  touch;  but  will  you  not  have  the  hive^aC3 
When  I  was  about  twelve  year.  oM.  I  heard  him  pS 
m»e  th^  once,  standing  on  a  chair,  in  Kelso  cC 

^■,„rt  T"  M°"*  TT"'"'"  *«»"•  ■""  Ws  sermon, 
were  va.Uy  too  colloquial  for  the  teste  of  Saunders,     ft 

toM  m«»y  excellent  rtorie..     One  I  „member.  whfch 

togoon,  said  Wesley,  "was  commencing  an  assertion 
m  mJ,t«y  f.d,ion,  G~i  etenudly  d-n  me  iZZi 
Z^'i  i,'«'™'«^«H'PO<»manon^;Zl,rer; 
™i  «^J^  *°"'^  """^  "«"*'y.  «^  calmly,  you 
hl^l^  *  T  ^l  ^  *•  ">«>•  0*  tollin^e  i^ 
he  faUed  not  to  make  u.  «nsible  how  much  hi.  S 
"clial  appe^noe,  and  miH  yet  bold  rebuke,  ove^^ 
^  «dd,er,  who  touched  hi.  hat.  thanked  hin^^l 
think,  came  to  chapel  that  evening.  '™.  •no,  l 

TO  aoioax  shoeibekd,  «^,  sinminwMmuT.,  „„., 

JBDBUBGH. 

Dmab  Bob.       T  .«  ABBOTotan,  ISth  April.  1819. 
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making  yeast.  The  Dnke  of  Baecleuoh  complauu  ex- 
tremely of  the  sour  yeast  at  Lisbon  as  diaagreeing  with 
his  stomach,  and  I  never  tasted  half  such  good  bread  as 
Mrs.  Shortreed  has  baked  at  home.  I  am  sure  yon  will 
be  as  anxious  as  I  am  that  the  receipt  should  be  for- 
warded to  his  Gbace  as  soon  as  possible.  I  remember 
Mrs.  Shortreed  giving  a  most  distinct  account  of  the 
whole  affair.  It  should  be  copied  over  in  a  very  distinct 
hand,  lest  Monsieur  Florence  makes  blunders. 

I  am  recovering  from  my  late  indisposition,  but  ai 
weak  as  water.  To  write  these  lines  is  a  fatigue.  I 
scarce  think  1  can  be  at  the  circuit  at  all  —  certainly 
only  for  an  hour  or  two.  So  on  this  occasion  I  will  give 
Mrs.  Shortreed's  kind  hospitality  a  little  breathing  time. 
I  am  tired  even  with  writing  these  few  lines.  Yours 
ever.  Walter  Scott.' 


TO  HIS  OBACB  THE  DUHB  OF  BUCCIJSUGR,  ETC.,  LISBON. 
AxBOmOBD,  ISth  AptU,  1818. 
Mt  dear  Lobd  Duke,  —  How  very  strange  it  seems 
that  this  should  be  the  first  letter  I  address  to  your 
Grace,  and  yon  so  long  absent  from  Scotland,  and  look- 
ing for  all  the  news  and  nonsense  of  which  I  am  in  gen- 
eral such  a  faithful  reporter.  Alas,  I  have  been  ill — 
very  —  very  ill — only  Dr.  Baillie  says  there  is  nothing 
of  consequence  about  my  malady  except  the  pain — a 
pretty  exception  —  said  pain  being  intense  enough  to 
keep  me  roaring  as  loud  as  your  Grace's  ei-deoant  John 
of  Lorn,  and  of,  generally  speaking,  from  six  to  eight 
hours'  incessant  duration,  only  varied  by  intervals  of 
deadly  sickness.  Poor  Sophia  was  alone  with  me  for 
some  time,  and  managed  a  half-distracted  pack  of  ser- 
vants with  spirit,  and  sense,  and  presence  of  mind,  far 
^  **Sir  Walter  got  not  only  the  ncipe  f or  mmkiag  brwd  fromiu — bnt 
likfliriM  iMTDt  the  hett  mods  of  enttiiiff  it '  in  «  family  way.*  The  bfead- 
board  and  large  knife  naed  at  Abbotafod  at  bieakfaat-time  were  adopted 
by  Sir  Walter,  after  aeeii«  them '  woA  well '  In  oni  family."  —  ^dtt  bg 
Mr.  Andnm  aiurtnid. 


18.9  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BUCCLEUCH  jj 

Jxsyond  her  yean,  never  rofPering  her  terror  at  >»,m<,  ™ 

ft^«„  M  k""  ^''"  "^^  '^""y  '^''  «>  kind-    H  »j1m 

i^.  nj^ntt;;?  "«r^  r-otat^": 

wC  „  wT  '  ''i'-'^"*  P"^  "«  previously  formed, 

•  that  of  my  HieMand  ™W    T  !^^"'"y  "*'?*  '" 
whole  sJdayl  „t^^''J:,'""  »™™'  I*"  'P*"'  » 
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than  Brace  had  destined  me,  for  lo  general  waa  the  ten- 
sion of  the  nerves  all  over  the  body,  although  the  pain 
of  the  spasms  in  the  stomach  did  not  suffer  the  others  to 
be  felt,  that  my  whole  left  leg  was  covered  with  swelling 
and  inflammation,  arising  from  the  unnatural  action  of 
the  muscles,  and  I  had  to  be  carried  about  like  a  child. 
My  right  leg  escaped  better,  the  muscles  there  having 
less  irritability,  owing  to  its  lame  state.  Yoor  Grace 
may  imagine  the  energy  of  pain  in  the  nobler  parts,  when 
cramps  in  the  extremities,  sufficient  to  produce  such 
effects,  were  unnoticed  by  me  during  their  existence. 
But  enough  of  so  disagreeable  a  subject. 

Bespeoting  the  portrait,  I  shall  be  equally  proud  and 
happy  to  sit  for  it,  and  hope  it  may  be  so  executed  as  to 
be  in  some  degree  worthy  of  the  preferment  to  which  it 
is  destined.'  But  neither  my  late  golden  hue  (for  I  waa 
covered  with  jaundice),  nor  my  present  silver  complexion 
(looking  much  more  like  a  spectre  than  a  man),  will  pre- 
sent any  idea  of  my  quondam  beef-eating  physiognomy. 
I  must  wait  till  the  age  of  brass,  the  true  juridical  bronze 
of  my  profession,  shall  again  appear  on  my  frontal.  I 
hesitate  a  little  about  Kaebum,  unless  your  Grace  is 
quite  determined.  He  has  very  much  to  do;  works  just 
now  chiefly  for  cash,  poor  fellow,  as  he  can  have  but  a 
few  years  to  make  money;  and  has  twice  already  made 
a  very  chowder-headed  person  of  m»  I  should  like 
much  (always  with  your  approbation)  tr<  try  Allan,  who 
is  a  man  of  real  genius,  and  has  made  one  or  two  glorious 
portraits,  though  his  predilection  is  to  the  historical 
branch  of  the  art.  We  did  rather  a  handsome  thing  for 
bim,  considering  that  in  Edinburgh  we  are  neither  very 
wealthy  nor  great  amateurs.  A  hundred  persons  sub- 
scribed ten  guineas  apiece  to  raffle '  for  his  fine  picture 

^  The  porittou  in  the  Library  at  BowliiU,  origiiudly  dettined  hj  the  Ute 
Duke  of  Baoalenoh  for  a  portrait  that  oarer  waa  exaoated,  ia  now  filled 
b7  that  whioh  Raebam  painted  in  1808  for  CoHtable. 

*  Three  piotorea  were  nltimatelT  raffled  for ;  and  the  following  note, 
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rf  th.  Ciro«,ian  Chief  «lli„g  Slavo,  to  the  TurkiA 

SMWi  to  >et  «i  mT  bdut    T^^  S»t>ird.y,  or  wnd  Ma„  „ulU«i 

«  f-  «.    I  -.O.U  Sif^^fXJlf  "  "'  ^  I  l-i"  jou  jSl 
•Motion  tluu,  .  lottery     r„„_    171?^  ""*  ''°°'''  »>"  "»»"  g«iiOMl  -t- 

wlwn  .kUA  oonpoatioi.  .,T. '  ?t  ""  '^  ""»  '!'•»  had* 

ntMribM.  for  the  A.tia.R,a^Z^V t  S«otlMd."_H.  ..;,  tij 
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horseback,  witnessing,  with  stern  fanaticism,  the  murder 
he  did  not  choose  to  be  active  in,  lest  it  should  be  said 
that  he  struck  out  of  private  revenge  —  are  all  amaiingly 
well  combined  in  the  sketch.  I  question  if  the  artist  can 
bring  them  out  with  equal  spirit  in  the  painting  which 
he  meditates.'  Sketches  give  a  sort  of  fire  to  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  spectator,  who  is  apt  to  fancy  a  great  deal 
more  for  himself,  than  the  pencil,  in  the  finished  picture, 
can  possibly  present  to  his  eye  afterwards.  —  Constable 
has  offered  Allan  three  hundred  pounds  to  make  sketches 
for  an  edition  of  the  Tales  of  my  Landlord,  and  other 
novels  of  that  cycle,  and  says  he  will  give  him  the  same 
sum  next  year,  so,  from  being  pinched  enough,  this  very 
deserving  aitist  suddenly  finds  himself  at  his  ease.  Ha 
was  long  at  Odessa  with  the  Duke  of  Bichelieu,  and  is 
a  very  entertaining  person. 

I  saw  with  great  pleasure  Wilkie's  sketch  of  yonr 
Grace,  and  I  think  when  I  get  to  town  I  shall  coax  him 
out  of  a  copy,  to  me  invaluable.  I  hope,  however,  when 
you  return,  you  will  sit  to  Lawrence.  We  should  have 
at  least  one  picture  of  your  Grace  from  the  real  good 
hand.  Sooth  to  speak,  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  juve- 
nile representations  at  Bowhill  and  in  the  library  at 
Dalkeith.  Return,  however,  with  the  original  features 
in  gow'  health,  and  we  shall  not  worry  you  about  por- 
traits. The  library  at  Bowhill  will  be  a  delightful  room, 
and  will  be  some  consolation  to  me  who  must,  I  fear,  lose 
for  some  time  the  comforts  of  the  eating-room,  and  sub- 
stitute panada  and  coast  and  water  for  the  bonny  haunch 
and  buxom  bottle  of  claret.  Truth  is,  I  must  make 
great  restrictions  on  my  creature-comforts,  at  least  till 
my  stomach  recovers  its  tone  and  ostrich-like  capacity  of 
digestion.  Our  spring  here  is  slow,  but  not  unfavor- 
able: the  country  looking  very  well,  and  my  plantings 
for  the  season  quite  completed.     I  have  planted  quite  up 

1  The  fine  pietnn  which  Allma  •zeonted  ia  in  tlie  poiMMioB  of  Mr. 
Loehhszt  of  Milton-Loekhut,  and  has  boon  wall  ongnTod. 
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two  little  gleni,  leading  from  the  Aide^e-Camp'.  Ubi- 
tobon  up  to  the  little  looh,  and  expect  the  bleiin«  of 
g-tor.ty  for  the  rf.ade  «.d  d.elter  llui  leav"wfe« 
Uod  knows,  I  found  none. 

Jft  i.  doomed  this  letter  i,  not  to  oloee  without  a  re- 

quMt.     I  eonelude  your  Grace  has  already  heard  from 

fifty  «ppho«,ta  that  the  kirk  of  Middlebie  is  v3t.  ^d 

I  come  forward  M  the  flfty-flrst  (always  ba^  p"o, 

•Bg^ent.  and  better  oUim.)  in  behalf  of  G^^ 

Thom«,n^  a  son  of  the  minister  of  Melrose,  being  th^ 

^der  of  my  boys,  and  therefore  deeply  entitled  to  my 

gratitude  «,d  my  good  offices,  as  far  as  they  can  go.     He 

-nearer  Par«,n  Abraham  Adams  than  any  livifg  c^ 

tore  I  ever  saw- very  leanied.  very  religious,  yeivdZ 

pk,  jjnd  extremely  absent.     His  faUie,,  till  ye^lX 

h^  but  a  sort  of  half  stipend,  during'the  inc^mten^ 

of  a  certam  notorious  Mr.  MacLagan,  to  whom  he  a^W^ 

on^y  as  asMstant.     The  poor  devU  was  brought  tTtho 

grmdstone  (having  had  the  want  of  precautiof  to  U>ge? 

who  used  to  come  upon  the  stage  to  sing  "Let  us  aU  1« 
priiappy  together."  ThU  p^h«l  Gefrge  was  his  sav! 
^f  TK'"*  °?'y  educating  himself,  but  taking  on  him 
tte  eduction  of  two  of  hi.  brothers,  and  mabt«nC 
a«m  out  of  h„  own  scanty  pitt«,ce.     He  is  a  sensibk 

^l'li»  V"  T?"  '  ^  f"^"'  »  «*»°«1>  Anti- 
Gj^««,  and  Orthodox  in  his  principles.  Should  yo^ 
Grace  find  yourseU  at  liberty  to  give  countenance  to  this 

but  T^L  .1,      °^?  *'™"  y°"  '»™  <»''*«™J  O"  »«! 

«W.M  Tku!  P^*'™'"  ^  I^ve  also  occasion  to  say 

Weel  bobbit,  George  of  Middlebie."    Your  Grace's 

ttt^'^'Z^  "^  ^""^  y<"»8  Thomson"X^ 
gm  you  a  better  Idea  of  him  than  I  can  do.  He  oeT. 
J^  by  an  accident  m  hU  boyhood,  which  spoiled  a.  bold 
and  fine-loohng  a  gremwjier  >a  ever  chafed  bavZt 
.(punst.IVenchman-s  throat.    I  think ^^S^^°^ 
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not  like  him  the  mtna  for  having  a  apioe  of  military 
and  loyal  spirit  about  him.  If  yon  knew  the  poor  fel- 
low, your  Grace  would  take  uncommon  interest  in  him, 
were  it  but  for  the  odd  mixture  of  aenw  and  simplicity, 
and  spirit  and  good  morals.  Somewhat  too  much  of 
him. 

I  conclude  you  will  go  to  Mafra,  Cintra,  or  some  of 
these  places,  which  Baretti  describes  so  delightfully,  to 
avoid  the  great  heats,  when  the  Faboe  de  las  Necessi- 
dades  must  become  rather  oppressive.  By  the  bye, 
though  it  were  only  for  the  credit  of  the  name,  I  am 
happy  to  learn  it  has  that  useful  English  comfort,  a 
water-closet.  I  suppose  the  armorer  of  the  Liffey  has 
already  put  it  in  complete  repair.  Your  Grace  sees  the 
most  secret  passages  respecting  great  men  cannot  be  hid- 
den from  their  friends.  There  is  but  little  news  here 
but  death  in  the  clan.  Harden's  sister  is  dead — a  omel 
blow  to  Lady  Die,*  who  is  upward.:  of  eighiy-Bve,  and 
accustomed  to  no  other  society.  Again,  Mrs.  Frank 
Scott,  his  uncle's  widow,  is  dead,  unable  to  survive  the 
loss  of  two  fine  young  men  in  India,  her  sons,  whose 
death  closely  foUowed  each  other.  All  this  is  sad  work; 
but  it  is  a  wicked  and  melancholy  world  we  live  in.  God 
bless  yon,  my  dear,  dear  Lord.  Take  great  care  of  your 
health  for  the  sake  of  all  of  us.  You  are  the  breath  of 
onr  nostrils,  useful  to  thousands,  and  to  many  of  these 
C^ousands  indispensable.  I  will  write  again  very  soon, 
when  I  can  keep  my  breast  longer  to  the  desk  withont 
pain,  for  I  am  not  yet  without  frequent  relapses,  when 
they  souse  me  into  scalding  water  without  a  moment's 
delay,  where  I  lie,  as  my  old  grieve  Tom  Purdie  said 
last  night,  being  called  to  assist  at  the  operation,  "like 
a  haulded  eatimon."  I  write  a  few  lines  to  the  Aide-de- 
Camp,  but  I  am  afraid  of  putting  this  letter  beyond  the 
bounds  of  liOrd  Montagu's  fnmk.  When  I  can  do 
anything  for  your  Grace  here,  yon  know  I  am  most 
>8wa>l>,niLLp.280. 


«8i9        TO  CAPTAIN  FERGUSON  4, 

10  oAPTAnr  ADAM  nBOOToir,  BTo,  no.,  no. 
M^.....  A  ,,  ^»«>»««»i>,  April  18,  1819, 

1„  ?J  r^  '^*"'  ~  "'™«  "Jy  •»<"•  «»>le  iMt  night 
to  fln>»li  «  long  letter  to  the  Chief,  I  now  irid  a  few  life, 
for  the  Aide^e-C-unp.  I  h.™  h«i  the  plel„  ^  C 
rf  you  regularly  from  Jack.>  who  i.  rery  „guUr  in  JZ 
ing  thu  way  when  packet,  arrive;  and  I  obrerre  with 
great  «t«f«^on  tl»t  you  think  our  good  Duke',  health 
2  J»H^  '»e°'J»g^l>«nd.     Climate  mu,t  operate  a,  .^ 

t^^^r^'iri'"™^  "^'"  P*'*"!"  •»  "P""^  from  it 
at  flr.t.  Be.ide.,  the  great  heat  mn.t  be  a  «riou.  draw- 
Wt  But  I  hope  you  will  try  by  uid  by  to  get  away  to 
anh»^r  «,me  of  tho«,  «<,„e.teL  retlt,  VLTIJ^ 
■re  rtade.  and  oawsade.  to  cool  tie  air.  I  have  an  idea 
^e  oount-y  there  i,  eminently  beautiful.  TZlt^T^ 
a»  Duke  ha.  not  yet  been  able  to  vi.it  Torre.  Vcdra. 

y^  rmTd  "1  r  *"«  "'"•  *""«•  everywhere  ^p„; 
you  m  mmd  of  former  wene..  A.  for  the  Senhota.  I 
We  httle  doubt  a«.t  the  difference  betwixt  your  ^  W 
J-rd  fare  and  Florence',  high  «uce.  and  jellie.^ 
^  <hem  think  that  time  L  rather  improved  an^S 

KcciX  7t'  \^'  °'*''  '•*  ^^^^^  «^'««o» 
Midd^f  n    ^"l'"'  '"S^-ente),  for  thVkirk  of 

otherwiM)  pray  lend  him  a  lift.  With  a  kirk  Id  a 
rL^^"*"T  "*'"«**«  Bood  farlert  rugh! 
a.  I  «.d  before,  I  dare  „y  all  St.  Hubert'.  bUck  pack 
rij^  7.  "P"°  '^\''™f-  "d  that  he  ha.  litti^r 
W™  ^:.  ^'  "  """^a-loK.  Wever.  to  have  tabled 
hun.  a.  better  may  come  of  it  another  diy. 
'  C«pt«iii  John  rugmm,  B.  N. 
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All  at  Huntly  Burn  wall  and  beaily,  and  moat  Ht»l  in 
their  attentiona  during  our  late  turmoila.  Baoby '  «■■»! 
over  to  offer  her  terrioea  aa  liok-nurae,  and  I  hara  drunk 
aoarce  anything  but  delioioua  ginger-beer  of  Miaa  Ball'a 
brewing,  tinoe  my  troublea  oommenced.  They  have 
been,  to  ny  the  leaat,  damnable;  and  I  think  yon  would 
hardly  know  me.  When  I  orawl  out  on  Sibyl  Orey,  I 
am  the  very  image  of  Death  on  the  pale  hone  —  lanthom- 
jawed,  decayed  in  fleah,  atooping  aa  if  I  meant  to  eat  the 
pony'a  eara,  and  unable  to  go  above  a  footpace.  But 
although  I  have  had,  and  muat  expect,  frequent  relapaea, 
yet  the  attacks  are  more  alight,  and  I  truat  I  shall  mend 
with  the  good  weather.  Spring  aeta  in  very  pleasantly, 
and  in  a  settled  faahion.  I  have  planted  a  number  of 
ahrubs,  etc.,  at  Huntly  Bum,  and  am  snodding  up  the 
drive  of  the  old  farmhouae,  encloning  thi  Toftfield,  and 
making  a  good  road  from  the  pariah  road  to  your  gate. 
Thia  I  tell  you  to  animate  you  to  pick  up  a  few  aeeda 
both  of  forest  trees,  ahrubs,  and  vegetables;  we  will  i«ar 
them  in  the  hot-house,  and  divide  honorably.  Avii  au 
Ucteur.  I  have  been  a  good  deal  entrusted  to  the  oare 
of  Sophia,  who  is  an  admirable  sick-nurse.  Mrnnn^B  }u» 
been  called  to  town  by  two  important  avocations:  to  get 
>  cook  —  no  joking  matter,  —  and  to  see  Charlea,  who 
waa  but  indifferent,  but  baa  recovered.  You  must  have 
heard  of  the  death  of  Joseph  Hume,  David's  only  son. 
Christ  t  what  a  calamity  I — jnat  entering  life  with  the 
fairest  prospects  —  full  of  taLnt,  and  the  heir  of  an  old 
and  considerable  family — a  fine  career  before  him:  all 
this  he  was  one  day,  or  rather  one  hour  —  or  rather  in 

the  course  of  five  minutes — so  sudden  was  the  death 

.  td  then  —  a  heap  of  earth.  His  disease  is  unknown; 
something  about  the  heart,  I  believe;  but  it  had  no 
aUrming  appearance,  nothing  worse  than  a  cold  and  sore 
throat,  when  convulsions  came,  and  death  ensued.  It  is 
'  Baabj  — I.  <.,  BubuiiWM  •  Uid  old  hraMkeepw  of  tlu  MlaFv- 
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.  oampleto  m.d,  to  poor  David,  who  hud  jurt  Ugun  to 
1»M  h..  h«d  up  .iter  hi.  wi/.'.  iMh.  a.t  heU«.  It 
•tonlJy.  ~.d  goe,  ,bo»t  hU  bu.ineM  M  u.™U.    A  woeful 

h.«  no  pro.poot  of  b.,ug  now  .bl,  to  .tend  th.  jouri« 
^  th"  Und  i  but  the  be.t  U.  I  h.Te  no  pr,«iigZS^ 
n^i^ere.  The  Commie'  toke.  oh«ge  of  Wklt^^ 
m«tor._«j„notj  you  know,  be  in  bettl,  h«,d.,  «.d 

write  a  long  letter  Terj-  «on,  but  my  blok,  flngert  wd 

«na  tratemity.    Youn  ever  moit  truly, 

PS      n„  .V    1.        ■■  „  Walteb  Scott. 

for  W.  l7    .  T^u  ''L  ""^  Kennedy,  the  tinker,  .warn 
Z^Ja^-  '  /'^.^"ff'"-  ""1  '~  only,  by  the  ^j>hiZ 

•IZ.      «        '"•  '»•'''"«'.  »ved  from  a  weU-dewrred 
teU  thu  to  the  Duke,  for  he  wai  ^ 

"  Aa  oU  loUin  of  tki  Ooka'i, 
Aad  Mh  Ooka't  old  Hidiir." 

f^  u- ''".  *'"'''"°'  1  "»  toW.  were  k  court,  and  kith 
^d  hn  w,thout  end.     I  am  «,r.y  „  many  of  "e  el^ 

WM  j^old  feud  betw  .n  two  gyp.y  ohn,,  the  KennedteS 
«d  Irvmg,,  which,  about  forty  year,  .ince,  gave  ri» 

which  T"^  TT^  ""•  '»"^«  O"  a"'*"^  G^nr" 
Iwi.^  KT^'ther.  of  both  Kennedy,  and  W 
wbom  he  murdered,  were  engaged.  "^ 

In  the  next  of  the«  letter,  there  i.  allmiion  to  a  drama. 
Te.^  '^^^  ^"^  "^T  "^  Mid-Lothian,  of  wSiS 
Terry  had  trananittod  the  MS.   to  Abbot.ford-S 

Sy^^-t^he^r-  "--'  "-  -^^  -^i 
'  TIh  Loid  Cliuf  4 
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ABiomoas,  I81I1  ApcU,  ina 
DiAS  TmT,  —  I  un  tble  (though  vary  wemk)  to  la- 
iwn  joat  kind  inqniriei.  I  have  thought  of  you  oft«n, 
and  bMn  on  the  point  of  writing  or  diotmting  a  letter, 
but  till  Tety  Utely  I  oould  hkve  had  little  to  tell  yon  of 
but  diitmi  and  agony,  with  oonitant  lelapeee  into  my 
unhappy  mabdy,  »  that  for  week*  I  aeemed  to  loee 
rather  than  gain  ground,  all  food  nauwating  on  my 
•tomaoh,  and  my  olothet  hanging  about  me  like  a  potato- 
bogle,'  with  from  five  or  eix  to  ten  houra  of  mortal  pain 
every  third  day ;  latterly  the  fits  have  been  much  milder, 
and  hare  at  but  given  way  to  the  hot  bath  without  any 
UM  of  opiates ;  an  immenie  point  gained,  ae  they  hurt 
my  general  health  extremely.  Conceive  my  having 
tidien,  in  the  oonne  of  eix  or  seven  honn,  liz  graint  M 
opium,  three  of  hyoeoyamui,  near  200  dropa  of  laudanum 
— and  all  without  any  aenaiblo  relief  of  the  agony  nnder 
whioh  I  labored.  My  stoniaob  i>  now  getting  confirmed, 
and  I  have  great  hopes  the  bout  is  over;  it  has  been  a 
dreadful  set-to.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  Mrs.  Terry  is  com- 
plaining; you  ought  not  to  let  her  labor,  neither  at  Ab- 
botsford  sketches  nor  at  anything  else,  but  to  study  to 
keep  her  mind  amused  a*  much  as  possible.  As  for 
Walter,  he  is  a  shoot  of  an  Aik,'  and  I  have  no  fear  of 
him:  I  hope  he  remembers  Abbotsford  and  his  soldier 
namesake. 

I  send  the  MS.  — I  wish  you  had  written  for  it  ear- 
lier. My  touching,  or  even  thinking  of  it,  was  out  of 
the  question;  my  corrections  would  have  smelled  as 
cruelly  of  the  cramp  as  the  Bishop  of  Grenada's  homily 
did  of  the  apoplexy.  Indeed  I  hold  myself  inadequate 
to  estimate  those  criticisms  which  rest  on  stage  effect, 
having  been  of  Ute  very  little  of  a  play-going  person. 
Would  to  Heaven  these  sheets  could  do  for  you  what 

■  Angliet—iaOtk. 
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into  the  nui     iV™    .V  "^  "'' ""'  *'"™<"'  "''"h  he  thre» 

■  I<Mt  nun  after  h..:n.  «1    l  ,  ■ .     *"*  ""o  "P  for 

table-    I  do  «.u«  yoV  I  neU^tiw  ?*.?•"'*•  l"'"'- 
pl«yed.     It  i.  like  it  m.v  jZ  k-        ,     "  ■  """K  better 

■»y  have  .i<Sd  him  ZS It  .tt  Cr  *'.:'"'"'«' 
«»«ful  feUow,  .nd  the  hie.  he  1^,^""!^ ',  "'"'• 

ing'rne'.'^'iflEf  ^'^  -^  ^^^n^^i^fZ- 

w  toj^met^nt^e-reranttkerv'"' 

'  SamUl,  Aat  m.  Sona  J.  ' 
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and  no  human  brain  can  atand  the  confogion ;  pray  mind 
thig,  it  is  one  of  your  few  weak  points  —  aak  Mra.  Teny 
elae.  A  habit  of  the  mind  it  is  which  is  very  apt  to 
beset  men  of  intellect  and  talent,  especially  when  their 
time  is  not  regularly  filled  up,  but  left  at  their  own  ar- 
rangement. But  it  is  like  the  ivy  round  the  oak,  and 
ends  by  limiting,  if  it  does  not  destroy,  the  power  of 
manly  and  necessary  exertion.  I  must  love  a  man  so 
well  to  whom  I  offer  such  a  word  of  advice,  that  I  will 
not  apologize  for  it,  but  expect  to  hear  you  are  become 
as  regular  as  a  Dutch  clock  —  hours,  quarters,  minutes, 
all  marked  and  appropriated.  This  is  a  great  cast  in 
life,  and  must  be  played  with  all  skill  and  caution. 

'We  wish  much  t»  have  a  plan  of  the  great  bed,  that 
we  may  hang  up  the  tester.  Mr.  Atkinson  offered  to 
have  it  altered  or  exchanged;  but  with  the  expense  of 
land-carriage  and  risk  of  damage,  it  is  not  to  be  thought 
of.  I  enclose  a  letter  to  thank  him  for  all  his  kindness. 
I  should  like  to  have  the  invoice  when  the  things  are 
shipped.  I  hope  they  will  send  them  to  Leith,  and  not 
to  Berwick.  The  plasterer  lias  broke  a  pane  in  the 
armory.  I  enclose  a  sheet  with  the  size,  the  black  lines 
being  traced  within  the  lead;  and  I  add  a  rough  drawing 
of  the  arms,  which  are  those  of  my  mother.  1  should 
like  it  replaced  as  soon  as  passible,  for  I  will  set  the 
expense  against  the  careless  rascal's  account. 

I  have  got  a  beautiful  scarlet  paper,  inlaid  with  gold 
(rather  crimson  than  scarlet)  in  a  present  from  India, 
which  will  hang  the  parlor  to  a  T;  but  we  shall  want 
some  articles  from  town  to  enable  us  to  take  possession 
of  the  parlor — namely,  a  carpet  —  you  mentioned  a 
viaintcot  pattern,  which  would  be  delightful  —  item, 
grate*  for  said  parlor  and  armory  —  a  plain  and  nnex- 
pensive  pattern,  resembling  that  in  my  room  (which  vents 
most  admirably),  and  suited  by  half-dogs  for  burning 
wood.  The  sideboard  and  chairs  you  have  mentioned. 
I  see  Mr.  Bullock  (George's  brother)  advertises  his 
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I^'ton  will  bes^'Xhia^W^'l." -'■'»' 

beg  kind  cocpii^^toT::^  ZT':r*  ''■•"•  AU 

I  .iould  not  b.veZnghtrf-t^p^'!  "  '^"?'  «»' 
'«-tiding„..'.--,^^^^.el»d^_ 

J«»»T,  inrilig  which  Um.,  to  th7h,»ljl.     ^  Irta"  •hort  rf  ih,  .^rBii, 
u_    I.     .  ■"™"«l»o«li»«.io«di 
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me  that  his  "illuBtrioiu  friend"  (for  so  both  the  Ba]]aii> 
tynes  usually  spohe  of  him)  was  so  much  lecoveTed  as  to 
have  resumed  his  usual  literary  tasks,  though  with  this 
difference,  that  he  now,  for  the  6rst  time  in  his  life, 
found  it  necessary  to  employ  the  hand  of  another,  I 
have  now  before  me  a  letter  of  the  8th  April,  in  which 
Scott  says  to  Constable:  ** Yesterday  1  began  to  dictate, 
and  did  it  easily  and  with  comfort.  This  is  a  great  point, 
but  I  must  proceed  by  little  and  little;  last  night  I  had 
a  slight  return  of  the  enemy,  but  baffled  him ; "  —  and 
he  again  writes  to  the  bookseller  on  the  11th,  "John 
Ballantyne  is  here,  and  returns  with  copy,  which  my  in- 
creasing strength  permits  me  to  hope  I  may  now  furnish 
regularly." 

The  copy  (as  MS.  for  the  press  is  technically  called) 
which  Scott  was  thus  dictating,  was  that  of  The  Bride  of 
Lammermoor,  and  his  amanuenses  were  William  Laidlaw 
and  John  Ballantyne;  —  of  whom  he  preferred  the  latter, 
when  he  could  be  at  Abbotsford,  on  account  of  the  supe- 
rior rapidity  of  his  pen;  and  also  because  John  kept  bis 
pen  to  the  paper  without  interruption,  and,  though  with 
many  an  arch  twinkle  in  his  eyes,  and  now  and  then  an 
audible  smack  of  his  lips,  had  resolution  to  work  on  like 
a  well-trained  clerk;  whereas  good  Laidlaw  entered  with 

changing  it  I  thonght  of  ;oil  amid  oil  tUa  agony,  and  of  tha  gntt  gama 
whiok  with  yoor  pazta  and  priaoiplea  liea  bafore  yon  in  Scotland,  and  hmr- 
ing  been  for  Tcry  many  yaaia  the  only  man  of  latten  who  at  laaat  atood  hy. 
If  he  floold  not  anppoft,  tha  haanar  of  ancient  faith  and  loyalty,  I  waa  men- 
tally beqneathiog  to  yon  my  baton,  like  old  Donglaa:  — 

*  TdM  Ihov  tba  jwogttKtd  of  tha  thne 
And  burr  ma  b;  tba  bnclnB  boata, 
n«t  iTom  apoB  JOB  IU7  ka.' 

"IbeUen  the  women  thought  I  waa  growing  lightheaded  aa  they  haatd 
ma  lepeat  a  vhyme  apparently  ao  little  connected  with  my  aitnation.  I 
haTe  mneh  to  lay  to  yon  on  thaae  anbjaota,  for  which  I  hope  we  ehall  haTC 
■  fit  time  ;  for,  like  old  Sir  Anthony  Abaolnte,  I  hope  itill  to  Uto  long 
and  be  very  troubleaome  to  yon.  Indeed,  tha  aurgeon  ooold  not  help  ax- 
preaaing  hia  aatoniahment  at  the  great  strength  of  my  temperament,  and 
I  think  had  an  eye  to  my  rtba  Bfl  gloiione  hoopa  for  a  akeieton."  —  Famil- 
iar Lam,  ToL  ii.  p.  88.] 
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TOoh  keen  teat  into  the  inteiest  of  the  storv  u  it  fln.«J 
6»m  the  author;,  lip.,  that  he  couSTnot  ™^  ^1,^ 
m^».of  .j^ri«„d  delight_"G„de  keep  ™  ?  - 

wh^  did  not  promote  despatch.    I  have  often  howlveT 
m  the  «K|nel,  heard  both  the«  seeretarie,  describ^  4e 

S^began  thig  experunent.     The  affectionate  Laidlaw 
Kr/        *°  '■*°P  ^^"^S'  "''<'■'  »■«  audibleTuSr 

V-^thl^TheT'''    ">  ^'"^*'"  •"'  "-^^ 
omy  see  that  the  doors  are  fast.     I  would  fain  keen  >1 

the  cry  a.  weU  as  aU  the  wool  to  ourselves  buT^  t» 
pvmg  over  work,  that  can  only  be  when  Tamt  wooU 

!!d^  5^  ^  v^*^'**  *°  **  "o**  ™  "Wch  Scott  lay. 
^d  that  aiough  he  often  turned  himself  on  his  piUow 

tent  ?n^  "*  r™?'  ^  '""*"y  continued  iLTn! 
tence  m  the  same  breath.  But  when  dialogue  of  peculiar 
"nation  was  in  progress,  spirit  seemed  to  wl^^^ 

§^pr-t:--r::d^~^gtrr 
3"2r'thT'^hr^L----M»tr£ 

SfTi"''^  «^»tablirf»d.  he  disdStl  to  av^' 
Ltf  fT"  test,  but  resumed,  and  for  many^eS^ 

ernressLlTL  •       .     ^,  ™°*' "'°'« "^^  afterwards, 

«T«sMd  my  surpnse  that  he  did  not  consult  his  Z^ 

"wT  "■  "^T^"'  ""  '''<"'*''  ^y  occasion^yX: 
tatog.  he  answered,  "I  should  as  soon  think  of  it&il 
"nto  a  sedan  chair  whUe  I  can  use  my  legs."  ^      * 

Brw!  Tt"^  ^'  *°''*'°P*»  ^  "''«''  "Chapter  of  The 
Brjde  of  Lammermoor  reached  the  printer^  dn»! 
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gate  •boat  this  time  (May  2,  1819),  then  u  thii  note  in 
the  author's  own  handwriting:  — 

Deax  James,  —  Thew  matters  will  need  mora  than 
your  usual  carefulness.  Look  sharp  —  double  sharp  — 
my  trust  is  constant  in  thee:  — 

**  Tury  woo,  tarrj  woo, 
Twnj  woo  ia  ill  to  Ipin ; 
CmnI  it  WMl,  i»rd  it  wmI, 
Card  it  wr^l  tt*  ;«  bogin. 
When  't  iM  cudad,  low'd,  and  ipmt, 
Then  tho  work  ia  **«*'—  done ; 
Bnt  whan  woran,  draat,  and  elean. 
It  may  ba  nlaading  for  a  qnaan." 

Sobeit,— W.  S. 

But  to  return:  I  rode  out  to  Abbotsford  with  John 
Ballantyne  towards  the  end  of  the  spring  vacation,  and 
though  he  had  warned  me  of  a  sad  change  in  Scott's  ap- 
pearance, it  was  far  beyond  what  I  had  been  led  to  anti- 
cipate. He  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  flesh  —  his  clothes 
hung  loose  about  him  —  his  countenance  was  meagre, 
haggard,  and  of  the  deadliest  yellow  of  the  jaundice  — 
and  his  hair,  which  a  few  weeks  beforo  bad  been  but 
slightly  sprinkled  with  gray,  was  now  almost  literally 
snow-white.  His  eye,  however,  retained  its  fire  un- 
quenched;  indeed  it  seemed  to  have  gained  in  brilliancy 
from  the  new  languor  of  the  other  features;  and  he  re- 
ceived us  with  all  the  usual  cordiality,  and  even  with 
little  perceptible  diminishment  in  the  sprigbtliness  of  his 
manner.  He  sat  at  the  table  while  we  dined,  but  par- 
took only  of  some  rice  pudding;  and  after  the  doth  was 
drawn,  while  sipping  his  toast  and  water,  pushed  round 
the  bottles  in  his  old  style,  and  talked  with  easy  cheer- 
fulness of  the  stout  battle  he  had  fought,  and  which  he 
DOW  seemed  to  consider  as  won. 

"One  day  there  was,"  he  said,  "when  I  certainly 
began  to  have  great  doubts  whether  the  mischief  was  not 
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turn  an  oH  German  ballad  I  hul  l,«™       j-      .       "" 
cent  rhvmes   I  miX  ^^  °*"'  «»d">g  into  de- 

j^a  .or^i  ::^':i^r^e7rre,xtt'^r- 

he  should  copy  them  over  Iw.,  "f-T'  ^  "^ 
about  the  jobto."^r/'^"^  1^*"  f  'f  *  "'«l"er 

j»y  v«.t,  and  this  promise  he  redeemed  before'l  left 
«rof7o'l"f.''*  *^"  '™«  '"^'  '■"'"^^  at  con. 
«ft^r    when  we  were  about  to  follow  hi,  eiampk    Hs 

iSn^H-'^U:^*  ""^  were"S::-edifJ;Tut*'" 
^Tnt  f).,  A^^  '"'«'''»'•  "'^  Scott  of  dLw 
TO.  sent  for,  and  aoon  attended;  and  in  the  0011^  „i 

^  -  ^7  lo-  -e  Wed  that  he  wa.  onoo^Z  : 
ttat  .pace  hi.  agony  extorted  from  him.  WeU  Low^f 
ra  extremity,  by  one.  audible  not  only  all  over  the  hoZ 

^t;:rand  ?  "r'r"^  'J«tanoe'fromlSr'"C: 
ru.  u,  be  out  of  the  way,  and  heard  him  distinctly  at 

►  ^  &»"■■  P'^'cal  W^  (Bi  1834),  ™L  ,1  p.  S48  [C«.bri4p  M. 
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the  bovlin^-green),  it  may  be  nippoaed  that  this  wu  mi- 
fioiently  alanning,  even  to  my  companion;  how  muoh 
more  to  me,  who  liad  never  before  listened  to  that  Toioe, 
except  in  the  gentle  accents  of  kindness  and  merriment. 

I  told  Ballantyne  that  I  saw  this  was  no  time  for  my 
▼isit,  and  that  I  should  start  for  Edinburgh  again  at  an 
early  hour  —  and  begged  he  would  make  my  apologies  — 
in  the  propriety  of  which  he  acquiesced.  But  as  I  was 
dressing,  about  seven  next  morning,  Scott  himself  tapped 
at  my  door,  and  entered,  looking  better  I  thought  than 
at  my  arrival  the  day  before.  "Don't  think  of  going," 
said  he;  "I  feel  hearty  this  morning,  and  if  my  devil 
does  come  back  again,  it  won't  be  for  three  days  at  any 
rate.  For  the  present,  I  want  nothing  to  set  me  up 
except  a  good  trot  in  the  open  air,  to  drive  away  the 
accursed  vapors  of  the  laudanum  I  was  obliged  to  swal- 
low last  night.  Yon  have  never  seen  Yarrow,  and  when 
I  have  finished  a  little  job  I  have  with  Jocund  Johnny, 
we  shall  all  take  horse  and  make  a  day  of  it."  When  I 
said  something  about  a  ride  of  twenty  miles  being  rather 
a  bold  experiment  after  such  a  night,  he  answered  that 
he  had  ridden  more  than  forty,  a  week  before,  under 
similar  cironmstanoes,  and  felt  nothing  the  worse.  He 
added,  that  there  was  an  election  on  foot,  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  Sir  John  Siddell,  of  Riddell,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  the  Selkirk  district  of  Burghs,  and  that 
the  bad  health  and  absence  of  the  Duke  of  Buocleuoh 
rendered  it  quite  necessary  that  he  should  make  exertions 
on  this  occasion.  "In  short,"  said  he,  laughing,  "I 
have  an  errand  which  I  shall  perform  —  and  as  I  must 
pass  Newark,  you  had  better  not  miss  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  it  under  so  excellent  a  cicerone  as  the  old  minstrel, 
'  Whose  withered  eheek  and  trenoi  gnj 
Shall  7et  Me  mmny  *  hetter  day.' " 

About  eleven  o'clock,  accordingly,  he  was  mounted, 
by  the  help  of  Tom  Purdie,  upon  a  stanch,  active  cob, 
yclept    Sibyl  Grey,  —  exactly  such    a  creature  as  is 
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move  onwiml  at  .  genUrpa^  ttil  Z\^f^  "'  .*° 
M.     He  mun«  nr.  J™      JL*^       ™  ™  ttouM  overtake 

Bowhiuf"lVA,rhetu^f„7th"r''"t' 
picturesque  anecdotes  of  fomer  tL,  "''  •■" 

u»iuu  01  me  MigUand  host  when  exoosed  fc,  t>.x>:. 
charge  on  an  extensive  haugh  as  flat  as  IhTv 

his  mother  rememha^j  —    •    ^'  ,  "e"  ■*  "  seemed, 

,^  »d  ^-'"h:::'c<:r!i*j^;p^^^-;- 

tootmen  marching  on  either  sirln  of  fi,«         •         '*™'*' 

HeXS:f  !:,b5  "^^^^^  --' 

his  best  Ste ''  ^  f.        ^*^''  "'^'^  "*  o""  <>« 
estate.  W  Wed  with  particular  kindnTa  yo,^"  X 

Be  t^klXr^f  ^» -- io;^  -P. 

in  her  kind  hanT-  W  « t  T    m     ""^y  *"  "™^ 
aouht  She  wo„Id^i1.tX--„tg^^^o 
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ntunied  mortally  wonnded,  but  lingered  awhQe  under 
her  roof,  and  finally  bequeathed  to  her  and  hen  his  pnm 
and  his  blewing.     "Such,"  he  laid,  "wa»  the  origin  of 

the  respeotable  Uirda  of ,  now  my  good  neighbors." 

The  prime  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  talk  over 
the  politio*  of  Selldrk  with  one  of  the  Duke  of  Buo- 
cleuoh's  great  store-farmers,  who,  as  the  Sheriff  had 
learned,  possessed  private  influence  with  a  doubtful  bailie 
or  deacon  among  the  Sonters.  I  forget  the  result,  if 
ever  I  heard  it.  But  next  morning,  having,  as  he  aa- 
sured  us,  enjoyed  a  good  night  in  consequence  of  this 
ride,  he  invited  us  to  accompany  him  on  a  similar  errand 
across  Bowden  Moor,  and  up  the  Valley  of  the  Ayle;  and 
when  we  reached  a  particularly  bleak  and  dreary  point 
of  that  journey,  he  informed  us  that  he  perceived  in  the 
waste  below  a  wreath  of  smoke,  which  was  the  appointed 
signal  that  a  viavering  Souter  of  some  consequence  had 
agreed  to  give  him  a  personal  interview  where  no  Whig- 
gish  eyes  were  likely  to  observe  them ;  —  and  so,  leaving 
us  on  the  road,  he  proceeded  to  thread  his  way  westward, 
across  moor  and  bog,  until  we  lost  view  of  him.  I  think 
a  couple  of  hours  might  have  passed  before  he  joined  us 
again,  which  was,  as  had  been  arranged,  not  far  from 
the  village  of  Iiilliesleaf.  In  that  place,  too,  he  had 
some  negotiation  of  the  same  sort  to  look  after;  and 
when  he  had  finished  it,  he  rode  with  us  all  round  the 
ancient  woods  of  Bidddl,  but  wouU  not  go  near  the 
house;  I  suppose  lest  ai.y  of  the  afflicted  family  might 
still  be  there.  Many  were  his  lamentations  over  the 
catastrophe  which  had  just  befallen  them.  "They  are," 
he  said,  "one  of  the  most  venerable  races  in  the  south 
of  Scotland — they  were  here  long  before  these  glens  had 
ever  heard  the  name  of  Soulis  or  of  Douglas  —  to  say 
nothing  of  Buccleuch :  they  can  show  a  Pope's  bull  of  the 
tenth  century,  authorizing  the  then  Biddell  to  marry  a 
rehition  within  the  forbidden  degrees.  Here  they  have 
been  for  a  thousand  years  at  least;  and  now  all  the  inher- 
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*taoe  u  to  put  .w>7,  merely  benoN  one  good  worthr 

U.  hound.,  ttd  hi.  bottle  of  ol«t.  like  Srty  oS 
^ed^jeuoM,  but  murt  need,  turn  nientiflo  i«rioultnri.t 
tike  Jmo.t  lUl  hi.  fair  e.t«te  into  hi.  own  h«S^  ^S 
t«.d  for  hin.«lf  perh.p.  ,  hund»d  plough.,*  ^^ 
erery  new  noetoum  th«t  hu  been  tabled  by  the  quwstoh 
,mpn>ver.  of  the  time.  And  what  mjre.  the  Cm 
toe.  more  wonderful  ,.,  that  he  kept  day  J»3 
M8«.  udaUthe  «,.t  of  it,  a.  «»u™^y  Jjf  C>  Sd 
been,  cheesemonger  in  the  Gra«market."  Some  of  the 
mort  remarkable  oiroum,tanoe.  in  Scott',  own  .ub«quent 
1*  have  made  me  often  recaU  thi.  ooaverwtion- with 
^wonder  than  he  eip,e»ed  about  the  min  of  the 

I  remember  he  told  o.  a  world  of  rtorie.,  «,me  trari- 
«a.  »me  comical,  about  the  old  Uird.  of  thi.  time-hS- 
«w<J  lineage;  and  among  other.,  that  of  the  seven  Bible, 
r  «»"«»  bottle,  of  de,  which  he  afterward,  inSL 
m  a  note  to  The  Bride  of  Lammermoor.'    He  y^\Z 

•»•    "  *^  pwh^i*,  BO  portie  fletion  thit  PMoria  how  ^™™  '"* 

•  1^  flommw  ind  I  hy  tow  to  *tp 
with  two  pint  Mmpg  Kt  our  b*d  Iwt  I 
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full  of  uieadotM  abont  •  (ritiid  of  his  father'i, »  miniittr 
of  Lillmleaf ,  who  nignad  for  two  genantioiu  the  moot 
popular  preacher  in  TeWotdak;  bat  I  forget  the  orator'a 
name.  When  the  original  of  Sannden  Fairford  oon> 
gratnlated  him  in  hie  latter  days  on  the  undiminiihed 
authority  he  itill  maintained  —  ereiy  kirk  in  the  neigh- 
borhood being  left  empty  when  it  wai  known  he  wae  to 
mount  the  tmt  at  any  oountiy  eaonunent— the  ihrawd 
dirine  aniwered:  "Indeed,  Mr.  Walter,  I  •ometimes 
think  it  '•  vera  rarpriiing.  There  '•  aye  a  talk  of  this 
or  that  wonderfully  gifted  young  man  fiae  the  college; 
but  whenever  I  'm  to  be  at  the  eame  oceation  with  ony 
o'  them,  I  e'en  mount  the  white  hone  in  the  Bevelationi, 
and  he  ding*  them  a'." 

Thui  Scott  amuied  himielf  and  u«  as  we  jogged  home- 
wards :  and  it  was  the  same  the  following  day,  when  (no 
election  matters  pressing)  he  rede  with  us  to  the  western 
peak  of  the  Eildon  hiUs,  that  he  might  show  me  the 
whole  panorama  of  his  Teviotdale,  and  expound  the  di- 
rection of  the  various  passes  by  which  the  ancient  forayers 
made  their  way  into  EngUnd,  and  tell  the  names  and  the 
histories  of  many  a  monastic  chapel  and  baronial  peel, 
now  mouldering  in  glens  and  dingles  that  escape  the  eye 
of  the  traveUer  on  the  highways.  Among  odier  objects 
on  which  he  descanted  with  particular  interest,  were  the 
ruins  of  the  earliest  residence  of  the  Kerrs  of  Cessford, 
so  often  opposed  in  arms  to  his  own  chieftains  of  Brank- 
aome,  and  a  desolate  little  kirk  on  the  adjoining  moor, 
where  the  Dukes  of  Boxbnrghe  are  still  buried  in  the 

IbaspwtmMil.  ' Mj trieaa,' aU on  o( th<  TmrabU (Mti. ' T<><> bM 
kaov,  wba  wi  mMt  tofrthn  ••  bnAna,  Om  ;oiiii(Mt  niiiMn  nedl 
aloaa  ■  portioi  of  Soriptan  to  lU  iMti  — mljoM  Bibb,  llHnlen, 
faniiamiiji  tekosnjtlH  otbniix,!^  la  tkrir  pUoo  Mi«  rfz  mon 
h>ttl«  of  •!•.' 

"This  iTsod  wonU  Iiat*  nitad  tho  'Imiiiit  Hg«*  of  JoIumo,  who 
uawand  >  pupil  wlio  ioqaind  foe  Um  ml  roU  to  b^finM  with  tho 
Mbtntod  lino, 

*  OooM,  ay  lad,  iDd  ditak  MMC  btor  I '  ** 

—Bmnt  Briih  tf  Lammtrmxr,  aoU  to  ohap.  air. 
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••me  TMilt  with  tha  hen  win  Ml  .»  t .       « 

to  «•  bS  of  tbTLZ!!?  ""•  f^  •*'^  •«^'»'' 

WUdi  fc,aiic  lim.  pnemlh , 

Wj.-  bljrth.  fdl.  k„,  ^  .^• 
Wi4  HoBM  dart  dnlt  „  LMil.r  .Idt. 
■*«1  Sooth  tlut  d,d,  „  T«ro,."  1 

I  P«ted  from  h.m  after  breakfast,  he  Vke  cheerfX 

r/Srt      "^        '*'"'«  ''"  *'  "'S'"  ^""y  ?«>>»%  be 
de.^^A*^'^^,''^'*"''''^  ^0  inteUigence  of  the 

-  foiled  to't'^rb^re'r:"-!!"  """^^  *»  ^ 

'  [Soo  ««,,  toLIL  p,  114,  notfc] 
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TO  lai  una  wnrrAao,  omow  tamk. 
..  ,  A»»onn»D,  Mk  Ma;,  MM, 

Mt  diai  Lou>,  — I  iMud  ttom  Lord  Melrilk,  far 
ywt«rd«y'»  port,  th*  oUamitoiu  newi  whioh  your  Loid- 
•hip'i  rmrj  kind  letter  thii  moment  oonarmed,  had  it 
reqnired  eonflrmstioii.  For  thii  fortnight  put,  my 
hopet  hare  been  Tery  faint  indeed,  and  on  Wedneeday, 
when  I  had  oooaiion  to  go  to  Yanow,  and  my  horM 
tamed  from  habit  to  go  np  the  arenne  at  BowhiU,  I  felt 
deeply  impreiaed  that  it  wai  a  road  I  ihonld  leldom 
trayel  for  a  long  time  at  leaet.  To  your  Loidihip— let 
me  add,  to  myielf  —  thie  U  an  irreparable  Ion;  for  raoh 
a  fund  of  excellent  lenw,  high  principle,  and  perfeot 
honor  have  been  rarely  combined  in  the  name  indiTidual. 
To  the  country  the  inoetimable  lou  will  be  loon  felt,  eren 
by  thoM  who  were  inieneible  to  hie  merit*,  or  wiihed  to 
detract  from  them,  when  he  waa  amongtt  ns.  In  my 
pinion  he  nerer  noorered  from  hia  domeitio  caUmity. 
He  wrote  to  me,  a  few  days  after  that  cruel  event,  a  meet 
affectionate  and  remarkable  letter,  expkining  hit  own 
feelmgi,  and  whUe  he  begged  that  I  would  come  to  him, 
aienring  me  that  I  ahonld  find  him  the  fame  he  would  be 
for  the  future  yean  of  hie  life.  He  kept  hb  wordj  bnt 
I  could  aee  a  grief  of  that  cahn  and  oonoentrated  kind 
which  claim*  the  honn  of  loUtade  and  of  night  fop  iti 
empire,  and  gradually  wartee  the  aprmga  of  life. 

Among  the  thonnnd  painful  feelings  whioh  thii  mel- 
ancholy event  had  excited,  I  have  aometimet  thought  of 
hia  dutanoe  from  home.  Yet  thu  waa  done  with  the 
beat  mtention,  and  upon  the  beat  advice,  and  waa  pep. 
hapa  the  aole  chance  which  remained  for  peeaUbliahment. 
It  haa  pleaaed  God  that  it  haa  failed ;  but  the  beat  means 
were  used  under  the  beat  direction,  and  mere  mortality 
can  do  no  more.  I  am  very  anxious  about  the  dear 
young  ladiea,  whoae  Uvea  were  ao  muoh  devoted  to  their 
father,  and  shaU  be  extremely  deairou*  of  knowing  how 
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^  WMt  no  «pport  tW^I  ''"^•""'  •^^  «^ 
•»onJ.    To  m,  thTworU  IZ^'*'  ""''  ■■'»*—  «» 

»y  own  .ph.„,  ^  ij  ,^^r  '.,.:,      J   ..  ,„,^ 

^wi^SfSu;;,^''-::;'!;;''^'''^  going 

toyonp  LonUhip  fully,  ,ao««h-nJ  Ti,     T     """  ^ '"<"• 

"7  th.  new  which  l^t^t^  ^'L^i'^'  -'""«« 

Lithgow  in  raoh  •  ,t,to  t}mtXlZ  ■  .  '  ^«  '•'« 
«^  that  bmgh.  „it!  PriLtr.    '•  "c  ,1°"'"  ''•  "i" 

»o  get  th,  .ingle  voL  whSh  t  Cta  'f  '■■"'^•'•''• 
we  penon  to  ,tii„d  neuter  Itl.  .^"u,'",.^"™"  <"> 
f«J.  though  thi.  erentrwhen  h'^^'^'^y^- 
faown,  will  be  greatly  .MiJIfl-     .  ^*°'""   generally 

SStT.t^^^^'^^^^'^ir  .'-tBe..  phiio«,pS::i 

•Jd  my  .ton,«,h  .uffered  w  ^,w    /  "T'  "^  '^'d 
<rf  drowning  feelin»  ^h  t        »  ^'""'*'  ***  "«»»«% 

-^-go..on=r^ifi-.^;^W 
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genoe  ct  natural  and  solitary  sorrow,  have  made  me  \rell. 
To-day  I  will  ride  up  to  Selkirk  and  see  the  magistrates, 
or  the  chief  of  them.  It  is  necessary  they  shonld  not 
think  the  cause  deserted.  If  it  is  thought  proper  to  sus- 
pend the  works  at  BowhiU,  perhaps  the  measure  may  be 
delayed  till  the  decision  of  this  matter. 

I  am  sure,  my  dear  Lord,  you  will  command  me  in  all 
I  can  do.  I  have  only  to  regret  it  is  so  little.  But  to 
show  that  my  gratitude  has  surrired  my  benefactor, 
would  be  the  pride  and  delight  of  my  life.  I  never 
thought  it  possible  that  a  man  could  have  loved  another 
so  much,  where  the  distance  of  rank  was  so  very  great. 
But  why  recur  to  things  so  painful?  I  pity  poor  Adam 
Ferguson,  whose  affections  were  so  much  engaged  by  the 
Duke's  kindness,  and  who  has  with  his  gay  temper  a 
generous  and  feeling  heart.  The  election  we  may  lose, 
but  not  our  own  credit,  and  that  of  the  family  —  that 
you  may  rest  assured  of.  My  best  respects  and  warmest 
sympathy  attend  the  d  r.i-  voimg  ladies,  and  Lady  Mon- 
tagu. I  shall  be  acxicu  to  know  how  the  Duchess- 
Dowager  does  under  this  great  calamity.  The  poor  boy 
— what  a  slippery  world  is  before  him,  and  how  early 
a  dangerous,  because  a  splendid,  lot  is  presented  to  him ! 
But  he  has  your  personal  protection.  Believe  me,  with 
a  deep  participation  in  your  present  distress,  your  Lord- 
ship's most  faithfully, 

Walter  Scott. 

Scott  drew  up  for  Ballantyne's  newspaper  of  that  week 
the  brief  character  of  Charles,  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  which 
has  since  been  included  in  his  Prose  Miscellanies  (vol. 
iv.);  and  the  following  letter  accompanied  a  copy  of  it 
toDittonPark:  — 


TO  THI  LOBD  M0NTA8U,   ETC.,  KTO.,  «TC. 

Mt  deab  Lord,  —  I  send  yon  the  newspaper  article 
under  a  different  cover.     I  have  studied  so  much  to  sup- 
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partiaUy  devoted  to  bin,,  ZlitC,  ^Z    '  "'"'  ^"^ 

I  write.  SL  lt»„^\Std  tr7  ^''"^'• 
greatly  under  „.yown  feeHn^^  I  ute^^l?/  •«-« 
five  copies  to  be  nut  in  .  A-te       ^    ,         ''™«'«a  twenty- 

«nd  your  uX  tint  Tb  ""7''  "'  "'"'''•  ^  -"> 
but  I  f«,.  it  was  duVw' J'  ^^TJi  ^'^'^\^\ 

C  „o/t^  I^»  "eno  rur/;!"'-^?-  "-' 

long  been  iTieve  ttt  I^^^  .  ""^f  *^''"Shts  had 
ret  I  hardly  W  ht  I  „^d  °b  "**  **"  ^  ^'""^' 
mne.  """''*  ^^^  gooe  through  the 

-SoVihlrTri::?  ■"•"'  "t  «'™°  -  «>• 

P0«  of  visiting  SeotCLr^.yy'  If'd'l'ip',  pur- 

yuugudies.  ^o'^u:^^  r^'^d^^^b'x:-''  "r 

the  Hiticj"nte«st  orZY  ^  "^i"'*  •'^"'''•■'y  f» 
will  have  an  C^ittS/-'^'  ""•  '»"  ^'^'^ip 
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poblio  beaoaa  in  the  time  of  dstkneas  and  storms.     Ever 
your  most  faithfol  W.  S. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  Scott  returned  to  Ediuburgh, 
and  was  present  next  day  at  the  opening  of  the  Court  of 
Session ;  when  all  who  saw  him  were  as  much  struck  as 
I  had  been  at  Abhotsford  with  the  lamentable  change  his 
illness  had  produced  in  his  appearance.  He  was  unable 
to  persist  in  attendance  at  the  Clerks'  Table  —  for  several 
weeks  afterwards  I  think  he  seldom  if  ever  attempted 
it; — and  I  well  remember  that,  when  the  Third  Series 
of  the  Tales  of  my  Landlord  at  length  came  out  (which 
was  on  the  10th  of  June),  he  was  known  to  be  confined  to 
bed,  and  the  book  was  received  amidst  the  deep  general 
impression  that  we  should  see  no  more  of  that  parentage. 
On  the  18th  he  wrote  thns  to  Captain  Ferguson,  who  bwl 
arrived  in  London  with  the  remains  of  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
oleuch:  — 

TO  CAPTAIN  ADAH    FEBOITSOlf,   KTC.,  BTC.,  M0NTA0T7  HOUSE, 
WHITEHAU.. 

Mt  dsas  Adam,  —  I  am  sony  to  say  I  have  had  an- 
other eifkt  days'  visit  of  my  disorder,  which  has  confined 
■•  chiefly  to  ray  bed.  It  is  sot  attended  with  so  much 
aeate  paia  as  in  spring,  but  with  much  sickness  and 
weakness.  It  will  perhaps  shade  off  into  a  mild  chronic 
complaint — if  it  returns  frequently  with  the  same  vio- 
lence, I  shall  break  up  by  degrees,  and  toAow  my  dear 
Chief.  I  do  not  mean  that  diere  is  the  lea«t  cause  for 
immediate  apprehension,  but  only  that  the  constitution 
must  be  injured  at  last,  as  well  by  the  modes  of  cure,  or 
rather  of  relief,  as  by  the  pain.  My  digestion  as  well 
as  my  appetite  are  for  the  present  quite  gone  —  a  change 
from  former  days  of  Leith  and  Kewhaven  parties.  I 
thank  God  I  can  look  at  this  possibility  without  much 
anxiety,  and  without  a  shadow  of  fear. 

Will  you,  if  your  time  serves,  undertake  two  little 
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commiuions  for  me?    One  m»u»».      u-  j 

Lord  Montagu  to  pat  G^LIT^  "  ^^  ?««'»•  of 

for  kirk  pXmenr  I  dWt^T"  ""^  o"  »  '"' 

hi.  dear  brother's  iZZ^X^-    ^  ^"°*'»>  «»<1  ha» 
which  r^uiTZrT^"^  "P'^"^  *^*°  *«  'hose 

«,».«  is.  thatyo/wuTif  ^;  1"^  t"  '*^°*« 
hiin  what  is  doine  about  iJ^J^'  ""y-  ""^  ** 
<-P~iaUy  about  tjf  cZt  Z  /T^'T  •''^^"'  ""'^ 
h.«»  «be  use  of  whaT^Ld«  ^.wr""""*  *""" 
parlor"  this  season.  I  shoijd^*  .  T  °^  S^' 
«ally  onable.     I  h^pe  v™  wfll  *°  ''™'  ''''^  »» 

.ight  of  you  would  d^le'ld^  tr°  '^°'*  ''°-'  -" 
yet  had.  The  Baronet"  s^^tinl  L  "'™  '.''"'' 
hy  me.  Eve^body  likes  Zs^^  "^."7.1'  ""'.'  '"? 
of  no  one  grudeine  their  &>„ »      k^  """o  ''«»nJ 

^■Ji^^':r^S^,^z  ruf i''  "^"■ 

W.  Scott. 
need^  if  foTL       •  fT  •    '''  ""''Jgenoe  had  they 

'  ifr.  waii.™  ci.,k  J  . ..,,,. 
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sheets,  no  one  ever  sSected  to  perceive  in  either  tala  the 
slightest  symptom  of  his  malady.  Dugald  Dal^tt;  was 
placed  by  acclamation  in  the  same  rank  with  Bailie  Jarrie 
—  a  conception  equally  new,  just,  and  humorous,  and 
worked  out  in  all  the  details,  as  if  it  had  formed  the 
luxurious  entertainment  of  a  chair  as  easy  as  was  ever 
shaken  by  Babelais;  and  though  the  character  of  Mon- 
trose himself  seemed  hardly  to  have  been  treated  so  fully 
as  the  subject  merited,  the  accustomed  rapidity  of  the 
novelist's  execution  would  have  been  enough  to  account 
for  any  such  defect.  Of  Caleb  Balderstone  —  (the  hero 
of  one  of  the  many  ludicrous  delineations  which  he  owed 
to  the  Ute  Lord  Haddington,  a  man  of  rare  pleasantry, 
and  one  of  the  best  tellers  of  old  Scotch  stories^  that  I 
ever  heard)  —  I  cannot  say  that  the  general  opinion  was 
then,  nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  since  lias  been,  very  favor- 
able. It  was  pronounced  at  the  time,  by  more  than  one 
critic,  a  mere  caricature ;  and  though  Scott  himself  would 
never  in  after-days  admit  this  censure  to  be  just,  he 
allowed  that  "he  might  have  sprinkled  rather  too  much 
parsley  over  his  chicken."  But  even  that  blemish,  for 
I  grant  that  I  think  it  a  serious  one,  could  not  disturb 
the  profound  interest  and  pathos  of  The  Bride  of  Lam- 
mermoor — to  my  fancy  the  most  pure  and  powerful  of 
all  the  tragedies  that  Scott  ever  penned.  The  reader 
will  be  well  pleased,  however,  to  have,  in  place  of  any 
critical  observations  on  this  work,  the  following  particu- 
lars of  its  composition  from  the  notes  which  its  printer 
dictated  when  stretched  on  the  bed  from  which  he  well 
knew  he  was  never  to  rise. 

"  The  book  "  (»»y8  James  Ballantyne)  "  was  not  only  written, 
but  published,  before  Mr.  Scott  was  able  to  rise  from  his  bed  i 
and  he  assured  me,  that  when  it  was  first  pat  into  his  hands  in 
a  complete  shape,  he  did  not  recollect  one  single  incident,  char- 
acter, or  conversation  it  contained !  He  did  not  desire  me  to 
understand,  nor  did  I  understand,  that  Iiis  illness  had  erased 
from  liis  memory  the  original  incidents  of  the  story,  with  which 
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h.hijd  been  MqoMoted  from  hi.  boyhood.    Thew  renuuned 
«oted  where  U«y  h«l  ever  been  ,  or,  to  .peak  more  expUoiUy, 
h.  remraibend  the  gonend  f«t.  of  the  existence  of  the  fathS 
and  mothn-,  of  the  «>n  and  daughter,  of  the  riral  lovers,  of  th. 
•ompal»ry  m^mage,  and  the  attacll  m«le  by  the  bride  upon 
the  haple»  bndegr«,m,'  with  the  genenj  «ta.trophe  of  Ae 
whole.     All  the«  thing,  he  recoUected  ju,t  a.  he  did  before  he 
took  to  h«  bed  :  bnt  he  UteraUy  recollected  nothing  el«  -not 
a  smgle  character  woven  by  the  romancer,  not  one  of  the  many 
Mmee  and  pomta  of  humor,  nor  anything  with  which  he  wai 
comiected  a.  the  writer  of  the  work.     'For  a  long  time,'  he 
J^Tt  ^,^''''  fy""  "ly  uneasy  in  the  course  of  my  reading, 
lest  I  should  be  starded  by  meeting  something  altogether  glarl 
ing  and  fairtastic.     However,  I  recoUected  that  you  had  been 
the  ^ter  .«1  I  felt  sure  that  you  would  not  have  permitted 
anytbng  of  this  sort  to  pa...'    •  WeU,'  I  said, '  upon  the  whole, 
how  did  you  hke  it  ?  ■     '  Why,'  he  said, '  as  a  whole,  I  felt  it 
monrtrow  grow  and  gTCte.que ;  hot  rtill  the  worst  of  it  mule 
me  laugh,  and  I  trusted  the  good-natnred  public  would  not  be 
toM  mdulgMt.'    I  do  not  thiak  I  ever  ventured  to  lead  to  the 
discuMion  of  thi.  unguhu-  phMiomenon  again;  but  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  what  I  have  now  said  is  a.  distinctly  re- 
ported  a.  if  It  had  been  taken  down  in  diort.hand  at  the  mo- 
ment;  I  diould  not  otherwin  have  ventured  to  aUude  to  the 
■natter  at  aU.    I  believe  yon  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking 
thu  the  history  of  the  famnan  mind  contains  nothing  mora 
wonderfuL 

Soon  after  Scott  reappeared  in  the  Parliament  House, 
he  came  down  one  Saturday  to  the  vaulted  chambers 
below,  where  the  Advocates'  Library  was  then  kept,  to 

tott"  d.l.d  S.pt«>W  5,  1823,  .Idnari  by  Si,  1.  Hon..  DJrjipI.  ia* 

toa  dj^,rf.rti  of  th.  Lorf  P««l„t  St»ir,  who.,  d.ughter^  tlx 

b»  to  th.  trjdiUoMl  m^  of  th.  TMrj^fl,  fMnfly.'tCudj'.  JS^y 

^b«..„d  th.l  th.  wound  of  th,  bridogroom,Sir  D.nd  DMhTS 
ajd»„,  ,«  mfliotod  by  hi.  LonUhip'.  hsnd.  Th.  l,tt«  i.  ,.«io. 
»iUb«.|,pM,d.d«ofatiir.«iitioMofth.BoTd.— (1841.)  '•■~™" 
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•Mencl  •  lM«tiiig  of  th*  Faoaity,  and  u  the  aaiembly  wu 
limlriim  np,  h*  ntwd  me  to  walk  home  with  him,  taking 
BallmtyiM'f  priatiDg-oAw  in  our  way.  He  moved  Ian- 
gnidly,  aad  uid,  if  he  wat  t»  tUj  in  town  many  days, 
he  mart  muA  tat  Sibyl  Gny;  bat  his  oonveraation  was 
heart-whole;  and,  in  paitioular,  he  laughed  till,  despite 
his  weakness,  the  stiok  was  flourishing  in  his  hand,  over 
the  foUuwing  almost  ineratfbk  aparamen  of  that  most 
absurd  personage  the  late  Earl  of  Buohan. 

Hearing  one  morning  shortly  before  this  time,  that 
Seott  was  actually  in  extrtmia,  the  Earl  proceeded  to 
Castle  Street,  and  found  the  knocker  tied  np.  He  then 
descended  to  the  door  in  the  area,  and  was  there  received 
by  honest  Peter  Mathieson,  whoa*  face  seemed  to  confirm 
the  woeful  tidings,  for  in  truth  his  master  was  ill  enough. 
Peter  told  his  Lordship  that  he  had  the  strictest  orders 
to  admit  no  visitor;  but  the  Earl  would  take  no  denial, 
pushed  the  bashful  coachman  aside,  and  elbowed  his  way 
upstairs  to  the  door  of  Scott's  bedchamber.  He  had  his 
fingers  upon  the  handle  before  Peter  could  give  warning 
to  Miss  Scott;  and  when  she  appeared  to  remonstrate 
against  such  an  intrusion,  he  patted  her  on  the  head  like 
a  child,  and  persisted  in  his  purpose  of  entering  the  sick- 
room so  strenuously,  that  the  young  lady  foimd  it  neces- 
sary to  bid  Peter  see  the  Earl  downstairs  again,  at 
whatever  damage  to  his  dignity.  Peter  accordingly, 
after  trying  all  his  eloquence  in  vain,  gave  the  tottering, 
bustling,  old,  meddlesome  coxcomb  a  single  shove,  —  as 
respectful,  doubt  not,  as  a  shove  can  ever  be,  —  and  he 
accepted  that  hint,  and  made  a  rapid  exit.  Scott,  mean- 
while, had  heard  the  confusion,  and  at  length  it  was  ex- 
plained to  him ;  when,  fearing  that  Peter's  gripe  might 
have  injured  Lord  Buohan's  feeble  pe-  ;on,  he  desired 
James  Ballantyne,  who  had  been  sittiig  by  his  bed,  to 
follow  the  old  man  home — make  him  comprehend,  if  he 
could,  that  the  family  were  in  such  bewilderment  of 
alarm,  that  the  ordinary  rules  of  civility  were  out  of  the 
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Ti^^rf^n; "  f "';  ^'i**"  "-'  ^  ^'^  «■«  object 

witt^tot^t^'  '°,.^'"*'^  "'"•  •'»°"'"  P«»e«J«'  forth- 
B^ttL  ..^^  ^'°r  "  ^'8«  Street  «.d  found  him 
^ttmg  about  hi.  library  in  a  towering  indignation 
Mange's  eUborate  demonrtration,  of%e.^how 

Walter  S«tt  before  he'dl^^a  ITftr^Li:  Vtt^ 
kng  considered  it  a.  a«tirf«,to,7  ciroumatanee  thatle 
«d  I  were  destmed  to  re.t  together  in  the  «une  place  oi 
wpulture.  The  principal  thing,  however,  was  to  relieve 
his  mind  as  to  the  arrangemento  of  hU  fuieral-to  sZ 
hun  a  plan  which  I  had  prenared  fo,  tl,„  T  ■ 
itnil   in  o  «,„.j  i.  preparea  lor  the  procession  — 

Md,  ma  word,  to  assure  him  that  I  took  upon  mvself 
the  whok  conduct  of  the  ceremonial  at  DryS  '^^  He 
^»  exhibited  to  Ballantyne  a  formalTro^He,  in 

not  Walter  Scott,  but  David,  Earl  of  Buohan.  It  had 
been  settled,   „^«.  „lia,  that  the  said  Earl  was  to  p^ 

French  Academicians  in  the  Pire  la  Chai>e. 

And  this  silliest  and  vainest  of  busybodies  was  the 
elder  brother  of  Thomas  and  Henry  Er^e  I  Zt  th! 
Jtoiy  is  weU  known  of  hi,  boasting^ae  daTi  1"  ut 
f^r  wh'^t'"'  •*'  **  ««t->^inary  tflent,  of  hS 

been  ^  .etaed  on  the  younger  branches? 

hil  '  ",  '  '*"*"  *°  *«  9"<"»d  P"«n%  wUl  show 
h«l  «,veral  more  attack,  of  hi,  disorfer,  and  some  ™^ 
ssvew  ones  during  the  autumn  of  1819;  norTTS 
filtl.T^  d  "appeared  untU  about  Christma^  Xt 
In^^ilT."'  ''"  "*""  *"  Abbotsford  in  July,  when 
he  adopted  the  system  of  treatment  recom^iended  by  « 
.kiUul  physician  (Dr.  Dick),  who  had  had  h4e  <^! 
nence  m  ma^a^es  of  this  kind  during  his  IndiSeTe 
»e«ures  graduaUy  became  less  violen?,  and  his  confid^n* 
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that  he  wu  oltiiiutely  to  baffle  the  enemy  tenuUned  nn- 


A*  I  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  him  again  until  he 
wai  ahnoit  entirely  reeitabliihed,  I  ihall  leave  the  pro- 
•IT. it  of  hii  reatoiation  to  be  ooUeoted  from  Iiis  oorre- 
ipondenoe.  But  I  muit  not  forget  to  set  down  what  hii 
lU  >er  Sophia  afterwards  told  me  of  his  conduct  upon 
0' .  aii^ut  in  June,  when  he  really  did  deipair  of  himself. 
>'i  .uen  called  his  children  about  his  bed,  and  took  leave 
1 1  them  with  solemn  tenderness.  After  giviag  them, 
one  by  one,  such  advice  as  suited  their  years  and  charac- 
ters, he  added:  ''For  myself,  my  dears,  I  am  unconscious 
of  ever  having  done  any  man  an  injury,  or  omitted  any 
fair  opportunity  of  doing  any  man  a  benefit.  I  well 
know  that  no  human  life  can  appear  otherwise  than  weak 
and  filthy  in  the  eyes  of  God :  but  I  rely  on  the  merits 
and  intercession  of  our  Bedeemer."  He  then  laid  his  huid 
on  their  heads,  and  said,  "Ood  bless  you  I  Live  so  that 
you  may  all  hope  to  meet  eadi  other  in  a  better  plaee 
hereafter.  AuJ  now  laave  me,  that  I  may  turn  my  face 
to  the  wall."  They  obeyed  him;  but  he  presently  fell 
into  a  deep  sleep;  and  when  he  awoke  from  it  after 
many  hours,  the  crisis  of  extreme  dangir  was  felt  by 
himself,  and  pronounced  by  his  physiciaa,  to  have  bean 
overcome. 

1  [**  War  BMriy  two  jfn  h»  faad  to  itongl^  for  Wo  lifs  witli  lihA'.  wtom 
UfaNM.  wliioli  the  natiuol  stfongth  of  bis  ooaititatiaa  ot  1«ov«li  prond 
■llfflfi'wt  to  throw  otf.  With  iti  difappoanweo,  aldioiigh  raatond  to 
^miU*.!  dif  tppoond  alao  mneh  of  his  fomor  vilfor  of  body,  oetiTit;,  and 
powor  of  ondargtHBC  fatigoo,  wliile  in  powonal  appoMMioo  he  had  ad- 
Tanoad  twenty  yeaza  in  the  downward  ooono  of  life  lui  hair  had  beoome 
bleaohed  to  pare  wlnte  and  Manty  loeka ;  tiia  An  of  hia  eye  r^oenehid ; 
and  his  step,  laaee  nneertain,  had  lost  tlie  vigormu  cwisging  ^t  with 
wliiah  he  was  need  to  peoaeed ;  in  feat,  old  ace  faad  by  many  yeats  aatici* 
patad  ita  uaoal  pn^xeea  aad  marked  hew  eeeeiely  he  bad  enffared."  — 
B  Skaae's  BMUaisonost.  —  Sea  Jmmmi.  ToL  ii.  p.  i>7,  DOta.] 


CHAPTER  XLV 

WOKDF-,   B    WITH    HIS    SON.  -  MI8CELLAKEOC8    LET- 

»K«OE,   J.   o.   LOCKHABT,   JOHN  BALLANTTNB,  loHN 
BIOHABDgON,  «gg  EDOEWOBTH,  LO«d1«ONTaSt    ^ 

BAXE<OBtmG. -DEATH  OF  MBS.   WnxUM  ™,^ 

1818 

1..?^"!  *f"  '*'*  Edinburgh,  on  the  12th  of  Jniy 
to  hjd  not  only  concluded  his  bargain  with  Con,table  fS 
mother  novel,  but  a.  wiU  appear  from  „„e  oh" 
&.""^'  ~°''''''™"''  P"P-'  ■»  «■«  dictation  ol 
That  he  already  felt  great  conBdenoe  on  the  score  of 
h>.  health  may  be  inferred  f,«n  hi,  allowinghlT^ 

repment  rf  Hus«„  in  which  he  had.  shortly  befo«. 
received  his  oommission  a*  Comet. 

uiT^'L^"*^-^  ''"."°'  ***  *"'  "*  his  famUy  thrt 
left  the  hoBM,  wdl  merit  henceforth  a  good  deri  of  ^ 

Abbotrford  to  trj  his  chance,  in  the  active  world,™^ 
m  the  e.ght«nth  year  of  his  age;  and  the  fashk>n  of 

1^  tlT*  ""'^"  '  '^'**™'  "»f  *'<«'  hi.  puents, 
frj^  ^JT"*^  o""'™^-  He  had  been^ted 
fro-  h,  cr«Ue  with  Jl  the  Wnlgenee  that  a  iW  rf 
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I  ou  er«r  pennit  himicU  to  ihow  to  any  of  hit  ohil- 
dnn;  ud  for  HTenl  yean  b*  bad  now  been  hii  fatber't 
dail;  companion  in  all  hii  ont-of -doon  oooupatioiu  and 
amuiementi.  The  parting  was  a  painful  one ;  but  Scott'i 
ambition  centred  in  tbe  heir  of  bit  name,  and  inetead  of 
fruitless  pinings  and  lamentings,  he  henceforth  made  it 
bis  constant  business  to  keep  up  such  a  franlc  correspond- 
ence  with  the  young  man  as  might  enable  himself  to 
exert  over  him,  when  at  a  distance,  the  gentle  inflnenoe 
of  kindness,  experience,  and  wisdom.  The  series  of  hit 
letters  to  his  son  is,  in  my  opinion,  by  far  the  most  inter- 
citing  and  valuable,  as  respects  the  personal  character 
and  temper  of  the  writer.  It  will  easily  be  suppoied 
that,  as  die  young  officer  entered  fully  into  his  faUier's 
generous  views  of  what  their  correspondence  ought  to  be, 
and  detailed  every  little  incident  (rf  his  new  career  with 
the  same  easy  confidence  as  if  he  had  been  writing  to 
a  friend  or  elder  brother  not  very  widely  differing  from 
himself  in  standing,  the  answers  abound  with  opinions 
on  subjects  with  which  I  have  no  right  to  occupy  or  en- 
tertain my  readers :  but  I  shall  introduce  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  work,  at  many  tpeoiment  of  Scott'i  paternal 
advice  as  I  can  hope  to  render  generally  intelligible  with- 
out indelicate  explanations — and  more  especially  such 
as  may  prove  serviceable  to  other  young  pertoni  when 
first  embarking  under  their  own  pilotage  upon  the  sea  of 
life.  Scott's  manly  kindness  to  his  boy,  whether  he  is 
expressing  approbation  or  censure  of  his  conduct,  can 
require  no  pointing  out;  and  his  practical  wisdom  was 
of  that  liberal  order,  based  on  such  comprehensive  views 
of  n.an  and  the  world,  that  I  am  persuaded  it  will  often 
be  found  available  to  the  circumstances  of  their  own 
various  cases,  by  young  men  of  whatever  station  or  pro- 
fession. 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  adhere  as  usual  to  the  chronologi- 
cal order;  and  one  or  two  miicellaneons  letters  must  ac- 
cordingly precede  the  first  article  of  hit  correspondence 
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with  th*  Comrt.  He  tUodM,  bowtm,  to  tb*  ronth'. 
iftm  in  tb*  following:-  ' 

TO  MM.  MAcumc  ourun  o»  toblow. 

««»  pl««n«  tl»„  to  W  yon  «,  l^Z  ZC 
of  loohng  «...  way.     Yon  will  find  M  my  thing,  in  verf 
dUI.«nt  order  from  when  you  were  h.«  Lt,  „d  ple^S^ 
of  room  for  matron  «,d  mi«,  m»  .nl  mnid.     We^Z 
no  engngement.  except  to  Newton  Don  .bout  the  2(Hh 
Augu.t-.f  we  be  Jiye-no  unreuonable  proviw  in  m 
kng  «  en^meat.     My  beJth,  bowever"  «em.  in  » 
&ur  w.y  of  bemg  perfectly  restored.     It  i.  .  joke  to  talk 
of  any  other  remedy  than  that  foreeful  but  mo.t  unplea- 
•ut  one  -  caW.     I  cannot  wy  I  ever  felt  «lvantam 
from  anythmg  ebe,  and  I  am  perfectly  «ti.aed  S, 
uMd  a.  an  alterative,  and  taken  in  very  ,maU  quuititie; 
for  a  long  t.me,  it  murt  eor«ct  aU  the  inaocu'raoirrf 
the  baiuy  orgMu.     At  leart  it  has  done  »  in  my  ca» 
more  radicJly  than  I  could  bare  beUeved  pcsible.    I 
have  mtermitted  the  regime  for  »me  day.,  but  berin  a 
new ,»™  next  week  for  precaution.     Dr.  Dick,  of  the 
**rt  India  Company',  serrioe,  ha.  put  me  on  thi.  coutm 
of  cure,"  and  uy.  be  never  knew  it  fail  unles.  when  the 

*«,wdM|im«. Know .ltk.t<».«g,rii,« him tokm  h,M^J^ 

^rWi^rflmwd  the  honor  .(  i>r»criW,«  «<•  you,  Md  b,  hrf,,  m«™J 
ta^l  P»t  f««.    I  h.«  a.  ™*,  to  wiA  Uu»^^'.Jtta 
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liver  was  irreparably  injured.  I  believe  I  sball  go  to 
Carlsbad  next  year.  If  I  must  go  to  a  watering-plaoei 
I  should  like  one  where  I  might  hope  to  see  and  learn 
something  new  myself,  instead  of  being  hunted  down  by 
some  of  the  confounded  lion-catchers  who  haunt  English 
spas.  I  have  not  the  art  of  being  savage  to  those  people, 
though  few  are  more  annoyed  by  them.  I  always  think 
of  Snug  the  Joiner — 

*'  — ^  If  I  ihonld  u  lion  come  in  ttrift 
Into  iDoh  plaoo,  *t  wvn  pity  on  my  life." 

I  have  been  delayed  in  answering  your  kind  letter  by 
Walter's  departure  from  us  to  join  his  regiment,  the  18th 
Dragoons.  He  has  chosen  a  profession  for  which  he  is 
well  suited,  being  of  a  calm  but  remarkably  firm  temper 
— fond  of  mathematics,  engineering,  and  all  sorts  of  cal- 
culation—  clear-headed,  and  good-natured.  When  you 
add  to  this  a  good  person  and  good  manners,  with  great 
dexterity  in  horsemanship  and  all  athletic  exercises,  and 
a  strong  constitotion,  one  hopes  you  have  the  grounds  of 
a  good  soldier.  My  own  selfish  wish  would  have  been 
that  he  should  have  followed  the  law ;  but  he  really  had 
no  vocation  that  way,  wanting  the  acuteness  and  liveli- 
ness of  intellect  indispensable  to  making  a  figure  in  that 
profession.  So  1  am  satisfied  all  is  for  the  best,  only 
I  shall  miss  my  gamekeeper  and  companion  in  my  rides 
and  walks.  But  so  it  was,  is,  and  must  be  —  the  young 
must  part  from  the  nest,  and  learn  to  wing  their  own 
way  against  the  storm. 

I  beg  my  best  and  kindest  compliments  to  Lady  Comp- 
ton.  Stooping  to  write  hurte  me,  or  I  would  have  sent 
her  a  few  lines.  As  I  shall  be  stationary  here  for  all 
this  season,  I  shall  not  see  her,  perhaps,  for  long  enough. 
Mrs.  Scott  and  the  girls  join  in  best  love,  and  I  am  ever, 
dear  Mrs.  Clephane,  your  faithful  and  most  obedient 
servant,  Walteb  Scott. 


I  have  had  some  hesitation  about  introducing  the  next 
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been  interrapted  partly  by  my  being  obliged  to  go  down 
the  country,  partly  by  an  invasion  of  the  Southron,  in 
the  persons  of  Sir  Jolm  Shelley,  famous  on  the  turf,  and 
his  lady.  I  wish  Dr.  Morris  had  been  of  the  party, 
chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  a  little  Newmarket  man,  called 
Cousins,  whose  whole  ideas,  similes,  illustrations,  eto., 
were  derived  from  the  course  and  training  stable.  He 
was  perfectly  good-huuMred,  and  I  have  not  laughed 
more  this  many  a  day. 

I  think  the  Doctor  has  got  over  his  ground  admirably; 
— only  the  general  turn  of  the  book  is  perhaps  too  favor- 
able, both  to  the  state  of  our  public  society,  and  of  indi- 
vidual character :  — 

"  HU  fooU  hsTe  tlwlr  foUiM  lo  lott  in  a  orowd 
Of  TirtBM  And  feelingf,  that  foUy  gnrnn  proad."  ^ 
But  it  was,  in  every  point  of  view,  right  to  take  this 
more  favorable  tone,  and  to  throw  a  Claude  Lorraine  tint 
over  our  northern  landscape.  We  cannot  bear  the  actual 
bare  truth,  either  in  conversation,  or  that  which  ap- 
proaches nearest  to  conversation,  in  a  work  like  the  Doc- 
tor's, published  within  the  circle  to  wbich  it  refers. 

For  the  rest,  the  Doctor  has  fully  maintained  his  high 
character  for  force  of  expression,  both  serious  and  comic, 
and  for  acnteness  of  observation  —  rem  acu  tetigit  —  and 
his  scalpel  has  not  been  idle,  though  his  lenient  hand  has 
cut  shup  and  clean,  and  poured  balm  into  the  wound. 
What  an  acquisition  it  would  have  been  to  our  general 
information  to  have  had  such  a  work  written,  I  do  not 
say  fifty,  but  even  five-and-twenty  years  ago;  and  how 
much  of  grave  and  gay  might  then  have  been  preserved, 
as  it  were,  in  amber,  which  have  now  mouldered  away. 
When  I  think  that  at  an  age  not  much  younger  than 
yours  I  knew  Black,  Ferguson,  Robertson,  Erskine, 
Adam  Smith,  John  Home,  eto.,  eto.,  and  at  least  saw 
Bums,  I  can  appreciate  better  than  any  one  the  value  of 
a  work  which,  like  this,  would  have  handed  them  down 
1  GoUmith's  Sttaliation. 
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the  fleeting  manner.  oTlLI^  ^f  oentory,  to  record 

their  works.     If  I  aTvi^      £-^°'™  *°  Po»'«"'J'  by 
I  »m  not  inclined  toTen^'irll!^  1  ^  °°<"°''  -hich 

quite  to  enjoy  the  society  of  ™^f  •'  T  °  "  **  "*"  «» 

favored  n.e.  It  was,  howevw  IT^'  ™  J"""  ""* 
noIes.adeitydescendedtol;:TJ  '^"  "o*^"'.  ^r 
cury  himself,  in  ZZt^nt^^     V"".**-^  ?<"*»'  Mer- 

these  two  months^   T  ■        /""j'"  q«««itie.,  for 

iencesof  thiaremedrith^ivJ  "'^''"'^  '''^  "<"'"»■ 
having  recover^  Wh    iT   ""^^  "  """'  "amllonsly, 

mclinftocoltis'tt,^'"^^^  "Pf'-'^Z  'f7''-y°« 
4o4i«%.    Your,  ve^  't^y,       ^"^  ™  '"""^g  P^^tty 

Walteb  Scott. 

PaTii  qnest^i^lfi/"  ^'"^™'  o"  W»  n.ute  to 
-and  whorL^^"^"'  1"  ""*  ""'*"'''  '"«=«on-room 
behalf  of  t^e  ^:^S'^  Z^r^  ^  "'"^^  - 
in  the  metropolis  atlLesaTtimeTl'""'''  ''PP^  '"  *« 


™  "»•  'O'"'  BAILAOTYOT!,  CAM  0» 
LONDON. 


•mSBS.  L0K0M4K  ft  CO., 


I.e«,Xtwi;^"l-'''^ '<"«''•  "'P»«"e  Otters 
*'  "*  *"  SO'''S  0°  quietly.    The  first  vol- 
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ume  i»  very  nearly  flniihed,  and  the  whole  will  be  out  in 
the  first  or  «econd  week  of  September.  It  will  be  well 
if  you  can  report  yourself  in  Britain  by  that  time  at  far- 
thest, as  something  must  be  done  on  the  back  of  this 
same  Ivanhoe.  , 

Walter  left  us  on  Wednesday  night,  and  will  be  m 
town  by  the  time  this  reaches  you,  looking,  I  fancy,  Tery 
like  a  cow  in  a  fremd  loaning.'  He  will  be  heard  of  at 
Miss  Dumergue's.  Pray  look  after  him,  and  help  him 
about  his  purchases. 

I  hope  you  will  be  so  successful  in  your  foreign  jour- 
ney as  to  diddle  the  Edinburgh  folk  out  rf  stme  cash 
this  winter.  But  don't  forget  September,  if  you  wish 
to  partake  the  advantages  thereof. 

I  wish  you  would  see  what  good  reprints  of  old  books 
are  come  out  this  year  at  Triphook's,  and  send  me  a  note 
of  them.  — Yours  very  truly, 

W.  Scott. 

John  Ballantyne  found  the  Comet  in  London,  and  did 
for  him  what  his  fhther  had  requested. 

TO  VB.  JOHK  BALLAiraTNE. 

AsBonFOBD,  JoIt  26,  ISM. 
Deab  John,— I  have  yours  with  the  news  of  Wal- 
ter's rattle-traps,  which  are  abominably  extravagant. 
But  there  is  no  help  for  it  but  submission.  The  things 
seem  all  such  as  cannot  well  be  wanted.  How  the  devil 
they  mount  them  to  such  a  price,  the  tailors  best  know. 
They  say  it  takes  nine  tailors  to  make  a  man  — appar- 
ently, one  is  sufficient  to  ruin  him.  We  shall  rub 
through  here  well  enough,  though  James  is  rather  glumpy 
and  dumpy— chiefly,  I  believe,  because  his  child  is  un- 
well. If  you  can  make  any  more  money  for  me  in  Lon- 
don, good  and  well.  I  have  no  spare  cash  till  Ivanhoe 
comes  forth.     Yours  truly,  W.  SoOTT. 

'  ilnjiiM  — aitniigepMtnn. 
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P.  S.  — K,.:rted  are  «undiy  letters  of  introduction 
for  the  a-deeant  Laird  of  Gilnocltie. 

TO  MUa  EDQKWOBTH   OF  SDOBWOBIBnOWK. 
„  „  A»B0I1»0»D,  Jqlj  21,  1  U». 

Mt  deab  Miss  Edqewobth,  -  When  this  shaU  hap- 
pen  to  reach  your  hands,  it  wiU  be  accompanied  by  a 
second  edition  of  Walter  Scott,  a  tall  copy,  as  coUectors 
say,  and  bound  in  Torltey  leather,  garnished  with  aU 
sorts  of  fur  and  frippery -not  quite  so  weU  lettered, 
however,  as  the  old  and  vamped  original  edition.  In 
other  and  more  intelligible  phrase,  the  tall  Comet  of 
Hussars,  whom  this  will  introduce  to  you,  is  my  eldest 
son,  who  is  now  just  leaving  me  to  join  his  regiment  in 
Ireland.  I  have  charged  him,  and  he  is  himself  sufB- 
oiently  anxious,  to  avoid  no  opportunity  of  making  your 
acquaintance,  as  to  be  known  to  the  good  and  the  wise 
18  by  far  the  best  privUege  he  can  derive  from  my  con- 
nechon  with  literature.  I  have  always  felt  the  value 
of  having  access  to  persons  of  talent  and  genius  to 
be  the  best  part  of  a  Utorary  man's  prerogative,  and 
you  will  not  wonder,  I  am  sure,  that  I  should  be  de- 
sirous  this  youngster  should  have  a  share  of  the  same 
benefit. 

I  have  had  dreadful  bad  health  for  many  months  past, 
and  have  endured  more  pain  tian  I  thought  was  consist- 
ent with  life.  But  the  thread,  though  fraU  in  some  re- 
|5>eots,  IS  tough  in  others;  and  here  am  I  with  renewed 
health,  and  a  fair  prospect  of  regaining  my  strength, 
much  exhausted  by  such  a  train  of  suffering. 

I  do  not  know  when  this  wiU  reach  you,  my  son's 
motions  being  uncertain.  But,  find  you  where  or  when 
It  wUl,  ,t  comes,  dear  Miss  Edgeworth,  from  the  sincere 
admirer  of  your  genius,  and  of  the  patriotic  and  excellent 
inanner  in  which  it  has  always  been  exerted.  In  which 
character  I  subscribe  myself  ever  yours  truly, 

Waliee  Scott. 
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I  beliere,  at  the  time  wlMn  the  foregoing  letter  ww 
vritten,  Soott  and  Miw  Edgeworth  had  never  met.  The 
next  «ai  addreued  to  a  gentleman  whoae  acquaintance 
the  poet  had  formed  when  collecting  materiids  for  hii 
edition  of  Swift.  On  that  oocaaion  Mr.  Hartstonge  wa» 
of  great  lerTice  to  Scott— and  he  appears  to  have  paid 
him  aoon  afterwarda  a  viait  at  Abbotaford.  Mr.  Hart- 
stonge was  an  amiable  and  kind-hearted  man,  and  enthn- 
siastically  devoted  to  literature;  but  his  own  poetical  tal- 
ents were  undoubtedly  of  the  sort  that  finds  little  favor 
either  with  gods  or  columns.  He  seems  to  have  written 
shortly  before  th's  time  to  inquire  about  his  ol '  acquaint- 
ance's health. 

TO  HATTHKW  WILD  HABTnONOI,  ZSQ.,  MOLESWOBTH  STBUT, 

DUBLnr. 

ABaonroBD,  Jul;  21,  1818. 
Mt  deab  Sib,  — ...  Fortunately  at  present  my  sys- 
tem is  pretty  strong.  In  the  mean  while  my  family  are 
beginning  to  get  forwards.  Walter  (you  remember  my 
wading  into  Cauldshiels  Loch  to  save  his  little  frigate 
from  wreck)  is  now  a  Comet  of  six  feet  two  inches  in 
your  Irish  18th  Hussars;  the  regiment  is  now  at  Cork, 
and  will  probably  be  next  removed  to  Dublin,  so  you 
will  see  your  old  friend  with  a  new  face;  be-furred,  be- 
feathered,  and  be-wbiskered  in  the  highest  military  ton, 
I  have  desired  him  to  call  upon  you,  should  he  get  to 
Dublin  on  leave,  or  oome  there  upon  duty.  I  miss  him 
here  very  much,  for  he  was  my  companion,  gamekeeper, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  when  one  loses  one's  own  health  and 
strength,  there  are  few  things  so  pleasant  as  to  see  a  son 
enjoying  both  in  the  vigor  of  hope  and  promise.  Think 
of  this,  my  good  friend,  and  as  you  have  kind  affections 
to  make  some  good  girl  happy,  settle  yourself  in  life 
while  you  are  young,  and  lay  up,  by  so  doing,  a  stock  of 
domestic  happiness,  against  age  or  bodily  decay.  There 
are  many  good  things  in  life,  whatever  satirists  and  mis- 
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jinUiroiK»  may  r*y  to  the  contruy;  but  probabW  th. 

»-  to  them  who  ,™  Z^  u"  ""  *"  """•'• 

«n  ^.f  f^    T  "  """'P'*'*^  »'*  battlement  and  bwt . 
MB,  bnt  the  old  cottage  remain,  hidden  among  creen^ 

tilT  „H     ??  m«,.ion-which  I  will  not  do  haH 

A^r  m^  5!!        "  ""P'''  '"""'"'*  ^^  «<»mmod.tion. 

~i  u  ^?    *"  '"■'  ''«™'  '"kon  the  deffree  of  mv  m 

P-d  by  a.e  regularity  of  my  corre,ponden^f„r  K 

it™.  'S.  ^'*'  ■"'•  ^  '»''«  '"'1  of  l""*  both  pkin  a^d 
Unguor  sufficient  to  ju,tify  my  .ilence.  Xw^^ 
howeyer,alway.mo.ttoulyyour;,  ^beve  me, 

Walter  Scott. 

f.ft!,\fr*  letter  the  yomig  Comet  woeived  from  hi. 
ha»r^afte,  mounting  hi.  "rattk-trap."  wa.  the  foW 

TO  OOBSI^  WAITBI  „OTI,  !«,  hUMAB.,  cohK. 
I^AB  WX.T^  _I  ^  ^^^'ST^OuT't'^^rtO 

t!™.r'  V  "''"«T"'8  yo"  bttsinew  weU  and  eiBedk 

I  W  ;      ^"""ty-^.  to  whom  I  addresMd  them 
nel  .^T^'rV'"*'  ''^  <•"''  ^  '""■  y"  Colo. 

«pJt'iinCiu^:;r.ra       -^z 

you  are  very  fully  provided  with  aU  the«,  appoiuLento 
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yon  must  be  particular  in  taking  out  of  them,  otberwiie 
the  ezpenie  of  replacing  them  will  be  a  great  burden. 
Colonel  Murray  leonii  diipoud  to  rfiow  you  much  atten- 
tion. Ho  it,  I  am  told,  rather  a  reierved  man,  whieh 
indeed  it  the  manner  of  hit  family.  You  will,  therefore, 
be  the  more  attentive  to  what  he  layt,  at  well  at  to  an- 
iwer  all  advanoet  he  may  make  to  you  with  cordiality 
and  frankneit;  for  if  you  bo  thy  on  the  one  hand,  and 
he  reierved  on  the  other,  you  cannot  have  the  benefit  of 
hit  advice,  which  I  hope  and  with  you  may  gain.  I  thall 
be  gnided  by  hit  opinion  retpecting  your  allowance:  he 
ttipuUtet  that  yon  thall  have  only  two  hortei  (not  to  be 
changed  without  hit  content),  and  on  no  account  keep  a 
gig.  You  know  of  old  how  I  detest  that  mania  of  driv. 
ing  wheel-barrows  up  and  down,  when  a  man  hat  a  hand- 
tome  horse,  and  can  ride  him.  They  are  both  fooliih 
and  expepsive  thingt,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  only  fit 
for  English  bagmen  —  therefore  gig  it  not,  I  pray  you. 

In  buying  your  horses  you  will  be  very  cautious.  I 
tee  Colonel  Murray  has  delicacy  about  assisting  you 
directly  in  the  matter  —  for  he  says  very  truly  that  some 
gentlemen  make  a  sort  of  traffic  in  horse-flesh  —  from 
which  his  duty  and  inclination  equally  lead  him  to  steer 
dear.  But  he  will  take  care  that  you  don't  buy  any  that 
are  unfit  for  service,  as  in  the  common  course  they  must 
be  approved  by  the  commandant  as  chargen.  Betides 
which,  he  will  probably  give  you  some  private  hints,  of 
which  avail  yourself,  at  there  it  every  chance  of  your 
needing  much  advice  in  tliia  butiness.  Two  thingt  I 
preach  on  my  own  experience:  1»<,  Never  to  ouy  an 
aged  horse,  however  showy.  He  mutt  have  done  work, 
and,  at  any  rate,  will  be  unserviceable  in  a  few  yean. 
idly,  To  buy  rather  when  the  horse  is  something  low  in 
condition,  that  you  may  the  better  see  all  his  points. 
Six  years  is  the  oldest  at  which  I  would  purchase.  You 
will  run  risk  of  being  jockeyed  by  knowing  gentlemen  of 
your  own  corps  parting  with  their  experienced  chargers 
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d«red  by  repeated  charge,  .ad  bolt..    If  you  «e  a  brother, 
offloer  .  horw  that  plea«.  you  much,  aid  Z^Z^l 

for  thai  purpo«  we  bun  in  the  .table.     If  he  .hift.  and 

MciMd  after  a,l.     The  officer  who  leave,  hi.  corn,  mav 
a^le    'X'^".'  <foodhor.e..  arlperh.p.  .ellingTa^n: 

p«t  with  a  good  W  without  »me  great  advMitage. 

You  W.U  „m«u  at  Cork  till  you  have  leamTyour 
«gm.ental  du^,  iu.d  th™  p«,bibly  be  de^ed  " 

2,r  .tilil  ''%"?'»"  •"S-ge-.  mathematic.  „d 
oaer  ,t„d.e..  To  hare  lo.t  that  which  you  already  in 
jome  degree  po.«»,_and  that  which  «  don-Tpm^^ 
we  won  forget-would  be  a  .ubjeot  of  uncea.iL'^Cn 
lr„»rT^'-  ^r  •»'*  Kood  iatr«luctToL Td 
^  J^  *"  '""'  '""""  "^  '*'«°-  Something  ta 
ttu  ,e.pect  your  n«ne  may  do  for  yon-a  fair  advan. 
tage,  If  uwd  with  diMretion  and  propriety.  By  the  wav 
I  mjTect  you  did  not  oJl  on  Johi  Kiohidwn  '' 

Tie  g,rU  were  very  dull  after  you  left  n.;  indeed  the 
mght  you  wen^^away,  Anne  h«l  hy.teric..  which  U^ 
•ome  time.  Charles  al»  wa.  down  in  the  monthTlmd 
p.p.  and  mamma  a  little  grr.™  and  dejected.     I  w„"d 

Z  Z'Z'^rr'''  o*  *"««»' -PortancrneU 
^1a  ft  ="?**''  Penw-H-?"  are  not  alway.  long 
muaed,  and  to  make  a  bit  of  a  parody,—  ^ 


TOl.  TI 


"  Down  «JU  th.  r.iB,  op  geta  th.  TO, 
Jnrt  u  il  W«llM  wm  Dot  goofc"^ 
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W*  ooofoit  onnalm  with  th«  bopM  tbat  jron  u*  to  U 
h»ppj  in  the  ooonpation  you  h«Te  ahoMn,  and  in  jronr 
new  Moietjr.  Let  me  know  if  there  are  iny  well-informed 
men  unong  them,  though  I  don't  eipeot  jou  to  And  out 
that  for  wmie  time.  Be  oiril  to  all,  till  yon  ean  by  de- 
greec  ilnd  out  who  ue  really  beat  deierring. 

I  enoloee  a  letter  from  Sophia,  which  doubtUw  oon- 
taini  all  the  newa.  St.  Botwell'e  Fair  rained  miierably, 
and  dinppointed  the  miaaee.  The  weather  haa  aince  been 
delightful,  and  harreat  advanoea  faat.  All  here  goei  its 
old  round  —  the  habit*  of  age  do  not  greatly  change, 
though  thoae  of  youth  do.  Mamma  haa  been  quite  well, 
and  ao  have  I  —  but  I  atill  take  calomel.  I  waa  obliged 
to  drink  aome  claret  with  Sir  A.  Don,  Sir  John  Shelley, 
and  a  funny  little  Newmarket  quiziy,  called  Conaina, 
whom  they  brought  here  with  them  the  other  day,  but  I 
waa  not  the  worae.  I  wiah  yon  had  Sir  J.  S.  at  your 
elbow  when  you  are  buying  your  horaea  —  he  ia  a  very 
knowing  man  on  the  turf.  I  like  hia  lady  very  much. 
She  ia  perfectly  feminine  in  her  mannera,  haa  good  aenae, 
and  playa  divinely  on  the  harp;  besidea  all  which,  ahe 
ahoots  wild  boara,  and  ia  the  boldeat  horaewoman  I  ever 
aaw.  I  aaw  her  at  Paria  ride  like  a  lapwing,  in  the 
midat  of  all  the  aide-de-oampe  and  auite  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington. 

Write  what  your  horaea  oome  to,  etc.  Your  outfit 
will  be  an  ezpenaive  matter;  but  once  aettled,  it  will  be 
fairly  launching  yon  into  life  in  the  way  you  wished,  and 
I  trust  you  will  see  the  neceaaity  of  prudence  and  a  gen- 
tlemanlike economy,  which  oonsista  chiefly  in  refnaing 
one'a  aelf  trifling  indulgenoea  nntil  we  can  eaaily  pay  for 
them.  Once  more,  I  beg  you  to  be  attentive  to  Colonel 
Murray  and  to  hia  lady.  I  hear  of  a  diaeaae  among  the 
moorfowl.  I  auppoae  they  are  dying  for  grief  at  you 
departure. 
Ever,  my  dear  boy,  yoni  affectionate  father, 

Walter  Scott. 
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TO  TRB  iAMS. 


bow  you  k.  your  b«rth.r-offloer,,  .„d  how  you  di.p«» 
of  your  tuM.  Th.  drill,  wd  ridi„g.«ho^l  wi  l"^ 
^.  oooupy  much  of  your  morning,  f^r  «m  i^  [ 
tonrt.  how.T.,  you  will  keep  i„  ,i.w  drawing.  Un! 
fT^.'  ,  'V'  "*<»'»"''K  •'»''  '"  even  Wf  ,S  C 
m  making  h.m.d  n.«ter  of  it.  Th.  habit  cfdiCdZ 
•way  time  u  e...ly  acquired,  and  w  i.  that  of  puttinf 
arery  moment  either  to  u«  or  to  amu«ment.         ^      ' 

rf  your  brotherKjfflcer.,  until  y,„  „b«,rve  which  of  them 
oreditoble  fnend..     It  i.  .el.'       that  the  Deonle  whn  ™f 

wX'Tbi:"^  '""""'  »»  pleaTr'^o^'-'J^ 
worthy  of  being  known.  At  th,  «n.,  time  you  wUl  take 
«re  to  return  all  civility  which  i.  offered.  ^V  ^Sf„ 
jndfr«Jcne«.  The  Ihilian.  have  a  prove,  -vhich" 
hope  you  have  not  forgot  poor  PierroW',  le.    ,  .  «,  f„ 

thmk  of  him  i  and  it  i.  the  leu  prudent,  a.  you  wUl  Bnd 
««on.  „  aU  probability,  to  chiige  yo^r  o^ini^mo™ 

-I'Jf  '^*'^/°.''T  °*  y°°'  ^"S  fit^  with  a  good 
-drmk,  .t«d,  and  lie  Uke  the  devO.  If  you  co^K 
«p  a  canny  Soot,  it  would  be  well.     Let  me  know  aC 

even  dnnking  what  i.  oaUed  a  certain  quantity  every 
^deW  ""/J!"?""''''  »«'  •'y  hereditary'deJ^nt  ^Z 
fte/^^;-  ^  ^^r*  ""  P«>'Dnke  of  Buccleuch  laid 
ae  foundation  of  that  di«a«  which  oocioned  hi,  pre- 
mature death  m  the  exce«e.  of  ViUar.'.  regiment,  wd 
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I  am  aorry  and  ashamed  to  Bay,  for  your  mming,  that 
the  habit  of  drinking  wine,  ao  much  practised  when  I 
was  a  young  man,  occasioned,  I  am  convinced,  many  of 
my  cruel  stomach  complaints.  You  had  better  drink  a 
bottle  of  wine  on  any  particular  occasion,  than  sit  and 
sak  and  sipple  at  an  English  pint  every  day. 

All  our  bipeds  are  well.  Hamlet  had  an  inflammatory 
attack,  and  I  began  to  think  he  was  going  mad,  after 
the  example  of  his  great  namesake,  but  Willie  Laidlaw 
bled  him,  and  he  has  recovered.  Pussy  is  very  well. 
Mamma,  the  girls,  and  Charlie,  join  in  love.  Yours 
affectionately,  W.  S. 

P.  S.  —  Always  mention  what  letters  of  mine  you  have 
received,  and  write  to  me  whatever  comes  into  your  head. 
It  is  the  privilege  of  great  boys  when  distant  that  they 
cannot  tire  papas  by  any  length  of  detail  upon  any  sub- 
ject. 

TO  THE  SAMB. 

ABBOTirOBD,  18th  Aagnit,  181ft 
Mt  deabest  Walteb,  —  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
Colonel  Murray  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  on  your 
behalf.  I  hope  he  has  received  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  him  a  fortnight  since  under  Mr.  Freeling's  cover.  It 
enclosed  a  parcel  of  letters  to  you.  I  took  the  liberty  of 
asking  his  advice  what  allowance  you  should  have  to 
assist  you.  You  know  pretty  well  my  circumstances  and 
your  own,  and  that  I  wish  you  to  be  comfortable,  but  not 
in  any  respect  extravagant;  and  this  for  your  own  sake, 
and  not  for  that  of  money,  which  I  never  valued  very 
much,  perhaps  not  so  much  as  I  ought  to  have  done.  I 
think  by  speaking  to  Colonel  Murray  you  may  get  at  his 
opinion,  and  I  have  so  much  trust  in  your  honor  and 
affection  as  to  confide  in  your  naming  your  own  alloff- 
ance.  Meantime,  lest  the  horse  should  starve  while  the 
grass  grows,  I  enclose  a  cheque  upon  Messrs.  Coutts  for 
£50,  to  accompt  of  your  first  year's  allowance.  Your 
paymaster  will  give  you  the  money  for  it  I  dare  say. 
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Yon  Inve  to  endone  the  Wll   ;  <         •. 
the  b«,k  of  it.  •  '•  '••  """  y°"  °*"e  »» 

AU  concerned  are  pleased  with  yonr  kind  token,  of 
mnembrance  from  London.     ManL,  and  I  ^°  the 
caricatures  very  much.     I  think,  however,  JJe^yot 
ftem  shows  the  fancy  and  talent  of  old  G^^t  h7b^ 
c^  insane  I  suppose  by  racking  his  brain  to  L„h  o 
^r^t  Ideas,  and  was  supported  in  his  helpT»  co^ 
Tja^V^XZTl^^r^  '^  e™»*  print-shop  L 

ZtZh^^'.T^''^  *"  60-^^ity  to  remember 
th^  she  had  made  thousands  by  his  labor. 

«ejJl  as  weU  as  possible,  «iving  that  Charle  r^e  to 
Uwrence  fa„  yesterday  in  a  private  excursion,  and  mad^ 
to  d!:^f  ""■  "*^«  "^-eerbread,  whereb^  he  ^e 

yesterday.  The  enclosed  w  11  help  vou  to  set  .m  ,v,„„ 
jnd  to  get  and  pay  whatever  is  ^Z^.  1  HtZ 
W  a  touch  of  your  hand  to  make  the  pa^es  rise  'n  Z 

TC;™  "^  '"^^  '*'"'  -  ""^^  afertnrarus"  a?* 
raid  B^^^  ''fl  keep  an  account  of  money  received  and 
•^  J  v^..'  '"*'*  '^^  ™'ed  for  the  purpose  for 
^d^shiUings,  andpence^and  keep  an  acSTf  c^^' 

l.^r^'  ^^  "  "SnJarly  kept.     But  any  verv 

»»11  expense,  you  can  enter  as  "Sundries,  i!0?8-  6^ 
which  saves  trouble.  ' 

You  will  find  this  most  satisfactory  and  useful  But 
mdeed,  arithmetic  is  indispensable  to^  soldie^wt  ^^l 
torise  m  his  profession.  AU  military  movements  deZd 
ni^nc^cUat^on  of  time,  numbersr^d  distance  ^ 
iuTT  ^  "cT.'**  ""^  -  'opposed  with  eating  birds  m 
ae»  feathers.  Sisters,  brother,  and  mamma  joh.  iLlov" 
W^  ><"™"?/«>  hussa*r;"_I  dare  s^y  yo^l^^e 

Walter  Scott. 


il 
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p.  S.  — Yesterday,  the  12th,  would,  I  »uppoBe,  pro- 
duce some  longings  after  the  Feel  heights. 

In  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Richardson,  we  see  Scott 
busied  about  certain  little  matters  of  heraldic  importance 
which  had  to  be  settled  before  his  patent  of  baronetcy 
could  be  properly  made  out.  He  also  alludes  to  two 
little  volumes,  wh'.oh  he  edited  during  this  autumn  — 
the  Memorials  of  the  Haliburtons,  a  thin  quarto  (never 
published)  — and  the  poems  of  Patrick  Carey,  of  which 
he  had  given  specimens  some  years  before  in  the  Annual 
Begister. 

TO  JOHU  BIOHABDSOS,  X8Q.,  FLUDTKB  STBESr,  WBSTMDrSTKB. 
ABBOTafOBS.  22d  Angiut,  1819- 
Mt  deae  Hichabdson,  —  I  am  sorry  Walter  did  not 
get  to  your  kind  domicile.  But  he  stayed  but  about  five 
or  six  days  in  London,  and  great  was  his  haste,  as  you 
may  well  suppose.  He  had  a  world  of  trinkums  to  get, 
for  you  know  there  goes  as  much  to  the  man-millinery 
of  a  young  officer  of  hussars  as  to  that  of  an  heiress  on 
her  bridal  day.  His  complete  equipage,  horses  not  in- 
cluded, cost  about  jeseO,  and  if  you  add  a  couple  of 
blood  horses,  it  will  be  je200  more,  besides  the  price  of 
his  commission,  for  the  privilege  of  getting  the  hardness 
of  his  skull  tried  by  a  brick-bat  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Radical  Reformers.  I  am  not  much  afraid  of  these  folks, 
however,  because  I  remember  1793  and  1794,  when  the 
same  ideas  possessed  a  much  more  formidable  class  of 
the  people,  being  received  by  a  large  proportion  of  farm- 
ers, shopkeepers,  and  others,  possessed  of  substance.  A 
mere  mob  will  always  be  a  fire  of  loose  straw;  but  it  is 
melancholy  to  think  of  the  individual  mischief  that  may 
be  done.  I  did  not  find  it  quite  advisable  to  take  so  long 
a  journey  as  London  this  summer.  I  am  quite  recovered ; 
but  my  last  attack  was  of  so  dreadful  a  nature,  that  I 
wish  to  be  quite  insured  against  another  —  i.  e.,  as  much 
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u  one  can  be  insnied  ugainrt  luch  a  circumstance— be- 
fore leaving  home  for  any  length  of  time. 

threatened  to  hurry  me  to  the  next:  I  enclose  a  drawing 
of  my  arms,  w.th  the  supporters  which  the  heralds  here 
MSign  me.  Our  fr.end  Harlen  seem,  to  wish  I  would 
adopt  one  of  his  Mer-maidens,  otherwise  they  should  be 
both  Moors  M  on  the  left  side.  I  have  Z  added  ^ 
miprc«,.on  of  my  «al.  You  can  furnish  Sir  Geo.^ 
Nvlor  with  a,  much  of  my  genealogy  as  wiU  serve  Z 
pr»ent  purpose.  I  shall  lo«,  no  time  in  connecting 
STh  vl  »  ee-*™!  ""«=«  with  my  grand-uncle.  the 
Ust  HiUiburton  of  Dryburgh  Abbey,  or  Newmains,  as 
they  oaU  It  I  spoke  to  the  Lyon-office  people  in  Edin- 
burgh.  I  find  my  entry  there  wiU  be  an  easy  matter, 
the  proofs  being  very  pregnant  and  accessible.  I  would 
not  stop  for  a  trifling  expense  to  register  my  pedigree  in 
EnglMid,  as  far  as  you  think  may  be  necessa^,  to  show 
aiat  It  IS  a  dwent  one.  My  ancestors  were  brave  and 
honest  men,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  them, 
though  they  were  neither  weal%  nor  great. 

As  something  of  an  antiquary  and  genealogist,  I  should 
not  like  there  were  any  mistakes  in  this  matter,  so  I  send 
you  a  small  note  of  my  descent  by  my  father  and  my  pa- 

^°  V  wl  **"•  "'""  »  °'«°'»«nd'"n  of  the  proofs 
by  which  they  m»y  oe  supported,  to  which  I  might  add 
!r°.  «??."*  °"^  witnesses.  I  hate  the  be-ne  sus- 
perted  of  fishing  for  a  pedigree,  or  bolstering  one  up 
with  false  statements.     How  people  can  bring  themselvM 

ttJiburton  MS.,  of  which  I  have  printed  twenty  for  the 
Mtisfaction  of  a  few  friends.    You  can  have  any  part  of 

.tri^^l  •?  i^"-^™  "^^^  ""S^"*  *»  ^  registered.  I 
Aould  lie  If  Sir  George  Naylor  would  take  the  trouble 
of  looking  at  the  proofs,  which  are  chiefly  extracts  frem 
tte  public  r«!ord,.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  you 
•Iso  a  copy  of  a  little  amatour-book  -  Carey's  Poems- 
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a  thoroughbred  Cavalier,  and,  I  think,  no  bad  venifier. 
Kind  oompliiuento  to  Mm.  Biohardson.  Yours,  my  dear 
Eiohardson,  most  truly,  Walter  Scott. 

TO  COBHXT  W.   aOOTT,  18TH   HU88ABS,   CORK. 

AsBOTBrou),  Ith  September,  1819. 
Deab  Waltke,  — Tour  very  acceptable  letter  of  the 
26th  reached  me  to-day.  I  had  begun  to  be  apprehen- 
sive that  the  draft  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Philis- 
tines, but  the  very  long  calm  must  have  made  the  packets 
slow  in  their  progress,  which  I  suppose  was  the  occasion 
of  the  delay.  Kespeoting  the  allowance.  Colonel  Murray 
informs  me  that  from  je200  to  je250,  in  addition  to  the 
pay  of  a  Comet,  ought  to  make  a  young  man  very  com- 
fortable. He  adds,  which  I  am  much  pleased  to  hear, 
that  your  officers  are,  many  of  them,  men  of  moderate 
fortune,  and  disposed  to  be  economical.  I  had  thought 
of  j£200  as  what  would  suit  us  both,  but  when  I  see  the  ac- 
count which  you  very  properly  keep,  I  shall  be  better  able 
to  determine.  It  must  be  considered  that  any  uncommon 
expense,  as  the  loss  of  a  horse  or  the  like,  may  occasion 
an  extra  draft  over  and  above  the  allowance.  I  like  very 
much  your  methodical  arrangement  as  to  expenses;  it  is 
rather  a  tiresome  thing  at  first  to  keep  an  aooompt  of 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  but  it  is  highly  necessary, 
andVnables  one  to  see  how  the  money  actually  goes.  _  It 
is,  besides,  a  good  practical  way  of  keeping  up  acquaint- 
ance with  arithmetic,  and  you  will  soon  find  that  the 
prlioiples  on  which  all  military  movements  turn  are 
arithmetical,  and  that  though  one  may  no  doubt  learn  to 
do  them  by  rote,  yet  to  ntSkr  -nd  them,  you  must  aave 
recourse  to  numbers.  Your  adjutant  will  explain  this  to 
you.  By  the  way,  as  he  is  a  foreigner,  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  keep  up  a  little  of  your  French  and  Ger- 
man. Both  are  highly  necessary  to  you;  the  knowledge 
of  the  last,  with  few  other  qualifications,  made  several 
officers'  fortunes  last  war. 
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I  obBerve  with  plearare  you  are  maUng  aequaintanoe. 
among  the  genby,  which  I  hope  you  wiU  not  drop  for 
want  of  caUing,  etc.  I  trust  you  have  delivered  aU  your 
recommendations,  for  it  i,  an  affront  to  omit  doing*,, 
both  to  the  person  who  writes  them,  and  those  for  whom 

tt^  head  a  little  better  up  in  the  world  when  they  keep 
good  sooie^      Lord  and  Lady  Melville  are  to  give  voi 
recommendations  when  you  go  to  Dublin.     I  was  at 
Melvdle  CasUe  for  two  day,,  and  found  them  both  weU. 
I  was  also  one  day  at  Langholm  Lodge  to  meet  Lord 
Montagu.     Possibly,  among  your  Irish  friends,  you  may 
get  some  riiooting.     I  shall  be  glad  you  avail  yourself  of 
any  such  opportunities,  and  also  that,  when  you  get  your 
own  horses,  you  hunt  in  the  winter,  if  you  be  within  the 
«aoh  of  hounds.     Nothing  confirms  a  man  in  horseman, 
ship  so  weU  as  hunting,  tiough  I  do  not  recommend  it 
to  begiuhers,  who  are  apt  to  learn  to  ride  like  grooms. 
Besides  the  exercise,  field-sports  make  a  young  soldier 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  habituate  him  to  have 
a  good  eye  for  distance  and  for  taking  up  the  carte  de 
Wsm  general,  which  is  essential  to  aU,  but  especially 
to  officers  of  light  troops,  who  are  expected  to  display 
both  alertness  and  intelligence  in  reporting  the  nature  of 
the  country,  being  in  fact  the  eyes  of  the  army.     In 
every  pomt  of  view,  field-sports  are  preferable  to  the  in- 
doois  amusement  of  a  bilUard-table,  which  is  too  often 
the  lounging-place  for  idle  young  officers,  where  ther^  i. 
nottmg  to  be  got  but  a  habit  of  throwing  away  time,  and 
an  acquaintance  with  the  very  worst  society -I  mean 
at  public  biUiard-rooms-for  unquestionably  the  game 
Itself  u  a  pretty  one,  when  practised  among  gentlemen. 
Mid  not  made  a  constant  habit  of.     But  public  billiard- 
tables  are  almost  always  the  resort  of  blacklegs  and 
"Harpers,  and  all  that  numerous  class  whom  the  French 
oau  chaialiers  d'industrie,  and  we,  knigMa  of  the  mUp. 
P>ng-pott.  'J  r 
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I  am  glad  you  go  to  the  anatomical  leotnrea.  An  ao- 
qnaintance  vith  our  own  very  extraordinary  frame  ia  a 
naeful  branch  of  general  knowledge,  and  aa  yon  have 
■ome  turn  for  drawing,  it  will  aUo  enable  you  to  judge 
of  the  proper  mode  of  disposing  the  limbs  and  muBclea 
of  your  figurea,  should  you  prosecute  the  art  ao  far.  In 
fact,  there  ia  no  branch  of  study  can  come  much  amia^  ix>  a 
yoimg  man,  providing  he  does  atudy,  and  very  often  the 
preciae  occupation  of  the  time  must  be  trusted  to  taste 
and  opportunity. 

The  White  Boys  made  a  great  noise  when  I  was  a  boy. 
But  Ireland  (the  more  is  the  pity)  has  never  been  with- 
out White  Boys,  or  Right  Boys,  or  Defenders,  or  Peep- 
of<lay  Boys,  or  some  wild  asaooiation  or  another  for  dis- 
turbing the  peace  of  the  country.  We  shall  not  be  many 
degrees  better  if  the  Badical  Reformers  be  not  checked. 
The  Manchester  Yeomen  behaved  very  well,  upsetting 
the  most  immenae  crowd  ever  was  seen,  and  notwith- 
standing the  lies  in  the  papers,  without  any  unnecessary 
violence.  Mr.  Hunt  pretends  to  have  had  several  blows 
on  his  head  with  sabres,  but  has  no  wound  to  show  for 
it.  I  am  diapoaed  to  wiah  he  had  got  such  a  one  as  once 
on  a  day  I  could  have  treated  him  to.  I  am  apt  to  think 
his  politic  pate  would  have  broached  no  more  sedition. 

Misa  Rutherford  and  Eliza  Russell  are  now  with  us. 

We  were  also  favored  with  a  visit  of  the  Miss  a, 

who  are  rather  empty  canisters,  though  I  dare  say  very 
good  girls.  Anne  tired  of  them  most  inhospitably. 
Mrs.  Maclean  Clephane  and  her  two  unmarried  daugh- 
ters are  now  here;  being,  as  we  say,  pears  of  another 
tree.  Your  sisters  seem  very  fond  of  the  young  ladies, 
and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  they  will  see  that  a  great  deal 
of  accomplishment  and  information  may  be  completely 
reconciled  with  livelineaa,  fun,  good-humor,  and  good- 
breeding. 

All  here  send  love.  Dogs  and  cat  are  well.  I  dare 
aay  you  have  heard  from  aome  other  correspondent  that 
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poor  Udy  WaUjuM.  died  of  an  inftuniMtion,  after  two 
dv.    .line...     T«,ut'  ha.  „.,^ed  here  ^^Tti^ 

«  very  hnd  to  hun,  and  he  i.  «  great  fcrorite. 

pipe.,  but  you  must  let  me  know  how  I  can  Mnd  it 

fj^L  "  "  '  ir  •'"«''""■«  "-•  though  nrmy  If 
I  w^U  k^p  my  Meerschaum  m,tn  I  make  my  ContfneS 
tour  and  then  you  shaU  have  that  aim.     I  hope  vou  wm 

sLt:aLr ''""-""•  "■^'^''^-  ^f-^ 

'  Walteb  Scott. 

About  this  time,  a.  the  .uooeeding  letters  will  show 

^tw  of  S  '  t  K  "■""  "'  •  *»^  vi.it"fr:m  Prin:^ 
lipoid  of  Saxe-Coburg,  now  King  of  the  BeleianT 

W.U,am  Erskme  and  repaired  to  Edinburgh  to  condok 
with  h,.  aiBioted  friend.'  Hi.  aUusion.7S,eanwhile  to 
^w.  of  buying  more  hu.d  on  Tweedside.  areTle^u^ 

style  to  the  Comet;  and  we  see  that  one  of  them  wa. 

mtroduoed  to  the  reader's  notice  -  namely,  x3 
Longlega,  the  admired  of  Geoffrey  Crayon. 

TO  COEKM  WAITEB  SCOTT,   IWH   BCSSAM,   COM. 

nr  ,„  Abbowfobd,  27th  S«>t«mb«F   1810. 

me^L^r  ^,^™».-Your  lettor  ofXloS.  ~ve 

and  attandmg  to  your  profession.  We  have  been  ioel 
png  on  here  in  the  old  fashion,  «>mewhat  liTbyl 

than  Prmoe  Leopold.     I  conclude  you  wUl  have  lu  the 
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jwrtioDlui  of  thii  important  event  from  the  other  mem- 
ben  of  the  ftmily,  »  I  ihall  only  uy  that  when  I  men- 
tioned the  number  of  your  regiment,  the  Prince  eaid  he 
had  Mveral  friendi  in  the  18th,  and  ihould  now  think  he 
had  one  more,  which  wai  very  polite.  By  the  way,^  I 
hear  an  excellent  character  of  your  offlcen  for  regularity 
and  gentlemanlike  mannen.  Thii  report  gives  me  great 
pleaaure,  for  to  live  in  bad  society  will  deprave  the  beat 
manners,  and  to  live  in  good  will  improve  the  worst. 

I  am  trying  a  sort  of  bargain  with  neighbor  Niool 
Milne  at  present.     He  is  very  desirous  of  parting  with 
his  estate  of  Faldonside,  and  if  he  will  be  contented  with 
a  reasonable  price,  I  am  equally  desirous  to  be  the  pur- 
chaser.    I  conceive  it  will  come  to  about  fSO.OOO  at 
least.     I  will  not  agree  to  give  a  penny  more;   and^  I 
think  that  sum  is  probably  £2000  and  more  above  its 
actual  marketable  value.    But  then  it  lies  extremely  con- 
venient for  us,  and  would,  joined  to  Abbotsford,  make 
a  very  gentlemanlike  property,  worth  at  least  £1800  or 
£2000  a  year.     I  can  command  about  £10,000  of  my 
own,  and  if  I  be  spared  life  and  health,  I  should  not  fear 
rubbing  off  the  rest  of  the  price,  as  Nicol  is  in  no  hurry 
for  payment.     As  you  will  succeed  me  in  my  landed 
property,  I  think  it  right  to  communicate  my  views  to 
you.     I  am  much  moved  by  the  prospect  of  getting  at 
about  £2000  or  £3000  worth  of  marie,  which  lies  on 
Milne's  side  of  the  loch,  but  which  can  only  be  drained 
on  my  side,  so  that  he  can  make  no  use  of  it.     This 
wonld  make  the  lands  of  Abbotsford  worth  40s.  an  acre 
over-head,  excepting  the  sheep  farm.     I  am  sensible  I 
might  dispose  of  my  money  to  more  advantage,  but  prob- 
ably to  none  which,  in  the  long  run,  would  be  better  for 
you  — certainly  to  none  which  would  be  productive  of  so 
much  pleasure  to  myself.     The  woods  are  thriving,  and 
it  would  be  easy,  at  a  trifling  expense,  to  restore  Faldon- 
side loch,  and  stock  it  with  fish.     In  fact,  it  would  re- 
quire but  a  small  dam-head.    By  means  of  a  little  judi- 
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rfj~  iJwtfag.  .ddod  to  wUt  i.  idmdy  U»«.  the  ctato 

of  8ootl«nd.  Such  are  my  p««„t  pUo,,  „„  ^^  ^ 
Wing  M  much  your  future  welfan,  ind  p«flt  in^w  ^ 
the  uan.ed.ate  gratification  of  my  own  withe.. 

Enhne  u  no  more.     She  wa.  wnt  by\he  medical  neonk 

WW  '•°°  T^"-*'™*"-  Nature,  much  e,hau.ted 
by  her  prevjou.  mdi.po,ition.  .unk  under  four  day.'  iS- 
neu.  Her  hu.band  wa.  with  her,  «.d  two  of  her  daugh- 
ter.  —  he  1.  much  to  be  pitied.  * 

Mr.  Kee.,  the  bookwller,  told  me  he  had  met  you  in 
the  .t«et.  ,f  Corlc,  and  reported  weU  of  the  gro^  of 

i^y  wnte  often,  a.  the  po.t  come,  k  dow.  I  keep  aU 
your  letter,  and  am  much  plea«d  with  the  fnmkne.,  of 
tte  rtyle.  No  word  of  your  horse,  yet?  but  it  i.  better 
not  to  be  impatient,  and  to  wait  for  good  one..  I  h«e 
b^n  tl»ee  tune,  on  Newark,  and  killed  .i,  hare,  each 
tune.     Ihe  two  young  dogs  are  capital  good. 

I  must  not  omit  to  tell  you  our  old,  and,  I  may  add 
OUT  kmd  neighbor  Lauchie,  ha.  departed,  or.Tlom 
?™!^n    »i  ^^*^  fairly /y«e»  out  0'  the  „,arld. 

about  the  wife:  m  an  ill-fated  hour  Jock  the  bwther 
ouae  domi  to  Loohbreist  with  a  sister  from  Edinburgh 
rto  was  detemined  tK,  have  her  share  of  the  woldiig! 
match;  aiey  attacked  poor  old  Lauchie  like  mad  folkl 

tength  his  passion  was  wrought  up  to  a  great  pitch,  and 
he  «.swered  with  much  emotion,  that  if  she  were  tie 
^t  l.~:  '".Edinburgh,  it  was  not  their  bueiness, 
mi  as  he  uttered  this  speech,  he  feU  down  on  his  back 
and  tay  a  dead  man  before  them.  There  is  little  doubt 
fte  Tioknce  of  lie  agitation  had  broke  a  blood-vessel  in 
the  heart  or  bram.    A  very  few  days  since  he  was  run- 
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ntng  op  md  down  oOIins  for  ■  ooffln,  ind  wUUng  to 
God  he  WM  in  one  i  to  which  Swmrton,'  who  wii  pieient, 
uuweted,  he  oouU  not  apply  to  >  better  h«nd,  »nd  he 
would  ni»ke  him  one  if  he  had  »  mind.  He  hai  left  » 
will  of  hie  own  making,  but  from  lomo  informally  I 
think  it  will  be  let  aiide.  His  land  cannot  come  into 
the  market  until  hia  girl  oomea  of  age,  which,  by  the 
way,  makee  me  more  able  for  the  other  bargain.  .  .  . 
The  blaokcooka  are  Tery  plenty.  I  put  up  fourteen  oooka 
and  hem  in  walking  up  the  Oapparcleuoh  to  look  at  the 
wood.  Do  yon  not  with  you  had  been  on  the  outside 
with  your  gun?  Tom  ha»  kept  ui  well  iupplied  with 
game;  he  boaato  that  he  shot  fifteen  time,  without  a 
miM.  I  ihall  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  do  the  »ame  on 
Mr.  Newenham'e  grounda.  Mamma,  the  girls,  and 
Charles,  aU  join  in  love  and  affection.  BeUoTo  me  ever, 
dear  Walter,  your  affectionate  father, 

WAiTia  Scott. 

TO  THE   LOBO  HOKTAOC,  »T<J.,   "TO.,  KTC. 

Abbohiobd,  3d  Ootobv,  1810. 
Mt  dear  Lord,— I  am  honored  with  your  Buxton 
letter.  .  .  .  Anmt  Prince  Leopold,  I  only  heard  of  his 
approach  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  he  was  to 
be  at  Selkirk  by  eleven.  The  magistrates  sent  to  adc 
me  to  help  them  to  receive  him.  It  occurred  to  me  ho 
might  be  coming  to  Melrose  to  see  the  Abbey,  in  which 
case  I  could  not  avoid  asking  him  to  Abbotriord,  as  he 
must  pass  my  very  door.  I  mentioned  this  to  Mrs. 
Scott,  who  was  lying  quietiy  in  bed,  and  I  wish  you  had 
heard  the  scream  she  gave  on  the  occasion.  "  What  have 
we  to  offer  him?  "  —  "Wine  and  cake,"  said  I,  thinking 
to  make  aU  things  easy;  but  she  ejacuUted,  in  a  tone 
of  utter  despair,  "Cakell  where  am  I  to  get  cake? 

1  John  8««lo.  l»d  th«  the  «»  of  tk.  »w»m  U  ToJBWd  i  h.  w» 
oii.ofSoott'im<»tnln.4dep.sdml.,  «4  1»  th.  ikimI  ■uooarf.d  Tom 
Pordi*  mUi  henclwnan. 
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Howjw,  UbK  p.rtly  ooMoW  with  th.  «ooU«rtion  tUt 

»dd,  and  went  to  meat  him    o  fuU  pufl      Th.  PrinA. 

who  b^  to  m.  itute  ,  domioilUry  «.„h  for  ™ld  n>« 
throagh  the  whole  city  of  Selkirk,  which  product  ™! 
^der  of  coldla^i.  In  the  mean  whiFe  hT^rj 
Highnew  received  the  oirio  honor,  of  the  bib8e>  very 

only  to  be  hcked  ^bolically  on  the  pre«nt  ocr,«f„ 
«.  he  flonriAed  rt  three  time,  before  hi.  mouth,  but  with- 
out  touchmg  ,t  w.th  hi.  lip.,  „d  the  Prince  foUowed  hi. 
eample  ..  directed.  Lang  m«le  .n  exceUent  .peeoh  - 
Mn.ible,  an,l  feeling,  u,d  weU  deUvered.     The  FHnce 

Z'lr^li  "•'^"•"^  "  *^"  «"»'  P"'?™'^  °f  •»P«- 
Zi  !^  KM  °.'  "I  ■  """P"""*,  whose  people  Memed 
«oh  »  rabble  and  who«  whole  band  of  miriccon.i.ted 
ma  drum  and  fife.  He  noticed  to  Bailie  Anderwn  that 
Brtkirk  Memed  very  populou.  in  proportion  to  its  extent. 
On  an  occa..on  IJce  thi.  it  «em.  «,,"  angered  the 
Bailie^  neaUy  enough,  I  thought.  I  que.tion  if  any 
nuHfuitrate.  m  the  Wngdom,  lord  mayor,  ™d  aldermei 
T-  t^m^'  T^^  ^'"'  '*'"'™^  "i*  "O"  decent  and 
Hif^'  "^"5-  ^'""'  ^P"'"'  "P<»todly  aUuded 
to  thi.  dunng  the  time  he  wag  at  Abbot.ford.  I  do  not 
know  how  Mrs.  Scott  ultimately  managed,  but  with 
broUed  «dmon,  and  bUokcock,  and  parfa^e..  .he  g^Te 

'  SMa«e,Tol.  T.  p.  8& 

™  thm  ohW  nuignt^t.  of  the  eomt;  towB.     [H.  .»  tl»  n^ 
«.«.«  of  th.  ««,mpla,«j  „,„  ^  UttJiho  h«,.  uTnT..]       *^ 
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him  a  my  dMWt  Innehi  ud  I  ohuuxd  to  han  noM 
T«7  flna  old  boak,  whish  wm  mtghty  gwrnana  to  th* 


TU  Prino*  mmiii  inalineboly,  wlMthv  natunllj  or 

from  babit,  I  do  not  pntand  to  mj;  but  I  do  not  n- 

mcmber  tbinking  him  w  at  Pari*,  wh*r«  I  uw  bim  (r«> 

quaotly,  then  a  muoh  poorer  man  than  myMlfi  Jtt  ha 

■bowad  lome  hnmor,  for,  alluding  to  the  oiowdi  that 

followed  him  ererjirhare,  be  mentioned  tome  place  where 

he  had  gone  out  to  shoot,  but  wae  afraid  to  proceed  for 

fear  of  "bagging  a  hoy."    He  eaid  he  really  thought  of 

getting  aome  sbooting-plaoe  in  ScotUnd,  and  promiied 

me  a  longer  ™it  on  hie  return.     If  I  had  had  a  day'i 

notice  to  have  ummed  the  wateri,  we  coiUd  have  met  him 

with  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  gentry;  but  there 

wai  no  time  for  thie,  and  probably  he  liked  it  better  ai 

it  wae.     There  wae  only  young  Clifton  who  c    Jd  have 

come,  and  he  wae  thy  and  cubbieb,  and  would  not,  though 

requeated    by  the    Selkirk    peopUs.     He    was    perbape 

aihamed  to  march  through  Coventry  with   them.  _  It 

bung  often  and  ladly  on  my  mind  that  *e  was  wanting 

who  could  and  would  have  received  him  like  a  Prince 

indeed;  and  yet  the  meeting  betwixt  them,  had  they 

been  fated  to  meet,  would  have  been  a  very  sad  one.     I 

think  I  have  now  given  your  Lordship  a  very  full,  true, 

and  particular  account  of  our  royal  visit,  unmatched  even 

by  that  of  King  Charles  at  the  Castle  of  TUlietudlem. 

That  we  did  not  speak  of  it  for  more  than  a  week  after 

it  happened,  and  that  that  emphatic  monosyllable,   Thu 

Prince,  is  not  beard  amongst  us  more  than  ten  times  a 

day,  is,  on  the  whole,  to  the  credit  of  my  family's  under- 

standing.     The  piper  is  the  only  one    ..'lose  brain  ha 

seems  to  have  endangered;  for,  as  the  Prince  said  he 

preferred  bim  to  any  he  had  heard  in  the  Highlands  — 

(which,  by  the  way,  shows  his  Royal  Highness  knows 

nothing  of  the  matter)  —the  fellow  aeema  to  have  become 

incapable  of  his  ordinary  occupation  as  a  foreator,  and 
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ta.  m..  .tick  «,d  rt«n  without  r«»orN  to  Ih.  tua.  ol 
^*a«  Pkranu  i.  ...  th.  Prino.'.  W.loo», 
I  «n  j«.t  going  to  th«  IwMl^art  with  Doi.iJd«m.  ud 

fl»t  tin.,  thi.  .tU^^1l^~':^«  ^"7  "7  S"'  '^ 
truly  TOUT..  "•"•W'M.nyde.rLord.  mort 

Waltm  Scott. 

to  w.  Mon,  ag.,  itTB  mmum,  com. 
^nfZeT!^  1    '""  "»;«  "t^luction.,  which  ,oa 

T.U  «  wadiig.  „d  in  wC  J-^Z      mT/  "^J 
y»th.  „y  d«j  Walt.,.  .„  too  p3;  to^  ^tM 

more  or  leu  towards  improving  my  undemtanding  wh.S 
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I  WM  at  your  age;  and  I  nersr  reflect,  without  severe 
self-condemnation,  on  the  opportunities  of  acquiring 
knowledge  which  I  either  trifled  with,  or  altogether  neg- 
lected. I  hope  you  will  be  wiser  than  I  have  been,  and 
experience  less  of  that  self-reproach. 

My  last  acquainted  you  with  Mrs.  Erskine's  death, 
and  I  grieve  to  say  we  have  just  received  intelligence 
that  our  kind  neighbor  and  good  friend  Lord  Somerville 
is  at  the  very  hist  gasp.  His  disease  is  a  dysentery,  and 
the  symptoms,  as  his  brother  writes  to  Mr.  Samuel  Som- 
erville, are  mortal.  He  is  at  Vevay,  upon  his  road,  I 
suppose,  to  Italy,  where  he  had  purposed  spending  the 
winter.  His  death,  for  I  understand  nothing  else  can 
be  expected,  will  be  another  severe  loss  to  me;  for  he 
was  a  kind,  good  friend,  and  at  my  time  of  day  men  do 
not  readily  take  to  new  associates.  I  must  own  this  has 
been  one  of  the  most  melancholy  years  I  ever  passed. 
The  poor  Duke,  who  loved  me  so  well  —  Mrs.  Erskine  — 
Lord  Somerville  — not  to  mention  others  with  whom  I 
was  less  intimate,  make  it  one  year  of  mourning.  I 
should  not  forget  the  Chief  Baron,  who,  though  from  ill 
health  we  met  of  late  seldom,  was  always  my  dear  friend, 
and  indeed  very  early  benefactor.  I  must  look  forwards 
to  seeing  in  your  success  and  respectability,  and  in  the  af- 
fection and  active  improvement  of  all  of  you,  those  plea- 
sures which  are  narrowed  by  the  death  of  my  contempo- 
raries. Men  cannot  form  new  intimacies  at  my  period 
of  life,  but  must  be  happy  or  otherwise  according  to  the 
good  fortune  and  good  conduct  of  those  near  relatives 
who  rise  around  them. 

I  wish  much  to  know  if  you  are  lucky  in  a  servant. 
Trust  him  with  as  little  cash  as  possible,  and  keep  short 
accounts.  Many  a  good  servant  is  spoiled  by  neglecting 
this  simple  precaution.  The  man  is  tempted  to  some 
expense  of  his  own,  gives  way  to  it,  and  then  has  to  make 
it  up  by  a  system  of  overcharge  and  peculation;  and  thus 
mischief  begins,  and  the  carelessness  of  the  master  makes 
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J^e  out  of  an  honest  lad,  and  cheat,  hi„.«,lf  fato  the 

.U..^r  \^"*.'  *""'  y°"  """l*  Tom,  telling  me  his 
ttuxley  of  his  own  regiment.     As  he  ha»  hA/1  .  f.  ii 
P^rtunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  younggLull'" 

c.^;feiZsi|.^:Ltrt:r.-;Lr-«  ^^  ^-^ 

1  must  often  have  repeated.  To^.v  T  ^..  *i,'  ■ 
fi^^tr^s  in  the  thicket'Tand  Ihe  melXL^itt^.S 
toees  felt  the  e«roise  sufficiently  wann.  The  wood  is 
arnving  delightfully.  On  the  28th  we  are  toZve  a 
aanoe  .„  honor  of  your  birthday.  I  wish  yru  could  look 
in  upon  us  for  the  day  at  least-only  I  am  afraid  "e 
could  not  part  with  you  when  it  was  over,  and  so  ylu 
would  be  m  the  guise  of  CindereUa,  when  she  outstaved 

ritfwr  "^  ^^•"-  -- "'-  ~» "esiS 

thJ  wrk  T"  ^?'''"'  "'^  ^^  ''""e'""  ""^  week,  or 
tiie  week  after.     I  went  into  t»wn  to  see  him -and 

found  hjm  bearing  his  great  loss  with  his  natu^J  gentle 

ness  and  patience.     But  he  was  suiHciently  dis^sS   as 

Melville  here  very  soon.  Sir  William  Kae  (now  Lord 
Advocate)  and  his  hidy  came  to  us  on  Saturfay      On 

tt«  Wn^T  T^P"""  "'"'*"''«'  *»  ^e  himself  up  by 
Sil^-  h''?'':!^  "'.«"'•  »""  -^i"S  us  making 
^  of  signal  It  was  supposed,  for  assistance.  He  us- 
buned  no  material  mjury,  though  his  leg  was  strangely 
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twisted  into  the  ban,  and  lie  was  nearly  hanging  by  it. 
He  showed  great  gratitude,  in  his  way,  to  his  deliverers. 
This  is  a  long  letter,  and  little  in  it;  but  that  is  no- 
thing extraordinary.  All  send  best  love  — and  I  am 
ever,  dear  Walter,  your  a£Eeotionate  father, 

Walteb  Scott. 


TO  THOMAS  scorr,  no.,  patmasteb,  toth  KEorawrr,  casada. 
Abbomiobd,  16th  October,  1819. 
Dear  Tom,— I  received  yesterday  your  very  accept- 
aWc-  letter,  containing  the  new.  of  Jessie's  approaching 
marriage,  in  which,  as  a  match  agreeable  to  her  mother 
and  you,  and  relieving  your  minds  from  some  of  the  anx- 
ious prospects  which  haunt  those  of  parents,  1  take  the 
most  smcere  interest.     Before  this  reaches  yon  the  event 
wUl  probably  have  taken  place.    Meantime,  I  enclose  a 
letter  to  the  bride  or  wife,  as  the  case  may  happen  to  be. 
I  have  sent  a  smaU  token  of  good-will  to  ballast  my  good 
wishes,  which  you  wiU  please  to  value  for  the  young  lady, 
that  she  may  employ  it  as  most  convenient  or  agre^ble 
to  her     A  little  more  fortune  would  perhaps  have  done 
the  young  folks  no  harm;  but  Captain  Huxley,  being 
such  as  you  describe  him,  will  have  every  chance  of  get- 
ting forward  in  his  profession;  and  the  happiest  mar- 
riages are  often  those  in  which  there  is,  at  first,  occasion 
for  prudence  and  economy.     I  do  certainly  feel  a  litUe 
of  the  surprise  which  you  hint  at,  for  time  flies  over  our 
heads  one  scarce  marks  how,  and  children  become  mar- 
riageable ere  we  consider  them  as  out  of  the  onnery. 
My  eldest  son,  "Walter,  has  also  wedded  himseU  — but 
it  is  to  a  regiment  of  hussars.     He  is  at  present  a  comet 
in  the  18th,  and  quartered  in  Cork  barracks.     He  is 
capital  at  most  exercises,  but  particularly  as  a  horseman. 
I  do  not  intend  he  shaU  remain  in  the  cavaky,  however, 
but  shall  get  him  into  the  line  when  he  is  capable  of  pro- 
motion.   Since  he  has  chosen  this  profession,  I  shall  be 
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~lv  SI  '"  t"^'"".  *'  •'»*  '-  S-od  earnest,  and  that 
can  on  y  be  done  by  getting  into  the  infantry. 

calomel,  a  very  severe  and  painful  remedy  eswdX  Tn 
here.  l«i^gtjl' attt^t  oVbtCaXtLt^' 

,^ct„rrsy::a^diefr- ..-.t 

rai^i^r^.ls5S 
^^stdrruj^^tn-a^.^-^ret^- 
t:L  wzi:^!^  n^!::T  F'"""-^' 

!^iT  V;.*""-     ^  "«"*  '"  *<"">  >a«t  "cek  to  see  nim 

^ted.  I  saw  my  mother  on  the  same  occasion,  admi- 
~bly  well  mdeed.  She  is  greatly  bettor  than  th  sl^e 
hm  years,  when  she  rather  quacked  herself  a    Me  1 

Tt  fkn  f  ^*  ""'■^'""  ^"^^  *"  »"  •»»">er.  and  wiU 
not  fad  to  transmit  to  our  other  friends  the  agreeaWe 

Hariy  Macdougal.  is  marrying  his  eldest  daughter  to  S  r 
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Thomas  Brisbane,  a  very  good  match  on  both  aides.    I 

have  been  v-ying  a  visit  on  the  occasion,  which  suspends 

my  closing  this  letter.     I  hope  to  hear  very  soon  from 

you.     Respecting  our  sUenoe,  I,  like  a  ghost,  only  waited 

to  be  spoUen  to,  and  you  may  depend  on  me  as  a  regulM 

correspondent,  when  you  find  time  to  be  one  yourself . 

Charlotte  and  the  girls  join  in  kind  love  to  Mrs.  beott 

and  all  the  family.     I  should  like  to  know  what  you 

mean  to  do  with  young  Walter,  and  whether  I  can  assist 

you  in  that  matter.     BeUeve  me,  dear  Tom,  ever  your 

affectionate  brother,  ■„,  o    _ 

W.  Scott. 


TO  OiSTBL   TEBKT,  ESQ.,  LONDON. 

ABBoraroBD,  NoTeiol.''-    10,  1819. 
Mt  deak  Teret,— I  should  be  very  sorry  if  you 
thought  the  interest  I  take  in  you  and  yours  so  slight  as 
not  to  render  your  Ust  letter  extremely  interesting.     We 
have  all  our  various  combats  to  fight  in  this  best  of  all 
possible  worlds,  and,  like  brave  fellow-soldiers,  ought  to 
Lsist  one  another  as  much  as  possible.     I  have  little 
doubt,  that  if  God  spares  me  tiU  my  little  namesiAe  be 
fit  to  take  up  his  share  of  the  burden,  I  may  have  inter- 
est  enough  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  hmi  m  the  en- 
trance of  life.     In  the  present  state  of  your  own  profes- 
sion, you  would  not  willingly,  I  suppose,  choose  him  to 
follow  it;  and,  as  it  is  very  seductive  to  young  people  of 
a  Uvely  temper  and  good  taste  for  the  art,  you  shoiUd, 
I  think,  consider  early  how  you  mean  to  dispose  of  htUe 
Walter,  with  a  view,  that  is,  to  the  future  line  of  Ue 
which  you  would  wish  him  to  adopt.     Mrs.  Terry  has 
not  the  good  health  which  all  who  know  her  amiable  dis- 
position and  fine  accomplishments  would  anxiously  wish 
her-  yet,  with  impaired  health  and  the  caution  which  it 
renders  necessary,  we  have  very  frequently  instances  of 
the  utmost  verge  of  existence  being  attained,  while  robust 
strength  is  cut  off  in  the  middle  career.    So  you  must  be 


i8i9  TO  MR.  HARTSTONGE  ,03 

rf  good  heart,  md  hope  the  bert  in  thi.  M  in  other  o«e. 
^d  wm'f      '!!.'"'«  J"*^-    I  80  to  town  orMonX 

a^  hands  of  a  very  .low  transcriber,  when  I  can  ooUeot 

r^rt  Tv V:  r'y.  *''*■  ^  ^^  "■"  "ill  give  a 
work  wUl  be  out  on  the  20th  of  December.  It  i.  ca. 
t«nly  possible  to  adapt  it  to  the  stage,  but  the  eln^ 

a  tok  of  cb.valry,  not  of  character.     There  is  a  tole  if 

ZfrfT'  ^y  •'™?1''^i"S  "W-^h.  I  am  certain,  a  most 
powerful  effec^  mygU  be  produced:  it  is  caUed  Undine 
and  I  believe  has  been  translated  into  French  by  Made 

do  read  it,  and  teU  me  your  opinion:  in  German  the 

^b  I^^T  ^.  "1"''"»-  Tho  only  objXt 
tt^the  catastrophe  is  unhappy,  but  thU  might  be  all 
tered.     I  hope  to  be  in  London  for  ten  days  4e  end  of 

^t  h«.  '  "?  »  g-^-J-by  fo'  the  present,  being  b 
great  haste,  most  truly  yours,  ° 

W.  Scorr. 

^  days  before  Scott  quitted  Abbotaford  for  the  winter 
«».on  It  IS  addressed  to  his  friend  Hartstonge,  who 
had  taken  the  opportunity  of  the  renewal  of  Scott^s  cor- 
respondence  to  solicit  his  opinion  and  assistance  touching 
tJu'i  T*i  ^^^  *''^  "^^^  '"■  ^  <li'ert«l  "itt  the 
Si^Z-  """"''  ^""^"^  "  ^^  *"  l^' 

TO  MAT.'HEW  WELD   HABTSIONOE,   ESQ.,    DUBLIIf. 

Mr  DEAB  Sm,  - 1  was  duly  favored  with  your  ^cket, 
contammg  tie  play,  as  weU  as  your  very  kind  leter.    j 
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wUl  endeaTor  (thoagh  extremely  unwilling  to  offer  criti- 
cism on  most  occasions)  to  meet  your  confidence  with 
perfect  frankness.     I  do  not  consider  the  Tragedy  as 
likely  to  make  that  favorable  impression  on  the  public 
which  I  would  wuh  that  the  performanoe  of  a  friend 
should  effect  — and  I  by  no  means  recommend  to  you  to 
hasard  it  upon  the  boards.     Tn  other  compositions,  the 
neglect  of  the  world  takes  nothing  from  the  merit  of  the 
author;  but  there  is  something  ludicrous  in  being  affichi 
as  the  author  of  an  unsuccessful  phiy.     Besides,  you 
entaU  on  yourself  the  great  and  eternal  plague  of  alter- 
ing and  retrenching  to  please  the  humors  of  performers, 
who  are,  speaking  generally,  extremely  ignorant,  and 
capricious  in  proportion.     These  are  not  vexations  to  be 
voluntarily  undertaken;  and  the  truth  is,  that  m  the 
present  day  there  is  only  one  reason  which  seems  to  me 
adequate  for  the  encountering  the  plague  of  trying  to 
please  a  set  of  conceited  performers  and  a  very  moUey 
audience,  —  I  mean  the  want  of  money,  from  which,  for- 
tunately, you  are  exempted.     It  is  very  true  that  some 
day  or  other  a  great  dramatic  genius  may  arise  to  strike 
out  a  new  path;  but  I  fear  till  this  happens  no  great 
effect  will  be  produced  by  treading  in  the  old  one.     Tjm 
reign  of  Tragedy  seems  to  be  over,  and  the  very  consid- 
erable poetical  abilities  which  have  been  lately  applied  to 
it,  have  failed  to  revive  it.     Should  the  public  ever  be 
indulged  with  small  theatres  adapted  to  the  hours  of  the 
better  ranks  in  life,  the  dramatic  art  may  recover;  at 
present  it  is  in  abeyance  — and  T  do  therefore  advise  you 
1-.  aU  sincerity  to  keep  the  Tragedy  (which  I  return  under 
cover)  safe  under  your  own  iharge.     Pray  think  of  this 
as  one  of  the  most  unpleasant  offices  of  friendship  —  and 
be  not  angry  with  me  for  having  been  very  franfc,  upon 
on  occasion  when  frankness  may  be  more  useful  than 
altogether  palatable. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  inteniions 
towards  my  young  Hussar.     "We  have  not  heard  from 


«8i9  TO  MR.  HARTSTONGE  ,05 

him  fop  three  westo.    I  beUeve  he  i.  making  ont  •  medi. 

for  Edinburgh,  to  attend  my  duty  in  the  court.;  but  the 
badness  of  the  weather  in  »me  meaeure  reconoUe.  me 
to  the  unpleasant  change.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  con- 
tmue  the  most  satisfactory  accounts  of  my  health:  it  is 
to  Mtomal  appearance,  a.  strong  as  in  my  strongest  dav^ 
-indeed,  after  I  took  once  more  to  Sancho's  favorite 
oecupation.  of  eating  and  sleeping,  I  recovered  my  lo.«,. 
wonderfully.     Very  truly  yours, 

Walteb  Scott. 


CHAPTEB  XLVI 

POLmCAL  ALABMB.  -  THB  HABICAM.  -  UW™  O' 
TOLCKTEBBS.  -  PBOJSCT  Or  THE  BCCCLEBCHIJ^ 
Lor-TEATH  OF  BCaiT'9  MOTHEB,  BEB  BBOIHEB 
DE.  BDTHEBFOBD,  AND  HEB  H8TEB  CHEIBTIAN^ 
LMTEBB  TO  LOBP  MONTAOn,  MB.  TH0MA8  SCOTr, 
CORNET  gCOrr,  MB.  LAIDLAW,  AND  LADT  MDMA 
8TCABT.  —  FCBUCATION  OF  ITANHOE 

1819 

Towards  the  winter  ot  1819  there  prevailed  «  spirit 
of  aUrming  in.ubordin»tion  among  the  ■""■"g^Pf*" 
tion  o£  Northumberland  and  the  weavers  of  the  Wert  of 
Scotland;  and  Scott  was  particularly  gratified  ">*«"*- 
Sg  that  his  own  neighbors  at  Galashiels  had  e«!aped  the 
eoitagion.    There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  exemption 
was  principally  owing  to  the  pemnal  •»«»«"'?  »j  ^■ 
thori\y  of  the  Laird  of  A'  ^tsford  and  Sheriff  of  Ae 
Forest!  but  the  people  of  Galashiels  were  al»  fortuMto 
•m  the  qualities  of  their  own  beneficent  landlords,  Mr. 
Scott  of  Gala,  and  Mr.  Pringle  of  Torwoodlee.    The 
progress  of  the  western  ije/omer.  by  degress  led  even 
Se^ost  important  Whigs  in  that  district  to  .x-rt  them- 
selves  in  the  organization  of  volunteer  regiments,  both 
mounted  and  dismounted;  and,  when  it  bec«ne  gener- 
aUy  suspected  that  Glasgow  and  Paisley  maintained  a 
dangerous  correspondence  with  the   refractcry  ooUiers 
of  Northumberland  -  Scott,  and  his  friends  the  Laird^  of 
Torwoodlee  and  Gala,  determined  to  avaJ  ttem^elves  of 
the  loyalty  and  spirit  of  the  men  of  Ettrick  and  Teviot- 
dale,  and  proposed  firrt  raising  a  company  of  sharpshoot- 
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•n  ainang  tbeir  own  i>iun«d!at<  neighbon,  ud  aftorwud* 
— -thii  plan  reoeiring  every  enoourmgement  —  »  legion  or 

T^*  ''?^''  '  '"'*•  "*'''  *"  •*  **"*•  **"  Buodeuoh 
Legion.  During  Norember  and  December,  1819,  theie 
matten  formed  the  chief  daily  care  and  occupation  of  the 
author  of  Iranhoet  and  though  he  wae  itiU  obliged  to 
dictate  moat  of  the  chapter*  of  hii  novel,  «e  ihall  eee 
tha^,  in  can  it  ahould  be  neoeuary  for  the  projected  levy 
of  Foreetert  to  march  upon  Tynedale,  he  wa*  prepared 
to  phue  him»elf  at  their  head. 

He  had  again  intended,  as  looo  a*  be  thould  have 
flnuhed  Ivanhoe,  to  proceed  to  London,  and  receive  hu 
baronetcy;  but  aa  that  affair  had  been  croiiwd  at  Eaater 
by  hie  own  iUneu,  w  at  Chriitmaa  it  wae  again  obliged 
to  be  put  off  (n  conaequenoo  of  a  heavy  eeriei  of  domuatio 
afHictiona.  Within  one  week  Scott  loat  hu  excellent 
mother,  hia  uncle  Dr.  Daniel  Rutherford,  Profeaaor  of 
Botany  in  the  Univeraity  of  Edinburgh  —  and  their 
aieter,  Chrietian  Rutherford,  already  often  mentioned  aa 
one  of  the  deareat  and  moat  eateemed  of  all  hia  frienda 
and  connections. 

The  following  letters  require  no  further  introduction 
or  comment:  — 

10  THE   I,0BO   MOHTAOD,    SOTtOS. 

■^"owom,  12th  Norombm,  1819. 
Mt  dear  Lord,  —  ...  I  wiah  I  had  any  neva  to 
send  your  Lordship;  but  the  beat  is,  we  are  all  quiet 
here.  The  Galaahiela  weavers,  both  men  and  masters, 
have  made  their  political  creed  known  to  me,  and  have 
sworn  themselves  anti-radical.  They  came  in  solemn 
procession,  with  their  banners,  and  my  own  piper  at  their 
head,  whom  they  had  borrowed  for  the  nonce.  But  the 
Tweed  being  in  flood,  we  could  only  communicate  like 
Wallace  and  Bruce  across  the  Carron.  However,  two 
deputies  came  through  in  the  boat,  and  made  me  ac- 
quainted with  their  loyal  purposes.     The  evening  was 


il' 
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crowned  with  two  most  distinguished  aotions-the 
wZers  refusing,  in  the  most  peremptory  manner  to 
ZTpt  of  a  coni  e  of  guineas  to  buy  whiskey,  and  the 
Unowned  John  of  Skye.  piper  in  ordinary  to  the  W 
Tf  Abbotsford,  no  less  steadily  refusing  a  very  handsome 
^lltti^n,  which  they  offered  h.m  for  his  mmstrelsy^ 
Authis  sound,  very  nonsensical,  but  the  people  must  be 
hlored  and  couLnanced  when  they  take  the  nght 
tnm,  otherwise  they  will  be  sure  to  take  the  wron^  The 
loU  from  the  West  sometmes  ■»'J«  "O  "'^j^  ™' 
Me  Duke  five  or  six  years  older,  and  able  to  get  on 
horseback.     It  seems  approaching  to  the  old  song  — 

"  Come  ffll  op  our  cup,  oome  BU  up  oni  can, 
Come  Mddle  the  hotee.,  and  cjl  up  oni  men, 
Come  open  the  gate.,  and  let  n.  go  free. 
And  we  11  aho.  them  the  t)om.et.  of  bonny  Dnndee. 

I  am  rather  too  old  for  that  work  now,  and  I  cannot 
l^i^rward  to  it  with  the  sort  of  feeling  that  resembkd 
Xasnre-as  I  did  in  my  younger  and  more  healthy 
SSt  However,  I  have  got  a  good  following  here,  and 
tm  endeavor  to  keep  them  together  tiU  times  mend. 

My  «spectf«l  eompHments  attend  Wy  Monte^.  -^ 
I  aJ  alw^with  the  greatest  ^e^^^^^^^^^^ 
very  faithful 

TO  OOESm  WALTEB  SCOTT,   19TH   HUSSARS. 

EonracBOH,  13th  No«n>bet,  1819. 
DEAB  Walter,-!  am  much  surprised  and  rather 
hurt  at  not  hearing  from  you  for  so  long  a  while.  You 
o^ht  to  remember 'that,  however  pleasantly  the  time  may 
b^  passing  with  you,  we  at  home  have  some  right  to 
X^'thft  a  pa^of  HC-ery  small  partwiUse^eth 
tu^  should  be  dedicated,  were  it  ''"»  *°\'^\»*^  "^ 
propriety,  to  let  us  know  what  you  are  about.  I  canno 
Ly  I  shaU  be  flattered  by  finding  myself  """^^^^'Tf, 
si4  of  again  complaining  of  neglect.     To  w„te  once 
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week,  to  t 


'  other  of 


no  great  sacrifice,  and  it 
18  what  1  earnestly  pray  you  to  do. 

We  are  to  I.  vt  g-eat  doings  in  Edinburgh  this  winter. 
No  less  t  ..J  Prince  Gv  -vus  of  Sweden  is  to  pass  the 
season  he  ?,  .in J  do  whrii  Princes  call  studying.  He  is 
but  half  .1  Prince  eifhei  for  this  Northern  Star  is  some- 
what shoru  o."  h;.'  ".lea  us.  His  father  was,  you  know, 
dethroned  by  Buonaparte,  at  least  by  the  influence  of  his 
arms,  and  one  of  his  generals,  Bemadotte,  made  heir  of 
the  Swedish  throne  in  his  stead.  But  this  youngster,  I 
suppose,  has  his  own  dreams  of  royalty,  for  he  is  nephew 
to  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  (by  the  mother's  side),  and 
that  is  a  likely  connection  to  be  of  use  to  him,  should  the 
Swedish  nobles  get  rid  of  Bemadotte,  as  it  is  said  they 
wish  to  do.  Lord  Melville  has  recommended  the  said 
Prince  particularly  to  my  attention,  though  I  do  not  see 
how  I  can  do  much  for  him. 

I  have  just  achieved  my  grand  remove  from  Abbots- 
ford  to  Edinburgh  —  a  motion  which  you  know  I  do  not 
make  with  great  satisfaction.  We  had  the  Abbotsford 
hunt  last  week.  The  company  was  small,  as  the  news- 
papers say,  but  select,  and  we  had  excellent  sport,  killing 
eight  hares.  We  coursed  on  Gala's  ground,  and  he  was 
with  us.  The  dinner  went  off  with  its  usual  alacrity, 
but  we  wanted  you  and  Sally  to  ride  and  mark  for  us. 

I  enclose  another  letter  from  Mrs.  Dundas  of  Arnis- 
ton.  I  am  afraid  you  have  been  careless  in  not  deliver- 
ing those  I  formerly  forwarded,  because  in  one  of  them, 
which  Mrs.  Dundas  got  from  a  friend,  there  was  enclosed 
a  draft  for  some  money.  I  beg  you  will  be  particular 
in  delivering  any  letters  entrusted  to  yon,  because  though 
the  good-nature  of  the  writers  may  induce  them  to  write 
to  be  of  service  to  you,  yet  it  is  possible  that  they  may, 
as  in  this  instance,  add  things  which  are  otherwise  of 
importance  to  their  correspondents.  It  is  probable  that 
you  may  have  picked  up  among  your  military  friends  the 
idea  that  the  mess  of  a  regiment  is  all  in  all  sufficient  to 
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itself;  but  when  you  see  a  little  of  the  world  you  will  be 
satisfied  that  none  but  pedants  —  for  there  is  pedantry  in 
all  professions  —  herd  exclusively  together,  and  that 
those  who  do  so  are  laughed  at  in  real  good  tompany. 
This  yon  may  take  on  the  authority  of  one  who  has  seen 
more  of  life  and  society,  in  all  its  various  gradations, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  than  a  whole  hussar  regi- 
mental mess,  and  who  would  be  much  pleased  by  know- 
ing that  you  reap  the  benefit  of  an  experience  which  has 
raised  him  from  being  a  person  of  small  consideration  to 
the  honor  of  being  father  of  an  officer  of  hussars.  I 
therefore  enclose  another  letter  from  the  same  kind 
friend,  of  which  I  pray  you  to  avail  yourself.  In  fact, 
those  officers  who  associate  entirely  among  themselves  see 
and  know  no  more  of  the  world  than  their  messman,  and 
get  conceited  and  disagreeable  by  neglecting  the  opportu- 
nities offered  for  enlarging  their  understanding.  Every 
distinguished  soldier  whom  I  have  known,  and  1  have 
known  many,  was  a  man  of  the  world,  and  accustomed 
to  general  society. 

To  Hv  oeten  my  lecture,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  this 
being  quarter-day,  I  have  a  remittance  of  j£50  to  send 
you  whenever  you  are  pleased  to  let  me  know  it  will  be 
acceptable  —  for,  like  a  ghost,  I  will  not  speak  again  till 
I  am  spoken  to. 

I  wish  you  not  to  avail  yourself  of  your  leave  of  ab- 
sence this  winter,  because,  if  my  health  continues  good,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  go  on  the  Continent  next  summer,  and 
should  be  very  desirous  to  have  you  with  me ;  therefore, 
I  beg  you  to  look  after  your  French  and  German.  We 
had  a  visit  from  a  very  fine  fellow  indeed  at  Abbots- 
ford, —  Sir  Thomas  Brisbane,  who  long  commanded  a 
brigade  in  the  Peninsula.  He  is  very  scientific,  but 
bores  no  one  with  it,  being  at  the  same  time  a  well-in- 
formed man  on  all  subjects,  and  particularly  alert  in  his 
own  profession,  and  willing  to  talk  about  what  he  has 
seen.     Sir  Harry  Hay  Maodougal,  whose  eldest  daughter 
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i^um  pipe.  _  I  remain  your  affectionate  father, 

Walter  Scott, 
to  the  same. 

Baron  dTv^!^^     «■».  trayeUmg  companion  or  tutor  is 

resemblance  betwii'old  Cw    a     thT    "•"■  ^' 
caUed  him.  and  his  descend    lie  ^idd^rr"/-' 

uiings  here.     Glasgow  ,s  in  a  terrible  state.     The 
'  Sir  Adun  Peixmon. 
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Radicals  had  a  plan  to  seize  on  1000  stand  of  arms,  as 
well  as  a  depot  of  ammnnition,  which  had  been  sent  from 
Edinburgh  Ca«tle  for  the  use  of  tho  volunteers.  The 
Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  Thomas  Bradford,  went  to 
Glasgow  in  person,  and  the  whole  city  was  occupied  with 
patrols  of  horse  and  foot,  to  deter  them  from  the  medi- 
tated attack  on  the  barracks.  The  arms  were  then  de- 
livered to  the  volunteers,  who  are  said  to  be  4000  on 
paper;  how  many  effective  and  trustworthy,  I  know  not. 
But  it  was  a  new  sight  in  Scotland  on  a  Sunday  to  see 
all  the  inhabitants  in  arms,  soldiers  patrolling  the  streets, 
and  the  utmost  precaution  of  military  service  exacted 
and  observed  in  an  apparently  peaceful  city. 

Tlie  Old  Blue  Regiment  of  volunteers  was  again  sum- 
moned together  yesterday.  They  did  not  muster  very 
numerous,  and  looked  most  of  them  a  little  ancient. 
However,  they  are  getting  recruits  fast,  and  then  the 
veterans  may  fall  out  of  the  ranks.  The  Commander- 
in-Chief  has  told  the  President  that  he  may  soon  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  charge  of  the  Castle  to  these  armed 
citizens.  This  looks  serious.  The  President '  made  one 
of  the  most  eloquent  addresses  that  ever  was  heard,  to 
the  Old  Blues.  The  Highland  Chiefs  have  offered  to 
raise  their  clans,  and  march  them  to  any  point  in  Scot- 
land where  their  services  shall  be  required.  To  be  sure, 
the  Glasgow  folks  would  be  a  little  surprised  at  the^  ar- 
rival of  Dugald  Dhu,  "brogues  an'  brochan  an'  a'."  I 
shall,  I  think,  bid  Ballantyne  send  you  a  copy  of  his 
weekly  paper,  which  often  contains  things  you  would 
like  to  see,  and  wiU  keep  you  in  mind  of  Old  Soot- 
land. 
They  are  embodying  a  troop  of  cavalry  in  Edmbargh 

nice  young  men  and  good  horses.     They  have  paid 

me  the  compliment  to  make  me  an  honorary  member  of 

>  The  Riglit  Honorable  Chatlee  Hopo,  Lord  Prendent  of  the  Court  of 
Seiuoii,  «««  ColoneUonmimiidant  of  the  Old  Bke^  or  Fint  Regiment  of 
Edinbargh  Volantcen. 
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tim,  for  two  or  three  years  I  L  f  '""P°"'  °^  '""""S 
FeUenborff,  near  B^if    »  \.^t  r""'  '"'tiftion  of 

thiuk  that  JT         ■,        "■*  "'"•'«  establishment.     I 

that  I  should  be  partSrrld  to"!?""'^'^, ""  ?"» 

on  to  Italv      All  tK*    •    5    1  7  ^""'  '"  ™se  I  went 
uu  w)  iiaiy.     AU  this  is  doubtful,  but  T  fl>;„i,  -i  •      i 

Twr::  ^-TLs'-tr^  wdt;';i'Lt 
J...J Xu p^-e :iii,rtoC;^i^iutt:^  s 

to  which  duty  clus  US  "  '~*''  *"  '^^«  **«  !»" 

Ch^rWhtt  of  "r^'''  "^  ''"''  "^'''  ''■'■'  -  »  Master 

».y  3;'c:^e;ry„:trh:a^:rcr ^^^^^  n^-^  *?? 

bro^sword  hanging  up  at  his  W  head   wWo"  'to  ^^  ^ 
more  ready  for  service,  hath  no  sheath      rf'.v    t 
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every  man  that  the  carrUge  pa.Md.  Sophia  is  of  course 
wise  and  philosophical,  and  mamma  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  conceive  why  we  do  not  catch  and  hang  the  whole  of 
them,  untried  and  unconvicted.  Amidst  aU  their  various 
emotions,  they  join  in  best  love  to  you!  and  I  always  am 

very  truly  yours,  .  Yr'i*"""' 

p.  S, I  shall  set  on"  for  London  on  the  ZStb. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

EunlBDEoH,  nth  DeMinlwr,  1819. 

My  dear  Walter,  —  I  have  a  train  of  most  mehm- 
oholy  news  to  acquaint  you  with.  On  Saturday  I  saw 
your  grandmother  perfectly  weU,  and  on  Sunday  the  girls 
drank  tea  with  her,  when  the  good  old  lady  was  more 
than  usuaUy  in  spirits;  and,  os  if  she  had  wished  to 
impress  many  things  on  their  memory,  told  over  a  num- 
ber of  her  old  stories  with  her  usual  alertness  and  viva- 
city On  Monday  she  had  an  indisposition,  which  proved 
to  be  a  paralytic  affection,  and  on  Tuesday  she  was 
speechless,  and  had  lost  the  power  of  one  side,  without 
any  hope  of  recovery,  although  she  may  linger  some 
days.  But  what  is  very  remarkable,  and  no  less  shwk- 
ine  Dr.  Rutherford,  who  attended  his  sister  m  perfect 
heljth  upon  Tuesday,  died  himself  upon  the  Wednesday 
morning.  He  had  breakfasted  without  intimatmg  the 
least  illness,  and  was  dressed  to  go  out,  and  particularly 
to  visit  my  mother,  wlien  he  sunk  backwards,  and  died 
in  his  daughter  Anne's  arms,  almost  without  »  groan- 
To  add  to  this  melancholy  list,  our  poor  friend  Miss 
Christie,  is  despaired  of.  She  was  much  affected  by  my 
mother's  fatal  indisposition,  but  does  not  know  as  yet  oJ 
her  brother's  death. 

Dr.  Eutherford  was  a  very  ingenious  as  well  as  an 
exoeUent  man,  more  of  a  gentleman  than  his  profession 
t»o  often  are,  for  he  could  not  take  the  back-stairs  mode 
of  rising  in  it,  otherwise  he  might  have  been  much  more 
wealthy.     He  ought  to  have  had  the  Chemistry  class,  as 
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w«  broken  andW  Lrif'",  •  ^°",  ''"*''  ''''"•  J""  l-^l'h 
to  the  lo»,  of  hi,  Z,t  1  *^*t!''Lr'''"''  ""y  •«  '""eJ 
and  .K  I  think  to  I  2u  ^*"j'  ?"  Ea^t  Indiaman, 
l»d.omeyea„ag:,  ^  '  P"*^^'"  *"""•'  """''  l-e 

J°ui^d  'rriTf  ir " '  ^'^  *°  ■^'^  ">«  ^-rf-' 
^^nrhii-r/£~l^5r;it-i-^- 

Gat"r  rre  oiidt':::;;''  '"^"'-  ^°"'-"-. 

the  Loyal  Foresterst^'lf  !  l'*  °  """'P''  *»  •«  """^d 
If  matter,  get  wo^^  I  w  11^?'™  T""  "'  "■«  ^"rth. 
from  the  ColmLd"  lin-Ch  rfl  ""  "'"*"""'  ^"  ^o" 
be  materiaUy  u  J„T  to  let  ;!''''''"'7°"  P™«'''<''' ''"» 
idle  where  you  are  „1!!^  T  '^  ^f  ^"^  "»"'  ™ly  »» 
Your  old  ir;/„7CsTlk^Se  y"""  *"  '""• 
under  orders,  and  e^ct  to  h  .  ™!°""5'  ""^^  '««° 
or  Carliale.     wIcH    dl^     m"^  *'"■?  ">  ^""f™' 

".ovingtheato^sXJn  etofrt'  '"''/^^  "^  "" 
place,  here,  for  I  Tfv  tL^'.'  ■??  ""^  "*  *^^  ^'"■'gest 

Berwiek.  «  rea^nall^^^'^.^-e^^  S^ 
(1830),  pp.  260,  281.  *   "^  '**  ^'•<^'">  »/  £<f.»iw^,  toI    m 
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is  a  spirit  of  consternation  implied  in  many  of  the  ordei ., 
which,  entre  «o«.,  I  like  worse  th«.  what  I  «e  or  know 
of  the  circumstances  which  infer  real  danger.     For  my- 
self  I  am  too  old  to  fight,  but  nobody  is  too  old  to  die, 
like  a  man  of  virtue  and  honor,  in  defence  of  the  pnnci. 
pies  he  has  always  maintained.         ,       ,    ,       ^      .„„ 
I  would  have  you  to  keep  yourseU  ready  to  return  here 
suddenly,  in  case  the  Duke  of  York  should  f  ™>'  y""' 
temporary  services  in  your  own  countay,  which,  if  things 
^rworse,  I  will  certainly  ask.     The  fearf^d  thing    s 
the  secret  and  steady  silence  observed  by  the  Radicals  m 
aU  they  do.     Yet,  without  anything  like  effective  arms 
or  useful  discipline,  without  money  and  without  a  com- 
missariat,  what  can  they  do,  but,  according  to  their  favor- 
ite  toast,  have  blood  and  plunder?    Mamma  and  the 
girls,  as  weU  as  Charles,  send  kind  love.     Your  affec- 

tionate  father,  a««.ra. 

Walteb  Scott. 

TO  MB.   VnLLIAM  lAIMAW,   KA1S9ID1!. 

Edimbuboh,  D«»mb«r  20,  1819. 
Mt  deae  WnxiE,- Distress  has  been  very  busy 
with  me  since  I  wrote  to  you.  I  have  lost  ™.%'»»™ 
of  one  week,  my  valued  relations.  Dr.  and  Miss  Buther- 
ford-h<.ppy  in  this,  that  neither  knew  of  the  others 
dissolution.  My  dear  mother  has  offered  me  deeper 
subject  of  affliction,  having  been  struck  with  the  paky, 
and  being  now  in  such  a  stote  that  I  scarce  hope  to  see 

her  again.  ,      ,.. 

But  the  strange  times  compel  me,  under  this  P"»™" 
of  domestic  distress,  to  attend  to  public  business.  1  tind 
Mr.  Scott  of  Gala  agrees  with  me  in  thinking  we  should 
appeal  at  this  crisis  to  the  good  sense  and  loyalty  of  the 
loNver  orders,  and  we  have  resolved  to  break  the  ice,  and 
he  the  first  in  the  Lowlands,  so  far  as  I  have  yet  heard 
of,  to  invite  our  laborers  and  those  over  whom  circum- 
stances and  fortune  give  us  influence,  to  rise  with  us  m 
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•nn»,  and  share  our  fate.  You  know,  ai  well  aa  any 
cne,  that  I  have  always  spent  twioe  the  income  of  my 
property  in  giHng  work  to  my  neighbors,  and  I  hopi 
they  wiU  not  m  behind  the  Galashiels  people,  who  are 
very  aealou ..  Gala  and  I  go  hand  in  hand,  and  propose 
to  raise  at  least  a  company  each  of  men,  to  be  driUed  as 
iharpsh.-oteis  or  infantry,  which  wiU  be  a  lively  and  in- 
teresting umusement  for  the  young  fellows.  The  dress 
we  propose  to  be  as  simple,  and  at  the  same  time  as  ser- 
viceable, as  possible;— a  jacket  and  trousers  of  Gah- 
shiels  gray  cloth,  and  a  smart  bonnet  with  a  small  fea- 
ther, or,  to  save  even  that  expense,  a  sprig  of  holly. 
And  we  will  have  shooting  at  the  mark,  and  prizes,  and 
fun,  and  a  little  whiskey,  and  daily  pay  when  on  duty 
or  drill.  I  beg  of  you,  dear  Willie,  to  communicate  my 
wish  to  all  who  have  received  a  good  turn  at  my  hand, 
or  may  expect  one,  or  may  be  desirous  of  doing  me  one 
—(for  I  should  be  sorry  Damick  and  Brigend  were  beat) 
—  and  to  all  other  free  and  honest  fellows  who  will  take 
share  with  me  on  this  occasion.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
any  command  farther  than  such  as  shall  entitle  me  to  go 
with  the  corps,  for  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that,  in  whatever  capacity,  /  go  with  them,  and  take  a 
share  in  good  or  bad  as  it  casts  up.  I  cannot  doubt  that 
I  will  have  '  „ur  support,  and  I  hope  you  will  use  all  your 
enthusiasm  in  our  behalf.  Morrison  volunteers  as  our 
engineer.  Those  who  I  think  should  be  spoke  to  are  the 
following,  among  the  higher  class:  — 

John  Usher.'  He  should  be  lieutenant,  or  his  son 
ensign. 

Sam  Somerville.'    I  will  speak  to  him  — he  may  be 

"  Mr.  Daher  hiM  tlnaAjitm  meiitioDed  u  Soott'a  predecenor  in  tha 
praperty  of  Toftfield.  He  now  naded  naar  thoM  landi,  and  WM  SooU'l 
tenaot  on  th«  greater  part  of  Uiem. 

'  Sanrnel  SomorriUo,  W.  S.  (a  am,  of  the  hutorian  of  Qneen  Anna), 
bad  a  pretty  »iUa  at  Lowood,  on  the  Tweed,  immediately  oppoaite  the 
■eat  of  hia  reUtion,  Lord  Somernlle,  of  whoie  aatate  he  had  the  manure- 
ment.  " 
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lieutenant,  if  Uther  declines;  but  I  think,  in  that  OMe, 
Usher  should  give  us  his  son. 

Young  Niool  Milne'  is  rather  young,  but  I  wiU  offer 
to  his  father  to  take  him  in. 

Harper'  is  a  tine  qua  mm.  Tell  him  I  depend  on 
him  for  the  honor  of  Damick.  I  should  propose  to  him 
to  take  a  gallant  halbert. 

Adam  Ferguson  thinks  you  should  be  our  adjutant. 
John  Ferguson  l-*propose  for  captain.  He  is  steady, 
right  bold,  and  has  seen  much  fire.  The  auld  captain 
will  help  us  in  one  shape  or  other.  For  myself,  I  know 
not  what  they  propose  to  make  of  me,  but  it  cannot  be 
anything  very  active.  However,  I  should  like  to  have 
a  steady  quiet  horse,  drilled  to  stand  fire  well,  and  if  he 
has  these  properties,  no  matter  how  stupid,  so  he  does 
not  stumble.  In  this  case  the  price  of  such  a  horse  will 
be  no  object. 

These,  my  dear  friend,  are  your  beatmg  orders.  1 
would  propose  to  raise  about  sixty  men,  and  not  to  take 
old  men.  John  the  Turk*  wiU  be  a  capital  corporal; 
and  I  hope  in  general  that  all  my  young  fellows  will  go 
with  me,  leaving  the  older  men  to  go  through  necessary 
labor.  Soimd  Tom  what  he  would  like.  I  think,  per- 
haps, he  would  prefer  managing  matters  at  home  in  your 
absence  and  mine  at  drill. 

John  of  Skye  is  cock-a-hoop  upon  the  occasion,  and 
I  suppose  has  made  fifty  blunders  about  it  by  this  time. 
You  must  warn  Tom  Jamieson,  Gordon  Winness,  John 
Swanston  (who  will  carry  oft  all  the  prizes  at  shooting), 
Davidson,  ana  so  forth. 

If  you  think  it  necessary,  a  little  handbill  might  be 

1  Niool  Milne,  Eiq.  (now  i^TOeste),  eldett  kd  of  tlw  L.irf  of  F«Moii- 

"  °'a>rper,  keeper  of  •  little  ion  ot  Damiok,  wm  •  pJl««t  "d  "pW"? 
jeornu  -  nnifornily  the  giiner  of  the  priiet  .t  e«ry  oontert  of  itteoetl' 
and  anlitT  in  that  dutriot.  , 

8  Sie  of  Scott't  forertei.  -  thns  dwignatod  H  b«uiff,  m  >U  mmm  of 
the  vord,  a  gallant  fellow. 
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oinmlated.  But  it  majr  be  better  to  tee  if  Oorernment 
will  accept  our  wrvioei;  and  I  think,  in  the  lituation  of 
the^  country,  when  work  is  scarce,  and  we  offer  pay  for 
their  pkying  themselves,  we  should  have  choice  of  men. 
But  I  would  urge  no  one  to  do  what  he  did  not  like. 

The  very  precarious  state  of  my  poor  mother  detains 
me  here,  and  makes  me  devolve  this  troublesome  duty 
upon  you.  All  you  have  to  do,  however,  is  to  sound  the 
men,  and  mark  down  those  who  seem  zealous.  They 
will  perhaps  have  to  flght  with  the  pitmen  and  colliers 
of  Northumberland  for  defence  of  their  firesides,  for 
these  literal  blackguards  are  got  beyond  the  management 
of  their  own  people.  And  if  such  is  the  case,  better  keep 
them  from  coming  into  Scotland,  than  encounter  the 
mischief  they  might  do  there. 

Yours  always  most  truly, 

Walter  Scott. 

to  th09us  scott,  esq.,  toth  rzoihent,  kinostok,  canada. 

EsmvaoH,  22d  Dmember,  1810. 

Mt  deae  Tom,  —  I  wrote  you  about  ten  days  since, 
stating  that  we  were  all  well  here.  In  that  very  short 
space  a  change  so  sudden  and  so  universal  has  taken 
place  among  your  friends  here,  that  I  have  to  communi- 
cate to  you  a  most  miserable  catalogue  of  losses.  Our 
dear  mother  was  on  Sunday  the  12th  December  in  all 
her  usual  strength  and  alertness  of  mind.  I  had  seen 
and  conversed  with  her  on  the  Saturday  preceding,  and 
never  saw  her  better  in  my  life  of  late  years.  My  two 
daughters  drank  tea  with  her  on  Sunday,  when  she  was 
uncommonly  lively,  telling  them  a  number  of  stories,  and 
being  in  rather  unusual  spirits,  probably  from  the  degree 
of  excitation  which  sometimes  is  remarked  to  precede 
a  paralytic  affection.  In  the  course  of  Monday  she 
received  that  fatal  summons,  which  at  first  seemed  slight; 
but  in  the  night  betwixt  Monday  and  Tuesday  our  mo- 
ther lost  the  use  both  of  speech  and  of  one  side.    Since 
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tbst  time  the  hu  Itia  in  bed  conitantly,  yet  so  Moiible 
u  to  HO  me  ami  expreu  her  earnest  bleuing  on  all  of 
ui.  The  power  of  tpeech  U  totally  luit ;  nor  U  there  any 
hope,  at  Iwr  advanced  age,  that  the  Mene  can  Uit  long. 
Probably  a  few  houra  will  terminate  it.  At  any  rate, 
life  if  not  to  be  wiihed,  even  for  our  neareit  and  deareit, 
in  thou  ciroumetancei.  But  thii  heavy  calamity  was 
only  the  commencement  of  our  family  losses.  Dr.  Ruth- 
erford, who  had  seemed  perfectly  well,  and  had  visited 
my  mother  upon  Tuesday  the  14th,  was  suddenly  affected 
with  gout  in  his  stomach,  or  some  disease  equally  rapid, 
on  Wednesday  the  16th,  and,  without  a  moment's  warn- 
ing or  complaint,  fell  down  a  dead  man,  almost  without 
a  single  groan.  You  are  aware  of  his  fondness  for  ani- 
mals :  he  was  just  stroking  his  cat  after  eating  his  break- 
fast, as  usual,  when,  without  more  warning  than  a  half- 
nttered  nzclamation,  he  sunk  on  the  ground,  and  died  in 
the  arms  of  his  daughter  Anne.  Though  the  Doctor  had 
no  formed  complaint,  yet  I  have  thought  him  looking 
poorly  for  some  months;  and  though  there  was  no  failure 
whatever  in  intellect,  or  anything  which  approached  it, 
yet  his  memory  was  not  so  good;  and  I  thought  he 
paused  during  the  last  time  he  attended  me,  and  had 
difficulty  in  recollecting  the  precise  terms  of  his  recipe. 
Certainly  there  was  a  great  decay  of  outward  strength. 
We  were  very  anxious  about  the  effect  this  fatal  news 
was  likely  to  produce  on  the  mind  and  decayed  health  of 
our  aunt.  Miss  C.  Rutherford,  and  resolved,  as  her  health 
had  been  gradually  falling  off  ever  since  she  returned 
from  Abbotsford,  that  she  should  never  learn  anything 
of  it  until  it  was  impossible  to  conceal  it  longer.  But 
Qod  had  so  ordered  it  that  she  was  never  to  know  the 
loss  she  had  sustained,  and  which  she  would  have  felt  so 
deeply.  On  Friday  the  17th  December,  the  second  day 
after  her  brother's  death,  she  expired,  without  a  groan 
and  without  suffering,  about  six  in  the  morning.  And 
so  we  lost  an  excellent  and  warm-hearted  relation,  one 
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fi^u^t...  enabled  h.r.  .t  ,  m.h.«  period  oflife.  TJu^ 
ply  the  defect,  of  „  imperfect  «lue»tion.  It  .  .  Zt 
uncommon  .ml  afflicting  circ„m.t.nce.  that  a  b«,th^r  and 
two  ...ter.  .hould  be  taken  ill  the  „me  day -that  two 
of  them  .hould  die.  without  any  rational  ^ib"v  o? 

SL'""r,T  «  "■"  'h!««-«''d  that  no  one  otthl 
tibe.  could  be  affactecl  by  learning  the  lo..  of  the  other 

W  .^  JT  ,'  *",''""«'  o-  Mo-day  the  20th,  and  Mi« 
KuUierford  thi.  day  (Wedne«l.y  ^be  22d),  in  the  bur  i" 
place  «ljo.n,ng  to  and  -urrounding  one  of  the  new  Epi,. 
oopal  oha,«l,.  whe™  Robert  Kutherford »  ha.1  puTchri 
.  burml  gr„„„d  of  «me  eztent,  and  parted  with  one  W? 
to  the  Ku..ell,.  It  i.  .urrounded  with  a  very  high  waU 
•nd  all  the«parateburial.grou„d,(flve,  I  thi'nl!  !„„„": 
Ur)  are  ^sparatcd  by  partywall,  going  down  to  the  depth 

1^1"  !'•  ■"  r,y  P"™"'  "'■'  P«»»ibility  either'^of 
encroachment  or  of  di.turbing  the  relic,  of  the  dead.  I 
have  purchawd  one  half  of  Mi„  R„.,ell.,  interest  in  thi, 
•^  >pot,  moved  by  it.  extreme  seclusion,  privacy,  and 

Churchyard,  where  my  father  and  Anne  lie,"  I  thought 
their  grave,  more  encroached  upon  than  I  liked  to  wit 
ne..,  and  in  thi,  new  pkce  I  intenrto  by  „„  ;^' 
mother  ,hen  the  «e„e  .hall  close;  «,  that  the  broC 
and  the  two  .ister,,  who.e  fate  ha.  been  „  very  clojv 
entwmedm  death,  may  not  be  divided  in  the^ver- 
and  tbi,  I  hope  you  wUl  approve  of.  *       ' 

37i«r.rf<,y,  Vecmber  23rf._My  mother  .till  linger, 
th..mon.mg,  and  a.  her  con,tit„t!on  i.  «,  excellent,  .he 

s^Scr  tT-  "'""'"'"  *°  '""  "™  «■»"•  or  till  another 
r.„      An  u"  T?**  conwlation  that  she  is  perfeoUy 
e»y.     AU  her  affair,  of  every  .ort  have  been  vTry  kng 
»  St.  John*!  Chapel. 
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arranged  for  this  great  change,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  Donaldson  and  Macculloch,  you  may  depend,  when 
the  event  takes  place,  that  your  interest  will  be  attended 
to  most  pointedly.  —  I  hope  our  civil  tumults  here  are 
like  to  be  ended  by  the  measures  of  Parliament.  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last  that  Kinloch  of  Kinloch  was  to  be  tried 
for  sedition.  He  has  forfeited  his  bail,  and  was  yester- 
day laid  under  outlawry  for  non-appearance.  Our  neigh- 
bors in  Northumberland  are  in  a  deplorable  state;  up- 
wards of  60,000  blackguards  are  ready  to  rise  between 
Tyne  and  Wear.'  On  the  other  hand,  the  Scottish  fron- 
tiers are  steady  and  loyal,  and  arming  fast.  Scott  of 
Gala  and  I  have  offered  200  men,  all  fine  strapping 
young  fellows,  and  good  marksmen,  willing  to  go  any- 
where with  us.  We  could  easily  double  the  number. 
So  the  necessity  of  the  times  has  made  me  get  on  horse- 
back once  more.  Our  mother  has  at  different  times  been 
perfectly  conscious  of  her  situation,  and  Jinew  every  one, 
though  totally  unable  to  speak.  She  seemed  to  take  a 
very  affectionate  farewell  of  me  the  last  time  I  saw  her, 
which  was  the  day  before  yesterday;  and  as  she  was 
much  agitated.  Dr.  Keith  advised  I  should  not  see  her 
again,  unless  she  seemed  to  desire  it,  which  hitherto  she 
has  not  done.  She  sleeps  constantly,  and  will  probably 
be  so  removed.  Our  family  sends  love  to  yours.  Yours 
most  affectionately:  — 

Walter  Scott. 


Scott's  excellent  mother  died  on  the  24th  December  — 
the  day  after  he  closed  the  foregoing  letter  to  his  brother. 

On  the  18th;  in  the  midst  of  these  accumulated  afflic- 
tions, the  romance  of  Ivanhoe  made  its  appearance.  The 
date  has  been  torn  from  the  following  letter,  but  it  was 
evidently  written  while  all  these  events  were  fresh  and 
recent: — 

^  Tbis  WM  »  ridioiiloiul;  wig^ented  t«p«rt  of  that  p«tud  of  alann. 
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W  TH,  lABT  LOC^  ^^,^  „^^  ,^_  ^^^^ 

f  J»'^"i'^°^  Louisa,  -I  am  favored  with  your  letter 
from  Ditton  and  am  glad  you  found  anything  to  enter- 
ttlT  '"  l"^-.  ^°™"y  »  what  this  gfddy-paced 
time  demand,  .mperiously.  and  I  certainly  studiK 
much  as  I  could  to  get  out  of  the  old  beaten  track  leaf 
mg  those  who  like  to  keep  the  road,  which  I  We  "r^t^d 

IZIL  f  JV!  ^  '"™'*'  ""•»  ""^  rehitions;  Vu 
atoost  fearful  to  comit  up  my  losses,  as  they  make  me 
bankrupt  m  society.  My  brother-in-law;  our  never-to! 
be-enough  regretted  Dnke;  I^rd  Chief  alron,  my  e>Lk 
kmd,  and  constant  friend,  who  took  me  up  when  I  wf^ 
a  young  feUow  of  little  mark  or  Ukelihood^the  wffe  rf 
my  infmate  friend  William  Erskine,  the  only  *„^  °f 
my  fnend  David  Hume,  a  youth  of  ^at  premise  and 

S^L'S  ';*°  """•  '"^  "^  g^vTupSm;"' 

from  childhood;  my  exceUent  mother;  ^d.  within  a 
few  days,  her  surviving  brother  and  sister.  Mrmotter 
was  the  only  one  of  these  whose  death  was  the\a3 

•  'J^''  !*"■"•'■  '««"  "U  written  JannaPT  16  1820  .n,l  ™  i_  »  j 
mFamliar  Utter,,  ,„1.  a.  p.  71.     !„  it  d,.^.  l'^^'  "^  «"  •»  '""■'I 

ZrfaZ^:  '.i  "^    •«•■*■«  lo  -k.1  ho  been  JlegedT^t  the  ^ 
ami  leut  .boot    But  ppondwl  one  doea  but  enreenooirh  about  rane! 
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consequence  of  vety  advanced  life.  And  our  sorrows  are 
not  at  an  end.  A  sister  of  my  motlier's,  Mrs.  Russell 
of  Ashestiel,  long  deceased,  had  left  (besides  several  sons, 
of  whom  only  one  now  surrives  and  is  in  India)  three 
daughters,  who  lived  with  her  youngest  sister,  Miss 
Rutherford,  and  were  in  the  closest  habits  of  intimacy 
with  us.  The  eldest  of  these  girls,  and  a  most  excellent 
creature  she  is,  was  in  summer  so  much  shocked  by  the 
sudden  news  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  brothers  I  have 
mentioned,  that  she  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  her  limbs 
by  an  affection  either  nervous  or  paralytic.  She  was 
slowly  recovering  from  this  afiBicting  and  helpless  situa- 
tion, when  the  sudden  fate  of  her  aimts  and  uncle,  par- 
ticularly of  her  who  had  acted  as  a  mother  to  the  family, 
brought  on  a  new  shock;  and  though  perfectly  possessed 
of  her  mind,  she  has  never  since  been  able  to  utter  a 
word.  Her  youngest  sister,  a  girl  of  one  or  two  and 
twenty,  was  so  much  shocked  by  this  scene  of  accumu- 
lated distress,  that  she  was  taken  very  ill,  and  having 
suppressed  and  concealed  her  disorder,  relief  came  too 
late,  and  she  has  been  taken  from  us  also.  She  died  in 
the  arms  of  the  elder  sister,  helpless  as  I  have  described 
her;  and  to  separate  the  half  dead  from  the  actual  corpse 
was  the  most  melancholy  thing  possible.  You  can  hardly 
conceive,  dear  Lady  Louisa,  the  melancholy  feeling  of 
sefiiog  the  place  of  laat  repose  belonging  to  the  devoted 
family  open  four  times  within  so  short  a  space,  and  to 
meet  the  same  group  of  sorrowing  friends  and  relations 
on  the  same  sorrowful  occasion.  Looking  back  on  those 
whom  I  have  lost,  all  well  known  to  me  excepting  my 
brother-in-law,  whom  I  could  only  judge  of  by  the  gen- 
eral report  in  his  favor,  I  can  scarce  conceive  a  group 
possessing  more  real  worth  and  amiable  qualities,  not  to 
mention  talents  and  accomplishments.  I  have  never  felt 
so  truly  what  Johnson  says  so  well,  — 

"  Condemu'd  to  Hope's  delnnvv  mliw, 
Ai  on  wo  toil  from  day  to  dmy, 
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fettered  me  by  beW  tmL^  n.  T  ".""""  °'«'*-  ""d 
lady.  She  l^Tm^Jd  »o«Ji^r:  ..'f  *?'  ^""^  °^ 
oequired  information  and^rTu™  'J^  /'""/  *"*  ""«''' 
veiy  old,  and  had  an  «ceZnt  i  '^    ""  '''*  "" 

without  the  least  exae^«tl„  ""~'^'  '''«  ™»ld  draw 
.tnking  pictures  of"~L"  hTi^""  ;1^  T* 
to  do  anything  in  the  wav  of  ™f  *•        J  ''™  '*«''  »"« 

•ne.  She  connected  a  io,>gZiT.t^  "he  presented 
«ent  generation,  for  she  ^^  k  V™  ''"^  ^^^  P™' 
»pokea  with,  a  ^rZ  who  W^.  '"'',.'"''  ^  »ft«° 
of  Dunbar,  knd^W  C™»^^  ^  «coUected  the  battle 
Edinburgh.  She  ™rhe,V  'f^"'  ™'  ""^'y  '■"» 
before  her  final  iC  for  '  "^"^  ?  *?  '^''  ^'^  ''''? 
Scott  of  Harden  S  t  Z^'f'?''-  "^  ^r,' 
ing  to  our  house  aftTr    wl  ^-""^"y'  *°'^'  <»«»- 

at  the  alertness  If  her  mild  an7.rr  '^"^  '"T™" 
had  in  talking  over  boTt!^  .  ^'""""^ ''^''='' *« 
She  had  told  LmZfi^^^T  '"'•  "'^«™  events, 
the  Bride  of  lZ^^^-         T"^  "■«  "*»•  "tory  of 

differed  from  ttn~Shr.ir'r^.  °"'  "'"'^'^  i' 
parties,  and  detoSed  ffor  i„  ""  """  "«^«»  »*  t^e 
their  connection'lttS  -"  tinj  fl^nL^l^^^^f  *^ 
quent  Monday  she  »»«  .t«,„i.  ."T"'*'-  0°  the  subse- 
suffered  little!  td  2  "•&![*  ".  ""f'^"'!  '^«'^'™. 
what  was  God's  rew«d  aid  .""°"  P"'™"*'  """J 

and  beneroCtlT^'  ^1  ^^'r  '"  ^"  ■°°"««'" 
sister,  the  Jas  thl;tvlZ  ''""''  *'"*  ■"«'  ''«'«•«  and 
t~dden  the  dark  ?K7orhr  ShT  ''"*"•  "^ 
economist,  which  she  said  b^Ti  J  u  ,  "**  »  't^i"* 

at  least  a  thi^  i„  wellS^ XitCafl  ^iT^ 
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rest  lived  like  a  gentlewoman,  and  even  vith  hospitality 
more  general  than  seemed  to  suit  her  age;  yet  1  oould 
never  prevail  on  her  to  accept  of  any  assistance.  You 
cannot  conceive  how  affecting  it  was  to  me  to  see  the 
little  preparations  of  presents  which  she  had  assorted  for 
the  New  Year — for  she  was  a  great  observer  of  the  old 
fashions  of  her  period — and  to  think  that  the  kind  heart 
was  cold  which  delighted  in  all  these  acts  of  kindly  affec- 
tion. 1  should  apologize,  I  believe,  for  troubling  your 
ladyship  with  these  melancholy  details;  but  you  would 
not  thank  me  for  a  letter  written  with  constraint,  and 
my  mind  is  at  present  very  full  of  this  sad  subject, 
though  I  scarce  know  any  one  to  whom  I  would  venture 
to  say  so  much.  I  hear  no  good  news  of  Lady  Anne, 
though  Ijord  Montagu  writes  cautiously.  The  weather 
is  now  turning  milder,  and  may,  I  hope,  l>e  favorable  to 
her  complaint.  After  my  own  family,  my  thought  most 
frequently  turns  to  these  orphans,  whose  parents  1  loved 
and  respected  so  much.  —  I  am  always,  dear  Lady  Lou- 
isa, your  very  respectful  and  obliged 

Walter  Scott. 

There  is  in  the  library  at  Abbotsford  a  fine  copy  of 
Baskerville's  folio  Bible,  two  volumes,  printed  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1763 ;  and  there  appears  on  the  blank  leaf,  in 
the  trembling  handwriting  of  Scott's  mother,  this  in- 
scription: "To  my  dear  son,  Walter  Scott,  from  his 
affectionate  mother,  Anne  Rutherford.  —  January  Xet, 
1819."  Under  these  words  her  son  has  written  as  follows : 
"This  Bible  was  the  gift  of  my  grandfather  Dr.  John 
Rutherford,  to  my  mother,  and  presented  by  her  to  me; 
being,  alas,  the  last  gift  which  I  was  to  receive  from 
that  excellent  parent,  and,  as  I  verily  believe,  the  thing 
which  she  most  loved  in  the  world,  —  not  only  in  humble 
veneration  of  the  sacred  contents,  but  as  the  dearest 
pledge  of  her  father's  affection  to  her.  As  such  she  gave 
it  to  me;  and  as  such  I  bequeath  it  to  those  who  may 
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1820."  ^        '^'^  '°  "''<'«'  it  •»»  belonged. 

If  literaty  success  could  have  either  flll.^  e    x..    .^     , 
or  hardened  his  heart  »»  .iT  iji  ^  °™**  »  ''8»d 

tho«,  of  DecemberM'ir  I™h  ^'"'  ""  ""'''  '«'*«"  «» 
out  England  with  L  ™„  7  °*  '™*  ™'^'™''  'h««>gh- 
the  Se?i:?'n„vels''^"^''7'  "''i^''  "''*•'  ""^  "^ 
number)  were  now,  for  ^  fl, Jf'  ""^Tl.  ^^^'"'  '» 
fonn,  with  a  finer  nl™,  I  Hi'"''  "^  *•»  P»»*  S™ 
much  more  decant  rXl^  ^"'*'*"'  *^«  P™«-work 

tb«  orig^nal'shape  ^irrivXCd'"  "''^^'  ""'  '" 

intenZ-i:  ^b:inTou^Ilr:^  ^  ^^  " -'^-^ 
a  new  hand,  and  th»t%.,  .  -T"??*  .*"  ™  production  of 
was  printed  "  a  si^  ST  '  '^T"""'  *■"«  ""'' 
onesf  but  ConstoUe    Zi^V  "^f"  t"  ^"^^'"S 

sores  and  interlineat.V,n=  »  j  i ",  f  ""'  fewer  era- 
hand  T,.  ",  """^nons.  and  also  by  btjng  in  a  smaller 
ftand.     The  fragment  is  beautiful  to  look  af 

pages  together  without  one  altoratLi  T^-  ?' -"«''? 
superfluous  to  add   th.f  •  "'*?"<"'•      "  's.  I  suppose, 

his  proseLoreltdt..  it°t  °° -'"»"<»  *<»  Scott  ^^0^ 
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the  strength  and  splendor  of  his  imagination  been  dis- 
played to  higher  advantage  than  in  some  of  the  scenes  of 
this  romance.  But  I  believe  that  no  reader  vrho  is  ca- 
pable of  thoroughly  comprehending  the  author's  Scotch 
character  and  Scotch  dialogue  will  ever  place  even  Ivan- 
hoe,  as  a  work  of  genius,  on  the  same  level  with  Waver- 
ley,  Guy  Mannering,  or  The  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian. 

There  is,  to  me,  something  so  remarkably  characteris- 
tic of  Scott's  mind  and  manner  in  a  particular  passage  of 
the  Introduction,  which  he  penned  ten  years  afterwards 
for  this  work,  that  I  must  be  pardoned  for  extracting 
it  here.  He  says:  "The  character  of  the  fair  Jewess 
found  so  much  favor  in  the  eyes  of  some  fair  readers, 
that  the  writer  was  censured,  because,  when  arranging 
the  fates  of  the  characters  of  the  drama,  be  bad  not  as- 
signed the  hand  of  Wilfred  to  Rebecca,  rather  than  the 
less  interesting  Rowena.  But,  not  to  mention  that  the 
prejudices  of  the  age  rendered  such  a  union  almost  im- 
possible, the  author  may,  in  passing,  observe  that  he 
thinks  a  character  of  a  highly  virtuous  and  lofty  stamp 
is  degraded  rather  than  exalted  by  an  attempt  to  reward 
virtue  with  temporal  prosperity.  Such  is  not  the  recom- 
pense which  Providence  has  deemed  worthy  of  suffering 
merit;  and  it  is  a  dangerous  and  fatal  doctrine  to  teach 
young  persons,  the  most  common  readers  of  romance, 
that  rectitude  of  conduct  and  of  principle  are  either  natu- 
rally allied  with,  or  adequately  rewarded  by,  the  gratifi- 
catior  of  our  passions,  or  attainment  of  our  wishes.  In 
a  word,  if  a  virtuous  and  self-denied  character  is  dis- 
missed with  temporal  wealth,  greatness,  rank,  or  the  in- 
dulgence uf  such  a  rashly  formed  or  ill-assorted  passion  as 
that  of  Rebecca  for  Ivanhoe,  the  reader  will  be  apt  to 
say,  verily  Virtue  has  had  its  reward.  But  a  glance  on 
the  great  picture  of  life  will  show  that  the  duties  of  self- 
denial,  and  the  sacrifice  of  passion  to  principle,  are  sel- 
dom thus  remunerated;  and  that  the  internal  conscious- 
ness of  their  high-minded  discharge  of  duty  produces  on 
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•way."  "  "■*  "o™  oannot  give  or  take 

held  with  hi.  frieid  Sken;  d^.T"""""'  "»'  Soott 
hi.  bodily  .ufferinw  i°  th^^*!**  ""*'*"  "««»"'  of 
"Mr.  Skene,"  «yTthLt  -'»,'"'', ^^  "'  *»""  ye«r. 
hUbed.ide,  indTiT^r    ■;"'  "'*''•  "'"■«4  by 
in  the  i„te;val,  ^^^Z^J^'^"  "«»  «  *«  c^oulj 
of  the  Jew,,  a,  he  h^'  S^^J^  ^'  ?"  '^«  '"'••ieot 
wme  time  in  Germany^,  hL  vo^^K     t"?  •"'""'  "^  ■!««" 
naturally  made  a  si^n^:     ^^'    T*"*"  «it<»tion  tid 
they  refined  ^heVT^'Z^d"  mal"  "  ""r  "-^ 
.  were  treated  with  considerS  ""*  ".""er,  entire,  and 
ti»n  neighbor,,  beC  ,^  wu!""*"'''  •'y  ""eir  Chri,- 
o-J.  qnarter  b^  g^^  ^.  .~Jld   (J^  »' "'sht  in  their 
«rion,ne„,  but  SSv  fcZ'^     ■^''-  ^^^'"''  P»^7  in 
mind  at  the  n.o^^'u^"  ^1^".:'"'  ^^  *"»'■" 
«nd  divert  it.  s«gge,LdXT^"^f '  ""«''*  -™Py 
«>  mteresting  feature  if  fc.  „    S^  '^    .  "^'""  "ould  be 
into  hi,  next  novd/"  Uwn ^f  ''™*'''*  *°  ''"''»  «■«»« 
he  reminded  Mr.  Skene^Mhf.  '''*''™'««  "'  ^^«nh°e. 
"You  wiU  find  this  Wk°  w^  'nrJTH,''""'  ""'  »-<» 
man  reminiwence,."    iL    st°      »  ''"'^  ^your  Ger- 
>»  one  day,  not  long  bef^ivLC  w     ill  "^^^«  "'* 
that  wa,  mentioned  led  ZiL^t     T  ^J^'  '"mething 
of  an  advocate  of  hU^^XtT"^^"  ""^^o^^  death 
which  occurred  in  thlX"^'^'  '  ^'-  Elphinatone. 
eaUed  to  the  Bar.     ft  w«   L     ''^  '^°  «*'*'  ''<'  ^a^ 
^  left  a  vivid  impre,Z'  '    v '  '  .''° ''"n^"  that  it 
fi"t  sudden  death  w"  witn^'e^'.rd  V'"  ''  ""  «"> 
|t «.  a,  to  make  u,  all  feeir^  wrharl     ""^  "'»'*' 
before  our  eves      T„  tt.^  j    tl    .    *°  the  wene  pamine 

lafely  say  the  very  words. '^  P"*"*-!  heheve  I  may 

TOtTI  '*»-f'«"*«.«do«clup.riiT. 
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By  the  way,  before  Ivanhoe  made  its  appearanoe,  I 
had  myielf  been  formally  admitted  to  the  author's  secret; 
but  h»i  he  favored  me  with  no  suoh  confidence,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  doubt  that  I  had  been 
present  some  months  before  at  the  conversation  which 
suggested,  and  indeed  supplied  all  the  materials  of,  one 
of  its  most  amusing  chapters.  I  allude  to  that  in  which 
our  Saxon  terms  for  animals  in  the  field,  and  our  Nor- 
man equivalents  for  them  as  they  appear  on  the  table, 
and  so  on,  are  explained  and  commented  on.  All  this 
Scott  owed  to  the  after-dinner  talk  one  day  in  Castle 
Street  of  his  old  friend  Mr.  William  Clerk, —who, 
among  other  elegant  pursuits,  has  cultivated  the  science 
of  philology  very  deeply.' 

I  cannot  conclude  this  chapter  without  observing  that 
the  publication  of  Ivanhoe  marks  the  most  brilliant 
epoch  in  Scott's  history  as  the  literary  favorite  of  his 
contemporaries.  With  the  novel  which  he  next  put 
forth,  die  immediate  sale  of  these  works  began  gradually 
to  decline;  and  though,  even  when  that  had  reached  its 
lowest  declension,  it  was  still  far  above  the  most  ambi- 
tious dreams  of  any  other  novelist,  yet  the  publishers 
were  afraid  the  announcement  of  anything  like  a  falling- 
oS  might  cast  a  damp  over  the  spirits  of  the  author.  He 
was  idlowed  to  remain,  for  several  years,  under  the  im- 
pression that  whatever  novel  he  threw  off  commanded  at 

'  [It  if  Mid  tliat  the  oharaoter  of  BebMca  wm  mnr**^  ^  "^"^  ^7 
WHhingtoii  Irring's  dsMription  of  Roboooa  Gnti  of  FbilAdelphia,  a  lady 
belonging  to  n  Jeviah  funily  of  high  position  in  tliat  city,  with  whom  Irring 
wu  bitimmte.  Mils  Qratz  liad  boon  s  friond  of  his  betrothed,  Matilds 
Hoffman,  end  inheryoulh  bad  loved  devotedly  a  man  in  every  way  worthy 
of  her,  bat  the  difference  of  religion  made  their  anion  impossible.  Dnring 
a  conversation  with  Scott,  Irving  spoke  with  moch  feeling  of  Rebecca 
Orats,  of  her  extraordinary  heaaty,  of  her  adherence  to  her  faith  midsr 
most  trying  cironmstances,  of  her  nobility,  distinction,  and  lovelinssi.  of 
character,  and  her  ontiring  zeal  in  works  of  charity,  greatly  interesting  his 
host,  as  the  gnest  recalled  when  Ivanio*  appeared. 

Rebecca  Qratz  died  in  1868  hi  her  eighty-ninth  year.  A  sketch  of  her, 
with  a  portrait  after  a  miniatnre  by  Malbone,  was  published  in  the  Csfltury 
ifoyoztne  for  September,  1882.] 
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tion.  to  u^sjt  z^  "  ^  ■»"<»*-•  «"• 

unfavoJle^id "  "ij^  ^^f?  '^  «*«  Scott  «.y 

for  that  from  the  SntTL^t-  ?"/*^  '"'^  *»  k™.  - 
took  a  fal«,  mel;  Vf  ~e  ^1""?'''  'L"'  ^  '^^  «"•? 
teU  him  exactly  C  theZ>u  T  ^''  *?*'  '"»"«'««  *» 
«nd  the  three  or  four  foU^^'  "*^'  """"gJ"'"*  1820 

oonrageous;  and   I  remt  O^  ' ,        '"'  ''**^  " 

«««»»).  b^sauwthe  vSl.  "^P'"'  (»"°°8  other 

which  any  man  Jlow.  him^»  ^".  '^""^  twelvemonth  in 
to  preceed  in^  com^  'r^^"  "  '""o^^e^  by  other,. 
I»»portionably  mo.Tdifflc.^T^!^'''"*"™'  '' "»««"«» 


fi 


CHAPTEE  XLVn 

TBI  TlBIOHJkHT.  —  TH«  PHI.  OF  DABinOt.  —  aCOTT'i 
RATUBDAT  EXCIJB»I01I§  TO  ABBOTOFOED.  —  A  tUlt- 
DAT  THESE  IK  rBBBUABT.  —  COHITABUt.  —  JOHM 
BALLANTnii:.  —  THOKAa  PCBDIE,  ITC.  —  PBIMCB 
OUBTAVtlS  VA8A.  —  PBOCLAMATIOK  OF  KMQ  OEOBOE 
Vr.  —  FUBUCATIOH  OF  TBI  MONASTKBT 

1820 

In  the  conne  of  Deoember,  1819  and  Jannarjr,  1820, 
Soott  drew  up  three  eusyi,  under  the  tWe  of  The  Vi- 
sionary, upon  certain  popular  doctrines  or  delusions,  the 
spread  of  which  at  this  time  filled  with  alarm,  not  only 
Tories  like  him,  but  many  persons  who  had  been  distin- 
guished through  life  for  their  adherence  to  political  liber- 
alism. These  papers  appeared  successively  in  James 
Ballantyne's  Edinburgh  Weekly  Journal,  and  thew  par- 
entage  being  obrious,  they  excited  much  attention  in 
Scotland.  Soott  collected  them  into  a  pamphlet,  which 
had  also  a  large  circulation;  and  I  remember  his  show- 
ing very  particular  satisfaction  when  he  observed  a  mason 
reading  it  to  his  comrades,  as  they  sat  at  their  dinner,  by 
a  new  house  on  Leith  Walk.  During  January,  however, 
his  thoughts  continued  to  be  chiefly  occupied  with  the 
details  of  the  proposed  corps  of  Foresters  j  of  which,  I 
believe  it  was  at  last  settled,  as  far  as  depended  on  the 
other  gentlemen  concerned  in  it,  that  he  should  be  the 
Major.  He  wrote  and  spoke  on  this  subject  with  undi- 
minished zeal,  until  the  whole  fell  to  the  ground  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Government's  ultimately  declining  to 
take  on  itself  any  part  of  the  expense;  a  refusal  which 
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ZXa^'  *r°  '"^  *°  "'  "»''  P^i"*  "he"  the  Duk. 
«Mly .  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  hearty  gUoritv  with 

W  riPorded  him  much  plewure,  „d,  u  rerari^  W^ 
own  ^mediate  dependent.,  «rv'ed  to  riv erKil 
oUffectaon  „d  oonflden™  which  we«  to  the  end  mZ 
Uu.«l  between  h.m  and  them.  Darniclc  had  been  t-pe- 
cMy  ardent  m  the  eau»,  and  he  thenceforth  SeZ 

wS  hf  w^te  a  ""f  «"  --"y  ?  P««e  with  the  litZ 
nZ.  .•      x^  'ubBequent  period,,  with  the  view  of 

promotinjf  the  .ucce«  of  the-  .pirited  young  hUoZ  °n 
their  m>„u.  department,  of  induetry:  Ly  were  nr^ud 

«  r:^  "er^;e:^::;^:;r- -H 

^o.t  eneircled  thi.  pietf^nj^f  ^HHvinTJire:' 

w  ti!i';.X"Cii::^r*u'rcre;^T:t'r^'  nf 

over  the  farmhouses  and  cottages  of  his  ducal  vassal. 

-ibed  in  the  no^efwhirht  L"'Z7: Zf\t 
P^r'^'l-    5^«J°*«"»t  Scott  ^Z  Z  Sb  tt 

n:  rr^  '-■''' '-  Edintx«».:^°  ^«:S 

It  up  for  the  evening  retreat  of  his  own  life,  hi,  GmZ 
0/ Wt  was  too  happy  to  waive  his  pretenrirs 
.„JT         *  T**'  °*  """-"nmon  severity  in  Scotland- 
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hii  latton  to  Laidkw,  Tsriotu  psngnpht  ezprewing  th* 
oonoani  b*  took  in  tb*  huddupt  which  hit  poor  neigh- 
bon  most  b«  tulforing.  Thai,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
hainyi:  — 

DsA>  WiLLOC,  —  I  write  by  the  poet  that  you  may 
leoeire  the  enclond,  or  rather  lubjoinwl,  cheque  for 
X60,  in  perfect  lafety.  Tbii  dreadful  morning  will 
probably  itop  Mercer.'  It  makes  me  ihiver  in  the  midit 
of  luperfluous  comfort*  to  think  of  the  diitresa  of  othert. 
XIO  of  the  £60  I  wieh  you  to  diitribate  among  our 
poorer  neighbort,  lo  at  may  beet  aid  them.  I  mean  not 
only  the  actually  indigent,  but  tboae  who  are,  in  our 
phnue,  ill  aff.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Scott'  will  aisiit  you 
with  his  adYioe  in  this  labor  of  love.  I  think  part  of  the 
wood-money,'  too,  should  be  given  among  the  Abbotatown 
folks  if  the  storm  keeps  them  off  work,  as  is  like.  Yours 
truly,  Waltkb  Scott. 

Deep,  deep  snow  lying  here.  How  do  the  goodwife 
and  bairns?  The  little  bodies  will  be  half -buried  in 
snow-drift. 


And  again,  on  the  26th,  he  writes  thus:  — 

Dear  Willie,  —  I  have  yours  with  the  news  of  the 
inundation,  which,  it  seems,  has  done  no  damage.  I 
hope  ilfat  will  be  taken  care  of.  He  should  have  a  bed 
in  the  kitchen,  and  always  be  called  indoors  after  it  is 
dark,  for  all  the  kind  are  savage  at  night.  Please  cause 
Swanston  to  knock  him  up  a  box,  and  fill  it  with  straw 
from  time  to  time.  I  enclose  a  cheque  for  £60  to  pay 
accounts,  etc.  Do  not  let  the  poor  bodies  want  for  a  £6, 
or  even  a  XIO,  more  or  less;  — 

^  The  WMkly  Darniok  cmrrier. 

'  Dr.  Soott  of  DAni]«e.  —  S««  ante,  toL  t.  p.  2T7.    TbJa  nrj  snisble, 
modert,  and  mtalligant  triiind  of  Sir  WalUr  Soott'i  diad  is  1831. 
■  Soma  money  expected  fnm  the  lale  of  lerehee. 


•«io       LETTER  TO  SHORTREED         .„ 


Voun, 


W.  S. 


then  Colonial  S«creZ  ofsUto  S'  ^^  ^''  ""•""". 
"|»t  in  ,h«  civil  «rvCof  tl^'^.'lf  "  °  »  "I'Poi-t- 

»  thing  not  to  bo  cratefnllv^  .  ?     ,     '"""  ««  good 
«ntly  increa,i«g  p^tSoTtl"^ '''""'«''  "">  'pW- 

by  thawing  it  up.     lie  .h°      S','"'  P"«»'»l  *««Jing. 

.  lette,  to  L  ,j  „H":iXi:,'r„i:'L" '™'"" » 

"   «0.«HT  ,„OHT««o,   „«,.,  ,B.B,r.w,U«,T,TUT.  o, 
""""""HSHIM,  «DBUBOH  ' 

Mr  DEAR  Sib,  _  I  henrtiri'""":',"*  ■"""*^'  '«» 
ting  the  appointment  for'^J^^~«^'«/-  «-  g»t- 
">  veiy  plooMnt  to  your  foelln^       j  T  .""  »  """w 
Whytlmnk   doe,,  coSerat    frj„"n  """'"S  "'  "'«'  »« 
I  am  not  ,w.«  that  I  havTliv  *      ^  ""^  S'-e""-.. 

ifyouthink  letter.  LstjolTMlV/f"  -'.S*'"'"*"'  •"" 
nel  RuTOll  would  Zy^Z^  Malcolm  and  Lieut.-Colo- 

n.y  Wc„„mendatTon:to%.C'  '"""''  ''*  """  ^^^ 

to  1"'  K^t?:et:;:,rwru^«,'T  ^^^'^-^ 

«ying  that  an  unknown TienlJtr^""''  hj  «  letter, 
I-rd  Bathurst,  whom  I  ne™  «w  ""?  P"™'  '^  •« 
give  my  «cond  wn  a  w!?*"  "f  'Me  with)  would 
Charles  i,  two  veai^L',"'!'^"'"'    f"'  India. 

I  io  not  IrrnkTa^arrbfrS'^dT'"""™"  "■" 
;  ?™-i,«.,.,,f^       "'^'*y  'o  ''««•"■«  «"  offer  ,0 
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adTantageons,  if  it  can  be  so  arranged  that,  by  exchange 
or  otherwise,  it  can  be  kept  open  for  him.  Ever  yours 
faithfully,  Walteb  Scott. 

About  the  middle  of  February  — it  having  been  ere 
that  time  arranged  that  I  should  marry  his  eldest  daugh- 
ter >  in  the  course  of  the  spring  —  I  accompanied  him 
and  part  of  his  family  on  one  of  those  flying  visits  to 
Abbotsford,  with  which  he  often  indulged  himself  on 
a  Saturday  during  term.  Upon  such  occasions  Scott 
appeared  at  the  usual  hour  in  Court,  but  wearing,  in- 
stead of  the  official  suit  of  bhick,  his  country  morning 
dress  — green  jacket  and  so  forth  — under  the  clerk's 
gown;  a  license  of  which  many  gentlemen  of  the  long 

•  [Of  Htei  Soott,  Dotlmg  hrfore  bn  iiiirrii««,  Mr.  Gwrge  Tiokiim 


"  SophU  Soott  U  a  remartaiMo  girl,  with  gr««t  .implicity  ud  nitiml- 
MM  of  mwiMn,  full  of  onUnnitnn,  with  tmt  in  .Terything,  s  loTor  of 
old  hallads,  •  Jnoobite,  «iid,  in  «hopt,  in  «U  napecla,  wich  a  d«nghtet  u 
Soott  ought  to  haTO  and  onght  to  b«  pnmd  of.  And  he  ia  pnrad  of  hor, 
aa  I  law  again  and  again  when  he  oonld  not  oonoeal  it. 

"  One  OTening,  after  dinner,  he  told  her  to  Uke  her  harp  and  play  «Te  or 
•Ix  ballade  he  mentioned  to  her,  ae  a  epecinien  of  the  different  agea  of 
Seottiah  mnaie.  I  haidl;  e»er  heard  anything  of  the  kind  that  mored  me 
io  mneh.  And  yet,  I  imagine,  many  dng  hatter ;  hnt  I  nerer  law  eoch  an 
air  and  manner,  inohipirit  and  feeling,  avohdeoiaion  and  power.  .  .  .  Iwaa 
•o  mnch  eaoited  that  I  tnmed  ronnd  to  Mr.  Soott  and  laid  to  him,  protahly 
with  groat  emphaaia, '  I  neyer  heard  anything  ao  £ne ; '  and  he,  ieeing 


how  inrolnntarily  I  had  laid  it,  eanght  me  by  the  hand,  a  d  replied,  Tery 
eanioatly, '  Brarybody  eaya  eo,  air,"  hnt  added  in  an  inalant,  blnahing  a 
little,  *  bnt  I  moat  not  he  too  Tain  of  her.* 

"  I  waa  Btniek,  too,  with  another  little  trait  in  her  oharacter  and  hia, 
that  aahibited  iteelf  the  lame  eraning.  Lady  Hnme  aaked  her  to  play 
Bob  Boy,  an  old  ballad.  A  good  many  peiKna  were  preeent,  and  ahe  felt 
a  little  emharraMod  by  the  reooUeetion  of  how  mnch  her  f  ather'a  name 
had  been  mentioned  in  oonnection  with  thia  atrange  HIghlander'a  i  bnt,  ai 
npon  all  oeeaaiona,  ahe  took  the  moat  direct  meana  to  aettle  her  diMonl- 
tiea;  .  .  .  aha  ran  aisroaa  tka  room  to  hai  father,  and, blnahing  pretty 
deeply,  whiapered  to  him.  '  Tee,  my  dear,"  ha  aaid,  load  enongh  to  be 
heard, '  play  it,  to  be  anre,  if  yon  are  aaked,  and  Woneriejr  and  the  AiUi- 
jaory,  too,  if  there  be  any  anoh  ballade.'  .  .  .  She  U  aa  perfecUy  right- 
minded  aa  I  erer  aaw  one  ao  yonng,  and,  Indeed,  perhapa  right-mindedne» 
fa  the  proTaiUng  f aatnra  in  her  ohaiaeter."  —  Lift  of  Omse  Tickmr,  »ol.  i. 
pp.  281, 288.] 


SOPHIA  SCOTT  (MRS.  J.  G.  LOCKHART) 
-<A^  '*»  faimlinr  i,  IfHlttm  AtcMiti, 


I-,/,  :v;,i\   s\.\i.li-.i\  --^''i  i  '..^'i 

:.    .   if  it  I -in  U'  1.0  srr.-nj.'.d  Uwl   by  .-x.haot;'. 
.■ail  'iv  kfpt  i*v«u  f.,ir  bLin.     I'^vti  youf* 

W  ll.TKU    i^vtJTT, 

V!..Mi;.  the  rui.l.lk-  of  Kfltttmr)"  —  ■'  '■■"■'"«  I*'"  ^'''' 

;,r=  m  tlic  ••iursc-  !•{  lire  •rruig  —  I  mvoniianii .1  him 
iinil  i«'rt  of  ti<  fumiiv  .,n  mbc  oi  lixwc  nyitii;  visits  t" 
'.bli'.tff.ini.  wuh  «f!>ii!h  Iw  ..fion  indul,i;'-<i  hiiustW  "it 
a  '^.iluniij  i.rliig  t.Tin.  Ui...n  »aoh  f.-asioi"'  -^.''lU 
a,,jH-a.-<.Tl  at  thn  ■.isiial  tnwr  mi  >.:uurl,  '  iit  weaiiiii,  m 
8t.:«.l  of  iliB  uiK'-'i.il  suit  "f  likpk.  hi«  .o.mtry  ni.Ti.1i4 
lire^.-  -;n^'eii  ja'-iii-'   «nd  ao   forth -- uri.S.-r   tlw  ulcrk  - 

-OW-    li't..a-UiU>   --f    «l.l'^   BiJllV    LVntlf""'-!   uf    '>"'   '•">> 

L   i-,t,  .>  lor^t 


!      »   ..,.,.»    I.™,  wltk  aotitluir  littl;  ■Tuil  lo  !»!  dwrwtar  «» 

lh»i   .«hi)>il.-<l   iU.U  ••>.'  wi:!-   -mniB?       I.  .i»n«ni«a«k«<il.r  ■ 

}..v.,  l.'..»  »    1.1  UlUd      A  tand  nuuK  putiKJO.  «•«  pmBiut.  «lid  • 

'  .i  bf  -.1^0  "-r^jlftriMa  of  how  miwll  ''.'f  f?-'.."'  • 

;i,  .jiiDH^Um   *itli  this  >tran;-"  HlifliU". 
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robe  had  been  aconrtomed  to  avaU  themselves  in  tlie  day, 

which,  to  use  the  dialect  of  the  ph«».  had  faUen  into 
delude  before  I  faiew  the  Parliament  House.  He 
was,  I  thmk,  one  of  the  two  or  three,  or  at  most  the  half 
do«n  who  ,t.U  adhered  to  this  privUege  of  their  ord«^ 

hie  the  ancient  custom,  a  part  of  the  sai^e  system,  foi 
all  Scotch  barristers  to  appear  without  gowns  or  ^« 
and  m  colored  cloUies,  when  upon  circuit.  At  uo^ 
when  the  Court  broke  up,  Peter  Mathie«,n  was  \^TZ 
be  m  attendance  m  the  Parliament  Close,  and  five  min- 

bmg  his  hands  for  glee,  was  under  weigh  for  Tweedside. 
On  this  occasion,  he  was,  of  course,  in  mourning;  but  I 
have  thought  ,t  worth  while  to  preserve  the  circ^stance 
^^  rr.,  Saturday's  costume.  As  we  proceeded,  he 
totted  widiout  reserve  of  the  novel  of  The  Monastery  of 

what  he  had  probably  forgotten  when  he  wrote  the  Intro! 
duction  of  1880  that  a  good  deal  of  that  volmne  had 
been  imposed  before  he  concluded  Ivanhoe.  "It  was 
a  relief,  he  „id,  "to  interlay  the  scenery  most  familiar 
to  me  with  the  strange  world  for  which  I  had  to  draw  so 
much  on  imagination." 

Next  morning  there  appeared  at  breakfast  John  Bal- 
iMtyne,  who  had  at  this  time  a  shooting  or  hunting  box 
a  few  miles  off,  ,n  the  vale  of  the  Leader,  and  with  him 
Mr.  Constable,  his  guest;  and  it  being  a  ane  clear  day, 
as  soon  a,  Scott  had  read  the  Church  service  and  one  of 
Jeremy  Taylor's  sermons,  we  aU  sallied  out,  before  noon, 
on  a  perambulation  of  his  upland  territories;  Maida  and 
tne  rest  of  the  favonles  accompanying  our  march.  At 
rtMting  we  were  joined  by  the  constant  henchman,  Tom 
Purdie-and  I  may  save  myself  the  trouble  of  any 
attempt  to  describe  his  appearance,  for  his  master  hu 
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given  us  an  inimitably  true  one  in  introducing  a  certain 
personage  of  liis  Kedgauntlet:  "He  was,  perhaps,  sii^ 
years  olu;  yet  liis  brow  was  not  much  furrowed,  and  his 
jet  bbck  hair  was  only  grizzled,  not  whitened,  by  the 
advance  of  age.  All  his  motions  spoke  strength  un- 
abated ;  and,  though  rather  undersized,  he  had  very  broad 
shoulders,  was  square-made,  thin-flanked,  and  apparently 
combined  in  his  frame  muscular  strength  and  activity; 
the  last  somewhat  impaired,  perhaps,  by  years,  but  the 
first  remaining  in  full  vigor.  A  hard  and  harsh  counte- 
nance; eyes  far  sunk  under  projecting  eyebrows,  which 
were  grizzled  like  his  hair:  a  wide  mouth,  furnished  from 
ear  to  ear  with  a  range  of  unimpaired  teeth  of  imcom- 
mon  whiteness,  and  a  sizeiand  breadth  which  might  have 
become  the  jaws  of  an  ogre,  completed  this  delightful 
portrait."  Equip  this  figure  in  Scott's  cast-off  green 
jacket,  white  hat  and  drab  trousers;  and  imagine  that 
years  of  kmd  treatment,  comfort,  and  the  honest  conse- 
quence of  a  confidential  grieve,  had  softened  away  much 
of  the  hardness  and  harshness  originally  impressed  on 
the  visage  by  anxious  penury  and  the  sinister  habits  of 
a  Uack-_fisher,  —  imi  the  Tom  Purdie  of  1820  stands 
before  us. 

"We  were  all  delighted  to  see  how  completely  Scott 
had  recovered  his  bodily  vigor,  and  none  more  so  than 
Constable,  who,  as  he  puffed  and  panted  after  him  up 
one  ravine  and  down  another,  often  stopped  to  wipe  his 
forehead,  and  remarked  that  "it  was  not  every  author 
who  should  lead  him  such  a  dance."  But  Purdie's  face 
shone  with  rapture  as  he  observed  how  severely  the  swag- 
bellied  bookseller's  activity  was  tasked.  Scott  eiclaim- 
ing  exultingly,  though  perhaps  for  the  tenth  time,  "This 
will  be  a  glorious  spring  for  our  trees,  Tom!"  — "You 
may  say  that,  Shirra,"  quoth  Tom,  —  and  then  lingering 
a  moment  for  Constable  —  "  My  certy,"  he  added,  scratch- 
ing his  head,  "and  I  think  it  wiU  be  a  grand  season  for 
our  buika  too."    But  indeed  Tom  always  talked  of  our 
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»«.*»  aa  if  they  h«l  been  as  regular  product,  of  the  loa 

H.«oeugh.  «.d  then  the  Rhymer'.  Glen,  we  arrived 
Si.^^  ^  "^rJ^  hcpitality  of  the  kind  Wei^. 
««««•,  a,  Soott  oaUed  the  Miw  Ferguwn.,  reanima^ 
our  exhausted  Bibliopole.,  and  gavrthem  c™  ^ 
"tend  their  walk  .  little  further  down  the  J^J^ 
brook.      Here  diere  wa.  a  mnaU  cottage  in  a  very  m- 

wkch  Scott  thought  it  might  be  converted  into  a  .uitable 
rammer  residence  for  hi.  daughter  and  future' wn-in-Uw. 
The  detaU,  of  that  plan  were  «»n  «,t<led-  it  wa.  agreed 
»  .11  hand.  tl«t  a  .weeter  «ene  of  ■«clu.ion  oouK 

Wish,  which  pamt  the  spot :  —  ' 

"  MiiM  !>•  >  oot  bMiih  tha  hm  — 
A  b«».IiiTe'i  famii  duU  lootke  my  Mr ; 

A  willowy  bn»k  that  tiuiu  •  mill. 
With  Buo,  .  f  Jl  daU  li,.^  „^ .  „  ^ 

But  when  he  came  to  the  .tanza,  — 

"  And  Lucy  u  her  whtel  ihall  liiig, 
In  minHp>wn  ud  ipran  Um," 
he  departed  from  the  text,  adding,  _ 

ToTw J^»r  j'         "^  *"** f^"*""!!" »f  the  Regali.  „f  ScoUand 
in  hi.  c».  of  a.  IJ^  .  J  ■.  •  •  ■  ™  WM  renarluibly  fiuUdion. 

™j^7l  ^    '■  """^-W  the  rt.t.  of  the  book.,  ratting  de. 
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"  B«t  II  Bh«*o«kta»i  h»  JM  ***• 
Tbi  Qf-l  Uitoow- «■■«  ""^  "•*  "* 


Johnny  BaUantyne,  a  projector  to  the  core,  w«i  pM 
ticularly  «.Jou.  about  thi.  embryo  ertabluhment.  Foi«. 
u^g  that  he  dwuld  have  had  walking  «n<>'»8»»  •"»« 
SlHuntly  Burn.  hi.  dapper  little  Newmarket  groom 
S^  W  ordJred  to  fetch  Old  MortJityJh.^,  »d 
now,  mounted  on  hU  fine  hunter,  he  eapered  about  u^ 
Z^  pallid  «.d  emaoiated  a.  a  ghoet^ut  a.  W«nd 
^rful  «  ever,  and  would  fain  have  been  permitted  to 
^X  hedge  ind  ditoh  to  mwk  out  the  proper  Ime  of 
Z^f^Zue.  Scott  admouiAed  Urn  thatte«,^ 
^.people,  if  they  »w  him  at  .uch  work,  would  take  to 
XlTparty  for  heathen.,  and  chipprng  «P»"  *»  h» 
Ce,Kt«..     "The  deU'.  in  the  body/;  quoth  Tom 

Sml  e;  "he  '^  ^  <""»  ««"?  »«"  "T  T  iTif 
t^,  a«,„gh  it  be  the  Lo^i'-^^y-  I.'"^.rr*!lf 
ifwere  to  be  ceeted  before  the  Seasion."  Be  .ure, 
Taw"crie.  Constable,  "that  ye  egg  on  to  Domm,e  to 
bUw  up  hi.  fator-I  wouldmi  grudge  a  hundred  mJe. 
r^it'to  »e  to  -e'er-do-weel  ™  to  .;j»l.  »d  -.h^^ 
I'U  be  .worn,  would  to  Sheriff.  —  aa,  na,  <i 
thK  Sheriff:  "we  '11  let  sleeping  dog.  be,  lam- 

A.  w^^klked  homeward,'^Scott,  being  a  MttleJ»hfP«:d, 

lairhi'left  hand  on  Tom',  toulder,  and  l^f-f  J'^ 

for  support,  chatting  to  hi.  "Smday  pony,    '^^ 

the  affectionate  fellow,  jurt  a.  freely  a.  with  to  re.t  of 

to  w^Tand  Tom  pul  in  hU  word  .hrewdly  and  man- 

^yrSd^nned    .nd    grunted  whenever    to    joto 

dwied  to  be  witUn  his  apprehension.     It  wm  eaay  to 

Xt  hi.  heart  .welled  within  him  from  the  moment 

that  to  Sheriff  got  hi.>collar  in  hi.  gnpe.         .     ^    ,  ^ 

%»»  aro«,  a  Uttle  dispute  betwe™  them  about  wha 

tree  or  trees  ought  to  be  cut  down  in  a  hedge-row  that 

«  ™,Md,  audScott  seemed  «,mewhat  ruffled  with  find- 

rgton;mepreviou.hint.of  «.» that  h^  had  no 

Sin  attended  to.    When  we  got  into  motion  agam,  hi. 
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band  wai  on  ConiUble'i  ihonlder  — and  Tom  dioppad 
a  pace  or  two  to  tbe  rear,  until  we  approached  a  gate, 
when  he  jumped  forward  and  opened  it.  "Oire  ua  a 
pinch  of  your  muff,  Tom,"  quoth  the  Sheriff.  Tom'i 
mnll  wai  produced,  and  the  hand  resumed  ita  porition. 
I  waa  much  diverted  with  Tom'i  behavior  when  we  at 
length  reached  Abbotiford.  There  were  some  garden 
ehairs  on  the  green  in  front  of  the  cottage  porch.  Soott 
•at  down^  on  one  of  them  to  enjoy  the  view  of  his  new 
tower  as  it  gleamed  in  the  sunset,  and  Constable  and  I 
did  the  like.  Mr.  Purdie  remained  lounging  near  ua  for 
a  few  minutes,  and  then  asked  the  Sheriff  "to  speak  a 
word."  They  withdrew  together  into  the  garden — and 
Soott  presently  rejoined  us  with  a  partioidarly  comical 
expression  of  face.  As  soon  as  Tom  was  out  of  sight, 
he  said  —  "Will  ye  guess  what  he  has  been  saying,  now? 
— Well,  this  is  a  great  satisfaction  I  Tom  assures  me 
that^  he  has  thought  the  matter  over,  and  wUl  take  my 
advice  about  the  thinning  of  that  clump  behind  Captain 
FeiguBon'a."' 

1  I  am  oWgtd  to  my  bimd  lb.  Soott  of  0«U  tor  mnindiiig  nu  ol  tlu 
lonowioc;  trait  o(  Tom  Pordia.  Tha  tat  tima  Mr.  John  RiohanlKn  of 
Fladjer  Stroat  oama  to  Abbotilord,  Tom  (who  took  faim  for  a  Soathroa) 
waa  laat  to  attaad  opon  him  whila  ha  triad  for  ayUt  (i. «.,  a  lalmoa)  in  tha 
Mighborhood  of  Malroie  Bridga.  Aa  tha;  walked  thithar,  Tom  boaated 
fnadlj  of  tha  aiia  of  tha  &h  he  had  himidf  eaoght  thara,  aridently  giriiv 
tfaa  etraoger  no  credit  for  mnch  lUll  in  tha  Waltonian  eiaft.  By  and  by, 
howarer,  Riohardaon,  who  ia  an  admirabla  angler,  hooked  a  Tigoroaa 
fallow,  and  after  a  beaoUfnl  exhibitiaa  of  the  art,  landed  him  in  aafetr. 
"  A  fine  JU»,  Tom."  —  "  Oo,  aye,  Sir,"  qnoth  Tom,  "  it  'a  a  boon;  giilae." 
"A  griUe,  Tom  I  "  laya  Mr.  R.,  •■  it  'a  aa  haary  a  u^mm  aa  tha  haarieat 
JOB  wan  tailing  me  aboat"  Tom  ahowed  hia  taath  in  a  amila  of  Uttar 
hieradnUtr  i  hot  while  the;  were  atill  debating.  Lord  Somerrille'a  &har- 
man  oama  np  with  aoaloa  in  hia  baaket,  and  Riohardaon  inaiated  on  harliv 
hia  Tidtim  weighed.  The  laaalt  wna  triompbant  for  the  captor.  "  Waal,'* 
■aja  Tom,  letting  the  lalmon  drop  on  the  torf,  "  weel,  yanm  naikla 
llh,  men  — and  a  meikle /«&,  too  "  (he  added  in  a  lower  key), "  to  lat 
^nnall  ba  Ult  bj  an  Eoglander."  —  (183a) 

[Mr.  Riabardaon'a  own  aooonnt  of  thia  incident  can  ba  fonnd  in  tha  ma- 
norial akatch  of  him  in  tha  ITorti  BriiA  Bnim  tat  Norambar,  1864, 
Tha  aeena  was  not  Abbotaford,  bat  ^ahaatial,  in  Saptambar,  1810.] 
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I  molt  not  forgrt  that,  whoevw  might  be  »t  Abboti- 
ford,  Tom  always  appeared  at  hit  maiter'e  elbow  on 
Sunday,  when  dinner  wa»  over,  and  drank  long  life  to 
the  Laird  and  the  Lady  and  all  the  good  company,  in 
a  qnaigh  of  whiekoy,  or  a  tumbler  of  wine,  according  to 
Ui  fancy.    I  believe  Scott  ha»  wmewhere  expreHed  in 
print  hie  iatiriaotion  that,  among  all  the  ohangee  of  our 
manners,  the  ancient  freedom  of  personal  interoonne 
may  still  be  indulged  between  a  master  and  an  out-cif- 
doori  servant;  but  in  truth  he  kept  by  the  old  fashion 
even  with  domestic  servants,  to  an  extent  which  I  have 
hardly  seen  practised  by  any  other  gentleman.     Ho  con- 
versed with  his  coachman  if  he  sat  by  him,  as  he  often 
did  on  the  box  —  with  his  footman,  if  he  happened  to  be 
in  the  rumble;  and  when  there  was  any  very  young  lad 
in  the  household,  he  held  it  a  point  of  duty  to  see  that 
his  employments  were  so  arranged  as  to  leave  time  for 
advancing  his  education,  made  him  bring  his  copy-book 
onoe  a  week  to  the  library,  and  examined  him  as  to  all 
that  he  was  doing.     Indeed  he  did  not  confine  this  hu- 
manity to  his  own  people.     Any  steady  servant  of  a 
friend  of  his  was  soon  considered  as  a  sort  of  friend  too, 
and  was  sure  to  have  a  kind  little  colloquy  to  himself  at 
coming  and  going.     With  all  this,  Scott  was  a  very 
rigid  enforcer  of  discipline  —  contrived  to  make  it  thor- 
oughly understood  by  all  about  him,  that  they  must  do 
their  part  by  him  as  he  did  his  by  them;  and  the  result 
was  happy.     I  never  knew  any  man  so  well  served  as  he 
was — so  carefully,  so  respectfully,  and  so  silently;  and 
I  cannot  help  doubting  if,  in  any  department  of  human 
operations,  real  kindness  ever  compromised  real  dignity. 
In  a  letter,  already  quoted,  there  occurs  some  mention 
of  the  Prince  Gustavus  Vasa,  who  was  spending  this 
winter  in  Edinburgh,  and  his  Boyal  Highness's  accom- 
plished attendant,  the  Baron  Poller.     I  met  them  fre- 
quently in  Castle  Street,  and  remember  as  especially 
interesting  the  first  evening  that  they  dined  there.     The 
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rf'ffiTxir''  ^"'•E'Ji-l'orgh  dining-room  w«  on. 
01  ClarleB  XII.  of  Sweden,  uid  he  wa*  .truolc,  u  indeed 
•J«T  one  mu.t  have  been,  with  the  remarlcabl.  re-T 
blano.  which  the  exiled  Prinoe'e  air  and  featuren™ 
~nted  to  the  hero  of  hi.  «ce.     Young  Gu.tTCon'^ht. 

Btewi^  -The  Pnnoe.  accompanied  by  Scott  and  mv- 
"«.  w.tne.«Kl  the  ceremonial  of  the  prockmation  of 

in  the  High  Street;  and  on  that  ocoaaion,  aUo,  the  air 
of  «dne«  that  mixed  in  hi.  feature,  with  ek^cJrio.?^ 
wa.  ve^r  affecting.  Scott  expUined  all  the  detail,  to 
O^'aI^U  °^-  T^l  •»"«'■'««'«»  over  the  barbarity  of 
Gothic  Cro..  .t«lf,  for  the  «Jce  of  widening  the  thor- 
oughfare.  The  weather  wa.  fine,  the  ,un  .hone  bright- 
«d  the  antique  tabard,  of  the  herald.,  the  trumpet  note 
of  God  ,ave  the  Xing,  and  the  hearty  oheerinw  of  the 

!n!°"J?°°!f'T'  '°"'"*°^'  ^  fl"«J  the  noble  old 
.treet,  produced  iJtogether  a  «»ne  of  great  .plendor  uid 
«tann.ty      The  Royal  Exile  .urveyed  it  nil  a  Zm 

t^  Tk/  "'^7  "y"'  ""*  ^"'  o^'O"^  h"  em<^ 
on,  withdrew  with  me  to  another  window,  whispering: 
Poor  lad  I  poor  lad!  God  help  him."    Later  in  the 

•wuon,  the  Pnnoe  .pent  a  few  day.  at  Abbotaford;  but 

UhZ\"'\  !??/''  ^  "P"^  *"»«  «"""<>■>»  i"  the  next 
letter  to  Lord  Montagu,  in  which  Scott  also  advert,  to 
•everal  public  evente  of  January  and  February,  1820  — 
tte  .w«,.„ation  of  the  Duke  of  Bern,  the  death  of 
King  George  III.,  the  general  election  which  followed 
the  royal  demiM  and  it.  more  unhappy  oonwquence, 
tto  rei^tation  of  the  old  di««greement  between  George 
.L  »  .J"IJ^*'  "''°'  "«»■"«  »he  learned  hi.  acce.- 
"on  to  the  throne,  announced  her  resolution  of  retumine 
from  the  Continent  (where  die  had  been  leading  for  some 
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jum  ■  wandering  lif«X  and  iHMiing  bar  rigbto  h 
QoMn.  Th*  Torjr  g*ntl«nan,  in  wImm*  oaavaM  of  tlw 
8«Uiirlt  Iwronglu  Soott  wm  now  Mrnwtly  oonocrnad,  wu 
liii  worthy  (rinid,  Mr.  Hoirjr  Montoith  o(  CufUir*,  who 
oltimntoly  oarriMl  tlw  ekotion. 

n>  no  LOBo  MoaTAou,  no.,  ditiok  rABS. 

bunraaa,  lU  Fibnaiy,  l«Mi 
Mr  DEAB  Lou>,  —  I  hkT*  nothing  to  ny,  ezoept  that 
Selkirk  ha*  deolarcd  decidedly  for  Monteith,  a^  that 
hif  calling  and  election  Mem  to  be  lure.  Boxbuighehira 
is  right  and  tight.  Harden  will  not  etir  for  Berwiok- 
•hire.  In  ihort,  within  my  ephere  of  obeerration,  there 
ie  nothing  which  need  make  you  regret  your  penonal 
a1»ence;  and  I  hope  my  dear  young  nameeake  and  chief 
will  not  8nd  hi*  influence  abated  while  he  i*  unable  to 
head  it  hinuelf.  It  i*  but  little  I  can  do,  but  it  ihall 
alway*  be  done  with  a  good  will  —  and  merit*  no  thank*, 
for  I  owe  much  more  to  hi*  father'*  memory  than  ever  I 
can  pay  a  tittle  of.  I  often  think  what  he  would  have 
■aid  or  wiehed,  and,  within  my  limited  sphere,  that  will 
alway*  be  a  rule  to  me  while  I  hare  the  mean*  of  adran- 
oing  in  any  reapeot  the  intereet  of  hi*  aon;  —  certainly, 
if  anything  could  increaee  this  deeire,  it  would  be  the 
banner  being  at  preeent  in  your  Lordehip'*  hand.  I  can 
do  little  but  look  out  ahead,  but  that  is  alway*  *ome- 
thing.  When  I  look  back  on  the  hou*e  of  Buccleuch,  as 
I  once  knew  it,  it  ia  a  sad  retroepeot.  But  we  mu*t  look 
forward,  and  hope  for  the  young  bloesom  of  *o  goodly 
a  tree.  I  think  your  Lordship  judged  quite  right  in 
carrying  Walter  in  his  place  to  the  funeral.  >  He  will 
long  remember  it,  and  may  survive  many  occasion*  of 
the  aame  kind,  to  all  human  appearance.  —  Here  is  a 
horrid  business  of  the  Duke  de  Bern.  It  was  first  told 
me  yesterday  by  Count  Itterburg  (i.  e..  Prince  Oustavui 

■  TliaftuinaliilOMifdn.stWiadHi:  tk>  ;on(  Diki  of  Binlaueh 
was  M  tUs  timi  It  Etoa. 


^.aoLETITSR  TO  WRD  MONTAGU    .,, 

of  «  old  J««,fito  of  „7L  ',  :r  V''"^'^''" 

wort.  dw,j™  to  b.  p™r.,,;  ;  ■•   '^'■'•"''  "•■'  tb- 
-I  «y  then,  M  to  tk  f       •  "  ■'•"  •»■      'd  Q. 

■••ttlo.    The  found,   wr  I  ;  .,ir  ,"   *'     ''  «  *i» 

•»oh.  hateful  ijrfdWn   '^r-"^;^*'  'he  .Urring 
it  nnprovoked,  th«^^  f  I   '""       ^  ""^  K.  n»^ 

<rf  W  hot-heiuled  .dTi«r  H^  R   '-/■ruden.e.  wd  thM 

"y..  the  countiy  irillT^r  l!,„  I  '"  ""  "  S"*!" 
-nth  the  varioui  kind.  oHnf^l  t'  T"«  '*''',  foul 
.with  tofo^h.^^'^-^J^f^^  h«  been  .fined 

»  «  di^uMion  mo.t  deVouUv  to^%  °''  "'  "'»'••  " 
who  wi.h  weU  to  the  I^i  fia-'*  ^'^'^^^  ^  tho* 

t«^°Vf::.^7„''^;7^'-W!f;  .1  We  .  .port  «„, 
li»b  of  ,  bronL  Z^^!^'^^?^'''  »  -bog.  the 

miMioner,  and  to  me  «  An^  .  "'ddell,  a.  Com- 
•io«lly  to  AbbotrfLT  ^.d^allL    "*  T-  P""*" 

-^.Konu.  .ttuer.^chTr.tr^rtL-'.i^ 
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■bonld  be  found  in  so  wild  a  place,  has  samething  very 
irritating  to  the  Ottrioiity.  I  do  not  of  course  desire  to 
have  anything  more  than  the  opportunity  of  examining 
the  relique.  It  may  be  the  foundation  of  a  set  of  bronzes, 
if  stout  liord  Walter  should  turn  to  mrtu. 
Always,  my  dear  Lord,  most  truly  yours, 

■Waltee  Scott. 

The  novel  of  The  Monastery  was  published  by  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Company  in  the  beginning  of  March.  It 
appeared,  not  in  the  post  8to  form  of  Ivanhoe,  but  in 
three  volumes  12mo,  like  the  earlier  worlra  of  the  series. 
In  fact,  a  few  sheets  of  The  Monastery  had  been  printed 
before  Scott  agreed  to  let  Ivanhoe  have  "By  the  Author 
of  Waverley  "  on  its  title-page ;  and  the  different  shapes  of 
the  two  books  belonged  to  the  abortive  scheme  of  passing 
off  "Mr.  Laurence  Templeton  "  as  a  hitherto  unheard-of 
candidate  for  literary  success. 


CHAPTER  XLVm 

J^CE,   AXD   BUST   BT  CUaJZy^^    "    '^'^■ 

BABON    OF    QAI.AMUX8  "  ^T^i  ~  ""=*  ™  "™J: 
^^^  «.  ME.  raOMAS  ~  ^   CAMBHUJOE.   _ 

1820 

••"neto,  which  he  U  b^'  bZTJ'^"^'""^  '"' 
tie  .pring  of  the  MsZ^^Zl^  '">?„  «'''»?  » 
fS^  at  Christmas  bv  Z,,^  7.  ,  ""^  '"°««».  and 
On  hi,  arrival  inTw.^^hU^^"^'!;'  f'^Uj  affliction,. 

they  both  eBtablisheTttem^T^t  M^'k  """  '''■»=  "«» 

One  of  bi,  fl„,  viritoTw^  Sir^  Dumerg„e',. 
who  infonned  him  thatT«^"     I  P""""  I'awrence, 
the  great  gallery.  Z  tp^Z^^.Z^'T'  ^J^om 
with  portraits  by  his  hand  oH^  ?   Wmdsor  Castle, 
gnUhed  contem^„rie^  .u  Ji!  **';''".''''  """^  d^tin! 
^ui»pe,and  thib  S  mtistr.  ""f""*^  ""'■"^'»  °* 
«»«Jy  «it  for  this  pur^sT  „'  th»        ^'""^'  '""^  *>■ 
deiired  to  see  exhibiS^  rt„°    ^l-"™*  '"*"'  ""«  King 
h~l  attuned  the  wShfno"  j  ,t  T  "'•^■'»''  '"'° 
-and  it  was  his  pleasur^  Z Ih  '*™'^"  T**  »«»■""' 
|»ence  with  WalJa^tt      net^t!!?'  "^""^  '^' 
^^  unmediately.  and  th,  hLT r 'Ched  E 
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Scott  left  town.  Sir  Thomas  has  caught  and  fixed  with 
admirable  skill  one  of  the  loftiest  expressions  of  Seott's 
countenance  at  the  proudest  period  of  his  life:  to  the 
perfect  truth  of  the  representation,  every  one  who  ever 
surprised  him  in  the  act  of  composition  at  his  desk,  will 
bear  witness.  The  expression,  however,  was  one  with 
which  many  who  had  seen  the  man  often  were  not  famil- 
iar ;  and  it  was  extremely  unfortunate  that  Sir  Thomas 
filled  in  the  figure  from  a  separate  sketch  after  he  had 
quitted  London.  When  I  first  saw  the  head,  I  thought 
nothing  could  be  better;  but  there  was  an  evident  change 
for  the  worse  when  the  picture  appeared  in  its  finished 
state  —  for  the  rest  of  the  person  had  been  done  on  a 
different  scale,  and  this  neglect  of  proportion  takes  con- 
siderably from  the  majestic  effect  which  the  head  itself, 
and  especially  the  mighty  pile  of  forehead,  had  in  na- 
ture. I  hope  one  day  to  see  a  good  engraving  of  the 
head  alone,  as  I  first  saw  it  floating  on  a  dark  sea  of 
canvas. 

Lawrence  told  me,  several  years  afterwards,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  two  greatest  men  he  had  painted  were 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Walter  Scott;  "and  it 
was  odd,"  said  he,  "that  they  both  chose  usually  the 
same  hour  for  sitting  —  seven  in  the  morning.  They 
were  both  as  patient  sitters  as  I  ever  had.  Scott,  how- 
ever, was,  in  my  case  at  least,  a  very  difficult  subject. 
I  had  selected  what  struck  me  as  his  noblest  look;  but 
when  he  was  in  the  chair  before  me,  he  talked  away  on 
all  sorts  of  subjects  in  his  usual  style,  sothat  it  cost  me 
great  pains  to  bring  him  back  to  solemnity,  when  I  had 
to  attend  to  anything  beyond  the  outline  of  a  subordinate 
featnre.  I  soon  found  that  the  surest  recipe  was  to  say 
something  that  would  lead  him  to  recite  a  bit  of  poetry. 
I  used  to  introduce,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  a  few  lines  of 
Campbell  or  Byron — he  was  sure  to  take  up  the  passage 
where  I  left  it,  or  cap  it  by  something  better  —  and  then, 
when  he  was,  as  Dryden  says  of  one  of  his  heroes,  — 
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1„^:  ^r,*^^'-*  I  >»<•  with  hi.  was  o„» 

them^lves  blaok  enough -but  the  style  of  th"lTJ" 
wa.™s.,tibly  quaint  «,d  comical.     When  SolT^r 

tTir  '  T""^  *"  ""=""•  'fo^truly,'q„„rhe^.a 
the  tithe  was  fact.  •  •  •  •  •  _,:„i,.  1,  ''  i""""  ™>  u 
—as  LorH  B™  fl  1 1  .?*'''  '"^  ""'•  *°  Sherry 

™  ijar—  Ye  re  a  vera  clever  cli  el',  man,  but  ve  w^ 
be  nane  the  waar  o'  a  hanging  "  • "  ^      ** 

t^  mT  ^J'^'^  «>«  visit  1„  London  that  Scott  sat 
to  Mr.  (now  S,r  Francis)  Chantrey  for  that  b,^t  whiTh 
Jone  preserve,  for  posterity  the  cit  of  «pr<ron  mot 

mestic  circle.  Chantrey's  request  that  Scott  would  sit 
to  hun  was  communicated  through  Mr.  Alhu,  Cubing 
™  '  *ri","°''^*'"P'''y«^  "  Clerk  of  the  Works  fn 
rhnrl^?*°'\"''"'?'^«°*-  **'•  Cunningt:! 
mawn  tmZ%  "''•'°,«»»'"8  h«  ^read  as  a  ftone! 
EHn™!,  f  ?,  '  T^  '  pilgrimage  on  foot  into 
Mmburgh,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  seeing  the  author  of 
Marmion  as  he  passed  akng  the  street.     He  wa^  now  fa 

ThTl^^n  h"'^""*^  "'  ?"  ''™'  "«>  "^  -""^^ 
him  for"^  his  purpose  of  calling  on  Scott  to  thank 
imi™  "r/'-'i  °"«»»ge  he  had  received,  through  a 

4^  «.d  Galloway  Song,  which  first  made  his  poetic^ 

opportunity  of  conveying  to  Scott  his  own   long^oher- 
1  A  dMtin»n>ii  Wlii(  H  -  ■ 
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ished  ambition  of  modelling  hit  head;  and  Scott  at  onoe 
assented  to  the  flattering  proposal.  "It  was  about  nine 
in  the  morning,"  says  Mr.  Cunningham,  "that  I  sent 
in  my  card  to  him  at  Miss  Dumergue's  in  Piccaifilly. 
It  had  not  been  gone  a  minute,  when  I  heard  a  quick 
heavy  step  coming,  and  in  he  came,  holding  out  both 
hands,  as  was  his  custom,  and  saying,  as  he  pressed 
mine,  'Allan  Cunningham,  I  am  glad  to  see  you.'  I 
said  something,"  continues  Mr.  C,  "about  the  pleasure 
I  felt  in  touching  the  hand  that  had  charmed  me  so 
much.  He  moved  his  hand,  and  with  one  of  his  comic 
smile!),  said,  'Ay  —  and  a  big  brown  hand  it  is.'  I 
was  a  little  abashed  at  first:  Scott  saw  it,  and  soon  put 
me  at  my  ease ;  he  had  the  power  —  I  had  almost  called 
it  the  art,  but  art  it  was  not  —  of  winning  one's  heart 
and  restoring  one's  confidence  beyond  any  man  I  ever 
met."  Then  ensued  a  little  conversation,  in  which  Scott 
complimented  Allan  on  his  ballads,  and  urged  him  to  try 
some  work  of  more  consequence,  quoting  Bums's  words, 
"for  dear  auld  Scotland's  sake; "  but  being  engaged  to 
breakfast  in  a  distant  part  of  the  town,  he  presently  dis- 
missed his  visitor,  promising  to  appear  next  day  at  an 
early  hour,  and  submit  himself  to  Mr.  Chantrey's  inspec* 
tion. 

Chantrey's  purpose  had  been  the  same  as  Lawrence's 

—  to  seize  a  poetical  phasis  of  Scott's  countenance;  and 
he  proceeded  to  model  the  head  as  looking  upwards, 
gravely  and  solemnly.  The  talk  that  passed,  meantime, 
had  equally  amused  and  gratified  both,  and  fortunately, 
at  parting,  Chantrey  requested  that  Scott  would  come 
and  breakfast  with  him  next  morning  before  they  recom- 
menced operations  in  the  studio.  Scott  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, and  when  he  arrived  again  in  Ecclestone  Street, 
found  two  or  three  acquaintances  assembled  to  meet  him, 

—  among  others,  his  old  friend  Bichard  Heber.  The 
breakfast  was,  as  any  party  in  Sir  Francis  Chantrey's 
house  is  sure  to  be,  a  gay  and  joyous  one,  and  not  having 
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•een  Heber  in  pirtiouUr  for  Mvenl  yean,  SooH'i  cpirita 
were  uniKually  excited  by  the  preMno.  of  »>  intinute 
■Hocute  of  hi«  youthful  d«y,.  I  tr«nMrib«  what  fol- 
lowi  from  Mr.  Cunningham's  Memorandum:  — 

"  H.W  lud,  many  iaquiriei  .bout  old  frioud.  in  Edinban*. 
and  old  book.  Mid  old  hoow.,  and  reminded  the  other  of  thoir 
««ty  Bxnabti...  <  Ay,'  «ud  Mr.  Scott,  'I  romembo,  we  one. 
^ed  out  together,  and  ut  .o  Ule  that  when  wo  came  awar 
the  night  and  day  were  eo  neaUy  balanced,  that  w.  reeolved  to 
wJk  about  tin  .unriw.  The  moon  wa.  not  down,  however, 
and  we  took  advantage  of  her  Ladythip'.  Untem,  and  climbed 
to  the  top  of  Arthur'.  Seat  i  when  we  came  down  we  had  a 
me  apr  to  for  breakfwif  _ '  I  remember  it  well,-  .aid 
Heber;  idinbargh  wui  a  wUd  pUce  in  thow  day^-it 
aboimdedm  clubs -convivial  club^'-'Ye^'  replied  Mr. 
Scott,  and  abound.  .tiU;  but  the  convertation  i.  cahnor,  and 
there  are  no  .uch  wllie.  now  a.  might  bo  heard  in  other  time.. 
One  club,  I  remember,  waa  infened  with  two  Kemp,,  f,ther 
and  »n ;  when  the  old  man  had  done  .peaking,  the  young  one 
began,  — and  before  he  i?rew  weary,  the  father  wa.  refre.hed, 
and  took  up  the  «.ng.  J„hn  Clerk,  during  ,  pauee,  wa.  caUed 
on  for  t  .lave ;  he  immediately  .truck  up,  in  a  psahn-anging 
tone,  and  electriHed  the  club  with  a  vene  which  .Uck.  like  a 
burr  to  my  memory,  — 

"  Now,  God  Alinighl7  iodge  Judm  Eimp, 
And  likewioe  hii  iod  Joha, 
And  luuig  them  over  Hell  in  hMnp, 
And  bam  them  in  Wnttone." ' 

"  In  Ae  mid.t  of  the  mirth  which  thi.  specimen  of  pealmodv 
nuned,  John  (commonly  called  Jack)  FuUer,  the  member  for 
Surr^,  and  standing  jester  of  the  Hou«  of  Common.,  came 
in.  Heber,  who  was  well  «!quainted  with  the  free  and  joyon. 
chan«ter  of  that  worthy,  beg«i  to  lead  him  out  by  rSng 
some  feeuve  ^cdote,:  Fuller  growled  approbation,  ^d^ 
dulged  u.  with  some  of  his  odd  sallies;  thing,  which  ha  awured 
a.  were  damned  good,  and  true  too,  which  was  better.'  Mr. 
^«^  who  was  standing  when  Fuller  came  in,  eyed  him  at  firrt 
with  a  look  grave  and  emiderato ;  but  a.  the  stream  of  con- 
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Ttnatlon  Bowed,  hU  kMD  wj*  twinkled  brighter  ud  brightw  i 
hie  iUtiira  inereMed,  for  he  drew  hinuell  np,  ud  Hcmed  to 
tidw  the  meMure  ol  the  hoeiy  joker,  body  uul  eouL  An  hour 
or  two  o<  ■ocial  eh*t  had  neuwhUe  induced  Mr.  Chnntrey  to 
aher  hie  rlewe  h  to  the  but,  nnd  when  Ur.  8aott  left  ne,  he 
eud  to  me  priTetely, '  ThU  wiU  nerer  do  —  I  ibnll  norer  bo 
nble  to  pleiue  myieU  with  »  perfeetly  eerene  exprewion.  I 
■nut  try  hi*  oonTorMitionnl  look,  tiJie  him  when  about  to  break 
ant  into  lome  ely  funny  old  etory.'  A»  Chantrey  iai>l  thie,  he 
took  a  itring,  cot  off  the  head  of  the  but,  put  it  into  iu  preient 
portion,  touched  the  eyee  and  the  mouth  elightly,  and  wrouglit 
luch  a  traniformation  upon  It,  that  when  Scott  came  to  hie 
third  aitting,  he  emiled  and  laid,  — '  Ay,  ye  're  mair  like  your- 

id  now ! Why,  Mr.  Chantrey,  no  witch  of  oU  erer  performed 

inch  cantripe  with  cUy  u  thie." " ' 

Theae  aittingt  were  eeTen  in  number;  bat  when  Soott 
reviaited  London  a  year  afterwards,  he  gave  Chantrey 
■evenl  more,  the  bust  being  by  that  time  in  n.wble. 
Allan  Cunningham,  when  he  called  to  bid  him  farewell, 
aa  he  wa»  about  to  leave  town  on  the  preaent  occaaiou, 
found  him  in  court  dress,  preparing  to  kiss  hands  at 
the  Levee,  on  being  gazetted  as  Baronet.  "He  seemed 
anything  but  at  his  ease,"  says  Cunningham,  "in  that 
strange  attire;  he  was  like  one  in  armor — the  stiff  cut 
of  the  coat  —  the  large  shining  buttons  and  buckles  —  the 
laoe  ruffles  — the  queue  — the  sword  — and  the  cooked 
hat,  formed  a  picture  at  which  I  could  not  forbear  smil- 
ing. He  surveyed  himself  in  the  glass  for  a  moment,  and 
burst  into  a  hearty  laugh.  'O  Allan,'  he  said,  'O 
Allan,  what  creatures  we  must  make  of  ourselves  in  obe- 

>  [Mr.  C.  R.  LmU>,  UhihU  the  pelntm  of  u  •dmlimWe  portrelt  of 
Soott,  mT%  of  Ch»Btwy'e  work :  —  .   ,    l 

"  Of  the  nuny  portnita  of  him,  Chantrej'e  hntt  i^  to  my  mind,  the 
mort  pmfrot  i  .  .  .  th«  KenUe  tom  of  the  h»d,  inelioxl  •  BtUe  fonmdl 
•n4  down,  end  th»  lotkiiig  humor  in  the  eye  and  eboot  the  month,  «r« 
8.;3t. «  own.  Chentwy  welohwl  Sir  Welter  in  oompuiy,  end  ioTited  him 
to  l>i«»«feet  preyione  to  the  littinge,  and  by  thaao  maana  caught  the  ei- 
JMCICB  that  wee  moet  ehe»cteHatio."  —  iMiia'i  AyUtaagmflaciil  Bml- 
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!l!.  rri'  !*'  ^"  '"*'*"'  "'  ho*  giddily  d,;  turn, 
jhout^.!!  tb.  hot  bkod.  b.t...n  fourJS.  «i  flr.*S! 

«,^''#  """"fjey '".  ""'"""d  on  him.  not  in  con«. 
q»no«  of  «,y  MmitUrial  .uggertion.  but  bv  the  Kinic 

tb.  poet  k««J  hi.  h«d.  he  «id  to  him.  "l^Jl 

Been  tbe  ttnt  creation  of  my  reign." 

The  Guette  announcing  hi.  new  dignity  wa.  dated 
March  80.  „d  published  on  the  2d  of  I^Z  1820,  J^ 
the  Wt,  a.  «on  afterward,  a.  he  could  get  away 
from  Lawrence.  Kt  out  on  hi.  return  to  the  North:  for 
he  had  .uch  re.pect  for  the  ancient  prejudice  (a  cUwical 
a.  weU  a.  a  Scottuh  one)  again.t  marrying  in  May.  that 
he  wa.  anxious  to  have  the  ceremony  in  which  hi.  daugh- 
ter  wa.  concerned  over  before  that  unlucky  month  .hould 
commence."    It  ,.  needleu  to  wy,  that  during  thi.  ,tay 

'  M^k  Ads  abnu  Nttkin,,  Act  in.  Smm  a 
tobe  iMmri  Md  to  .  jcmnt  mu  of  lUMnioioil  tJe.t.,_Li«a  of  ^ 

^  Jl  m,  l,f.  „m.thin|,  „f  „  Uourdi)  lik.  p«io,U«ly,  b.t  It  U  b«to 
upon,  •«l    Uio  worid  for  tho  winnini.'  .  .  .  y„„,  Lidr.l.i„  -ill   „ 
b«J..»dli.„  of  hU,rid„gr.  th.\..  n.mCo^J.'^7.i^,'^rd' 

Jl^^i   V.^  ^"*f  ?°"^°'  '^  SpMi«d.,  .hioh  h.  iUM,„« 
ftJT  ^*  ■  T  tr.nd.tio.,.  ,W.h  -  to  .p«k  troth  -  «  „„.T  W 

Two  iDoiitk.  Ulw,  IB  .  Ijtt.,  to  Morriu,  Sir  W.lt.r  ..n  ■  — 
»rt«7  of  .  «,..,„.l.,  p„.....d  ,,  le^i..^  ^  ^,,      ^        ;JW 

™**«™  in  my  W.tim.,  might  Ut.  h«n  U..  „  .,  „y  d4..^Ml« 
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in  London  he  had  again  experienced,  in  its  fullest  mea- 
sure, the  enthusiasm  of  all  ranks  of  his  acquaintance; 
and  I  shall  now  transcribe  a  few  paragraphs  from  domes- 
tic letters,  which  will  show,  among  other  things,  how 
glad  he  was  when  the  hour  came  that  restored  him  to  his 
ordinary  course  of  life. 

TO  MBS.   SCOTT,   39  CASTIE  STBEST,  EDINBUROH. 

FiccAliu.LT,  20tli  Marah,  1820. 
Mt  deab  Chaklotte,  —  I  have  got  a  delightful  phin 

for  the  addition  at  Abb ,  which  I  think  will  make  it 

quite  complete,  and  furnish  me  with  a  handsome  library, 
and  you  with  a  drawing-room  and  better  bedroom,  with 
good  bedrooms  for  company,  etc.  It  will  cost  me  a 
little  hard  work  to  meet  the  expense,  but  I  have  been 
a  good  while  idle.  I  hope  to  leave  this  town  early  next 
week,  and  shall  hasten  back  with  great  delight  to  my 
own  household  gods.  _ 

I  hope  this  wiU  find  you  from  under  Dr.  Koss  s 
charge.  1  expect  to  see  you  quite  in  beauty  when  I 
coD<e  down,  for  I  assure  you  I  have  been  coaxed  by  very 
pretty  ladies  here,  and  look  for  merry  faces  at  home. 
My  picture  comes  on,  and  will  be  a  grand  thing,  but 
the  sitting  is  a  great  bore.  Chantrey's  bust  is  one  of 
the  finest  things  he  ever  did.  It  is  quite  the  fashion  to 
go  t»  see  it  —  there 's  for  you.  Yours,  my  dearest  love, 
with  the  most  sincere  affection,  Walter  Scott. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

FicoADlLLT,  Much  27. 

Mt  dear  Charlotte,  —  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say 
that  Lord  Sidmouth  has  promised  to  dismiss  me  in  all 

under  the  manngeminit  of  a  penon  aoiniMiited  with  the  nattlM  of  such 
property.  All  I  have  to  fear  on  Lookhart'a  part,  »  a  oertam  raahnew, 
wbich  I  mat  haa  been  the  egeot  of  yonth  and  high  epirita,  joined  to  lack 
of  good  ad™e,  aa  ho  leenia  perfectly  good-hnmored  and  Tery  docile.  So 
I  tniat  your  little  friend  Sophia,  »ho  I  know  haa  an  intereet  in  yonr  hoaoni, 
haa  a  Tery  fair  chance  for  inch  happine*  aa  thia  motley  world  can  afford. 
—  Familiar  Letter$,  toL  U.  pp.  ^3, 17.] 


iSio 


LONDON 


'5J 


Walteb  Scott. 

(For  OtLadfScctt  <lf  Abbob/crd  -  to  J,.) 

TO  MB.  ,A«a  BAlI^UrrrXK,  PHLVTEB,  ST.   .OHN's  8TB1JBT 
EDtNBUROH. 

Dt?4»  T*»™«         t  ^  ftccABiLLr,  28th  Mueh. 

'  ThegawnltbctioiiwMiaiiira,. 
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at  aubnoription  price,  becauae  they  have  the  flnt  of  the 
market,  and  only  one  third  of  the  books;  bo  that,  as 
they  say  with  us,  "let  them  care  that  come  ahint."  This 
I  knew  and  foresaw,  and  the  ragings  of  the  booksellers, 
considerably  aggravated  by  the  displeasure  of  Constable 
and  his  house,  are  ridiculous  enough;  and  as  to  iheir 
injuring  the  work,  if  it  have  a  principle  of  locomotion  in 
it,  they  cannot  stop  it  —  if  it  has  not,  they  cannot  make  it 
move.  I  care  not  a  bent  twopence  about  their  quarrels ; 
only  I  say  now,  as  I  always  said,  that  Constable's  man- 
agement is  best,  both  for  himself  and  the  author;  and, 
had  we  not  been  controlled  by  the  narrowness  of  dis- 
count, I  would  put  nothing  past  him.  I  agree  with  the 
public  if  thinking  the  work  not  very  interesting;  but  it 
was  written  with  as  much  care  as  the  others  —  that  is, 
with  no  care  at  all;  and, 

■<  If  it  ii  DS  wdl  bobbit,  m  11  bobb  it  ftia." 

On  these  points  I  am  Atlas.  I  cannot  write  much  in 
this  bustle  of  engagements,  with  Sir  Francis's  mob  hol- 
loing under  the  windows.  I  find  that  even  this  light 
composition  demands  a  certain  degree  of  silence,  and  I 
might  as  well  live  in  a  cotton-mill.  Lord  Sidmouth  tells 
me  I  will  obtain  leave  to  quit  London  by  the  SOth,  which 
will  be  delightful  news,  for  I  find  I  cannot  bear  late 
hours  and  great  society  so  well  as  formerly;  and  yet  it 
is  a  fine  thing  to  hear  politics  talked  of  by  Ministers  of 
State,  and  war  discussed  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington.' 

1  [Soon  after  his  retorn,  Soott  vritM  to  Morritt :  — 

"  LoDdon  1  tlionght  incmliblT  tinsome  i  I  wanted  my  sheet  ancbon,  — 
yon  and  poor  Geor^  Ellia,  —  by  wliom  1  could  ride  at  quiet  mooringt 
vitbont  mixing  entirely  in  the  general  Tortez.  The  great  lion  —  great  in 
•vary  aenae  —  iraa  the  gigantie  Belzoni,  the  bandaomeat  man  (for  a  giant) 
1  arer  aaw  or  oonld  inppose  to  myaelf .  He  ia  aaid  completely  to  have 
orerawed  the  Arabs,  yonr  old  friends,  by  hia  great  strength,  height,  and 
•nargy.  I  had  on«  delightful  evening  in  company  with  the  Dnks  of 
Wellington,  and  heard  llim  fight  OTer  Waterloo  and  his  other  battles  with 
the  greatest  good-humor.  It  is  odd,  be  saya,  tliat  th%  most  distinct 
writer  on  military  aifaiis  whose  labon  h«  has  pemaed  is  Jamsa  II.,  in  the 
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My  occMions  here  wJl  require  tliat  John  or  you  wnd 
me  two  note.  i«,,ble  at  Coutt.-.  for  X800  each,  at  two 

™f  »?Tfl.n°°'f'.''''^-     ^  "'"  "^'o  '°  Con.table  for 
one  at  i!850  wLich  will  settle  my  affairs  here-which, 

pretty  heavry  Let  tte  biUs  be  drawn  payable  at  Coutts'. 
^d  sent  withou  de  ay.  I  „iU  receivrthem  safe  if  «« 
under  Mr.  Freelmg's  cover.  Mention  particukrly  what 
you  are  domg,  for  now  is  your  time  to  push  niisceUane. 
Zr  Tu  ''  *^'  ^'*  """"^  °*  inaccuracies  in  the 
«v  Lt!n''  T  ™'^'  ^"'y  """'y-'o'De  mine.  I  da,« 
say  -  but  all  such  as  you  may  and  ought  to  correct.  If 
you  would  oaU  on  William  Erskine  (who  Uyour  weu! 
™*er.  and  a  httle  mortified  he  never  sees  you{  he  would 
point  out  some  of  them. 

Do  you  ever  see  Lockhart?    You  should  consult  him 
on  every  doubt  where  you  would  refer  to  me  if  pr^ 
lours  very  truly.  X    , 

You  say  nothing  of  John,  yet  I  am  anxious  about  him. 

TO  MB.  LAIKUiW,   KAK81DE,    MELBOSE. 
n_         TIT  -  lonDOlt,  April  2,  1820. 

iwl'  "^"^.'^'^  r.^'"'''  *°  "y  0™  braes,  which 
Hove  SO  dearly,  out  of  this  pbce  of  bustle  and  ^^Mcn. 
men  I  can  see  my  Master -and  thank  him  foVmany 
acts  of  favor -I  think  I  wiU  bid  adieu  to  London  for- 
ever;  for  neither  the  hours  nor  the  society  suit  me  so 
weU  as  a  few  year,  since.     There  is  too  much  necessity 

morning  till  night. 

should  think  the  weather  rather  too  dry  for  planting, 
judgmg  by  what  we  have  here.     Do  not  let  Tom  go  on 
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stioking  in  plants  to  no  purpose  —  better  put  in  firs  in 
a  rainy  week  in  August.  Give  my  service  to  him.  I 
expect  to  be  at  Edinburgh  in  the  end  of  this  mondi, 
and  to  get  a  week  at  Abbotsford  before  the  Session  sits 
down.  I  think  you  are  right  to  be  in  no  hurry  to  let 
Broomielees.  There  seems  no  complaint  of  wanting 
money  here  just  now,  so  I  hope  things  will  come  round. 
Ever  yours  truly, 

Walter  Scott. 

TO  MISS  scorr,  castlz  stbeet,  EDrastiROH. 

Loicsoic,  April  3,  1820. 

Deab  Sophia,  — I  have  no  letter  from  any  one  at 
home  excepting  Lockhart,  and  he  only  says  you  are  all 
well;  and  I  trust  it  is  so.  I  have  seen  most  of  my  old 
friends,  who  are  a  little  the  worse  for  the  wear,  like  myself. 
A  five  years'  march  down  the  wrong  side  of  the  hill  tells 
more  than  ton  on  the  right  side.  Our  good  friends  here 
are  kind  as  kind  can  be,  and  no  frumps.  They  lecture 
the  Comet  a  little,  which  he  takes  with  be<>jming  defer- 
ence and  good-humor.  There  is  a  certaiu  veil  of  Flan- 
ders lace  floating  in  the  wind  for  a  certain  occasion,  from 
a  certain  godmother,  but  that  is  more  than  a  dead  secret. 

We  had  a  very  merry  day  yesterday  at  Lord  Mel- 
ville's, where  we  found  Lord  Huntly  >  and  other  friends, 
and  had  a  bumper  to  the  new  Baronet,  whose  name  was 
Gazetted  that  evening.  Lady  Huntly  plays  Scoteh  tunes 
like  a  Highland  angel.  She  ran  a  set  of  variations  on 
"  Eenmure  's  on  and  awa',"  which  I  told  her  were  enough 
to  raise  a  whole  country-side.  I  never  in  my  life  heard 
such  fire  thrown  into  that  sort  of  music.  I  am  now  lay- 
ing anchors  to  windward,  as  John  Ferguson  says,  to  get 
Walter's  leave  extended.  We  saw  the  Duke  of  York, 
who  was  very  civil,  but  wants  altogether  the  courtesy  of 
the  King.  I  have  had  a  very  gracious  message  from  the 
King.  He  is  expected  up  very  soon,  so  I  don't  go  to 
*  Thtkta  Duke  of  Gordon. 
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.tro"g.  Me«Dwh.le  aU  goe.  forward  for  the  Coronation 
The  «pen«,  of  the  robe,  for  the  peers  may  amoun  to 
X400  apiece.  AU  the  ermine  is  bought  up  at  the  mort 
extrava^nt  pnces.  I  hear  so  much  of  it°  that  I  reX 
think,  hke  Beau  Tibb,,>  I  .haU  be  tempted  tocomTun 
"tsrvt"'"^"''-  I"''-'.  Idon-t'seewlr/lThoJ^S 
not , toy  here,  as  I  seem  to  be  forgotten  at  home.     The 

STII^'TtT  •'■'''  *°  "^*^'"  ■»«  «!">  kindness,  „ 
why  should  I  be  m  a  great  hurry  to  leave  them  ' 

.  wnte,  wishmg  to  Imow  what  I  could  bring  Amie  and 
you  »d  mamma  do™,  that  would  be  acceptfbkr^rj 

Se  cT^  f  ^  y""  *°  P"*  "">  "P  '"  'hat  mat^r 
10  little  Charles  also  I  promised  something,  and  I  wish 

ments      I  hope  to  get  something  for  him  «>on. 

Bafflt  ^L  f\*°  T"^  ?''  ^'''''"'"'  "l"'''?  "!*»'  Joanna 
Baill,e  and  John  Richardson,  at  Hampstead.  The  long 
Cornet  goes  wjth  me.  I  have  kept  him  amount  thf 
seniors  i  nevertheless  he  seems  pretty  well  amused.  He 
I'^r^Z^r.'^  best-conditioned  Uds  I  ever  .aw, 

«.L"°'^'"^°^r"  "^  ^°«  '«'™  E"""  through  lie 
««emony  of  confirmation.  Pray  write  immediately,  and 
let  me  know  how  you  are  all  going  on,  and  what  you 

would  like  to  please  yon. 

Yours,  most  affectionately, 

Walter  Scott. 

Mo![?pI^°"  w'T^xV"  ^°''™'  'he  Professorship  of 
Moral  Philosophy  m  the  University  of  Edinburgh  becLe 

:Cw/  *^''  '*"i5  "l  "'•  '^'"'"-  «-™'  -dZTg 

Z.?l        r°'"^  themselves  as  candidates  to  fiU  it, 

was  the  author  of  the  Isle  of  Palms.     He  was  opposed 

'  Sm  Goldnnith'.  CUittn  iff  Ike  World,  No.  106. 
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in  the  Town  Council  (who  are  the  patrons  of  most  of  the 
Edinburgh  Chairs),  on  various  pretences,  but  solely,  in 
fact,  on  party  grounds,  —  certain  humorous  political 
pieces  having  much  exacerbated  the  Whigs  of  the  North 
against  him ;  and  I  therefore  wrote  to  Scott,  requesting 
him  to  animate  the  Tory  Ministers  in  his  behalf.  Sir 
Walter  did  so,  and  Mr.  Wilson's  canvass  was  successful.^ 
The  answer  to  my  communication  was  in  these  terms :  — 

^  [Thii  wMulemie  itrnrffla  was  m  fltrMly  ooBtMt«fl  m  though  it  had 
hten  a  politioa'  oont«it,  which  in  truth  It  was.  Lockhart  o«Ubrated  Wil- 
■on'i  Tictory  in  the  Tettimontum  (pntaoing  the  seventh  Tolnme  of  Black- 
wood], thns  keeping  alive  the  passion  of  the  honr.  In  Jul;  Scott  wrota 
to  his  soD-ia-law,  and  through  him  to  Wilson,  a  latter  which  Is  eipeciallr 
interesting,  as  showing  the  writer's  attitnde  in  ngaid  to  the  petsonalitiea 
of  ifaga,  which  his  political  opponents  were  inclined  to  believe  had  at 
leant  his  tacit  approval.  The  letter,  from  which  these  extrssts  an  taken, 
will  be  fonnd  in  Lang's  Life  of  Lockhart  (vol.  i.  pp.  239-245),  when  it 
wss  published  for  the  fint  time  :  — 

.  .  .  **  I  am  sore  our  friend  has  been  taag^t  Uie  danger  of  ^ving  way  to 
high  si^ts  in  mixed  society,  where  there  is  some  one  always  ready  to 
langh  at  the  joke  and  to  pnt  it  into  his  pocket  to  throw  in  the  jest»rV  face 
on  some  future  occasion.  It  is  plain  Wilson  must  have  walked  the  conne 
had  he  been  cautious  in  selecting  the  friends  of  his  lighter  hours,  and  now, 
olothed  with  philosophical  dignity,  his  friends  will  really  expect  he  should 
be  on  his  guard  in  this  respect,  and  add  to  his  talents  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion the  proper  degree  of  retenue  becoming  a  moral  teacher.  Try  to  ex- 
press  all  this  to  him  in  your  own  way,  and  believe  that,  as  I  have  said  it 
from  the  best  motives,  so  I  would  wish  it  conveyed  in  the  most  delicate 
terms,  aa  from  one  who  equally  honors  Wilson's  genius  and  lores  his 
benevolent,  ardent,  and  amiable  disposition,  but  who  would  willingly  see 
them  mingled  with  the  caution  which  leaves  ealumny  no  pin  to  hang  her 
infamous  accusations  upon. 

"  For  the  reasons  above  mentioned  I  wish  yon  had  not  published  the 
Teifimontiini.  It  ts  very  clever,  but  desosnds  to  too  low  game.  If  Jeffrey 
or  Oranstoun,  or  any  of  the  dignitaries,  ehose  to  fight  such  skirmishes, 
then  would  be  some  credit  in  it ;  but  I  do  not  like  to  see  you  turn  out  as 
a  iharpshooter  vrith  •  •  •  *.  *  What  does  thou  drawn  among  these  heart- 
less hinds  ?'...!  have  hitherto  avoided  saying  anything  on  this  subject, 
though  some  little  turn  towards  penonal  satira  is,  I  think,  the  only  draw- 
back to  yonr  great  and  powerful  talents,  and  I  think  I  may  have  hinted 
as  much  to  you.  But  I  wished  to  see  how  this  matter  of  Wilson's  would 
tnm,  before  making  a  dean  breast  upon  this  subject.  It  might  have 
so  bappeued  that  you  could  not  handsomely  or  kindly  have  avoided  a 
■hare  in  his  defence,  if  the  enemy  had  pnvailed,  and  when  friendship,  or 
country,  or  any  strong  call  demands  the  use  <rf  latirie  talent,  I  hope  I 
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needed  no  apology  for  mentioning  .^ything  i/wh^h" 
could  be  of  wrvice  to  Wil«,n,  and.  «,  f„  L  Rood  w«d. 
«.d  good  wirf,e.  Acre  en  do,  I  mnk  ho  ^UnZt 

'  "Wta  up  o«r  dnuu  _  pm,,  an  .Mtt,^  ,^  , 

t.  b.  til.  B,..  Ta.7Za],r^'^r,r^jr",'^'T '°°  "-'•"^ 
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ful;  but  the  buttle  murt  be  fought  in  Edinburgh.  You 
are  aware  that  the  only  point  of  exception  to  Wilaon 
nukT  be,  that,  with  the  Are  of  geniui,  he  has  poueued 
»me  of  iti  eccentrioitie»!  but,  did  he  ever  approach  to 
thou  of  Henry  Brougham,  who  it  the  god  of  Whiggifh 
idokttry?  If  the  high  and  rare  qualities  with  which  he 
is  invested  are  to  be  thrown  aside  as  useless,  because  they 
may  be  clouded  by  a  few  grains  of  dust  which  he  can 
bUw  aside  at  pleasure,  it  is  less  a  punishmeni,  on  Mr. 
Wilson  than  on  the  country.  I  have  little  doubt  be 
would  consider  success  in  this  weighty  matter  as  a  pledge 
for  binding  down  his  acute  and  powerful  mind  to  more 
regular  labor  than  circumstances  have  hitherto  required 
of  him,  for  indeed,  without  doing  so,  the  appointment 
oonld  in  no  point  of  view  answer  his  purpose.  He  must 
stretch  to  the  oar  for  his  own  credit,  as  well  as  that  of 
his  friends;  and  if  he  does  so,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
his  efforts  wiU  be  doubly  blessed,  in  reference  both  to 
himself  and  to  public  utility.  He  must  make  every 
friend  he  can  amongst  the  Council.  Palladio  Johnstone 
should  not  be  omitted.  If  my  wife  canvasses  him,  she 
may  do  some  good.^ 

You  must,  of  course,  recommend  to  Wilson  great  tem- 
per in  his  canvass  — for  wrath  will  do  no  good.  After 
all,  he  must  leave  off  sack,  purge  and  live  cleanly  as 
a  gentleman  ought  to  do;  otherwise  people  will  compare 
his  present  ambition  to  that  of  Sir  Terry  O'Fag,  when 
he  wished  to  become  a  judge.  "Our  pleasant  follies  are 
made  the  whips  to  scourge  us,"  as  Lear  says;  for  other- 
wise, what  could  possibly  stand  in  the  way  of  his  nomi- 
nation?   I  trust  it  will  take  place,  and  give  him  the 

1  Mr.  Robert  Jolmrtone,  ■>  gtoMp  on  •  l«rgo  »»1«  on  tli«  North  Bridge 
of  Bdiotargh,  and  long  on.  of  A.  l»ding  BuU», ,»  .W  thi.  ton.  tli« 
p,omin.nt  p.tron  of  »an.  MchitoctniJ  noT.lti»  in  Anld  R<»ki.,  »b"b 
hid  found  no  faTor  with  Scott;-  h.no.  hia  pmnom.n  of  '^^''~. 
.Uch  h.  owod,  I  b.li.T.,  to  a  «ing  in  Blackwoc£,ira3-nf>f.  Th.  pM 
BaiU.  had  bMn  at  th.  High  School  irith  Sir  Walt.r,  and  thdr  fnondly 
intueonn.  wai  wrn  inteTXvptad  bnt  by  dMth. 


i8io    MARRIAGE  OF  SOPHIA  .   OTT  ,63 

oonii.teno«  and  .te«dine«  which  »«  «U  ^  w«t.  »« 

m»hehiintheflrrtr.«noftheage    "*■""*  """»  *» 

I  «m  veiy  wfj,  with  Ctle  Street -not  a  «ul  h« 

wntten  „»„.,.  y        „.  .j^^  j  ^  to  Undo^ 

loun  vwy  truly,  " 

Walter  Scott. 

J,,™!!  w""*^''  T'lfP"'*^  ^y  ""«  Cornet,  reache<I  Edin- 
burgh  Ute  m  April,  and  on  the  29th  of  that  monWb  h. 
gave  me  the  hand  of  hi.  daughter  Sophia.  T^e  woddtt 
more  *oo«.o,  took  place  in  L  evening,  and  aTe^l 
•U  .uch  occ„ion.  to  ancient  mode,  of  Swrva^  w  ,h  the 
J«me  punctilioa.ne,.  which  he  mention.  M  d toJ^fh  „' 
hj.  worthy  father  he  gave  a  joUy  .upp"  Xr^t^ 
Jl  the  friend,  and  connection,  of  the  young  couple^^ 
H..  excur.,on.  to  Tweed.ide  during  Tem-time  were 

scribed  m  the  preceding  chapter;  but  he  departed  from 
hi.  rule  about  thi.  time  in  honor  of  the  SwS^^  Prf,^ 
who  had  exp,e.«,d  a  wi.h  to  ««  AbW^fo^ltst^  ^ 

::£rt^'mtt"ir^!i"H"s,r  ^'t^ 

tion.  which  he  di.tributed'o„l!.ra.io?  it.'r*'" 

n»cimen_that  addre..ed  to  Mr.  srott  of  oi  !f  "'"' 

To  the  Barm  of  QalathieU 

Th,  Knight  ofAhboUford  und,  greeting. 

Kovd 'of  Swl7*""'"'"'^V-  "^^"^  Gu.tavu,,  Prince 
Abbotsford  with  hi,  p,e«nce  on  Thnrr  ay^rt,  and  to 

-Scott,    r    ."r^"'"""*'— -»>•»•l-'S;^" 
S««  to  Lid,  Al»,co„_i-„i,,-^  Uu^,  ,d.  fi.  p.  75.] 
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npoM  UniiaU  thar.  for  owtaln  d«yi,  We  do  hwitily 
^on,  out  of  th.  love  »d  kindneM  which  »  ud  .h.U 
Swde  betwixt  u..  to  b.  wding  to  »  .t  tU.  oonjo"""""^ 
„d  to  repair  to  Abbotaford  with  your  Udy.  either  upon 
Thur«l.y  or  Friday,  m  may  be.t  .uit  your  »"»"»«? 
aud  plM-u«.  looking  for  no  denial  at  your  h.j.d..  Which 
bTing  oountinuio.  we  will,  with  Jl  tl»nkfub«...  return 
to  you  at  your  muieion  of  Gala.  The  hour  of  .Pl»»»n<» 
tL  five  o'clock,  we  requert  you  to  be  then  and  there 
nnneiit  ai  vou  love  the  honor  of  the  name;  and  to  ad- 
C  We«  in  the  nam.  of  God  and  St.  And^w^ 

Walt£b  Scott. 

CHTn>t][Dii»™<»' 
Wtk  Hit,  i»M. 

The  Ti.it  of  Count  Itterbuig  i«  alluded  to  in  thi.  letter 
to  the  Comet,  who  had  now  rejoined  hi.  regiment  m 
IreUnd.  It  appear,  that  on  reaching  headquarter!  he 
had  found  a  charger  hort  de  combat. 


10  WAiTEB  .cori,  aq< 


l»rH  HDMAM,  C0«K. 


Curu  Simr,  Mst  81,  182a 
Deab  Waltzb.  —  I  ancloM  the  cheque  for  the  allow- 
anoe;  pray  take  care  to  get  good  note.  "  'xclange. 
You  had  better  .peak  to  the  gentleman  whom  Lord  Shan- 
non introduced  you  to,  for,  when  bank,  take  a-breaking, 
it  Mldom  .top.  with  the  Bnit  who  go.  I  am  Ytry  wny 
for  your  low.  Yon  mu.t  be  economical  for  a  while,  and 
bring  your«U  round  again,  for  at  thi.  moment  I  cannot 
«,  w'u  a..irt  a.  I  will  do  by  and  by.  So  do  not  buy 
aavthing  but  what  you  Tieed. 

I  wa.  at  Abbotaford  for  three  day.  la.t  week,  to  re- 
ceive Count  Ittorburg,  who  reemed  very  happy  while 
with  u..  and  wa.  much  aftectod  when  he  took  his  leave. 
I  un  wrryfor  him -hi.  .ituation  is  a  very  particuUr 
one,  and  hi.  feeling,  appear  to  be  of  the  kindeet  order, 
When  he  took  Uave  of  me,  he  prewnted  me  with  a  beau 
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tlfnl  ..J,  wiUi  Jl  our  new  bUionriu  oat  on  •  fine  une. 

y^d  "tr^  ^  '^"«'"  '^  P""'"«  P^-  »°  ow  "Me 
«    '•?'"»„'•  ™*  "y  °*°'«-  o"  *•>•  oth"  Hw  Prince't 

proUbly  bo  .t  Cork.  You  wiU,  of  coum.  uk  tb. 
Count  «,d  B«on  to  n»«,  ,nd  offer  «U  civilitie.  in  your 
power,  in  wh  oh,  I  d«.  ..y,  Colonel  Murray  will  reiilv 
join.     They  intend  to  inquire  after  you. 

I  have  bought  the  knd  adjoining  to  the  Bumfoot  oot- 
tage.  »  that  we  now  march  with  the  Duke  of  Bucoleuoh 
au  tno  way  round  that  ooune.  It  coet  me  ie2800  —  but 
there  »  a  great  deal  of  valuable  Br  planting,  which  you 
may  remember;  fine  roosting  for  the  black  game.  Stir 
I  think  ,t  »  X200  too  dear,  but  Mr.  Laidlaw  thinki 
an  be  made  worth  the  money,  and  it  roundi  the  property 
off  vejy  handwmely.  You  cannot  but  remember  the 
ground;  it  lira  under  the  EUdon,  east  of  the  ChareeUw. 

Mamma,  Anne,  and  Charles  are  aU  weU.  Sophia  has 
been  compUining  of  a  return  of  her  old  sprain.  I  told 
her  Lockhart  would  return  her  on  our  hands  as  not  beini 
sound  wind  and  limb.  " 

I  beg  you  to  look  at  your  French,  and  have  it  much  at 
heart  Oat  you  should  study  Oerman.  BeUeve  me,  al- 
ways affectionately  yours, 

Walteb  Scott. 

la  May,  1820,  Scott  received  from  both  the  English 
Universities  the  highest  compliment  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  offer  him.  The  Vice-ChanceUors  of  Oxford 
«d  l-ambridge  communicated  to  him,  in  the  same  week, 
their  request  that  he  would  attend  at  the  approaching 
Jljommemorations,  and  accept  the  honorary  degree  of 
Uoctor  in  Civil  Uw.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  leave 
Scotland  again  that  season;  and  on  various  subsequent 
reaewah  of  the  same  flattering  proposition  from  either 

7'  ™  '**  prevented,  by  similar  circumstances,  from 
avaUmg  himself  of  their  distinguished  kindness. 
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In  the  course  of  a  few  months,  Scott's  family  arrange- 
ments had  undergone,  as  we  have  seen,  considerable 
alteration.  Meanwhile  he  continued  anxious  to  be  al- 
lowed to  adopt,  as  it  were,  tla  only  son  of  his  brother 
Thomas;  and  the  letter,  in  consequence  of  which  that 
promising  youth  was  at  last  committed  to  his  charge, 
contains  so  much  matter  likely  to  interest  parents  and 
guardians,  that,  though  long,  I  cannot  curtail  it. 

TO  THOMAS  SCOTT,   ESQ.,  PAYMASTER  70TH   SEOrMENT. 

Abbotsfoid,  23d  Jul;,  1820. 

Mr  DEAR  Tom,  —  YoU|r  letter  of  May,  this  day  re- 
ceived, made  me  truly  happy,  being  the  first  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you  since  our  dear  mother's  death,  and  the 
consequent  breaches  which  fate  has  made  in  our  family. 
My  own  health  continues  quite  firm,  at  no  greater  sacri- 
fice than  bidding  adieu  to  our  old  and  faithful  friend 
John  Barleycorn,  whose  life-blood  has  become  a  little 
too  heavy  for  my  stomach.  I  wrote  to  you  from  London 
concerning  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  the  King 
behaved  to  me  in  conferring  my  petit  titre,  and  also  of 
Sophia's  intended  marriage,  which  took  place  in  the  end 
of  April,  as  we  intended.  I  got  Walter's  leave  pro- 
longed, that  he  might  be  present,  and  I  assure  you,  that 
when  he  attended  the  ceremony  in  full  regimentals,  you 
have  scarce  seen  a  handsomer  young  man.  He  is  about 
six  feet  and  an  inch,  and  perfectly  well  made.  Lockhart 
seems  to  be  everything  I  could  wish,  —  and  as  they  have 
enough  to  live  easily  upon  for  the  present,  and  good  ex- 
pectations for  the  future,  life  opens  well  with  them. 
They  are  to  spend  their  vacations  in  a  nice  little  cottage, 
in  a  glen  belonging  to  this  property,  with  a  rivulet  in 
front,  and  a  grove  of  trees  on  the  east  side  to  keep  away 
the  cold  wind.  It  is  about  two  miles  distant  from  this 
house,  and  a  very  pleasant  walk  reaches  to  it  through 
my  plantations,  which  now  occupy  several  hundred  acres. 
Thus  there  will  be  space  enough  betwixt  the  old  man  of 
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Utters  and  the  young  one.  Charles's  destination  to  In- 
dia  IS  adjourned  tiU  he  reaches  the  proper  age:  it  seems 
he  cannot  hold  a  Writership  untU  he  is  sixteen  years  old, 
md  then  is  admitted  to  study  for  two  years  at  Hertford 

After  my  own  sons,  my  most  earnest  and  anxious  wish 
wiU  be,  of  course,  for  yours,  —and  with  this  view  I  have 
pondered  weU  what  you  say  on  the  subject  of  your  Wal- 
ter;  and  whatever  line  of  life  you  may  design  him  for, 
It  IS  scarce  possible  but  that  I  can  be  of  considerable  use 
to  hmi.     Before  fixing,  however,  on  a  point  so  very  im- 
portant,  I  would  have  you  consult  the  nature  of  the  boy 
himself.     I  do  not  mean  by  this  that  you  should  ask  his 
opmion,  because  at  so  early  an  age  a  well  bred  up  chUd 
naturally  takes  up  what  is  suggested  to  him  by  his  par- 
ents; but  I  think  you  should  consider,  with  as  much 
unpartiahty  as  a  parent  can,  his  temper,  disposition,  and 
quahties  of  mind  and  body.     It  is  not  enough  that  you 
tiink  there  is  an  opening  for  him  in  one  profession 
rather  than  another,  —for  it  were  better  t»  sacrifice  the 
fairest  prospects  of  that  kind  than  to  put  a  boy  into  a 
Ime  of  hfe  for  which  he  is  not  calculated.    If  my  nephew 
IS  steady,  cautious,  fond  of  a  sedentary  life  and  quiet  pur- 
suits,  and  at  the  same  time  a  proficient  in  arithmetic, 
and  with  a  disposition  t»wards  the  prosecution  of  its 
highest  branches,  he  cannot  follow  a  better  line  than 
that  of  an  accountant.     It  is  highly  respectable  —  and 
IS  one  m  which,  with  attention  and  skUl,  aided  by  such 
opportunities  as  I  may  be  able  to  procure  for  him,  he 
must  ultimately  succeed.    I  say  ultimately  —  because  the 
hMvest  IS  smaU  and  the  laborers  numerous  in  this  as  in 
other  branches  of  our  legal  practice;  and  whoever  is  to 
dedicate  himself  t»  them,  must  look  for  a  long  and  labo- 
nous  tract  of  attention  ere  he  reaches  the  reward  of  his 
J     ■  J^  ^  ''™'  ''°™™''>  I  *«U  do  all  I  can  for  him, 
snd  see  him  put  under  a  proper  person,  taking  his  'pren- 
tice fee,  etc.,  upon  myself.     But  if,  which  may  possibly 
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be  the  case,  the  lad  haa  a  decided  turn  for  active  life  and 
adventuie,  is  high-spirited,  and  impatient  of  long  and 
diy  labor,  with  some  of  those  feelings  not  unlikely  to  re- 
sult from  having  lived  all  his  life  in  a  camp  or  a  bar- 
rack, do  not  deceive  yourself,  my  dear  brother  —  yon 
will  never  make  him  an  accountant;  you  will  never  be 
able  to  convert  such  a  sword  into  a  pruning-hook,  merely 
because  you  think  a  pruning-hook  the  better  thing  of  the 
two.  In  this  supposed  case,  your  authority  and  my  re- 
commendation might  put  him  into  an  accountant's  office ; 
but  it  would  be  just  to  waste  the  earlier  years  of  his  life 
in  idleness,  with  all  the  temptations  to  dissipation  which 
idleness  gives  way  to;  and  what  sort  of  a  place  a  writing- 
chamber  is,  you  cannot  but  remember.  So  years  might 
wear  away,  and  at  last  the  youth  starts  off  from  his  pro- 
fession, and  becomes  an  adventurer  too  late  in  life,  and 
with  the  disadvantage,  perhaps,  of  offended  friends  and 
advanced  age  standing  in  the  way  of  his  future  prospects. 
This  is  what  I  have  judged  fittest  in  my  own  family, 
for  Walter  would  have  gone  to  the  Bar  had  I  liked;  but 
I  was  sensible  (with  no  small  reluctance  did  I  admit  the 
conviction)  that  I  shcild  only  spoil  an  excellent  soldier 
to  make  a  poor  and  undistinguished  gownsman.  On  the 
same  principle  I  shall  send  Charles  to  India,  —  not,  God 
knows,  with  my  will,  for  there  is  little  chance  of  my 
living  to  see  him  return;  but  merely  that,  judging  by 
his  disposition,  I  think  the  voyage  of  his  life  might  be 
otherwise  lost  in  shallows.  He  has  excellent  parts,  but 
they  are  better  calculated  for  intercourse  with  the  world 
than  for  hard  and  patient  study.  Having  thus  sent  one 
son  abroad  from  my  family,  and  being  about  to  send  off 
the  other  in  due  time,  you  will  not,  I  am  sure,  think  that 
I  can  mean  disregard  to  your  parental  feelings  in  stating 
what  I  can  do  for  your  Walter.  Should  his  temper  and 
character  incline  for  active  life,  I  think  I  can  promise  to 
get  him  a  cadetship  in  the  East  India  Company's  service; 
BO  soon  as  he  has  had  the  necessary  education,  I  will  be 
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St  the  expense  of  his  equipment  and  passage-money;  and 
when  he  reaches  India,  there  he  is  completely  provided, 
secure  of  a  competence  if  he  lives,  and  with  great  chance 
of  a  fortune  if  he  thrives.  I  am  aware  this  would  be  a 
hard  pull  at  Mrs.  Scott's  feelings  and  yours;  but  recol- 
lect, your  fortune  is  small,  and  the  demands  on  it  numer- 
ous, and  pagodas  and  rupees  are  no  bad  things.  I  can 
get  Walter  the  first  introductions,  and  if  he  behaves  him- 
self as  becomes  your  son,  and  my  nephew,  I  have  friends 
enough  in  India,  and  of  the  highest  class,  to  insure  his 
success,  even  his  rapid  success  —  always  supposing  my 
recommendations  to  be  seconded  by  his  own  conduct.  If, 
therefore,  the  youth  has  anything  of  your  own  spirit,  for 
God's  sake  do  not  condemn  him  to  a  drudgery  which  he 
will  never  submit  to  —  and  remember,  to  sacrifice  his 
fortune  to  your  fondness  will  be  sadly  mistaken  affection. 
As  matters  stand,  unhappily  you  must  be  separated;  and 
considering  the  advantages  of  India,  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  distance  is  completely  counterbalanced.  Health 
is^  what  will  naturally  occur  to  Mrs.  Scott;  but  the 
climate  of  India  is  now  well  understood,  and  those  who 
attend  to  ordinary  precautions  live  as  healthy  as  in  Brit- 
ain. And  so  I  have  said  my  say.  Most  heartily  will 
I  do  my  best  in  any  way  you  may  ultimately  decide  for; 
and  as  the  decision  really  ought  to  turn  on  the  boy's 
temper  and  disposition,  you  must  be  a  better  judge  by 
far  than  any  one  else.  But  if  he  should  resemble  his 
father  and  uncle  in  certain  indolent  habits,  I  fear  he  will 
make  a  better  subject  for  an  animating  life  of  enterprise 
than  for  the  technical  labor  of  an  accountant's  desk. 
There  is  no  occasion,  fortunately,  for  forming  any  hasty 
resolution.  When  you  send  him  here,  I  will  do  all  that 
is  in  my  power  to  stand  in  the  place  of  a  father  to  him, 
and  you  may  fully  rely  on  my  care  and  tenderness.  If 
he  should  ultimately  stay  at  Edinburgh,  as  both  my  own 
boys  leave  me,  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
having  the  nearest  in  blood  after  them  with  me.     Pray 
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send  him  as  soon  as  you  can,  for  at  his  age,  and  under 
imperfect  opportimities  of  education,  he  must  have  a  good 
deal  to  make  up.  I  wish  I  could  be  of  the  same  use  to 
yon  which  I  am  sure  I  can  be  to  your  son. 

Of  public  news  I  have  little  to  send.  The  papers  will 
tell  you  the  issue  of  the  Badical  row  for  the  present. 
The  yeomanr"  behaved  most  gallantly.  There  is  in 
Edinburgh  a  squadron  as  fine  as  ours  was  —  all  young 
men,  and  zealous  soldiers.  They  made  the  western  cam- 
paign with  the  greatest  spirit,  and  had  some  hard  and 
fatiguing  duty,  long  night-marches,  surprises  of  the  en- 
emy, and  so  forth,  but  no  fight,  for  the  whole  Radical 
plot  went  to  the  devil  wheii  it  came  to  gun  and  sword. 
Scarce  any  blood  was  shed,  except  in  a  trifling  skirmish 
at  Bonnymuir,  near  Carron.  The  rebels  were  behind  a 
wall,  and  fired  on  ten  hussars  and  as  many  yeomen  — 
the  latter  under  command  of  a  son  of  James  Davidson, 
W.  S.  The  cavalry  cleared  the  wall,  and  made  them 
prisoners  to  a  man.  The  Commission  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner is  now  busy  trying  them  and  others.  The  Edin- 
burgh young  men  showed  great  spirit;  all  took  arms, 
and  my  daughters  say  (1  was  in  London  at  the  time)  that 
not  a  feasible-looking  beau  was  to  be  had  for  love  or 
money.  Several  were  like  old  Beardie;  they  would  not 
shave  their  moustaches  till  the  Badicals  were  put  down, 
and  returned  with  most  awful  whiskers.  Lockhart  is 
one  of  the  cavalry,  and  a  very  good  trooper.  It  is  high 
to  hear  these  young  fellows  talk  of  the  Baid  of  Airdrie, 
the  trot  of  Kilmarnock,  and  so  on,  like  so  many  moss- 
troopers. 

The  Queen  is  making  an  awful  bustle,  and  though  by 
all  accounts  her  conduct  has  been  most  abandoned  and 
beastly,  she  has  got  the  whole  mob  for  her  partisans, 
who  call  her  injured  innocence,  and  what  not.  She  has 
courage  enough  to  dare  the  worst,  and  a  most  decided 
desire  to  be  revenged  of  him,  which,  by  the  way,  can 
scarce  be  wondered  at.     If  she  had  as  many  followers  of 
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high  as  of  low  degree  (in  proportion),  and  funds  to  equip 
them,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  her  fat  bottom  in 
a  pair  of  buckskins,  and  at  the  head  of  an  army  — God 
mend  aU.  The  things  said  of  her  are  beyond  aU  usual 
profligacy.  Nobody  of  any  fashion  visits  her.  I  think 
myself  monstrously  well  clear  of  London  and  its  in- 
trigiies,  when  I  look  round  my  green  fields,  and  leooUect 
1  have  little  to  do,  but  to 

"  nuke  my  gTsH  mow, 

Aod  my  apple-tree  grow." 

I  beg  my  kind  love  to  Mrs.  Huxley.  I  have  a  very 
acceptable  letter  from  her,  and  I  trust  to  retain  the  place 
she  promises  me  in  her  remembrance.  Sophia  wiU  be 
happy  to  hear  from  Uncle  Tom,  wh.-n  Uncle  Tom  has  so 
much  leisure.  My  best  complimp-  ts  attend  your  wife 
and  daughters,  not  forgetting  Major  Huxley  and  Walter. 
My  dear  Tom,  it  will  be  a  happy  moment  when  cireum- 
stanoes  shall  permit  us  a  meeting  on  this  side  Jordan,  as 
Tabitha  says,  to  talk  over  old  stories,  and  lay  new  pUns. 
So  many  things  have  faUen  out  which  I  had  set  my  heart 
upon  strongly,  that  I  trust  this  may  happen  amongst 
others.  —Believe  me,  yours  very  affectionately, 

Walter  Scott.' 

>  Here  ended  Vol  IV.  of  the  Origisil  Dditkm.  —  (18S8.) 
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BDNT.  —  THE  KIBN,  ETC. 

1820 

About  the  middle  of  August,  my  wife  and  I  went  to 
Abbotsford;  and  we  remained  there  for  several  weeks, 
during  which  I  became  familiarized  to  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
mode  of  existence  in  the  country.  It  was  necessary  to 
observe  it,  day  after  day,  for  a  considerable  period,  before 
one  could  believe  that  such  was,  during  nearly  half  the 
year,  the  routine  of  life  with  the  most  productive  author 
of  his  age.  The  humblest  person  who  stayed  merely  for 
a  short  visit,  must  have  departed  with  the  impression 
that  what  he  witnessed  was  an  occasional  variety;  that 
Scott's  coxirtesy  p'}mpted  him  to  break  in  upon  his 
habits  when  he  had  a  Su anger  to  amuse;  but  that  it  was 
physically  impossible  that  the  man  who  was  writing  the 
Waverley  romances  at  the  rate  of  nearly  twelve  volumes 
in  the  year,  could  continue,  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  to  devote  all  but  a  hardly  perceptible  frac- 
tion of  his  mornings  to  out-of-doors  occupations,  and 
the  whole  of  his  evenings  to  the  entertainment  of  a  con- 
stantly varying  cirele  of  guests. 

The  hospitality  of  his  afternoons  must  alone  have  been 
enough  to  exhaust  the  energies  of  almost  any  man;  for 
his  visitors  did  not  mean,  like  th>  3e  of  oountiy-houses  in 
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general,  to  enjoy  the  landlord's  good  cheer  and  annua 
each  other;  but  the  far  greater  proportion  arrived  from 
•  diatance,  for  the  sole  sake  of  the  Poet  and  Novelist 
himself,  whose  person  they  had  never  before  seen,  and 
whose  "Dice  they  might  never  again  have  any  opportunity 
of  hearing.  No  other  villa  in  Europe  was  ever  resorted 
to  from  the  same  motives,  and  to  anything  like  the  same 
extent,  except  Femey;  and  Voltaire  never  dreamt  of 
being  visible  to  his  hunters,  except  for  a  brief  space  of 
the  day;  —few  of  them  even  dined  with  him,  and  none 
of  them  seem  to  Have  slept  under  his  roof.  Scott's  estab- 
lishment, on  the  contrary,  resembled  in  every  particular 
that  of  the  affluent  idler,  who,  because  he  has  inherited, 
or  would  fain  transmit,  political  influence  in  some  pro- 
vince, keeps  open  house  —  receives  as  many  as  he  has 
room  for,  and  sees  their  apartments  occupied,  as  soon  as 
they  vacate  them,  by  another  troop  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. Even  on  gentlemen  guiltless  of  inkshed,  the  exer- 
cise of  hospitality  upon  this  sort  of  scale  is  found  to 
impose^  a  heavy  tax;  few  of  them,  nowadays,  think  of 
maintaining  it  for  any  large  portion  of  the  year:  very 
few  indeed  below  the  highest  rank  of  the  nobility — in 
whose  case  there  is  usually  a  staff  of  led-captains,  led- 
chaplains,  servile  dandies,  and  semi-professional  talkers 
and  jokers  from  London,  to  take  the  chief  part  of  the 
burden.  Now,  Scott  had  often  in  his  month  the  pithy 
venea, — 

"  CoDTenation  is  but  oarring :  — 
Give  no  mora  to  OTery  ffO'Xt, 
Than  he  'a  abit  to  digost ; 
Give  him  alwayi  of  th«  prime, 
And  bat  little  at  a  time ; 
Carre  to  all  bnt  jost  enoogb, 
Let  them  neither  itarre  nor  i tuff. 
And  that  you  nuy  have  j/our  due. 
Let  yaw  neighbore  carve  for  gov  :  "  — 

and  he,  in  bis  own  familiar  circle  always,  and  in  other 
circles  where  it  was  possible,  furnished  a  happy  exempli- 
fication of  these  rules  and  regolations  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
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Patrick'!.  But  the  uune  lense  and  benevolence  wWch 
dictated  adhesion  to  them  among  hie  old  friendi  and  ac- 
quaintance, rendered  it  neoeuary  to  break  them  when 
he  wa»  receiving  strangers  of  the  class  I  have  described 
above  at  Abbotsford:  he  felt  that  their  coming  was  the 
best  homage  they  could  pay  to  his  celebrity,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  as  uncourteous  in  him  not  to  give  them 
their  fill  of  his  talk,  as  it  would  be  in  your  every-day 
lord  of  manors  to  make  his  casual  guests  welcome  indeed 
to  his  venison,  but  keep  his  grouse-shooting  for  his  im- 
mediate allies  and  dependents. 

Every  now  and  then  he  received  some  stranger  who 
was  not  indisposed  to  take  tis  part  in  the  carving  ;  and 
how  good-humoredly  he  surrendered  the  lion's  share  to 
any  one  that  seemed  to  covet  it  — with  what  perfect 
placidity  he  submitted  to  be  bored  even  by  bores  of  the 
first  water,  must  have  excited  the  admiration  of  many 
besides  the  daily  observers  of  his  proceedings.     I  have 
heard  a  spruce  Senior  Wrangler  lecture  him  for  half  an 
evening  on  the  niceties  of  the  Greek  epigram;  I  have 
heard  the  poorest  of  all  parliamentary  blunderers  try  to 
detail  to  him  the  pro»  and  cobs  of  what  he  called  the 
Truck  Syttem ;  and  in  either  case  the  same  bland  eye 
watched  the  lips  of  the  tormentor.     But,  with  such  ludi- 
crous exceptions,  Scott  was  the  one  object  of  the  Abbots- 
ford  pilgrims;   and  evening  followed  evening  only  to 
show  him  exerting,  for  their  amusement,  more  of  animal 
spirits,  to  say  nothing  of  intellectual  vigor,  than  would 
have  been  considered  by  any  other  man  in  the  company 
as  sufficient  for  the  whole  expenditure  of  a  week's  exist- 
ence.   Yet  this  was  not  the  chief  marvel;  he  talked  of 
things  that  interested  himself,  because  he  knew  that  by 
doing  so  he  should  give  most  pleasure  to  his  guests.    But 
how  vast  was  the  range  of  subjects  on  which  he  could 
talk  with  unaffected  zeal;  and  with  what  admirabk  deli- 
cacy of  instinctive  politeness  did  he  select  his  topic  ac- 
cording to  the  peculiar  history,  study,  pursuits,  or  social 
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h.bito  of  the  Btrangerl-How  beautifully  ho  varied  hi, 
.^le  of  le  to,.writing,  «»ordiug  to  the  oh.r,^r.„d 
..tuation  of  hi.  multifariou.  oom.pondent.?X  ^„ 
h«M.lre«iy  been  enabled  to  judge;  W  to  caW^e^e 
^m  into  pracfoe  a<  ,iyA,_to  nu^agTuLr  .Z! 

f«h.on,  and  wth  the  wme  effect -called  for  a  quick- 
new  of  obwrvafon,  and  fertility  of  resource,  .uehl,  no 
dewription  can  convey  the  .lighteat  notion  of  to  thoM 
who  never  w.tneswd  the  thing  for  themselves.     And  idl 

rf  what  ,.  called  oa<cAi«<,  the  tone  of  the  p;r«,n  oZ 

ZZT  T-  ^"°"  *^^  ^  '^^i""'  on  .hich  Se 
thought  such  a  man  or  woman  would  like  best  to  hear 

Ltt'fl^  T.  completely,  and  most  simply  hi.  own' 
-not  to  flatter  them  by  embeUishing,  with  the  inurtr.^ 
taon  of  hi.  p,niu,,  the  views  and  opinions  which  they 
were_  ™ppo«Kl  to  entertain,  -  but  to  let  his  geniu.  play 
out  Its  own  var.at.on.,  for  his  own  delight  and  theirs,  Z 
freely  and  ea».ly,  and  with  a.  endless  a  multiplicity  of 

Moart  could  flmg  over  the  few  primitive  notes  of  a  vU- 
lage  a.r.  -  ■•» 

It  is  the  custom  in  «)me,  perhaps  in  many  oountry- 
«Z^d  .w""  \^^"'I "/  *■"  P-O'to.  and  I  Have  often 
7v^^  ?°""°«  "'  "■*  "'*  ™  ^^r  attempted  at 
Abbotsford  It  would  have  been  a  curious  record  1 
especally  dm  contrived  (as  I  have  seen  done)  that 
the  mime,  of  each  day  should,  by  their  arrangement  on 
the  page,  .nd.cato  tie  exact  order  in  which  the  company 

to  affirm    that  S.r  Walter  Scott  entertained,  under  his 

When  h.s  pro,per.ty  was  at  its  height,  as  many  perwn, 
0^  dj,tmction  in  rank,  in  politics.  In 'art,  inTte»Z 
and  m  wience,  a,  the  mo,t  princely  nobleman  of  his  ag^ 


s. 


176 


SIR  WALTER  SCOTT         mt.  49 


em  did  in  the  liln  ■pu*  of  time.  —  I  tarned  orer,  linoe 
I  wrote  the  pnoeding  ientenoe,  Mr.  Lodge'i  oompendium 
of  the  Britiili  Peerege,  ud  on  nmuning  up  ti»  titlee 
which  luggeated  to  myi^  wme  reminiioenae  of  thii 
lund,  I  found  them  nearly  h  one  out  of  lix.  —  I  fancy 
it  ii  not  beyond  tlie  mark  to  add,  that  of  the  eminent 
foreigners  who  viiited  our  island  within  thii  period, 
a  moiety  croued  the  Channel  mainly  in  ooniequence  of 
the  interest  with  which  hie  writing!  had  invested  Scot- 
land—  and  that  the  hope  of  beholding  the  man  under 
hit  own  roof  was  the  crowning  motive  with  half  that 
moiety.  As  for  countrymen  of  his  own,  like  him  en- 
nobled, in  the  higher  sens^  of  that  word,  by  the  display 
of  their  intellectual  energies,  if  any  one  such  contem- 
porary can  be  pointed  out  as  having  crossed  the  Tweed, 
and  yet  not  spent  a  day  at  Abbotsford,  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  Sir  Walter  was  familiarly 
known,  long  before  the  days  I  am  speaking  of,  to  almost 
all  the  nobility  and  higher  gentry  of  Scotland ;  and  con- 
sequeuCy,  that  there  seldom  wanted  a  fair  proportion  of 
them  to  assist  him  in  doing  the  honors  of  his  country. 
It  is  still  more  superfluous  to  say  so  respecting  the  heads 
of  his  own  profession  at  Edinburgh:  Sibi  et  amieii  — 
Abbotsford  was  their  villa  whenever  they  pleased  to 
resort  to  it,  and  few  of  them  were  ever  absent  from  it 
long.  He  lived  meanwhile  in  a  constant  interohange  of 
easy  visits  with  the  gentlemen's  families  of  Teviotdale 
and  the  Forest;  so  that,  mixed  up  with  his  superfine 
admirers  of  the  Mayfair  breed,  his  staring  worshippers 
from  foreign  parts,  and  his  quick-witted  coevals  of  the 
Parliament  House  —  there  was  found  generally  some 
hearty  homespun  laird,  with  his  dame  —  the  young  laird, 
a  bashful  bumpkin,  perhap,  whose  ideas  did  not  soar 
beyond  his  gun  and  pointer  —  or  perhaps  a  little  pseudo- 
duidy,  for  whom  the  Kelso  race-course  and  the  Jedburgh 
ball  were  "Life,"  and  "the  WorU;"  and  not  forgetting 


i8ao  AUTUMN  AT  ABBOTSFORD  ,77 
•  bnoe  of  "MiM  lUwboU,."  >  in  whom,  u  their  m>mm. 
prop.ortio.toi.  «,m<,  of  Si,  WJtarT;<^g  w.^™ 

lUoIror  or  .  D,e  Vernon.  To  oomploto  the  o«a  ^ 
*«fa.  we  murt  rememl,.r  th.t  no  old  «q.„i„t^^ 
f«na,  oonn«,tion..  howerer  r«not.  the-WctL^Uon 

tight  of.  He  h«l  »me,  even  neu  reUtioni!  who  exoent 
when  tiey  vWt«l  him.  rarely,  if  ever,  found  i^iS 

™«r*r^  •"'•^■vely  u  «ctoy.  The«  were  weloo™ 
gae.t.,  let  who  might  be  under  that  iwf ;  and  it  wm  Z 
«me  wuh  m«,y  a  worthy  citi«n  of  Edlnbu^fh,  rbita! 
»Uy  mov,ng  „  the  ob«u«»t  of  circle.,  who  hkTC 
u.  the  «tme  ch«  with  Scott  at  the  High  SchooTor  hi 
feUow-apprentioe  when  he  wa,  proud  of  ean.ing  W 
I«ic  a  page  by  the  u,e  of  hi.  pen.  To  dweU  on  no^g 
W  Z"  '""'y.»  »»»°'»»1  perfection  of  real  uniTeni 
haminity  and  pohtenew.  that  could  enable  thi.  great  and 
good  man  to  blend  gue.t.  h>  multifariou.  in  one  gnmp 
jmd  contriTe  to  make  them  aU  equally  happy  with  hi.;; 
with  themrelve..  and  with  each  other. 
I  rememborwying  to  William  Allan  one  morning  a. 

&.t,  "A  faithful  Aetch  of  what  you  at  thi.  moment 
Z- 7.^  7°"  mt»re.ting  a  hundred  year,  hence. 

^  the  gnmde.t  «,.called  hi.torical  picture  tjiat  you 
ll^'''\t'^'^'^  "  8omerMtHou»,"  «.d  my  friLd 
^  With  ^,  «,  cordially,  that  I  often  wonderid  after- 
ward,  he  had  not  attempted  to  realize  the  .nggeation. 
n«  subject  ought,  however,  to  have  been  trea^oon- 
^tly  by  h.m  (or  Wilkie)  «,d  Edwin  Land»er.  It 
wa.  a  clear,  bnght  September  morning,  with  a  rfiarpneM 

'  "  Thm  „M  th.  d.  Mta  lUwbold.  -  prettT  dMi,  I 
A**  on  s  omiTnt  thai  a  oonuwt" 
TOL.TT  fti"  Juan,  oaato  alii.  rt.  86. 
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in  tht  air  that  donblid  the  uimating  influraoe  of  th* 
imuhina,  and  aU  wai  in  nadinwi  for  a  grand  conning- 
mateh  on  Newarli  HiU.    Tha  only  guett  wlio  had  obalkad 
out  otbar  iport  for  hinuaU  wai  tho  itanobMt  of  angina, 
Mr.  Bom;  — but  ha,  too,  was  thare  on  hit  ihdty,  armed 
with  hii  sabnon-rod  and  htnding-net,  and  attended  by  hii 
humoroui  iquire  Hinree,  and  Charlie  Purdie,  a  brother 
of  Tom,  in  thow  dayi  the  most  celebrated  flsherman  ol 
the  district.     This  little  group  of  Waltonians,  bound  for 
Lord  SomerriUe's  preserre,  remained  lounging  about  to 
witness  the  start  of  the  main  cavalcade.     Sir  Walter, 
mounted  on  Sibyl,  was  marshalling  the  order  of  proces- 
sion with  a  huge  hunting-whip;  and  among  a  dosen  frol- 
icsome yov.ths  and  maidens,  who  seemed  disposed  to 
laugh  at  all  discipline,  appeared,  each  on  horseback,  eadi 
as  eager  as  the  youngest  sportsman  in  the  troop.  Sir 
Humphry  Davy,  Di.  WoUaston,  and  the  patriarch  of 
Scottish  belles-lettres,  Henry  Mmkeniie.     The  Man  of 
Feeling,  however,  was  persuaded  with  some  difficulty  to 
resign  his  steed  for  the  present  to  his  faithful  negro  fol- 
lower, and  to  join  Lady  Scott  in  the  sociable,  until  we 
should  reach  the  ground  of  our  buttnc.     laidbiw,  on  a 
long-tailed  wiry  Highlander,  yclept  Ilodd'm  Grey,  which 
oarried  him  nimbly  and  stoutly,  although  his  feet  almost 
touched  the  ground  as  he  sat,  was  the  adjutant.     But 
the  most  picturesque  figure  was  the  illustrious  inventor 
of  the  safety-lamp.     He  had  come  for  his  favorite  sport 
of  angling,  and  had  been  practising  it  successfully  with 
Bose,  his  travelling  companion,  for  two  or  three  days 
preceding  this,  but  he  had  not  prepared  for  coursing 
fields,  or  had  left  Charlie  Purdie's  troop  for  Sir  Walter's 
on  a  sudden  thought;  and  his  fisherms-'s  costume— s 
brown  hat  with  flexible  brims,  surroundt  1  with  line  upon 
line,  and  innumerable  fly  hooks  —  jack-boota  worthy  of 
a  Dutch  smuggler,  and  a  fustian  surtout  dabbled  with 
the  blood  of  siUmon,  made  a  fine  contrast  with  the  smart 
jackets,  whit»-oord  breeches,  and  well-polished  jockey- 
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«x^ye„„,h..,g,,  ,ith„hi^h.^  turned  ..pwU^Zt 

^lute  .devote,  «  the  g,y  C.ptain  of  H„„tly  Bu™ 
Tom  Purdie  and  hi.  .ubaltem,  hod  preceded  a.  hv  .  » 
J?"  *;"','J1 'he  greyhound,  th^f  St  Z^Z 
Abbot.fordD.rnck,  and  Melrow,  but  the  ZHlaid. 

•bo^^S.byI  Grey,  b«k.ng  for  mere  joy  Uke  ,  .p.„iel 

bJlTJ'ttlTr''  ^  ""  "  ■"  •*"'«'•  "«'  «»  •««»• 

n.tl,r.  .I.-  1  .1. '        '^         '"*''*  looked  round,  and  I 

W    L    :L„^"  '"*  '■  "J"""  "'«'"«••  .n.Ue  ujon 
.LT^:  '"'  P«"»i''«d  .  little  blMk  pig  fri,kin,r 

™.iS*rY-      I.       *'^-     H"  ^0^  to  look  stem    and 

fn,r„r.   .  ^  .'^.*  6*"""'  «''««"•     P««>-  pirn  «»n 

^  m^W       i™"'v  "''"''"S    *^    "**««'.    repeated 
^^a  mook  patho.  the  flr.t  verse  of  an  old  pTto™! 

"  \ntt  viU  1  do  (in  my  lio(ji,2  di.  f 
"T  joy,  my  prido.  my  hoggie  I 
My  only  bowt,  I  had  nu  mM, 
And  wow  1  bnt  I  wM  ro(i«  I  " 

-iSSiS]^"^  ^°^"'  *•  ^a^k"!  phyiolotK  .h«ni«, 
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—the  cheers  were  redoubled  —  and  the  squadron  mored 
on. 

This  pig  had  taken  —  nobody  could  tell  how  —  a  most 
sentimental  attachment    to  Scott,   and  was  constantly 
urgini;  its  pretensions  to  be  admitted  a  regular  member 
of  his  taU  along  with  the  greyhounds  and  terriers;  bat, 
indeed,  I  remember  him  suffering  another  summer  under 
the  same  sort  of  pertinacity  on  the  part  of  an  affectionate 
hen.     I  leave  the  explanation  for   philosophers— but 
such  were  the  facts.     I  have  too  much  respect  for  the 
vulgarly  calumniated  donkey  to  name  him  in  the  same 
category  of  pets  with  the  pig  and  the  hen;  but  a  year 
or  two  after  this  time,  my  wife  used  to  drive  a  couple  of 
these  animals  in  a  little  garden  chair,  and  whenever  her 
father  appeared  at  the  door  of  our  cottage,  we  were  sure 
to  see  Hannah  More  and  Lady  Morgan  (as  Anne  Scott 
had  wickedly  christened  them)  trotting  from  their  pasture 
to  lay  their  noses  over  the  paling,  and,  as  Washington 
Irving  says  of  the  old  white-haired  hedger  with  the  Pari- 
sian snuff-box,  "to  have  a  pleasant  crack  wi'  the  laird." 
But  to  return  to  our  chasae.    On  reaching  Newark 
Castle,  we  found  Lady  Scott,  her  eldest  daughter,  and 
the  venerable  Mackenzie,  all  busily  engaged  in  unpack- 
ing a  basket  that  had  been  placed  in  their  carriage,  and 
arranging  the  luncheon   it  contained  upon  the  mossy 
rocks  overhanging  the  bed  of  the  Yarrow.     When  such 
of  the  company  as  chose  had  partaken  of  this  refection, 
the  Man  of  Feeling  resumed  his  pony,  and  all  ascended 
the  mountain,  duly  marshalled  at  proper  distances,  so  as 
to  beat  in  a  broad  line  over  the  heather.  Sir  Walter 
directing  the  movement  from  the  right  wing— towards 
Blackandro.     Davy,  next  to  whom  I  chanced  to  be  rid- 

» \mt  line  of  shepherda.    Mr.  ChsrlM  Umlj,  liomTsr,  in  ou  of  lui  Ki- 
u  jta  luggMta  Uiis  pretty  origin  of  hit  "  FiimUy  NnnM : "  — 
"  F«Tb«|w  Kmie  ibepbeid  on  Linoolnian  pliliu. 

In  autnnen  gullelaaa  M  hie  own  awMt  flocks, 

BeoeiTod  it  ftnt  amid  Um  morrj  mooka 

And  arch  aUuiau  fli  U«  laUow  awalni." 
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W^  w  Z?  ''""'  *^  '«™  '*•  "•  experienced 
hand,  but  cracked  many  a  joke,  too,  upon  hi,  o™  jack- 
boots,  and  .unreying  the  long  eager  battalion  of  bush- 
ranger.,  exclaimed,  "Good  heavens!  is  it  thus  tiat  I 
™it  tte  scenery  of  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel?  "  He 
ften  kept  muttering  U,  himself,  as  his  glowing  eye  (the 
finest  and  brightest  that  I  ever  saw)  ran  ove?  the  liid- 

^Ae  u'--  """^  """"'""^  ^^^  *™"  ""  Condu,ion 

_.  — "Butiim, 

Wnm  niiDmer  imiled  on  iwMt  Bowhill, 
And  Jnly'i  eve,  with  balmy  breath, 
Waved  the  blue-belle  on  Nevark  heath, 
When  throatlei  jnng  in  Hareheadahair, 
And  corn  waa  green  on  Carterhangh, 
And  flonriahed,  bn»d.  Blaokandni'a  oak, 
The  aged  harper'a  aool  awoke,"  etc. 

Mackenzie,  spectacled  though  he  was,  saw  tie  first  sitting 
tore,  g^ve  the  word  to  slip  the  dogs,  and  spurred  after 
them  like  a  boy.     AU  the  seniors,  indeed,  did  weU  as 
long  OH  the  course  was  upwards,  but  wheL  puss  took 
down  the  declivity,  they  halted  and  breathed  themselves 
upon  tie  knoll  — cheering  gayly,  however,  the  youne 
people,  who  dashed  at  fuU  speed  past  and  below  them! 
toursing  on  such  a  mountain  is  not  like  the  same  sport 
over  a  set  of  fine  English  pastures.     There  were  gulfs 
to  be  avoided  and  bogs  enough  to  be  threaded  —  many 
a  stiff  nag  stuck  fast-many  a  bold  rider  measured  his 
length  among  the  peat-hags  -  and  another  stranger  to 
the  ground  besides  Davy  plunged    neck-deep    int»    a 
treacherous  well-head,  which,  till  they  were  floundering 
m  It,  had  borne  aU  the  appearance  of  a  piece  of  delicate 
green  turf.     When  Sir  Humphry  emerged  from  his  in- 
voluntary  bath,  his  habiliments  garnished  with  mud, 
wime,  and  mangled  water-cresses.  Sir  Walter  received 
tam  with  a  triumphant  emore  I    But  the  philosopher  had 
tas  revenge,  for  joining  soon  afterwards  in  a  brisk  gallop, 
Scott  put  Sibyl  Grey  to  a  leap  beyond  her  prowew,  and 
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lay  humbled  in  the  ditch,  while  Davy,  who  was  better 
mounted,  cleared  it  and  him  at  a  bound.  Happily  there 
was  little  damage  done  —  but  no  one  was  sorry  that  the 
sociable  had  been  detained  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

I  have  seen  Sir  Humphry  in  many  places,  and  in  com- 
pany of  many  different  descriptions;  but  never  to  such 
advantage  as  at  Abbotsford.     His  host  and  he  delighted 
in  each  other,  and  the  modesty  of  their  mutual  admira- 
tion was  a  memorable  spectacle.     Davy  was  by  nature 
a  poet  — and  Scott,  though  anything  but  a  philosopher 
in  the  modem  sense  of  that  term,  might,  I  think  it  very 
likely,  have  pursued  the  study  of  physical  science  with 
zeal  and  success,  had  he  'happened  to  fall  in  with  such 
an  instructor  as  Sir  Humphry  would  have  been  to  him, 
in  his  early  life.     Each  strove  to  make  the  other  talk  — 
and  they  did  so  in  turn  more  charmingly  than  I  ever 
heard  either  on  any  other  occasion  whatsoever.     Scott  in 
his  romantic  narratives  touched  a  deeper  chord  of  feeling 
than  usual,  when  he  had  such  a  listener  as  Davy;  and 
Davy,  when  induced  to  open  his  views  upon  any  question 
of  scientific  interest  in  Scott's  presence,  did  so  with  a 
degree  of  clear  energetic  eloquence,  and  with  a  flow  of 
imagery  and  iUuatration,  of  which  neither  his  habitual 
tone  of  table-talk  (least  of  all  in  London),  nor  any  of  his 
prose  writings  (except,  indeed,  the  posthumous  Consola- 
tions of  Travel)  could  suggest  an  adequate  notion.     I 
say  his  prose  writings  —  for  who  that  has  read  his  sub- 
lime quatrains  on  the  doctrine  of  Spinoza  can  doubt  that 
he  might  have  united,  if  he  had  pleased,  in  some  great 
didactic  poem,  the  vigorous  ratiocination  of  Dryden  and 
the  moral  majesty  of  Wordsworth?    I  remember  'Wil- 
liam Laidlaw  whispering  to  me,  one  night,  when  their 
"rapt  talk  "  had  kept  the  circle  round  the  fire  until  long 
after  the  usual  bedtime  of  Abbotsford:  "Gude  preserve 
us!  this  is  a  very  superior  occasion!    Eh,  sirs!"  he 
added,  cooking  his  eye  like  a  bird,  "I  wonder  if  Shake- 
speare and  Bacon  ever  met  to  screw  ilk  other  up?  " 
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Since  I  have  touched  on  the  subject  of  Sir  Walter's 
antumnal  diversions  in  these  his  later  years,  I  may  as 
well  notice  here  two  annual  festivals,  when  sport  was 
made  his  pretext  for  assembling  his  rural  neighbors  about 
him  — days  eagerly  anticipated,  and  fondly  remembered 
by  many.     One  was  a  solemn  bout  of  salmon-fishing  for 
the  neighboring  gentry  and  their  ff  lilies,   instituted 
originally,  I  believe,  by  Lord  Somerville,  but  now,  in 
his  absence,  cond    ted  and  presided  over  by  the  Sheriff 
Charles  Purdie,  already  mentioned,  had  charge  (partly 
as  lessee)  of  the  salmou-fisheries  for  three  or  four  miles 
of  the  Twe-fd,  including  aU  the  water  attached  to  the 
lands  of  Abbotsford,  Gala,  and  AUwyn;  and  this  festi- 
val  had  been  established  with  a  view,  besides  other  con- 
siderations,  of  recompensing  him  for  the  attention  he 
always  bestowed  on  any  of  the  lairds  or  their  visitors  that 
chose  to  fish,  either  from  the  banks  or  the  boat,  within 
his  jurisdiction.     His  selection  of  the  day,  and  other 
precautions,  generally  secured  an  abundance  of  sport  for 
the  great  anniversary;  and  then  the  whole  party  assem- 
bled  to  regale  on  the  newly  caught  prey,  boiled,  grilled, 
and  roasted  in  every  variety  of  preparation,  beneath  a 
grand  old  ash,  adjoining  Charlie's  cottage  at  Boldside, 
on  the  northern  margin  of  the  Tweed,  about  a  mile  above 
Abbotsford.     This  banquet  took  place  earlier  in  the  day 
or  later,  according  to  circumstances;  but  it  often  lasted 
till  the  harvest  moon  shone  on  the  lovely  scene  and  its 
revellers.     These  formed  groups  that  would  have  done 
no  discredit  to  Watteau  — and  a  still  better  hand  has 
painted  the  background  in  the  Introduction  to  The  Mon- 
astery: "On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Tweed  might  be 
seen  the  remains  of  ancient  enclosures,  surrounded  by 
sycamores  and  ash-trees  of  considerable  size.     These  had 
once  formed  the  crofts  or  arable  ground  of  a  village,  now 
reduced  to  a  single  hut,  the  abode  of  a  fisherman,  who 
also  manages  a  ferry.     The  cottages,  even  the  church 
which  once  existed  there,  have  sunk  into  vestiges  hardly 
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to  be  traced  without  visiting  uiu  spot,  the  inhabitants 
having  gradually  withdrawn  to  the  more  prosperous  town 
of  Gidashiels,  which  has  risen  into  consideration  within 
two  miles  of  their  neighborhood.  Superstitious  eld, 
however,  has  tenanted  the  deserted  grove  with  aerial 
beings,  to  supply  the  want  of  the  mortal  tenants  who 
have  deserted  it.  The  ruined  and  abandoned  churchyard 
of  Boldside  has  been  long  believed  to  be  haunted  by  the 
Fairies,  and  the  deep  broad  current  of  the  Tweed,  wheel- 
ing in  moonlight  round  the  foot  of  the  steep  bank,  with 
the  number  of  trees  originally  planted  for  shelter  round 
the  fields  of  the  cottagers,  but  now  presenting  the  effect 
of  scattered  and  detached  groves,  fill  up  the  idea  which 
one  would  form  in  imagination  for  a  scene  that  Oberon 
and  Queen  Mab  might  love  to  revel  in.  There  are  even- 
ings when  the  spectator  might  believe,  with  Father 
Chaucer,  that  the 

'  Qneen  of  FiliiT, 

With  harp,  and  pipe,  and  S7mphi»7, 
Wen  dwelling  in  the  place.' " 

Sometimes  the  evening  closed  with  a  "burning  of  the 
water; "  and  then  the  Sheriff,  though  now  not  so  agile  as 
when  he  practised  that  rough  sport  in  the  early  times  of 
Ashestiel,  was  sure  to  be  one  of  the  party  in  the  boat,  — 
held  a  torch,  or  perhaps  took  the  helm,  — and  seemed  to 
enjoy  the  whole  thing  as  heartily  as  the  youngest  of  his 
company,  — 

"  *T  ia  hlithe  along  the  midnight  tide, 
With  atal'M'art  arm  the  boat  to  guide  — 
On  high  Uie  daraling  blaze  to  rear, 
And  heedful  plnnge  the  barbed  spear ; 
Roek,  wood,  and  waiir,  emerging  bright, 
Fling  on  the  etream  their  roddj  light, 
And  from  the  bank  oni  band  appean 
L^  Genii  armed  vit^  fiery  speara."  * 

The  other  "superior  occasion"  came  later  in  the  sea- 
son; the  28th  of  October,  the  birthday  of  l3ir  Walter's 
>  8m  Ptttkal  Worh,  tcL  iL  pp  384, 835  [Cambridge  Ed.  ^  467], 
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AbhoUfcTd  Hunt.  Thi.  wa,  a  oouwing-fleld  on  a  large 
scale,  mcladmg  with  as  many  of  the  young  gentay  « 
plea«d  to  attend  aU  Scotf«  per«,nal  favorit^  Zong 
tibe  yeomen  aiid  farmer,  of  the  .urrounding  country 
The  Sheriff  always  took  the  field,  but  latterly  devolved 
the  command  upon  h«  good  friend  Mr.  John  Usher,  the 
ei-la.rd  of  Toftfleld;  and  he  could  not  have  had  a  more 
skiiful  or  a  better-humored  lieutenant.  The  hunt  took 
place  either  on  the  moors  above  the  Cauldshiels  Loch,  or 
.,v,r  some  of  the  hiUs  on  the  estate  of  Gala,  and  we  had 
commonly,  ere  we  returned,  hares  enough  to  supply  the 
wJe  of  every  farmer  that  attended,  with  soup  for  a  week 

81.   T-^\J\'"''^''  *'""'  """"^  "'  Abbotsford,  the 
bheriff  m  the  chair,  Adam  Ferguson  croupier,  and  Domi- 
me  Thomson,  of  course,  chaplain.     George,  by  the  way, 
was  hmiself  an  eager  part-ker  in  the  preliminary  sport 
and  now  he  would  favor  us  with  a  grace,  in   Burns's 
phrase,     as  long  as  my  arm,"  beginning  with  thanks  to 
the  Almighty,  who  had  given  man  dominion  over  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  expatUt- 
mg  on  this  text  with  so  luoulent  a  commentary,  that 
boott,  who  had  been  fumbling  with  his  spoon  long  before 
he  reached  his  Amen,  could  not  help  exclaiming  as  he 
sat  down,  "WeU  done,  Mr.  Georgel    I  think  we 've  had 
everything  but  the  view  holla  I"    The  company,  whose 
onset  had  been  thus  deferred,  were  seldom,  I  think, 
under  t^rty  in  number,  and  sometimes  they  exceeded 
forty.     The  feast  was  such  as  suitoj  the  occasion  — a 
baron  of  beef,  roasted,  at  the  foot  of  the  table,  a  salted 
round  at  the  head,  while  tureens  of  hare-soup,  hotch- 
poteh    and  cocky-leeky,  extended  down  the  centre,  and 
such  light  articles  as  geese,  turkeys,  entire  sur'ting-pigs, 
a  singed  sheep's  head,  and  the  unfailing  haggi  ,  were  set 
forth  by  way  of  side  dishes.     Blackcock  and  moorfowl, 
«!!:•:.      /"P"'  "««*?'«'*''?•.  vhUe  pudding,,  and 
pyramids  of  pancakes,  formed  the  second  course.     Ale 
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was  the  favorite  beverage  during  dinner,  but  there  was 
plenty  of  port  and  sherry  for  those  whose  stomachs  they 
suited.  Tho  quaighs  of  Glenlivet  were  filled  brimtul, 
and  tossed  off  as  if  they  held  water.  The  wine  decanters 
made  a  few  rounds  of  the  table,  but  the  hints  for  hot 
punch  and  toddy  soon  became  clamorous.  Two  or  three 
bowls  were  introduced,  and  placed  under  the  supervision 
of  experienced  manufacturers,  —  one  of  these  being  usu- 
ally the  Ettrick  Shepherd,  —  and  then  the  business  of 
the  evening  commenced  in  good  earnest.  The  faces 
shone  and  glowed  like  those  at  Camacho's  wedding:  the 
chairman  told  his  richest  stories  of  old  rural  life.  Low- 
land or  Highland;  Fergnton  and  humbler  heroes  fought 
their  peninsular  battles  o'er  again ;  the  stalwart  Dandie 
Dinmonts  lugged  out  their  last  winter's  snowstorm,  the 
parish  scandal,  perhaps,  or  the  dexterous  bargain  of  the 
Northumberland  tn/ste ;  and  every  man  was  knocked 
down  for  the  song  that  he  sung  best,  or  took  most  plea- 
sure in  singing.  Sheriff-Substitute  Shortreed  (a  cheer- 
ful, hearty,  little  man,  with  a  sparkling  eye  and  a  most 
infectious  laugh)  gave  us  Dick  o'  the  Cow,  or  Now 
Liddesdale  has  ridden  a  Raid;  his  son  Thomas  (Sir  W-J- 
ter's  assiduous  disciple  and  assistant  in  Border  Heraldry 
and  Genealogy)  shone  without  a  rival  in  The  Douglas 
Tragedy  and  The  Twa  Corbies;  a  weather-beaten,  stiff- 
bearded  veteran,  Captain  Ormistoun,  as  he  was  oal'ed 
(though  I  doubt  if  his  rank  was  recognized  at  the  Horsi- 
Guards),  had  the  primitive  pastoral  of  Cowdenknowes  in 
sweet  perfection ;  Hogg  produced  The  Women  Folk,  or 
The  Kye  comes  Hame;  and,  in  spite  of  many  grinding 
notes,  contrived  to  maike  everybody  delighted,  whether 
with  the  fun  or  the  pathos  of  his  ballad;  the  Melrose 
doctor  sang  in  spirited  style  some  of  Moore's  master- 
pieces; a  couple  of  retired  sailors  joined  in  Bould  Admi- 
ral Duncan  upon  the  High  Sea;  —  and  the  gallant  crou- 
pier crowned  the  last  bowl  with  Ale,  good  Ale,  thou  art 
my  Darling  I    Imagine  some  smart  Parisian  savant  — 
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Mme  dreamy  pedant  of  HaUe  op  Heidelberg-a  brace 
of  rtray  young  Lord,  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  or 
perhaps  their  prim  coUege  tutors,  planted  here  and  theie 
amidst  these  rustic  wassailers  —  this  being  their  first 
vision  of  the  author  of  Marmion  and  Ivanhoe,  and  he 
appearing  as  heartily  at  home  in  the  scene  as  if  he  had 
been  a  veritable  Dandie  himself -his  face  radiant,  hi. 
laugh  gay  as  childhood,  his  chorus  always  ready.     And 
so  It  proceeded  until  some  worthy,  who  bad  fifteen  op 
twenty  miles  to  ride  home,  began  to  insinuate  that  his 
wife  and  bairns  would  be  getting  sorely  anxious  about 
the  fords,  and  the  Dumpies  and  Hoddins  were  at  last 
heard  neighing  at  the  gate,  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
hour  had  come  for  rfocA  an  dorrach  — the  stirrup-cup- 
to  wit,  a  bumper  all  round  of  the  unmitigated  mountain 
dew.     How  they  all  contrived  to  get  home  in  safety. 
Heaven  only  knows -but  I  never  heard  of  any  wrious 
accident  except  upon  one  occasion,  when  James  Uoee 
made  a  bet  at  starting  that  he  would  leap  over  his  waK 
eyed  pony  as  she  stood,  and  broke  his  nose  in  this  experi- 
mentof    o  ervaulting  ambition."    One  comely  goodwife, 
far  off  among  the  hills,  amused  Sir  Walter  by  telline 
him,  the  next  time  he  passed  her  homestead  ^ter  one 
of  these  jolly  doings,  what  her  husband's  first  words  were 
when  he  alighted  at  his  own  door:  "Ailie,  my  woman, 

T  ^  w^  Z  "f  ^^'  ""■*  "''  '^'  *«  e»"»°"y  added), 
I  wish  I  could  sleep  for  a  towmont,  for  there 's  only  m 
thing  ,n  this  warld  worth  living  for,  and  that 's  the  Ab- 
DOtsford  Hunt!" 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  President  of  the 
Bolds.de  Festival  and  the  Abbotsford  Hunt  did  not  omit 
the  good  old  custom  of  the  mm.  Every  November,  be- 
fore  quitting  the  country  for  Edinburgh,  he  gave  a  har. 
m«-Aome,  on  the  most  approved  model  of  former  days, 
TO  au  the  peasantry  on  his  estate,  their  friends  and  kin- 
1  ij  i*",*!  *%"™y  POO'  neighbors  besides  as  his  barn 
could  hold.     Here  old  and  young  danced  from  sunset  t» 
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nmrin,  —John  of  Skye'i  bagpipe  being  relieTed  »t  in- 
tervkli  by  the  violia  of  «ome  Wandering  Willie;  — and 
the  laird  and  all  hi»  family  were  present  daring  the  early 
part  of  the  evening- he  and  hii  wife  to  distribute  the 
contents  of  the  first  tub  of  whiskey-punch,  and  his  young 
people  to  take  their  due  share  in  the  endless  reels  and 
hornpipes  of  the  earthen  floor.  As  Mr.  Morritt  has  said 
of  him  as  he  appeared  at  Laird  Nippy's  kirn  of  earlier 
days,  "To  witness  the  cordiality  of  his  reception  might 
have  unbent  a  misanthrope."  He  had  his  private  joke 
for  every  old  wife  or  "gausie  carle,"  his  arch  compliment 
for  the  ear  of  every  bonny  lass,  and  his  hand  and  his 
blessing  for  ♦Se  head  of  eveiy  little  Eppie  Daidle  from 
Abbotstown  or  Broomielees. 

"The  notable  paradox,"  he  says  in  one  of  the  most 
charming  of  his  essays,  "that  the  residence  of  a  pro- 
prietor upon  his  estate  is  of  as  little  consequence  as  the 
bodily  presence  of  a  stockholder  upon  Exchange,  haF>  .e 
believe,  been  renouTowd.  At  least,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Duchess  of  SuftoU  relationship  to  her  own  child,  the 
vulgar  continue  to  ..s  of  opinion  that  there  is  some  differ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  next  hamlet  and  village,  and  even  of 
the  vicinage  in  general,  when  the  squire  spends  his  rents 
at  the  manor-house,  instead  of  cutting  a  figure  in  France 
or  Italy.  A  celebrate  politician  used  to  say  he  would 
willingly  bring  in  one  bill  to  make  poaching  felony,  an- 
other to  encourage  the  breed  of  foxes,  and  a  third  to 
revive  the  decayed  amusements  of  cock-fighting  and  bull- 
baiting— that  he  would  make,  in  short,  any  sacrifice  to 
the  humors  and  prejudices  of  the  country  gentlemen,  in 
their  most  extravagant  form,  provided  only  he  could  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  '  dwell  in  their  own  houses,  be  the 
patrons  of  their  own  tenantry,  and  the  fathers  of  their 
own  children.'"' 

>  Em>;  on  Lsndmpe  Qsideninf,  Muattammi  Fmt  Work;  toL  oi. 
P.T7. 
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1820-1821 

Ik  the  September  of  1820,  Longman,  in  conjunction 
with  Constable,  published  The  Abbot  —  the  continuation, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  The  Monastery,  of  which  I  barely 
mentioned  the  appearance  under  the  preceding  March. 
I  had  nothing  of  any  consequence  to  add  to  the  informa- 
tion which  the  subsequent  Introduction  affords  us  re- 
specting the  composition  and  fate  of  the  former  of  these 
novels.  It  was  considered  as  a  failure  —  the  first  of  the 
series  on  which  any  such  sentence  was  pronounced;  — 
nor  have  I  much  to  allege  in  favor  of  the  White  Lady 
of  Avenel,  generally  criticised  as  the  primary  blot— or 
of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  who  was  loudly,  though  not  quite 
so  generally,  condemned,  in  either  case,  considered 
separately,  he  seems  to  have  erred  from  dwelling  (in  the 
German  taste)  on  materials  that  might  have  done  very 
well  for  a  rapid  sketeh.  The  phantom,  with  whom  wo 
have  leisure  to  become  familiar,  is  sure  to  fail  — even 
the  witeh  of  Endor  is  contented  with  a  momentary 
appearance  and  five  syllables  of  the  shade  she  evokes. 
And  we-may  say  the  same  of  any  grotesque  absurdity  in 
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Iiniiuui  munen.  Soott  might  have  ooniidered  with  ad- 
Tutage  how  lightly  and  briefly  Shakeipeare  introduoei 
Am  Euphuism  —  though  actually  the  prevalent  humor  of 
(he  hour  when  he  wa«  writing.  But  perhapa  theae  orrora 
might  have  attracted  little  notice  had  the  noveliit  been 
■ttooeuful  in  finding  some  reconciling  medium  capable  of 
giving  contittenoe  and  harmony  to  hii  naturally  inoon- 
gruoui  materials.  "These,"  said  one  of  his  ablest  critics, 
"are  joined  —  but  they  refuse  to  blend.  Nothing  can  be 
more  poetical  in  conception,  and  sometimes  in  language, 
than  the  fiction  of  the  White  Maid  of  Avenel;  but  when 
this  ethereal  personage,  who  rides  on  the  cloud  which 
*  for  Araby  is  bound '  —  who  is 

*  SomitUac  iMtuMn  1iht«b  and  hall, 
SonMthiiv  *^^  neitlMr  stood  nor  fell.* 
whose  existence  is  linked  by  an  awful  and  mysterious 
destiny  to  the  fortunes  of  a  decaying  family;  when  such 
a  being  as  this  descends  to  clownish  pranks,  and  promotes 
a  u-ivolous  jest  about  a  tailor's  bodkin,  the  course  of  our 
sympathies  is  rudely  arrested,  and  we  feel  a»  if  the  author 
bad  put  upon  us  the  old-fashioned  pleasantry  of  selling 
a  bargain." ' 

The  beautiful  natural  scenery,  and  the  sterling  Scotch 
characters  and  manners  introduced  in  The  Monastery 
are,  however,  sufficient  to  redeem  even  these  mistakes; 
and,  indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  will  ulti- 
mately occupy  a  securer  place  than  some  romances  enjoy- 
ing hitherto  a  far  higher  reputation,  in  which  he  makes 
no  use  of  Scottish  materials. 

Sir  Walter  himself  thought  well  of  The  Abbot  when 
be  had  finished  it.  When  he  sent  me  a  complete  copy 
I  found  on  a  slip  of  paper  at  the  beginning  of  volume 
first,  these  two  lines  from  Tom  Crib's  Memorial  to  Con- 
gress:— 

"  Up  he  row  in  •  limit,  l»pp«d  •  toothf  ol  of  bpsady, 
Alld(oi*ag»inI— anyoddsaponSsadyl  '*  — 

1  Adolphna'i  Letter!  to  Htber,  p.  18. 
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and  whatever  ground  he  had  been  luppowd  to  Iom  in 
The  Monastery,  part  at  leaat  of  it  wa*  regained  by  thia 
tale,  and  e.pecially  by  it*  most  graceful  and  pathetic 
portraiture  of  Mary  Stuart.  "The  Ca.tle  of  Lochleven," 
•ayi  the  Chief -CommiMioner  Adam,  "i»  ae«n  at  every 
turn  from  the  northern  aide  of  Bhiir-Adam.  Thii  oaatle, 
renowned  and  attractive  above  all  the  otben  in  my  neigh- 
borhood,  became  an  object  of  much  increased  attention, 
and  a  theme  of  constant  conversation,  after  the  author 
of  Waverley  had,  by  his  inimitable  power  of  delineating 
character  — by  his  creative  poetic  fancy  in  representing 
■oenee  of  varied  interest  — and  by  the  splendor  of  his 
romantic  descriptions,  infused  a  more  diversified  and  a 
deeper  tone  of  feeling  into  the  history  of  Queen  Mary's 
captivity  and  escape." 

I  have  introduced  this  quotation  from  a  little  book 
privately  printed  for  the  amiable  Judge's  own  family 
and  familiar  friends,  because  Sir  Walter  owned  to  myself 
at  the  time,  that  the  idea  of  The  Abbot  had  arisen  in  his 
mind  during  a  visit  to  Bhir-Adam.  In  the  pages  of  the 
tale  itself,  indeed,  the  beautiful  localities  of  that  estate 
are  distinctly  mentioned,  with  an  allusion  to  the  virtues 
and  manners  that  adorn  its  mansion,  such  as  must  have 
been  intended  to  satisfy  the  possessor  (if  he  could  have 
had  any  doubts  on  the  subject)  as  to  the  authorship  of 
those  novels. 

The  Bight  Honorable  William  Adam  (who  must  par- 
don  my  mentioning  him  here  as  the  only  man  I  ever  knew 
that  rivalled  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  uniform  graoiousness 
of  bonhomie  and  gentleness  of  humor)'  was  appointed, 
in  1815,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Court  for  Jury  Trial  in 
Civil  Cases,  then  institut«d  in  Scotland,  and  he  thenoa- 
forth  spent  a  great  part  of  his  time  at  his  pat»mal  seat 
in  Kinross-shire.  Here,  about  midsummer,  1816,  he  re- 
wived  a  visit  from  his  near  relation  WiUiam  Clerk,  Adam 
Ferguson,  his  hereditary  friend  and  especial  favorite,  and 
'  Sm  aatt,  mL  T.  p.  34. 
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thtir  lifelong  Intimmte,  Soott.    Thqr  rnuioad  with  him 
for  two  or  lhn»  d«yi,  in  th«  eoorM  of  which  th^y  wtr» 
■11  w  mnoh  lUlightsd  with  their  hott,  nnd  ha  with  thun, 
thnt  it  w»»  r«iolT<d  to  rauumbU  the  p»rty,  with  •  few 
■dditioni,  kt  the  ume  leuon  of  every  following  ye«r. 
Thii  WH  the  origin  of  the  Blair-Ad«m  Club,  the  regn- 
lu  memben  of  which  were  in  number  nine;  n«mely, 
the  four  tlreedy  nuned  —  the  Chief -Commiieioner'i  Mn, 
Admiral  Sir  Chwlee  Ad»m  —  hU  eon-in-hiw,  the  kte 
Mr.  Anrtruther  Thomson  of  Charleton,  in  Fifeehire  — 
Mr.  Thomee  Thomion,  the  DeputyRegitter  of  ScotUnd 
—  hie  brother,  the  Bev.   John  ThoUHon,  miniiter  of 
Duddingiton,  who,  though  a  moet  diligent  and  affec- 
tionate p.iri«h  priest,  hai  found  leiaure  to  make  himielf 
one  of  the  flnt  matters  of  the  British  School  of  Land- 
scape Painting  — and  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Samuel  Shep- 
herd, who,  after  filling  with  high  distinction  the  office 
of  Attorney-General  in  Zngland,  became  Chief  Baron  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotknd,  shortly  aftev  th 
third  anniversary  of  diis  brotherhood,  into  which  he  was 
immediately  welcomed  with  unanimous  cordiality.     They 
usually  contrived  to  meet  on  a  Friday,  spent  the  Satur- 
day in  a  ride  to  some  scene  of  historical  interest  within 
an  easy  distance;  enjoyed  a  quiet  Sunday  at  home  — 
"duly  attending  divine  worship  at  the  Kirk  of  Cleish 
(not  Cleishbotham)"- gave  Monde     morning  to  an- 
other antiquarian  excursion,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh 
in  time  for  the  Courts  of  Tuesday.     From  1816  to  1881 
inclusive.  Sir  Walter  was  a  constant  attendant  at  these 
meetings.     He  visited  in  this  way  Castle  Campbell,  Ma- 
gus  Moor,  Falkland,  Dunfermline,   St.  Andrews,   and 
many  other  scenes  of  ancient  celebrity:  to  one  of  those 
trips  we  must  ascribe  his  dramatic  sketch  of  Macduff's 

Croes and  to  that  of  the  dog-days  of  1819,  we  owe 

the  weightier  obligation  of  The  Abbot. 

I  expect  an  easy  forgiveness  for  introducing  from  the 
lOier  rarissimua  of  Blair-Adam  the  page  that  belongs 
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.t  oa»  exto,,.,ve  and  oon«et,  they  touched  7^3; 

profeuional  pursuit,  on  thi  Circm't  sf  rt.r^c^ 
co^d  dejeribe.  with  i„«,„e.i™rL!  ,  ^ir'^do^ 
»tMr.  Murray',  of  Simprin,,  when  emerring  iZmZf 

Cthe-r  int'^  ^;  pttT^Xifct  "-'• 
prompter,  orohe,tr..  and  .udfenoe-Ta^d  « TT  "!!• 
reprewnting  the  while  pit,  wSup^  •  n  P  •  ""k* 
J«.cip.tion,  «dn..n/oti.er.„eh"4rUeo°™;_The'/ 

m-iT     -If  "^  '"^  fooferiei.  uioviiur  all  n„l 

m;^  «a.  b«i  ^  „a  .k,  uiw'i"Sr,S 
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deUght  to  his  dying  day.     When  the  conversation  took 
a  Aver  tone,  and  turned  upon  Uterary  aubjeots,  the 
Chief-Baron  took  a  great  share  in  it;  for  notw.thstand- 
ine  his  infirmity  of  deafness,  he  is  a  most  pleasing  and 
a^eeable  converser,  and  readUy  picks  up  what  is  pass- 
■me;  and  having  a  classical  mind  and  olassicid  informa- 
tion,  gives  a  pleasing,  gentlemanly,  and  well-informed 
tone  to  general  conversation.  -  Before  I  brmg  these  re- 
coUections  of  our  socUl  and  cheerful  domgs  to  a  close, 
let  me  observe,  that  there  was  a  characteristic  featm;e 
attending  them,  which  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  indi- 
viduaUwho  composed  our  parties  not  to  mention.     Ihe 
whole  set  of  us  were  addicted  to  take  a  full  share  of  con- 
versation,  and  to  discuss  every  subject  that  occurred  with 
sufficient  keenness.     The  topics  were  multifarious,  and 
the  opinions  of  course  various;  but  durmg  the  whole 
time  of  our  intercourse,  for  so  many  years,  four  days  at 
a  time,  and  always  together,  except  when  we  were  asleep, 
there  never  was  the  least  tendency,  on  any  occasion,  to 
any  unruly  debate,  nor  to  anything  that  deviated  from 
the  pure  delight  of  social  intercourse." 

The  Chief -CommUsioner  adds  the  following  particulars 
in  his  appendix :  — 

"  Our  return  from  BUir-Adam  (after  the  flirt  meeting  of  the 

aub)  was  very  early  on  a  Tuesday  morning,  that  we  might 

reach  the  Courts  by  nine  o'clock.     An  occurrence  took  place 

near  the  Hawes'  Inn,  which  left  UtUe  doubt  upon  my  mind 

that  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  the  author  of  Waverley,  ot  Uuy 

Manncring,  and  of  The  Antiquary,  hie  only  novels  Uien  pub- 

luhed.     The  morning  was  prodiffously  fine,  and  the  sea  M 

smooth  as  glass.    Sir  Walter  and  I  were  standmg  on  the  beach, 

enioving  the  proepect;   the  other   genUemen  were  not  come 

from  the  boat.     The  porpoises  were  risbig  in  great  numbcie, 

when  Sir  Walter  e^d  to  me,  'Look  at  them,  how  they  are 

rfiowing  themselves;  what  fine  fellows  they  are!     I  have  the 

greate^  respect  for  them:   I  would  as  soon  kill  a  maT,  M  . 

nhoca."     I  could  not  conceive  that  the  same  idea  could  o-.'.ir  to 

two  men  respecting  this  amnud,  and  set  down  that  i'   could 
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Ifi^y.  f,  Walter  Scott  who  ».ade  f     phoca  Lave  tJ  >  Mt«. 
of  the  battle  w,th  the  Antiquary',  „ep   ,„.  Captaiu  M".,,™.. 

the  authorship  of  the  noveU.    0«  thii  ■  «;•  .„  IPair-Adam  in 

the  author  of  The  Epigoniad,  who  was  but  a  formal  poet  but' 
who,e  conver»ti„n  was  most  amusing,  and  full  of  fa^r  Ha" 
mg  heard  much  of  him  in  my  family,  where  he  had  £„  vel" 

was  a  Professor,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  him.  I  had 
«arc.  ly  let  hm,  know  who  I  was,  when  he  said,*'  Mr.  WUliam 
were  you  ever  in  this  place  before  ?  •  I  said,  L  '  TherTX' 
you  must  go  and  look  at  Eegulus'  Tower,  -'no  doubt  yoTru 
have  somethmg  of  an  eye  of  an  architect  about  you;- wli 
up  to  It  at  an  angle,  advance  and  recede  until  you  get  to  seTh 

ever  saw  anything  so  beautiful  in  building:   tiU   I   saw  tLt 

couHsted  m  curly-wurhes,  but  now  I  find  it  consists  in  sym- 

pubhshed,  and  Aere  I  read  that  the  Cathedral  of  Glasgow  w^ 
'»  respectable  Gothic  structure,  without  any  curl!,^rZ.- 

tom7i7^y°°fTt'  ""'  ™  '"^'^y  °«'»°'  »»  disclose 
to  me  the  author  (and  that  in  a  very  elegant  mamier),  was  the 
meubon  of  the  Ee^  Craigs  -a  picture^ue  piece  of    ".J^ 

l^rr\''\^^"-^^^-'^  '«'"g  '"  •he  vicinity  7t 
Ke%  Bridge,  the  W/of  Auchtermuchty,  the  Kinross  carrier. 

w  T  °^^-  "^  ""'"*''  '"'"^  "'  ""  '"°"y'  in  tie  habit  of 
coming  to  Bhur-Adam,  who  could  know  anything  of  the  Kiery 

^^"^  ?  T"'  ""*  '"'h  •h"  «="'»'y  ■"<»  a-e  n«ae  had 
attractions  for  Sir  Walter. 

"At  our  first  meeting  after  the  pubUcation  of  The  Abbot, 
When  the  party  was  assembled  on  the  top  of  the  rock,  the  Chief- 
Baron  Shepherd,  looking  Sir  Walter  full  in  the  face,  and 
rt^ping  his  staff  on  the  gromid,  said,  'Now,  Sir  Walter,  I 

ZerT^  rV''.,  ""P  °'  ""  '^'"y  ^"'l'^'-'  Sir  Walter 
preserved  profomid  silence;  bat  there  was  a  conscious  looking 
aown,  and  a  considerable  elongation  of  his  upper  Up." 
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Since  I  have  obtained  permiseion  to  quote  from  th.. 
private  volume.  I  may  as  weU  mention  that  I  was  partly 
moved  to  ask  that  favor,  by  the  author's  0™  confession 
that  his  "Blair-Adam.  from  1733  to  1834,"  ongjnated 
in  a  suggestion  of  Scott's.     "It  was,"  says  the  Judge, 
"on  a  fine  Sunday,  lying  on  the  grassy  summit  of  Ben- 
narty,  above  its  craggy  brow,  that  Sir  Walter  said,  look- 
iDK  first  at  the  flat  expanse  of  Kmross-shire  (on  the 
soSth  side  of  the  Ochils),  and  then  at  the  space  which 
Blair-Adam  fills  between  the  hill  of  Drumglow  (the 
highest  of  the  Cleish  hills)  and  the  valley  of  Lochore, 
'  What  an  extraordinary  thing  it  is,  that  here  to  the 
north  so  little  appears  to  have  been  done,  when  there  are 
so  many  proprietors  to  work  upon  it ;  ^d  to  the  south 
here  is  a  disfaict  of  country  entirely  made  by  the  efforts 
of  one  family,  in  three  generations,  and  one  of  fliem 
amongst  us  in  the  fuU  enjoyment  of  what  has  been  done 
bv  his  two  predecessors  and   himseU.    Blair-Adam,  as 
I  have  always  heard,  had  a  wild,  uncomely,  and  unhos- 
pitoble  appearance,  before  its  improvements  were  begun. 
It  would  be  most  curious  to  record  in  writing  its  original 
state,  and  trace  its  gradual  progress  t»  its  present  condi- 
tion.' "    Upon  this  suggestion,  enforced  by  the  approba- 
tion  of  the  other  members  present,  the  President  of  the 
Blair-Adam  Club  commenced  arranging  the  materials  for 
what  constitutes  a  most  instructive  as  weU  as  entertam- 
ing  history  of  the  agricultural  and  arbonoultural  pro- 
gress of  his  domains,  in  the  course  of  a  hundred  years, 
inder  his  grandfather,  his  father  (the  celebrated  archj- 
tect),  and  himself.     And  Sir  Walter  had  only  suggested 
to  his  friend  of  Kinross-shire  what  he  was  resolved  to 
put  into  practice  with  regard  to  his  own  improvemento 
on  Tweedside;  for  he  begun  at  precisely  the  same  period 
to  keep  a  regular  Journal  of  aU  his  rural  transaction., 
under  the  title  of  Sylva  Abbotsfordiensis. 

For  reasons,  as  we  have  seen,  connected  with  the 
affurs  of  the  Ballantynes,  Messrs.  Longman  ™w„tad 
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the  ^Mt  edition  of  The  Monaatery;  and  similar  circum- 
etonces  induced  Sir  Walter  to  associate  this  house  with 
that  of  Constable  in  the  succeeding  novel.     Constable 
disliked  Its  tiUe,  and  would  fain  have  had  The  Nunnery 
instead:  but  Scott  stuck  to  his  Abbot.     The  bookseller 
grumbled  a  Uttle,  but  was  soothed  by  the  author's  recep- 
tion  of   his  request  that  Queen  Elizabeth    might    be 
brought  into  the  field  in  his  next  romance,  as  a  compan- 
ion  to  the  Mary  Stuart  of  The  Abbot."    Scott  would  not 
indeed  indulge  him  with  the  choice  of  the  particular 
period  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  indicated  in  the  proposed 
title  of  The  Armada;  but  expressed  his  willingness  to 
take  up  his  own  old  favorite,  the  legend  of  Meikle's 
ballad.     He  wished  to  call  the  novel,  like  the  ballad, 
Cumnor-Hall,  but  in  further  deference  to  Constable's 
wishes,  substituted   Kenilworth.     John  BaUautyne  ob- 
jected to  this  title,  and  t»ld  Constable  the  result  would 
be  "something  worthy  of  the  kennel; "  but  Constable  had 
all  reason  t»  be  satisfied  with  the  child  of  his  christening 
His  partner,  Mr.  Cadell,  says:    "His  vanity  boiled  over 
so  much  at  this  time,  on  having  his  suggestion  gone  into, 
ftat  when  in  his  high  moods,  he  used  to  stalk  up  and  down 
his  room,  and  excUim,  '  By  G— ,  I  am  all  but  the  author 
of  the  Waverley  Novels ! '"    Constable's  bibliographical 
knowledge,  however,  it  is  but  fair  to  say,  was  really  of 
most  essential  service  to  Scott  upon  many  of  these  occa- 
sions; and  his  letter  (now  before  me)  proposing  the  sub- 
ject of  The  Armada,  furnished  the  Novelist  with  such 
a  catalogue  of  materials  for  the  illustration  of  the  period 
as  may,  probably  enough,  have  called  forth  some  very 
energetic  expression  of  thankfulness. 

'  tScott  writM  in  DecmW  to  L«dy  Loidi.  Stnut :  "  I  do  not  dencn 
«JKmdJ.bont  (J««n  B«»,  whom  I  «lnar.  much,  Jthoo^k,  IUmI. 
ow  fr«  M„  1 1„„  „^„  ^,^t  J,,  _,„  q^^^  j,^,^  Mcoant.  But  I 
»»k  I  .M  b.  T.py  fur.  Th,  rtory  i.  the  trapdy  of  LoioMt.,'.  girt 
wa«, M>d I hm  m„i.  u,  m fir Mmy  fuilitiM  woold  pocmit, ' a plMunt 
ta^J,  Buffed  irith  mort  pitiful  mirth.' ••-«.«((■„  L^,,-nl  a. 
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Scott's  kindness  ««ured  for  John  Ballantyne  the  usuJ 
interest  in  the  profits  of  KenUworth,  the  last  of  his  great 
^orks  n  which'this  friend  was  to  have  any  concern.  I 
Ze  already  mentioned  the  obv:->us  drooping  of  his 
Sth^strengthi  and  .  document,  to  be  mtroduced 
™tlT,  wiU  show  that  John  himseU  had  occasiona^ 

Spl".  a^  l^-t-  "'  "'  *"«^''  "^'"l,  *'.%hrtim1 
1819^  Nevertheless,  his  spirits  r'""'"'' ."^Xra^ 
of  which  I  am  now  treating,  to  be  in  genenJ  «»  ^'^J^ 
eveT— nay,  it  was  now,  after  his  maladies  had  taken 
Tveiy  -erious  shape,  and  it  was  hardly  P<-'Me  'o  look 
on  hZ  without  anticipating  a  T^'*? 'f^T'J""  "  ,nd 
oLeer,  that  the  gay  hopfful  spirit  of  the  shattered  and 

oHostly  indulgence.  It  was  an  amiable  pomt  in  his 
i^Z  that  he  had  always  retained  a  tender  ondness 
for  his  native  place.  He  had  now  taken  up  t^e  ambition 
of  rivaUing  his  illustrious  friend,  m  some  "'rt,  by  pro- 
vdChi^elf  with  a  smnmer  retirement  amidst  the 
„  of  his  boyhood;  and  it  need  not  be  doubted,  at 
^Ze  time,  tliit  in  erecting  a  viUa  at  Kelso,  he  ant^ 
island  emulated  on  substantial  advantages  from  its 

vicinity  to  ibbotsford.  Walter 

One  fine  lay  of  this  autmnn  I  accompanied  Sir  Walter 

to  in°Lt  the  progress  of  this  edifice,  which  was  to  have 

L  ti^  of  Walt^Hall.     John  had  purchased  two  or 

hree  oU  houses  of  two  stories  in  height,  w.h  notehed 

ibUsl  thatehed  roofs,  near  tiie  end  of  *«  long  ong'- 

Ta  street  of  Kelso,  and  not  far  from  the  6*^™?;    '^ 

Duke  of  Ko^burghe-s  magnificent  park  wiA  the^  sm^ 

gardens  and  paddocks  running  down  to  t'-e.-'^e"  " 

tihe  Tweed.     He  had  already  fitted  up  convenient  bache- 

lor's  lodeings  in  one  of  the  primitive  tenements,  and 

«.'n  eSe  others  into  a  goodly  range  of  stabtag,  an 

was  now  watching  the  completion  of  his  "«"  ^«J»  * 

loais  behind,  which  included  a  handsome  entrance.ha.l 

„  »lL,  destined  to  have  old  Piscator's  bust,  on  . 
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atand,  in  the  centre,  and  to  be  embelliafaed  all  round 
with  emblems  of  his  sport.  Behind  this  were  spacious 
rooms  overlooking  the  little  pUaaance,  which  was  to  be 
laid  out  somewhat  in  the  Italian  style,  with  ornamental 
steps,  a  fountain  and  jet  d'eav,  and  a  broad  terrace 
hanging  over  the  river,  and  commanding  an  extensive 
view  of  pe.haps  the  most  beautiful  landscape  in  Scotland. 
In  these  new  dominiooa  John  received  us  with  pride  and 
hilarity!  and  we  then  walked  with  him  over  this  pretty 
town,  lounged  away  an  hour  among  the  ruins  of  the 
Abbey,  and  closed  our  perambulation  with  the  Garden, 
where  Scott  had  spent  some  of  the  happiest  of  his  early 
summers,  and  where  he  pointed  out  with  sorrowful  eyes 
the  site  of  the  Platanus  under  which  he  first  read  Percy's 
Reliques.  Returning  to  John's  villa,  we  dined  gayly, 
alfresco,  by  the  side  of  his  fountain;  and  after  not  a 
few  bumpers  to  the  prosperity  of  Walton  Hall,  he 
mounted  Old  Mortality,  and  escorted  us  for  several  miles 
on  our  ride  homewards.  It  was  this  day  that,  overflow- 
ing with  kindly  zeal,  Scott  revived  one  of  the  long-for- 
gotten projects  of  their  early  connection  in  business,  and 
offered  his  services  as  editor  of  a  Novelists'  Library,  to 
be  printed  and  published  for  the  sole  benefit  of  his  host. 
The  offer  was  eagerly  embraced,  and  when,  two  or  three 
mornings  afterwards  John  returned  Sir  Walter's  visit, 
he  had  put  into  his  hands  the  MS.  of  that  admirable  life 
of  Fielding,  which  was  followed  at  brief  intervals,  as  the 
arrangements  of  the  projected  work  required,  by  others 
of  Smollett,  Richardson,  Defoe,  Sterne,  Johnson,  Gold- 
Hnith,  Le  Sage,  Horace  Walpole,  Cumberland,  Mrs. 
Badcliffe,  Charles  Jolmstone,  Clara  Reeve,  Charlotte 
Smith,  and  Robert  Bage.  The  publication  of  the  first 
volume  of  Ballantyne's  Novelists'  Library  did  not  take 
place,  however,  until  February,  1821;  and  the  series 
was  closed  soon  after  the  proprietor's  death  in  the  ensu- 
mg  summer.  In  spite  of  the  charming  prefaces,  in  which 
Scott  combines  all  the  graces  of  his  easy  narrative  with 
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a  perpetual  stream  of  deep  and  gentle  wisdom  in  com- 
menting on  the  tempers  and  fortmies  of  his  best  prede- 
cessors in  novel  literature,  and  also  with  expositions  of 
his  own  critical  views,  which  prove  how  profoundly  he 
had  investigated  the  principles  and  practice  of  those 
masters  before  he  struck  out  a  new  path  for  himself —in 
spite  of  these  delightful  and  valuable  essays,  the  pubUca- 
tion  was  not  prosperous.     Constable,  after  Ballantyne's 
death,  would  willingly  have  resumed  the  scheme.    But 
Scott  had  by  that  time  convinced  himself  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect  much  success  for  a  collection  so  bulky  and 
miscellaneous,  and  which  must  of  necessity  include  a 
large  proportion  of  matter,  condemned  by  the  purity, 
whether  real  or  affected,  of  modem  taste.     He  could 
hardly  have  failed  to  perceive,  on  reflection,  that  his 
own  novels,  already  constituting  an  extensive  library  of 
fiction,  iu  which  no  purist  could  pretend  to  discover 
danger  for  the  morals  of  youth,  had  in  fact  superseded 
(be  works  of  less  strait-laced  days  in  the  only  perma- 
nently and  solidly  profitable  market  for  books  of  this 
order.     He  at  all  events  declined  Constable's  proposition 
for  renewing  and  extending  this  attempt.     What  he  did, 
was  done  gratuitously  for  John  Ballantyne's  sake;  and 
I  have  dwelt  on  it  thus  long,  because,  as  the  reader  will 
perceive  by  and  by,  it  was  so  done  during  (with  one  ex- 
ception) the  very  busiest  period  of  Scott's  literary  life. 

Shortly  before  Scott  wrote  the  following  letters,  he 
had  placed  his  second  son  (at  this  time  in  his  fifteenth 
year)  under  the  care  of  the  Reverend  John  WiUiams, 
who  had  been  my  intimate  friend  and  companion  at  Ox- 
ford, with  a  view  of  preparing  him  for  that  University. 

I  [Writing  to  Iftij  LooiM  StMrt,  Dmwmlxr  14,  Scott  isys:  "My 
;oiii««t  SOD,  who  b  Tury  oleMr  .od  T«y  idl«,  I  ka™  »»t  to  .  l.B™d 
dtfKTnun  ...  to  g.t  mote  IhorongUy  groonded  to  olMSioJ  le«ni«g. 
Fop  two  jem  Mp.  William,  ha.  nndeptaken  to  qxuk  with  him  m  Laton, 
and,  u  eyerjbody  .!«.  talk.  W.IA,  h.  wUl  have  nobody  to  .how  off  Iiii 
mi»sellan«nu  iDlormation  to,  and  thn.  a  main  olirtad.  to  hia  impror.in.nt 
wiU  ha  nmorad.    It  wonld  ba  a  pity  any  rtnmbling-blook  wore  toft  tor 
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Mr.  William,  was  then  Vicar  of  Lampeter,  in  Cardigan, 
dnre  and  the  high  «tisfac..on  with  which  hi,  caTof 
S™J.r      1^  '"'P-'f  Si'  Walter,  induced  «ver.l  Tther 

Torth!™  '"'^Wekh  paroonage;  the  result  of  which 
northern  connections  was  important  to  the  fortunes  of 

Zft  1 1  r  ^r***  ""^  "'*""'"«  ""holars  and  most 
Bhlful  teachers  of  the  present  time. 

TO  WALTER  SCOTT,  ESQ.,   18TH   HU8SAK8,   COEK. 

HI  ■„,  EoniBrgaH,  I4lh  Norember,  1820 

Mt  deab  W^ter  _  I  send  you  a  cheque  on  cltts 

for  your  quarter's  allowance.     I  hope  you  manage  your 

T^!m   "  f "°°  <'*,<•«-="«»-' -above  aU,  avoid  the 

card-tables  of  ancent  dowagers.     Always  remember  that 

and  although  I  am  improving  it  for  your  beneBt,  not  for 
any  that  can  accrue  in  my  own  time,  -yet  never  can  be 
more  than  a  decent  independence,  and  therefore  will 
make  a  poor  figure  unless  managed  with  good  sense, 
moderation,  and  prudence  _  which  are  habits  easUyao! 
quired  in  youth  while  habitual  extravagance  is  a  fault 
ve^difflcult  to  be  afterwards  corrected. 

We  came  to  town  yesterday,  and  bade  ailieu  to  Ab. 
botsford  for  the  season.  Fife,"  to  mamraa's  great  sur- 
pnse  and  scaadal,  chose  t»  stay  at  Abbotsford  with  Mai, 
»d  plainly  denied  to  follow  the  carriage  -  so  our  canine 
Mtabhshment  in  Castle  Street  is  reduced  to  little  Ury  • 
We  spent  two  days  at  Amiston,  on  the  road,  -and  on 
coming  here,  found  Sophia  as  nicely  and  orderly  settled 
.n  her  house  as  if  she  had  been  a  married  womL,  these 

nJnaUv'^'  /  't"''™.'?^  ''  ^'J  happy  _  perhaps  un- 
»«aUy  so,  for  her  wishes  are  moderate,  and  all  seem 
uuio,  s  t»  please  her.     She  is  preparing  in  due  time  for 

pStW^P  "  '^r"'  '"'"'"•  ■»■>«  -liT.  mtad  «d  .  good  dk. 
poBtton.   —  Fanilmr  Letltn,  toI.  ii.  p.  103.1  "^ 

l_^™t  [0»i„u.]  -.  «=.U  UrtT  ol  th.  l«,g  rilkj.h.1,^  Ki.^ 
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the  arriTal  of  a  Kttle  stranger,  who  wUl  make  you  an 
irnole,  and  me  (God  help  me  1)  a  grandpapa. 

The  Round  Towera  you  mention  are  very  ouriou«,  and 
■eem  to  have  been  built,  as  the  Irish  hackney-coachman 
said  of  the  Martello  one  at  the  Black  Kock,  "to  puatle 
posterity."  There  are  two  of  them  in  Scotland  —  both 
excellent  pieces  of  architecture;  one  at  Brechin,  built 
quite  close  to  the  old  church,  so  as  to  appear  united  with 
it,  but  in  fact  it  is  quite  detached  from  the  church,  and 
sways  from  it  in  a  high  wind,  when  it  vibrates  like  a 
lighthouse.  The  other  is  at  Abemethy  in  Perthshire  — 
said  to  have  been  the  capital  city  of  the  Picts.  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  observe  objects  of  interest  and  curiosity, 
because  otherwise  a  man  may  travel  over  the  universe 
without  acquiring  any  more  knowledge  than  his  horse  does. 

We  had  our  hunt,  and  our  joUifloation  after  it,  on  last 
Wednesday.  It  went  off  in  great  style,  although  I  felt 
a  little  sorry  at  having  neither  Charles  nor  you  in  the 
field.  By  the  way,  Charles  seems  most  admirably  set- 
tled. I  had  a  most  sensible  letter  on  the  subject  from 
Mr.  Williams,  who  appears  to  have  taken  great  pains, 
and  to  have  formed  a  very  just  conception  both  of  his 
merits  and  foibles.  When  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  will 
hand  you  his  letters  for  it  will  entertain  you,  it  is  so 
correct  a  picture  of  Monsieur  Charles. 

Dominie  Thomson  has  gone  to  a  Mrs.  Dennistoun,  of 
Colgrain,  to  drill  her  youngsters.  I  am  afraid  he  will 
find  a  change;  but  I  hope  to  have  a  nook  open  to  him^  by 
and  by  —  as  a  sort  of  retreat  or  harbor  on  his  lee.  Adieu, 
my  dear  —  always  believe  me  your  affectionate  father, 

Walter  Scott. 

TO   Ban.    CHARLES  SCOTT. 
Can  ofUu  Btv.  John  William;  Lampeter. 

EnniBUBOH,  14tli  NoT«iiilMr,  182(X 
Mt  Deab  Bot  Charles,  —Your  letters  made  us  all 
very  happy,  and  I  trust  yon  are  now  comfortably  settled 
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<^  plying  your  ta.k  h.rd.    Mr.  Wuliun.  will  probably 
pound  you  „orB  perfectly  in  the  y.,mn«,r  of  the  cW 
oa^  languages  than  ha.  hitherto  been  done,  and  thi.  you 
will  at  first  find  but  dry  work.     But  .here  an,  nZTn" 
d..pen»ble  reason,  why  you   must  bestow   the   utiiost 
^entiou  upon  jt.     A  perfect  knowledge  of  the  classical 
languages  ha.  been  fixed  upon,  and  not  without  go<^ 
reason  as  the  mark  of  a  welUducated  young  man;  and 
though  people  may  have  scrambled  into  distinction  with- 
out  It,  It  IS  always  with  the  greatest  difliculty.  just  like 
ohmbmg  over  a  wall,  instead  of  giving  your  ticket  at  the 
door.    Perhaps  you  may  think  another  proof  of  a  youth's 
talents  m.ght  have  been  adopted;   bnf  what  go^  will 
anse  from  your  thinking  so,  if  the  general  practice  of 
society  has  feed  on  this  particular  branch  of  knowledge 
js  the  cr.te„on?     Wheat  or  barley  were  as  good  graif 
1  suppose,  as  sesamum;  but  it  was  only  to  ,e«am«m  that 
the  talisman  gave  way,  and  the  rock  opened;  and  it  i. 
equally  certam  that,  if  you  are  not  a  well-founded  gram- 
matical  scholar  in  Greek  and  Latin,  you  wiU  in  vain 
present  other  qualifications  t»  distinction.     Besides,  the 
study  of  grammar,  from  its  very  a-orities,  is  calculated 
to  teach  youth  that  patient  labor  which  is  necessary  to 
tte  useful  exertion  of  the  understanding  upon  ever^  other 
branch  of  knowledge;  and  your  great  deficiency  is  want 
of  steadiness  and  of  resolute  application  to  the  dry  as 
well  as  the  interesting  parts  of  your  learning.     But  ex- 
erting yourself,  as  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  do,  under 
tte  direction  of  so  learned  a  man  and  so  exceUent  a 
teacher  as  Mr.  Williams,  and  being  without  the  tempta- 
tions to  idleness  which  occurred  at  home,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  to  your  natural  quickness  you  wiU 
presently  add  such  a  habit  of  application  and  steadiness, 
as  will  make  you  a  respected  member  of  society,  perhaps 

s„il'°T  "^  T-  ^'  "  ^"7  P™''*"*  «>»*  tl>«  "hole 
»ucces8  of  your  future  life  may  depend  on  the  manner  in 
which  you  employ  the  next  two  yean;  and  I  am  there- 
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fort  mort  aiaioui  you  should  fuUy  vnil  yonneU  of  the 
opportunities  now  ifforded  you. 

You  must  not  be  too  much  disconcerted  with  the  »p- 
puent  drynen  of  your  immediate  studies.  Language  is 
^  great  mark  by  which  man  is  dutinguished  from  the 
beasta,  and  a  strict  acquaintance  with  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  composed  becomes,  as  you  foUow  it  a  little 
way,  one  of  the  most  curious  and  interesting  exercises  of 

the  intellect.  1    ,.    .  «„„ 

We  had  our  grand  hunt  on  Wednesday  last,  «  fine 
day,  and  plenty  of  sport.    We  hunted  aU  over  Huntly 
wcid,  and  so  on  to  Halidon  and  Prieston  -  saw  twelve 
hares,  and  Itilled  sU,  having  very  hard  runs,  and  tinng 
three  packs  of  gre«H  completely.    In  absence  of  Walter 
and  you,  Stenh-)U'.(    Ue  horse-oouper  led  the  field,  and 
rode  as  if  he  had  been  a  piece  of  his  horse,  sweltering 
like  a  wild-drake  aU  through  Marriage-Moss,  at  a  motion 
betwixt  swimming  and  riding.     One  unlucky  accident 
befeU;- Queen  Mab,   who  was  bestrode   by  Captain 
Adam,  lifted  up  her  heels  against  Mr.  Craig  of  Gala- 
shieU,'  whose  leg  she  greeted  with  a  thump  like  a  pistol- 
shot,  whUe  by  the  same  movement  she  very  nearly  sent 
the  noble  Captain  over  her  ears.     Mr.  Craig  was  helped 
from  horse,  but  would  not  permit  hU  boot  to  be  drawn 
off,  protesting  he  would  faint  if  he  saw  the  bone  of  his 
leg  sticking  through  the  stocking.    Some  thought  he  was 
reluctant  to  exhibit  hU  legs  in  their  primitive  and  un. 
dothed  simplicity,  in  respect  they  have  an  imhappy  re- 
semblance  to  a  pair  of  tongs.     As  for  the  Captam,  he 
decUred  that  if  the  accident  had  happened  m  action,  the 
surgeon  and  drum-boys  would  have  had  off,  not  his  5oo( 
only,  but  his  leg  to  boot,  before  he  could  have  uttered 
a  limonstrance.    At  length  Gala  and  I  prevailed  to  have 
the  boot  drawn,  and  to  my  great  joy  I  found  the  damage 
was  not  serious,  though  the  pain  must  have  been  severe. 

1  Mr.  G«.n^  Cmig,  J«tor  to  tie  UiJ  o«  Od.,  «*  "*»«•' j**^ 
1«neh  bu.k  at  GaladdeU.  Thta  worthy  nan  wm  one  of  Ih.  lepuw 
nMmten  of  tlie  Abbotsfoid  Hunt 
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On  Stturday  we  left  Abbotoford,  and  dined  and  ipent 
Sunday  at  Arniiton,  where  we  had  many  inquiries  after 
you  from  Bobert  Dundas,  who  wa»  lo  kind  to  yon  hut 
year. 

I  muit  conclude  for  the  preient,  requeiting  your  ear- 
nest pursuit  of  such  branches  of  study  at  Mr.  Williams 
recommends.  In  a  short  time,  as  you  begin  to  compre- 
hend the  subjects  you  are  learning,  you  will  Hnd  the 
path  turn  smoother,  and  that  which  at  present  seems 
wrapped  up  in  an  inextricable  bbyrinth  of  thorns  and 
briers,  will  at  once  become  easy  and  attractive Al- 
ways, dear  Charlie,  your  affectionate  father,       W.  8. 

On  the  same  day  Scott  wrote  as  fallows  to  the  manly 
and  amiable  author  of  Sir  Marmaduke  Maxwell,  who 
had  shortly  before  sent  the  MS.  of  that  romantic  drama 
to  Abbotsford  for  his  inspection:  — 

TO  MB.  ALLAs  ctmsisaniM. 
Cm  y  r.  Omlni,  Eiq.,  B.  A.,  Loitim. 

EmKBCBoH,  14th  NonmlMr,  182a 

Mt  deab  Allan, —I  have  been  meditating  a  long 
letter  to  you  for  many  weeks  past;  but  company,  and 
rural  business,  and  rural  sports,  are  very  unfavorable  to 
writing  letters.  I  have  now  a  double  reason  for  writing, 
for  I  have  to  thank  you  for  sending  me  in  safety  a  beau- 
tiful specimen  of  our  English  Michael's  talents  in  the 
cast  of  my  venerable  friend  Mr.  Watt:  it  is  a  most  strik- 
ing resemblance,  with  all  that  living  character  which  we 
are  apt  to  think  lite  iteelf  alone  can  exhibit.  I  hope 
Mr.  Chantrey  does  not  permit  his  distinguished  skill 
either  to  remain  unexercised,  or  to  be  lavished  exclu- 
sively on  subjects  of  little  interest.  I  would  like  to  see 
him  engaged  on  some  subject  of  importance  completely 
adapted  to  the  purpose  of  his  chisel,  and  demanding  its 
highest  powers.     Pray  remember  me  to  him  most  kindly. 

I  have  perused  twice  your  curious  and  interesting 
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nuuKUorip*.     Mmny  p.rto  of  th.  poetry  «.  eminenUy 
bwutiluli  though  Ifw  th«  gTMt  length  of  the  piece. 
Md  iome  obeourity  of  the  plot,  wouU  render  it  unfit  for 
drmutio  repreeentation.     There  U  »Uo  »  fine  tone  of 
.upenatural  impuUe  .pre.d  o»er  the  whole  Mtion,  which 
I  think  a  common  audience  would  not  bo  likely  to  adopt 
or  comprehend -though  I  own  that  to  me  it  hai  a  very 
powerful  effect.     Speaking  of  dramatic  compowtion  In 
general.  I  think  it  U  almort  cMcntial  (though  the  rule  be 
mort  difBcult  in  practice)  that  the  plot,  or  bu,inc..  of 
the  piece,  »hould  advance  with  every  Une  that  w  ipoken. 
The  fact  i»,  the  drama  it  addreieed  chiefly  to  the  eye., 
and  a.  much  a>  can  be,  by  any  pouibUity,  repre»ented 
on  the  itage,  .hould  neither  be  told  nor  deMribed.     Of 
the  miweUaneou.  part  of  a  Urge  audience,  many  do  not 
underetand,  nay,  many  cannot  hear,  either  narrative  or 
dewription,  but  are  «>lely  intent  upon  the  action  ex- 
hibited.    It  i»,  I  conceive,  for  this  reawn  that  very  bad 
play.,  written  by  performer,  themwlve..  often  contrive 
to  get  through,  and  not  without  applause;  while  other., 
immeaeurably  superior  in  point  of  poetical  merit,  faU, 
merely  becauw  the  author  i.  not  .uffioiently  powemed  of 
the  trick  of  the  wene,  or  enough  aware  of  the  importance 
of  a  maxim  pronounced  by  no  leu  a  performer  than 
Punch  himreU  -  (at  leaat  he  wa.  the  last  authority  from 
whom  I  heard  it),  -  Push  on,  Iceep  moving  !      Now,  in 
your  very  ingenious  dramatic  effort,  the  intere.t  not  only 
stand,  .till,   but  «.metime.  retrograde..     It  oontams, 
notwithstanding,  many  pasMge.  of  eminent  beau^,  — 
many  specimens  of  most  interesting  dialogue;  and,  on 
the  whole,  if  it  i.  not  fitted  for  the  modem  .tage,  I  am 
not  .ure  that  it.  very  imperfection,  do  not  render  it  more 
fit  for  the  cloMt,  for  we  certwnly  do  not  always  read 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  those  play,  which  act  best. 
K,  however,  you  should  at  any  time  wish  to  become 
>  P.™*  1*1  bM.  bommtag  bom  r««J  iifl>W,  i«  tl»  C«,  f«r  Ik, 
Etart-atkt. 
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>  cudM.t.  for  dnnutio  lauwU,  I  wouU  «,lvi«,  you,  i . 
th.  flnt  plM«,  to  oon.ul»  »nie  profeuion.1  p,io„  „( 
judgment  .nd  ta.t«.     I  .houH  »gard  friend  Temr  u 
«n  .iceUont  Mentor,  ud  I  believe  be  would  concur  with 
me  In  recommending  that  at  leaet  one  thinl  of  the  drama 
be  retrenche.1,  that  the  plot  .huuld  be  rendered  .impler 
and  the  motive,  more  obvious,  and  I  thinli  the  powerful 
tangu^e  and  many  of  the  .ituation.  might  then  have 
their  fuU  effect  upon  the  audience.     I  an,  uncertain  if 
I  have  made  mywlf  luffloiently  understooili  but  I  would 
••y.  for  example,  that  it  i.  ill  explained  by  what  means 
t-omyn  and  m  gang,  who  land  a«  .hipwrccked  men,  be- 
come  at  once  po.M«ed  of  the  old  lord',  domain,,  merely 
by  killing  and  taking  po.M„ion.     I  am  aware  of  what 
you  mean -namely,   that  being  attached  to  the  then 
ruler.,  he  i.  supported  in  hi.  ill-acquired  power  by  their 
authority.     But  thi.  i.   imperfectly   brought  out,   and 
e«aped  me  at  the  flr.t  reading.     The  .uper.titiou.  mo- 
tive., alw,  which  mduced  the  .hepherd.  to  deky  their 
vengeance,  are  not  likely  to  be  intelligible  to  the  gcner- 
•Jity  of  the  hearer..     It  would  wem  more  probable  that 
the  young  Baron  .hould  have  led  hi.  faithful  vassals  to 
avenge  the  death  of  hi.  parents;  and  it  ha.  ewaped  me 
what  prevent,  him  from  taking  thi.  direct  and  natural 
course.     Beside,  it  i.,  I  believe,  a  rule  (and  it  seems  a 
good  one)  that  ono  single  interest,  to  which  every  other 
1.  subordinate,  should  occupy  the  whole  pUy,— each 
•eparato  object  having  ju.t  the  e£fect  of  a  miU-dam,  slui- 
cing off  a  certain  portion  of  the  .ympathy,  which  should 
move  on  with  mcrea.ing  force  and  rapidity  to  the  oata.- 
trophe.     Now,  in  your  work,  there  ar«  wveral  divided 
pomt.  of  intere.t;  there  i.  the  murder  of  the  old  Baron 
-theeMapeof  his  wife  — that  of  hi.  wn- the  loss  of 
bu  bnde  — the  villainous  artiBce.  of  Comyn  to  possess 
himself  of  her  person  -  and,  finally,  the  fall  of  Comyn, 
and  acceleration  of  the  vengeance  due  to  his  crimes.     I 
am  sure  your  own  excellent  sense,  which  1  admire  a. 
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n,„«h  u  I  do  your  genSu.,  wiU  give  me  credit  for  my 
Tr^l  in  thU  is;  I  only  know,  that  Ido  »o 
CTmany  per«,n»  on  wl.o«.  peri onmuioes  I  would  yen- 
tore  to  offer  so  much  cntioMm.  TTMaliM'B 
I  wiU  return  the  manuMript  under  Mr.  Freeling  » 
Po't-C^ce  coyer,  and  I  hope  it  wiU  reach  you  »£e. - 
Adieu,  my  leal  and  ^teemed  ^ »-<l -^»-^s'corr. 

Shortly  afterward..  Mr.  Cunningham,  liankmg  Us 
critic,  Jd  he  had  not  yet  received  back  h..  MS. ,  bu 
SLThe  hoped  the  delay  had  been  -rHflii^ 
Walter',  communication  rf  it  to  wme  friend  of  theatoua^ 
„«rienr  He  also  mentioned  hi.  havmg  undertaken 
a  Eti?n  of  The  Song,  of  Scothmd.  with  note..  The 
aD.wer  was  in  theM  term.:  — 

TO  ME.  itLAN  CCirantOHAM. 

Mt  dear  Allan.  -It  was  a.  you  '-PPTir^ne 
tained  your  manuscript  to  read  it  over  witii  Te"y-  J^« 
It  a/pear.  to  Terry,  as  to  me,  i^'  '»"'^*°«4' "'^f  " 
a  great  Et  in  a  drama,  though  ta.  P«««f' ^1" J.^' 
clS  tiian  on  the  stage.     StiU,  if  the  mind  can  be  kept 
Z^  one  unbroken  cour»  of  interct.  tiie  effect  even  m 
X  J  is  more  gratifying.     I  have  alway.  «.ns.dered 
Z«  Xe  great^ret  in  dramatic  p«tey,  ^^^l""" 
To^at  theTst  difficult  exerci».  of  the  7«°tion  r- 
lle.  to  conduct  a  .t»ry  through  five  acta.  ^^"^^J 
gradMlly  in  every  wene,  «.  as  to  keep  up  the  attentwn. 
^ZL  tiU  ti."very  oo-d^l™  r™'!^"San"^e 
of  the  catastrophe  to  become  v'""' -.""M  „f  Zr- 
to  accompany  this  by  the  necessary  delineation  of  cha- 
LTId'heJutyofingaage.     I  -  S^f  •  ^°'*:«' ^^^ 
Tou  mean  to  preserve  in  some  permanent  form  your  ve^ 
i:^ou.  d«Ja,  which,  if  not  altogether  fl"«d  for  ^ 
.tage,  cannot  be  read  without  very  much  and  very  deep 
interest. 


1 820  TO  ALLAN  CUNNINGHAM  209 
I  am  glad  you  are  about  Scottish  song.  No  man- 
not  Eobert  Bums  himself —has  contributed  more  beau- 
tifiU  effusions  to  enrich  it.  Here  and  there  I  wouU 
pluck  a  flower  from  your  Posy  to  give  what  remains  an 
effect  of  greater  simplicity;  but  luxuriance  can  only  be 
the  fault  of  genius,  and  many  of  your  songs  are,  I  think, 
mmatched.  I  would  instance.  It's  Hame  and  it's 
Hame,  which  my  daughter  Mrs.  Lockhart  sings  with 
such  uncommon  effect.  You  cannot  do  anything  either 
in  the  way  of  original  composition,  or  ooUection,  or  criti- 
cism,  that  wUl  not  be  highly  acceptable  to  aU  who  are 
worth  pleasing  in  the  Scottish  public  — and  I  pray  vou 
to  proceed  with  it.  r    j  j  » 

Hemember  me  kindly  to  Chantrey.  I  am  happy  my 
efflgy  is  to  go  with  that  of  Wordsworth,'  for  (differing 
from  him  in  yery  many  points  of  taste)  I  do  not  know 
a  man  more  t»  be  yenerated  for  uprightness  of  heart  and 
loftmess  of  genius.  Why  he  will  sometimes  choose  to 
crawl  upon  all  fours,  when  God  has  giyen  him  so  noble 
a  countenance  to  lift  to  heayen,  I  am  as  little  able  t» 
ncoount  for,  as  for  his  quarrelling  (as  you  tell  me)  with 
the  wrmkles  which  time  and  meditation  haye  stamped 
his  brow  withal. 

I  am  obliged  t»  conclude  hastUy,  haying  long  letters 
to  write  —  God  wot  upon  yeiy  different  subjects.  I  pray 
my  kind  respects  to  Mrs.  Chantrey.  —  BeUeye  me,  dear 
Allan,  yery  truly  yours,  etc., 

Walter  Scott. 

The  followmg  letter  touches  on  the  dropping  of  the 
BUI  which  had  been  introduced  by  Goyemment  for  the 
purpose  of  degrading  the  consort  of  George  the  Fourth; 
the  notons  rejoicings  of  the  Edinburgh  mob  on  that 
occasion  J  and  Scott's  acquiescence  in  the  request  of  the 

•l<»«Miij'.Exkibitioii  for  1821. 
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^Uns  of  the  y.^  V^  of^-l^t  .^  ^ 
of  his  family. 

TO  THU  MBD  MONTAQO- 

EDniBDBOH,  80th  Nowmbw,  1880. 
T  «T.T,  _  I  had  TOUT  letter  some  time  since, 
jL-r^o^rionittU  on  yo»  two  n».hs 

The  old  s.gn  of  *"  If  ?^^^.2,„,  whites  but  the  pre- 
attempting  to  scrub  a  bl«k_*  moor  ,         .^  ^^^ 

sent  difficulty  seems  to, be  "'*"""«  "r„     fo,,  ,u,ce 
Truly.  I  cong^tiJate  ^e^^ry  »»  *«^--;„,/«,i,, 

«y  cf  pwody,  on  (Hj'.  Joorthan  W Jd, 

■asss.tis'rr^*.*-: 
w.  w  ?.  M-s»  irrf  S"1S.™ 

»  0««u-"  What  ihoiwhl  now  •«■  hJI-""  »'•'. 

Of  .(iS  Bck-puMh  Irtoh  bowli  •  «". 
•Fot.G«.g.,I'nw»l>™"'" 

/a«-«._"Roiiiti-iMitJ,  niw.  ™»'""'     ,.    „ 

BWdirig  •  r»«  Tkufk 
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men,  wise  behind  the  hand,  the  bailies  had  a  sufficient 
force  sufficiently  arranged,  and  put  down  every  attempt 
to  not.     If  the  same  precautions  had  been  taken  before, 
the  town  would  have  been  saved  some  disgrace,  and  the 
loss  of  at  least  ^1000  worth  of  property.  —  Hay  Donald- 
son •  18  getting  stout  again,  and  up  t»  the  throat  in  busi- 
ness;  there  is  no  getting  a  word  out  of  him  that  does  not 
smell  of  parchment  and  special  service.     He  asked  me, 
as  it  is  to  be  a  mere  law  service,  to  act  as  chancellor  on 
the  Duke's  inquest,  which  honorable  office  I  will  of 
course  undertake  with  great  wUlingness,  and  discharge 
—  I  mean  the  hospitable  part  of  it  — to  the  best  of  my 
power.     I  think  you  are  right  to  avoid  a  more  extended 
service,  as  .£1000  certainly  would  not  clear  the  expense, 
as  you  would  have  to  dine  at  least  four  counties,  and  aa 
sweetly  sing,  with  Duke  Wharton  on  Chevy  Chase, 
"Ktyltiwie 
So  much  piod  wine  to  ipiU, 
A»  than  boM  fneholden  wi-nM  Jrink, 
Bofon  tliey  had  their  fill" 
I  hope  we  shall  all  live  to  see  our  young  baron  take  his 
own  chair,  and  feast  the  knd  in  his  own  way.     Ever 
your  Lordship's  most  truly  faithful 
_  Waltek  Scott. 

tr.  b.  —  In  the  illumination  row,  young  fiomilly  was 
knocked  down  and  robbed  by  the  mob,  just  whUe  he  was 
m  the  act  of  declaiming  on  the  impropriety  of  having 
constables  and  volunteers  to  interfere  with  the  harmless 
mirth  of  the  people. 

TO  KB.   OHABLES  SCOTT. 

Can  of  It,  B,p.  Mil  Wittiam,  Zaayeter. 

.  EDlmoBOB,  19th  December,  1880. 

Mt  deab  Chables,  — We  begin  to  be  afraid  that, 

m  unproving  your  head,  you  have  lost  the  use  of  your 

(t'J!)^  emU«"»n,  Soott'e  friend  end  conBdentiol  loUoitor,  had  ohtiined 

ii^:;is;;°in^zr'"^''°"''  *^  '^  °-°"*™«"  °"^  ^'- 
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^  «.  d«n>  into  the  Greek  and  Latin  gram- 
^^"5;^,^  hTve  win  how  to  expre»  your«=lf  in 
mar,  that  you  have  to^"™  ;       „i„d.  in  these 

?SH:^=t1i;^p"S 

S3r:t:^^^^S^^S^ 
°^l'b;raryrrnr,'::r«Kthe 

ch!i."^"re,  getting  out  ^  ^^l':J"\tIZ 
ean,  and  preparing  you»elf  ^^^^^J^'^  tlTcon- 
too  much  impress  "/'"^"^''I'^iLe^r^ station  of 

the  sweat  of  his  b.<.w.  to  a»  .p«ts  by  ^ 

mmm§. 

can  be  produced  without  the  previous  "■«  f  J^' J^'^^^ 
XHere  I  inde^  «.»  <^  fZT^T^  S  ^^J 

^'^tTo™  stops  £e  light,  and  our  minds  are  duct^e^ 
L'hnowledge  is  '^K^l^^J^^  I'l^^fSiZ 
r«;XrhaS?^.n"  Itintor  of  our  old  age 
""St^^'b^sl^de,  «.d  it  comes  sadly  round  ^ 
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dear  Charles,  pay  attention  t»  the  wishes  of  yonr  parenU 
while  they  are  with  you,  that  you  may  have  no  self, 
re^aoh  when  you  think  of  them  at  a  future  period. 

You  hear  the  Welsh  spoken  much  about  you,  and  if 
you  can  p,ek,t  up  without  interfering  with  more  impor- 
tant  labors,  it  wUl  be  worth  while.  I  suppose  you  can 
easily  get  a  grammar  and  diotiomwy.  It  is,  you  know, 
the  language  spoken  by  the  Britons  before  the  invasion 
of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  who  brought  in  the  principal  in- 
gredients of  our  present  language,  caUed  from  thence 
English.  It  was  afterwards,  however,  much  mingled 
with  Norman  French,  the  hmguage  of  WiUiam  the  Con- 
queror  and  his  followers;  so  if  you  can  pick  up  a  little 
of  the  Cambro-British  speech,  it  wiU  qualify  you  here- 
after  to  be  a  good  phUologist,  should  yonr  genius  turn 
towards  Uinguages.  Pray,  have  you  yet  learned  who 
Howel  Dhawas?— Glendower  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  by  reading  Shakespeare.  The  wild  mysterious  bar- 
banc  grandeur  with  which  he  has  invested  that  chieftain 
has  often  struck  me  as  very  Bne.  I  wish  we  had  some 
more  of  him. 

We  are  all  well  here,  and  I  hope  to  get  to  Abbotsford 
for  a  few  days  — they  cannot  be  many  — in  the  ensuing 
vacation,  when  I  trust  to  see  the  planting  has  got  weU 
forrord.  All  are  weU  here,  and  Mr.  CadeU'  is  come 
back,  and  gives  a  pleasant  account  of  your  journey.  Let 
me  hear  from  you  very  soon,  and  tell  me  if  you  expect 
toy  skating,  and  whether  there  is  any  ice  in  Wales  I 
presume  there  will  be  a  merry  Christmas,  and  beg  my 
bert  wuhes  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  WiUiams,  his  sister, 
MdfamJy.  The  Lockharts  dine  with  us,  and  the  Scotts 
Of  Harden,  James  Scott »  with  his  pipes,  and  I  hope 
l^ptain  Adam.     We  will  remember  your  health  in  a 

cL^"'  ?°^'i^'^^'  "f  *•  •">»«>  •»  CoMtobl.,  lud  thi.  yMT  oonTmd 
OurlesSoottfromAbbolrfendtoLMipeter.  l'~«mnjta 

p.sl"  ^'""'"'°°^*'°°°"""°'''"'°''^     See  ante,  Tol.  L 
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„la..  of  claret  ju.t  about  rix  o'clock  at  night  •,  «.  that 

IT^  know  exactly  (allowing  for  vanat.on  of  time) 

Lk.t  «a  are  doinE  at  the  same  moment. 

''sut  iXnk  I'have  written  q»i<»  enough  to  a  young 
wIuLa^who  ha,  forgot  all  hi.  Scota  k.^..  k».  »* 
aUies  Mamma  and  Anne  «nd  many  love..  Walter 
^TukeTThadow,  and  »  ^ff-^-^^;^\Z 
W  Btav.  The  effect  was  quite  dramatic,  for  the  door 
tr^fl^^pen  a,  we  were  about  to  go  do™  ^d.nne  , 
and  Turner  announced  Captam  ^'"^K-W^t^h^ 
conceive  who  wa.  meant,  when  »''?"''«*,  ^fff"Jf^^ 
aa  Ufe.  He  is  positively  a  new  edrtjon  of  the  I™!-  P"?^ 
"  I  bee  my  kind  respectt  to  Mr.  WiUiams.  At  his  1«- 
.u«  I  fhoid  be  hap^  to  have  a  line  from  h^  -I  am, 
my  dear  Uttle  boy,  always  your  aff-'-^/^*^-'^. 

The  next  letter  contain,  a  brief  allusion  toan  affair 
which  in  the  life  of  any  other  man  of  letter,  would  have 
deserved  to  be  considered  as  of  some  consequence,     m 
ktosTjames  Hall  of  Douglass  resigned,  •»  November, 
mo  Ihe  Presidency  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edmburgh; 
'a^dAuows,  Jugh  they  l.d  on  aU  forn.r  ^casions 
Mlected  a  man  of  scien  ^  to  fiU  that  post,  i«id  Sir  Wal- 
teT^compliment  of  mumimously  requesting  h.m  to  be 
lb  W.  succes«.r  in  it.     He  felt  and  expre^  a 
^TturThesitation  about  accepting  this  honor- wh.ch  a 
Csight  seemed  like  invading  the  proper  departnient  of 
^th?r  order  of  «holar,.     But  when  it  was  urg^d^^n 
Hm  that  the  Society  is  really  a  double  one,  -  «^l>««=^| 
Section  for  literatare  a,  weU  a,  one  of  science,  -and 
haTtrwas  only  due  to  the  fomer  to  !«*  .t  oc^n^J 
supply  the  chief  of  the  whole  body,  -Scott  acquiesceo 
i?Ie  fettering  proposal;  and  his  gentle  dLiU  was  found 
SettivtrTolig  as'^be  held  the  Chair    in  m^tainmg 
and  strengthening  the  tone  of  good  feeling  and  good 
Inners  which  can  alone  render  the  meetmg,  of  such 
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a  Society  either  agreeable  or  lueful.  The  new  President 
himself  soon  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  many  of 
their  discussions  —  those  at  least  which  pointed  to  any 
disooveiy  of  practical  use;  — and  he  by  and  by  added 
some  eminent  men  of  science,  with  whom  his  acquaint- 
ance  had  hitherto  been  slight,  to  tlie  list  of  his  most 
valued  friends:  I  may  mention  in  particular  Doctor,  now 
Sir  David,  Brewster. 

Sir  Walter  also  alludes  to  an  institution  of  a  far  dif- 
ferent description,  — that  called  "The  Celtic  Society  of 
Edinburgh; "  a  club  established  mainly  for  the  patronage 
of  ancient  Highland  manners  and  customs,  especially  the 
use  of  "the  Garb  of  Old  Gaul"  — though  part  of  their 
funds  have  always  been  applied  to  the  really  important 
object  of  extending  education  in  the  wilder  districts  of 
the  north.  At  their  annual  meetings  Scott  was,  as  may 
be  supposed,  a  regular  attendant.  He  appeared,  as  in 
duty  bound,  in  the  costume  of  the  Fraternity,  and  was 
usually  foUowed  by  "John  of  Skye,"  in  a  still  more 
complete,  or  rather  incomplete,  style  of  equipment. 

TO  THK  LOBD  MONTAGU,  DITTON  PABK. 

EDnnnKlH,  17tli  Jamur;,  1831. 

Mt  deab  Lord,  —  We  had  a  tight  day  of  it  on  Mon- 
day  last,  both  dry  and  wet.  The  dry  part  was  as  dry 
as  may  be,  consisting  m  rehearsing  the  whole  lands  of 
the  Buceleuch  estate  for  five  mortal  hours,  although 
Donaldson  had  kindly  selected  a  clerk  whose  tongue  went 
over  baronies,  lordships,  and  regalities,  at  as  high  a  rate 
of  top  speed  as  ever  Eclipse  displayed  in  clearing  the 
course  at  Newmarket.  The  evening  went  off  very  well 
—considering  that  while  looking  forward  with  the  natu- 
ral feelings  of  hope  and  expectation  on  behalf  of  our 
young  friend,  most  of  us  who  were  present  could  not  help 
casting  looks  of  sad  remembrance  on  the  days  we  had 
•een.  However,  we  did  very  well,  and  I  kept  the  chair 
till  eleven,  when  we  had  coffee,  and  departed,  "no  very 
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fou,  but  gaBy  yet.">  Beiidei  the  law  gentkmeii,  and 
immediate  agents  of  the  family,  I  picked  up  on  my  own 
aooount  Tom  OgUvie,'  8b  Harry  Hay  Maodougal, 
Haiden  and  hii  wn,  Gala,  and  Captain  John  Fergu»on, 
whom  1  a«ked  as  from  myself,  stating  that  the  party  was 
t»  be  quite  priyate.  I  suppose  there  was  no  harm  in 
this,  and  it  helped  us  weU  on.  I  believe  your  nephew 
and  my  young  chief  enters  life  with  as  favorable  auspices 
as  could  weU  attend  him,  for  to  few  youths  can  attach  so 
many  good  wishes,  and  none  can  look  back  to  more  esti- 
mable examples  both  in  his  father  and  grandfather.  1 
think  he  will  succeed  to  the  warm  and  social  affections 
of  his  relatives,  which,  if  they  sometimes  occasion  pain 
to  those  who  possess  them,' contain  also  the  purest  sources 
of  happiness  as  well  as  of  virtue. 

Our  late  Pitt  meeting  amounted  to  about  800,  a  most 
tremendous  multitude.  I  had  charge  of  a  separate  room, 
containing  a  detachment  of  about  250,  and  gained  a 
headache  of  two  days,  by  roaring  to  them  for  five  or  six 
hours  ahnost  incessantly.  The  Foxites  had  also  a  vei^ 
numerous  meeting,  —  600  at  least,  but  sad  scamps.  We 
had  a  most  fo.midable  band  of  young  men,  almost  all 

I  ["Itw«oll«iJ«il«rkrfil»pFO<iftll»ltli.T[tl»«>«l«]w<««"S'' 
WilUr'i,  th»t  h.  WM  MT«  taiow»  to  rrfM  to  thm.,  though  Ihoy  wm.  th« 
ooDrtut  topic  of  ooDTmcHo.  i»  oitrj  oompMij  .t  th.  ttae.  I  iMolleet, 
h«w««,OB.«rlki.*iMtMO«toth.oo.tr.r7.  In  the  month  of  Jmjuij, 
1821,  >  ainiiM  w«  giim  in  th.  Wntorloo  Boon*  Einboigh,  to  •  tag. 
rMC,  of  g™tUm.n,  to  MUtart.  th.  wrfng  H.ir  -  It  to  c.U.d  m  Soot- 
Uniof  .JooDg  gM.U.iMii,to  th.  terg.  Mttt-  of  l.i,  uk»«o».  S»W.1- 
t«  h.»tag  b«in  Ch«icllM  of  th.  Inqn-t,  dio  p«.i<iirf  .t  th.  dniMr  mi 
irftn  th.  iuii»l  toMU  on  inch  oonrion,  h.  ton,  ~»1,  with  •  imUing  fM«, 
nwk.  to  th.  following  .««* :  '  0.otl«nMi,  I  d»r«  ■«?  joo  h.T.  »«a  <»  • 
,Sr«ai.d  Dudi.  Dinmont,  uid  hto  dog..  He  had  old  Pepi-r  u.d  old 
Mn>tud,  nnd  jonng  P.pp.'  "d  young  Mn.t»d,  M.d  btU.  P.pp.r  and  lit 
tl.  Hnrtnrd;  bnt  he  ™.d  to  «.y  OM.  "  be«t  or  body,  .duertion  diotdd 
nnh.  minded;  .  dog  to  good  for  nothing  nnta  it  h«i  b<«n  wmI  .ntowd  i 
1  h.T.  J..J.  had  my  dog.  w»l  .nt«.d."  Now,  g.nU.m.n  I  un  .nr. 
[th.  Dnk.]  h..  been  w»l  .ntM.d,  and  if  yon  plou.  we  A^  f™^*?" 
h«lth  of  hto  guardian^' "  -  Oibroi'.  B.miniK.MM  «/  S.r  Waiter  »»«.] 

•  Th.  bto  Thoma.  Elliot  OgUTi.,  Beq.,  of  Chmt.ri,  m  BoibnrghaUn 
—oo.  of  Kp  Waltw".  good  frlMid.  among  hia  (wnntry  ndghhoM. 


i8ji  letter  to  lord  MONTAGU  aiy 
born  gentlemen  and  lealon.  prcelytee.  We  .haU  now 
begin  to  look  «x.onJy  to  London  for  new..     1  ™ppo«, 

f  ^t  M^°-^^  *^''  Tl  '"  *^  «™"  •'  Common.:  W 
diey  .hould  go  out.  and  let  the  other,  mike  ihe  be.t  oJ 
t  wrth  their  acquitted  Queen,  who  wiU  be  a  tioklirfi  card 
m  their  hand  for  .he  i.  by  nature  mtrigante  mo»  way. 
^  one.     The  lo«  of  Canning  i.  a  .^riou.  dilld™! 

3.'  r^T?lTj"f''^  '"™  8°*^  *»'™'«  """J  good 
ta»te;  but  I  thmk  he  Jone  ha.  that  higher  order  of  ^ 
which  we  caU  geniu..  I  wiri.  he  had  had  more  prud^ 
A^?""""^-     "«•»'««<"'»  mo.t  unlucky  p^liticir 

T™  .  5^'.  '^"  compliment,  attend  my  young  chiTf, 
now  Mated,  to  u«3  an  Oriental  phra«,,  upoi  the  iu^w! 
I  am  Jmo.t  knocked  up  with  public  meeting,.,  for  the 

week.     On  Friday  I  had  my  Pittite  .towardship ;  _  on 

^™  H  i^  "^'^  ^r*"^'  for  I  had  a  meeting  of  that 
Ie«ned  body  at  my  hou«  hurt  night,  where  mulled  wine 
ud  punch  were  manufactured  and  consumed  according 
to  the  kte.t  ph.lo«>phical  di«»yerie..  Beside,  all  thi.T 
I  have  before  my  eye.  the  terror,  of  a  certain  Highland 
AMociation    who  dine  bonneted  and  kilted  in  the  old 

wv""  ^  "''  f  y""'  "^  ~""*)'  "">  "■»«!  to  the 
toeth.  Thi.  18  rather  Mvere  wrvice;  but  men  who  wear 
brMd.word.,  du^k.,  and  pietoU,  are  not  to  be  neglected 
m  the«  day.j  and  the  Gael  are  very  loyal  kd.,  »  it  i. 
^„  li  T  ?  "/  ""  "■A™"*'  with  them.  Once  mote, 
my  ddar  Lord,  farewell,  and  believe  me  alway.  mo.t 
^yS'x"''  Walteb  Scott. 

ii  the  co™«e  of  the  riotou.  week  commemorated  in  the 
precedmg  letter,  appeared  Kenilworth,  in  three  volume, 
port  8vo,  like  Ivanhoe,  which  form  was  adhered  to  with 
»U  the  subwquent  noveU  of  the  wrie..     Kenilworth  was 
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one  of  the  mott  inooeMful  of  them  «U  .t  the  time  of  pub- 
S^tionTand  it  continue..  «id,  I  doubt  not,  w.U  ever 
,;"tinu;  to  be  pl«o«l  in  the  very  highe.t  huA  of  pr«« 
Action.'    TherichT«letyofch««>ter.andKenery,md 

incident  in  thU  novel,  h«  """•J^'^'^.^VT^Zrr' 
nor,  with  the  one  exception  of  The  Bnde  of  Lammer- 
mo^r,  h«  Scott  bequeathed  u.  a  deeper  and  more  affect- 
ing  tragedy  than  that  of  Amy  Kobeart. 

l»Jw  kSub,  l.  jo»  d.bl,  u»l  l-f«.  1  «t  oot  for  urn.,  "™«»«°*" 
S^^^JTTr.-r.iJ.'"*  •k'-'*'''*  l^*  delight  bj  »„««.«.. 

Idnl^  iMt  •!!  h«  T.l»r«W.  »ii»i«.»  on  thu  iid.  ol  tk.  Tw~d  would 
L™  W  d^T.n  to  d-p-r  b,  .  p«rt«it  o.  h.,  M.i».y  •«»•  *•  ""^ 
"m.  Slurp.'.  ine.»io«.  A.tob«-  Tl»  •»*";. •"•?"," '"J^t^ 
°lrjf.irT3h»  Jlo-.d  h,r  »  m«.y  of  h.r  .«1  biitoric  J  """"l**' J 
S"r.Jl,lu.,l*.  S,m«W«t.n.,^  "TI"!'™  t^l" 
•ho Jd  at  l.»t  Jlo.  h.r  to  h.«  b...  .  b— -.  1  "»  »?' "^r^ 
~«  lik.  .od  .Dioj  KmiilcoriA  quit,  u  Il..cll  »  UJ  of    tt  P^T';^ 

I«.l  irt.r.rt,  th.t  p.rk.p.  I  Ilk.  it  b.tt.r  from  il.  h.T.ng  io  Irttl.  of  th. 
:Zto^  C- ««>  k'«*« ''>.  «lon.  .al  «l»r  tJ- of  th.  ««." - 

Familutr  LeIUn,  loL  IL  p.  lOTJ 


CHAPTEB  U 
rarr  to  lokdon.  -  peoject  or  thb  botai.  gocnrr 

Of  UTEBATUBE.  -  AFPAIBg  OF  THE  18TH  HC88ASS. 
—  1L.JIBIA0E  or  CAPTAIN  ADAM  PEB0C8OM.  —  LBT- 
TEBS  TO  LORD  gIDMOUTH,  LORD  MONTAOC,  ALLAN 
CVNNWOHAM,  MBS.  LOCKHABT,   AND  COENET  SCOTT 

1821 

Bepobe  the  end  of  January,  1821,  Scott  went  to  Lon- 
don  at  the  r^uest  of  the  other  Clerks  of  Session,  that  he 
might  wateh  over  the  progress  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
designed  to  rebeve  them  from  a  considerable  part  of  their 
drudgery,  m  attesting  recorded  deed.,  by  signature;  — 
and  his  stay  was  prolonged  untU  near  the  beginning  of 
the  Summer  term  of  his  Court.  His  letters  while  in 
London  are  mostly  to  his  own  family,  and  on  strictly 
domestic  topics;  but  I  shaU  extract  a  few  of  them,  chiefly 
(for  reasons  which  I  have  already  sufficiently  intimated) 
those  addressed  to  his  son  the  Comet.  I  need  not  tres- 
pass on  the  reader's  attention  by  any  attempt  to  expUin 
m  detaU  the  matters  to  which  these  letters  refer.  It  wiU 
be  seen  that  Sir  Walter  had  heard  some  rumors  of  ir- 
"gnlanty  m  the  interior  of  the  18th  Hussars;  and  that 
the  consequent  interference  of  the  then  Commander  of 
the  Forces  in  Irehmd,  the  kte  Sir  David  Baird,  had  been 
received  in  anything  but  a  spirit  of  humility.  The  re- 
ports  that  reached  Scott  proved  to  Uve  been  most  ab- 
surdly exaggerated;  but  nevertheless  his  observations  on 
them  seem  weU  worth  quoting.  It  so  happened  that  the 
l»th  was  one  of  several  regimenta  about  to  be  reduced  at 
this  tune;  and  as  soon  as  that  event  took  place.  Comet 
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Scott  wii  lent  to  trmrel  in  0«nn«iy.  with  ■  lUm  to  hU 
improTenwnt  in  tin  loieno*  of  hii  prof««ion.  Ho  «ft|rr- 
wudi  ipent  1  brief  period,  for  the  nme  pnrpoie,  in  tbe 
Bond  Milituy  College  of  Smahnnti  «nd  erelong  he 
obtained  a  oommiMion  M  lieutemmt  in  tbe  16th  or  Kjng  • 
Hnuut,  in  whioh  diitinguiebed  oorpe  hU  f«ther  Ured 

to  lee  him  Mejor.  .  ,    .    i     j  _ 

It  viU  alio  be  seen,  that  dnnng  thii  Tirit  to  London 
Bir  Walter  wa»  releawd  from  ooneiderabU  aniiety  on 
aoooont  of  hU  daughter  Sophia,  whom  he  had  left  in 
•  weak  etate  of  health  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  mteUigenoe 
of  her  iafe  aooonoheroent  of  a  boy,  —  John  Hugh  Look- 
hart,  the  "Hugh  Littlejohi"  of  the  Take  of  a  Grand- 
father. The  approaching  marriage  of  Captain,  now  Sir 
Adam  FerguKin,  to  whioh  wme  jocular  aUutioni  occur, 
may  be  ola««d  with  tbeee  objeota  of  family  luterert;  and 
that  event  wai  the  «)uroe  of  unmixed  wtisfaction  to 
Scott,  ai  it  did  not  interrupt  hie  enjoyment  of  hi.  old 
friend'.  Moiety  in  the  country;  for  the  Captain,  though 
he  then  pitched  a  tent  for  himiieU,  did  »  at  a  very  .hort 
di.tanoe  f»m  HunUy  Bum.  rbelieve  the  en.umg  ex- 
tracto  will  need  no  further  commentary. 

10  MBa.  LOCKHAKr,  oaiAi  maa  »mm,  idikboboh. 
DnTOl  Pam,  F»teii«T  18,  1821. 

Mt  dkabsm  Sophia,  — I  received  aa  much  pleMure, 
and  wai  reUeved  from  a.  much  anxiety,  a.  ever  I  felt  m 
my  life,  by  Lookhart'i  kind  note,  which  acquainted  me 
with  the  happy  period  that  ha.  been  put  to  your  .uffer- 
ing,  and,  aa  I  hope  and  trurt,  to  the  complaint,  which 
ocoaeioned  it.  Yon  are  now,  my  deareet  girl,  beginning 
a  new  courw  of  pleaeures,  aniietie.,  and  dutie.,  and  tbe 
beat  I  can  wi.h  for  you  is,  that  your  little  boy  may  prove 
the  «une  dutiful  and  affectionate  chUd  which  you  have 
alway.  been  to  me,  and  that  God  may  give  him  a  sound 
and  healthy  mind,  with  a  good  con«titution  of  bo^-- 
the  greatest  blewings  which  this  earth  can  beitow.    Fray 
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b«MafaOT«ly  OMrful  of  youmU  fo,  Km,  tim..     Yonng 
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••It-  wdl  too  ioon.     I  b«g  you  to  b.  cutioui  in  thii 


^nUy  r«.,Tri  h.™.  .nd  hi.  h«Jth  «,d  you™  touted 

It.  r'T:.  ^.f  ^"' "  <•""•  -»•  "<>  i-w2 

L^      ^^  CWlotto,  who  luu  rejoined  them,  i. 

^T*^,  j""'"'  *"•"""  '"''•*<'•  Thi.  pUoe  i.  .U  light 
«d  .plendor,  oomp.,ed  to  I«ndon,  whe«  I  w„  forced 
to  u..  oMdle.  tUl  ten  o'olock  .t  le«t.    I  hnve  a  «, 

wi^  "  °°  ^""-^y  *"•■  the  Duke  of  WeUingtoni 
W«Jne«Uy  wiU.  C™ker,  «,d  „  on.  Love  to  L-fth^ 
C.pU.n,  «id  the  Violet,  ud  give  your  UaUing  .  ki„ 

of  the  child,  for  that  is  .  »riou.  point.  There  are  no 
d^j.  in  the  hotol  where  I  lodge.  buVa  tolerably  oorver" 
^     Jn-'^^f  \'  r"  ?'  •«»»•  'rith  me  in  Uie  mora- 

from  Eton  to  we  me,  lo  I  muet  bi«.k  off.  -I  am.  mv 
dear  love   jioat  affectionately  youre,  ' 

Walteb  Scott. 
TO  WAina  Mon,  a«..  powdbixu)  BiaBiCM.  Dumnr. 

Watibloo  Horn,,  JamTo  Sti—t, 
■u  ■—  Ftbraury  19, 1821. 

Mt  dbab  Waitm,  _  I  ha™  ju.t  received  your  letter. 
I  wnd  you  a  draft  for  £60,  which  you  muit  make  «>  ai 
lar  aa  you  can.  a-  «• 

There  i,  what  I  have  no  doubt  is  a  very  idle  npott 
tare,  of  your  paying  rather  marked  attention  toTne 
yomig  lady  m  particular.  I  beg  you  would  do  nothing 
that  can  justify  such  a  rumor,  as  it  would  excite  m? 
yheH  dupUamre  should  you  either  entangle  yourseU 
or  any  other  person.  I  am,  and  have  always  been,  quite 
>  MiDgo  wH  a  tsTorito  NairfinaiUaiul  iog. 
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frank  with  you,  and  beg  you  will  be  equally  so  with  me. 
One  should,  in  justice  to  the  young  women  they  live 
with,  be  very  cautious  not  to  give  the  least  countenance 
to  such  rumors.  They  are  not  easUy  avoided,  but  are 
always  highly  prejudicial  to  the  parties  concerned;  and 
what  begins  in  foUy  ends  in  serious  misery— ouw  ou 

lecteur.  „     .      ^   ,  .. 

BeUeve  me,  dear  Comet,  your  affectionate  father, 

Waltee  Scott. 

1:  S.  —  I  wish  you  could  pick  me  up  the  Irish  lilt  of 
» tune  to  "  Patrick  Fleming."    The  song  begins,  — 

"  Fitriek  Fleming  wm  •  ([iilMit  loliBm, 
He  euried  hie  mneket  orer  bii  thoulder. 
When  I  ooek  my  ptotaO,  wken  I  di«w  m  j  r»p«r, 
I  — .w»  thui  ewid  in  mm  of  me,  for  I  w  •  t»ker. 

FeUft)   etc. 

From  another  verse  in  the  same  song,  it  seems  the  hero 
was  in  such  a  predicament  as  your  own :  — 

"  If  yon  ke  Peter  Fleming,  ■>  I  mppoee  yon  k«,  lir, 
W«  •re  three  pedlui  welWng  on  eo  free,  eir. 
We  are  three  pedUm  Mnaking  on  to  DnUii, 
With  nothing  in  our  pooketi  to  p»y  for  onrlodgmg. 

TO  WALTER  SCOTT,  ESQ.,  IMH   HUBSAM,   CAPKMUJnr. 

Lomos,  17th  Much,  1821. 

Mt  deab  Commakdant  of  CAPPOQcm,  — Wishing 
Tou  ioy  of  your  new  government,  these  are  to  inform  you 
that  I  am  still  in  London.  The  Ute  aspersion  on  your 
regiment  induced  me  to  protract  my  stay  here,  with  a 
view  to  see  the  Duke  of  York  on  your  behalf,  which  1 
did  yesterday.  His  Boyal  Highness  expressed  himself 
most  obligingly  disposed,  and  promised  to  consider  what 
could  best  be  done  to  forward  your  miUtary  eduMtion. 
I  told  him  frankly,  that  in  giving  yon  to  the  Kmg  s 
service  I  had  done  all  that  was  in  my  power  to  show  our 
attachment  to  his  Majesty  and  the  country  which  had 
b«en  BO  kind  to  me,  and  that  it  was  my  utmost  ambition 
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both  well.  He  said  he  would  give  the  affair  hi.  nartio 
^  oon^deration.  and  see  whether  he  couS  pat  C^t 
tte  e.tabhriunent  at  Sandhurst,  without  any  "t  iT 

an  exception  to  the  rule  of  nenioritv  of  rtandino.^^ 
VJ^^^  of  application  in  your  favor  wln"'an'^X% 

Jnf^""  ^'  ^;  ?•''  """y  '■'"*  MP«Mions,  I  have  litUe 
doubt  you  W.U  have  more  than  justice  done  yoTin  ^ 

KtTusrrr*"  ''""''"'«'<'"  course  th^uy^^ 
but  It  must  be  by  your  own  exertions,  my  dearest  bov 
ftatyou  must  render  yourself  qnalified'to  ^avJ^ou^^K 
WoA  'Z^T'"'"^:^'^^  '""  ""y  •"'™  offered  to^u 
oont«>ted  for  want  of  assistance  of  masters,  etc.,  beoau« 
the  knowledge  which  we  acquire  by  our  own  uSd 

z^iirA.rre't.tii'rs- 
='^^^-!rirofrytej^S-:^c 

tioX  TT  ™"'''  ^^^  y°»  '  «"'«  "^"tan'ce  «:: 
^e^^'f  *  ^r"'  ""  *°  '^  ^'""'d  «>"»»'  every, 
the  road  to  a  willing  student.  Let  me  eamesUy  recom! 
m«.d  m  your  reading  to  keep  fast  to  particuki  W 
and  suffer  no  one  thing  to  encroach  on  tbTother. 

l^harles  s  last  letter  was  unoommonlv  steadv  <aA  n« 
pared  me  for  one  from  Mr.  Willia^^  k  wM  ho  «' 

fZ^  "if."".'"*'  V"  «  ""eh  't^nger  degree  than 
formerly      Thi,  „  truly  comfortable,  and  may  reKe^° 

AJJ  in  Edinburgh  are  quite  weU,  and  no  fear,  exirt 

~vmg  those  of  little  Catherine"  for  the  babHen^ 

1  Vn.  LooUurt*!  mtU. 


214 


SIR  WALTER  SCOTT         mt.  49 


fairies  take  it  away  before  the  ohristening.  I  will  send 
some  books  to  you  from  hence,  if  I  can  find  means  to 
transmit  them.  I  shoold  like  you  to  read  with  care  the 
campaigns  of  Buonaparte,  which  have  been  written  in 
French  with  much  science.' 

I  hope,  indeed  I  am  sure,  I  need  not  remind  you  to 
be  very  attentive  to  your  duty.  You  have  but  a  small 
charge,  but  it  is  a  charge,  and  rashness  or  carelessness 
may  1«kI  to  discredit  in  the  commandant  of  Cappoquin, 
as  well  as  in  a  field-marshal.  In  the  exercise  of  your 
duty,  be  tender  of  the  lower  classes;  and  as  you  are 
strong,  be  merciful.  In  this  you  wiU  do  your  master 
good  service,  for  show  me  the  manners  of  the  man,  and 
I  will  judge  those  of  the  master. 

In  your  present  situation,  it  may  be  interesting  to  you 
to  know  that  the  bill  for  Catholic  Emancipation  will 
pass  the  Commons  without  doubt,  and  very  probably  the 
Peers  also,  unless  the  Spiritual  Lords  make  a  groat  rally. 
Nobody  here  cares  much  about  it,  and  if  it  docs  not  pass 
this  year,  it  will  the  next,  without  doubt. 

Among  other  improvements,  I  wish  you  would  amend 
your  hand.  It  is  a  deplorable  scratch,  and  far  the  worst 
of  the  famUy.  Charles  writes  a  firm  good  hand  in  com- 
parison. .  J,  V  T 
You  may  address  your  next  to  Abbotsford,  where  1 
long  to  be,  being  heartily  tired  of  fine  company  and  fine 
living,  from  dukes  and  duchesses,  down  to  turbot  and 
plovers'  eggs.  It  is  very  weU  for  a  while,  but  to  be 
kept  at  it  makes  one  feel  like  a  poodle  dog  compelled 
to  stand  forever  on  his  hind  legs.  —  Most  affectionately 
j,„at,                                               Walter  Scott. 

During  this  visit  to  London,  Sir  Walter  appears  to 
have  been  consulted  by  several  persons  in  authority  as 
to  the  project  of  a  Society  of  Literature,  for  which  the 

1  TUi  bttans  MInnd  kj  «  Mrroi  QnuA  JbdWi  lUbnM 
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ST*"""^  ^  "*"  '°"«'*«d.  "d  which  mu.  M. 

most  admirable  one,  I  have  aa  ».t  f.Ji^     "  "w  a»  » 

at  Abbcteford,  to  the  then  Secretary  ofState  f^^ 
W  ^'^^"-^  ">»  placed  K  h^S^  t;  1 
King  J  but  .t  seem,  probable,  that  whatever  hie  JdLeZ 

ered  hmiMlf  ae  already,  in  wme  measure.  pled«d  to 
oonnteuanoe  the  projected  academy.  ^     '^ 

TO  THK  BIOHT  HO^.   TH.  LOR»  v»00UHT  SmMOUTH.  imi 
Kre->  BTO.,   WHmcHALl. 

I  l^Tb'^'s.-?'^  tot;rCtrth^  p^. 

I  wa.  only  honored  with  yonr  Lordehip's  letter  yert^ 
day.  Whatever  n»  can  be  made  of  my  lelter  to  '  too 
a.6  very  dl^otrived  project  to  which  it  ,Zt^  ^ 
^wer  the  pnrpo«,  for  which  it  waa  written  I  dolot 
^  remember  the  term,  in  which  my  remonstra^^to 
Ifr.  mere  was  conched.  for  it  was  positively  w^n 
hrtw,^  sleepmg  ^d  waking,  bnt  yorLor^T wS 
W  judge  how  fa,  the  content,  may  be  proper  for  M, 
3fM'  eye;  and  if  the  sentiment,  apjLTli^lJ 
di.hab.Ue.  there  is  the  true  apology  that  ttTwtre  mv» 
mhmded  to  go  to  Court.  Fr^Tore  thim  S  Z^' 
^.«e  with  the  liter^  world,  duringS/T, 
torn  more  or  les,  «,qu«nted  with  every  distinguid«d 

«n  enabled  to  »y,  with  a  feeling  next  to  cer^inty.  Sal 
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th.  Bl«n  oui  only  end  In  wmethuig  very  nnplea«nt.  At 
^itZ^s  Majesty  should  ««* -^  "j^^  ' j:^;'X 
«n«  to  «y  or  .uppo«3  that  any  rt^  ^«  ^"i^red 
,Hph,  in  .«ch  a  n^tte^c^  o^^h^  be_  consj^  ^^ 

rowTJ^Selt^biTgo^^ityond  the^"^  of  ^^ 
«Umeanine  but  miBindging  pe«onih  and  the  whole 

oemed.  /"^  "Pri'iu^teep  mywlf  from  my  enemies;" 

frt^t^X^r^'n^wStTe'^of 

"  'ZZnoi  letters  fight  their  o^.way  with  the  puWic. 
and  Ut  his  Majesty,  according  as  his  own  excellent  taste 
^d  UWirdirtilte,  honor  wiU.  hi.  Pat"»»8«'  »• 
Z^  hTZ  manner  fitted  to  their  stud.es  and  hab.ts 
STwho  are  able  to  di-tinguish  themselves  ^d^^:! 

t^n'd^den^^^^he  |-e««f  ""  f't^  ^— 

irTut';ortiC7h„^;3: 

r»  better  Ught  a»n  I  can.  and  I  would  not  wish  the 
cause  of  letters  in  better  hands.  ,  .  .    „  ™..ibU 

lam  now  in  a  scene  changed  a.  completely  ae  possible 
f in'Sio"  in  which  I  Ud  the  great  Pj'^'-^^^'^^, 
your  Lordship  lately,  riding  through  the  "^«  »"J 
™^  instead  of  traversing  the  streets  m  a  earru«e,  and 
S"gXkey-toddy  with  mine  honest  ne.ghbo«  J 
!tead  of  Champagne  and  Burgundy.  I  have  gained, 
Wer.  hi  pohiT7f  e««rt  poUtid  information,  fori 
HTe  knowupon  Tweedside  with  much  greater  accu- 
^  whaUrd-Tand  intended  in  the  Cabinet,  th«.  ever 
Kilea™  whtn  Uving  with  the  Minis^rs  five  day.  >. 
aTw^k!    Mine  honest  Teviotdale  friends,  whom  I  left 
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in  a  high  Queen-fever,  an  now  beginning  to  be  wme- 
what  aahamed  of  themselves,  and  to  malce  as  great  ad- 
TOioe.  towards  retracting  their  opinion  as  they  are  ever 
kiioTO  to  do,  which  amounts  to  this:  "God  judge  me, 
°"  W-— ,  the  Kmg  -8  no  been  so  dooms  far  wron« 
afto  a  in  yon  Queen's  job  like;"  which,  being  inter- 
pretod,  signifle.,  "We  will  fight  for  the  King  t»  the 
death.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  in  other  places;  but 
1  never  saw  so  sudden  and  violent  a  delusion  possess  the 
minds  of  men  u  my  life,  even  those  of  sensible,  steady, 
well-mtentioned  fellows,  that  would  fight  knee^eep 
agamst  the  BadioaU.    It  is  well  over,  thank  God 

My  best  compliments  attend  the  ladies.  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  Lord,  your  truly  obliged  and  faithful  humble 
'*'^''  WiLTEE  Scon. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  insert  the  preceding  letter, 
because  it  indicates  with  sufficient  distinctness  what 
Scott  s  opmions  always  were  as  to  a  subject  on  which, 
from  his  eiperisnce  and  position,  he  must  have  reflected 
very  seriously.  In  how  far  the  results  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  have  tended  to 
confirm  or  to  weaken  ihe  weight  of  his  authority  on  these 
matters,  I  do  not  presume  to  have  formed  any  judgment. 
He  received,  about  the  same  time,  a  volume  of  poetry 
^  Allan  Cunningham,  which  included  the  drama  of  Sir 
Marmaduke  Maxwell:  and  I  am  happy  to  quote  his  let- 
ter of  acknowledgment  to  that  high-spirited  and  inde- 
pendent author  in  the  same  page  with  the  foregoinit 
monition  to  the  dispensers  of  patronage. 

TO  HB.  ALLAS  OrajIDrOttUI,  MOLESTONE  STIUSIT,   MHUCO. 

-,  Abbohfobd,  27lh  Ai>ril. 

Ueah  Allan,— Accept  my  kind  thanks  for  your 
utUe  modest  volume,  received  two  days  since.  I  was 
»«qnainted  with  most  of  the  pieces,  and  yet  I  perused 
ttem  aU  with  renewed  pleasure,  and  especially  my  old 
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friend  8b  M»n»dnke  with  hi.  new  f^'-^^J^ 
u.irtu>o.  ol  «n  April  .ui.,  which  u  at  leng^,  i^ 
many  »  rough  hU"t,  beginning  to  tmUe  on  u..    The 
Sa  hi^l'  my  oonoe^on.  more  poetical  conception 
a^dpoetickl  exprcMion  in  it.  than  most  of  our  modem 
:^tf^..^erhap.,  indeed,  it o«».ionaUy  .»-ey.n 
in  tbTricbneM  of  poetical  expreuion ;  for  the  ^8^°^ 
^ion.  though  bold  «id  agurative.  U  bnef  »d  eon^« 
^e  i^e  tLe.    But  what  would,  .n  actmg,  be  a  more 
„riou.  objection,  i.  the  compUcated  nature  of  the  ptot^ 
which  i.  «ry  ob«>ure.     I  hope  you  wjll  mJ«.  .mother 
d»matic  attempt;  and.  in  that  caw.  I  would  efaongly 
recommend  that  you  .hould  previou.ly  make  a  model  or 
^eton  of  your  incidents,  diriding  them  regularly  mto 
m.  and  i>to.  «,  a.  to  insure  the  dependence  of  one 
distance  upon  «.other.  and  the  simpl.c.ty  «.d  union 
ofvour  whole  story.     The  common  cla«i  of  readers,  and 
mo^^^^tSly  oT  spectator,,  are  thick-skulled  en<mgh. 
„d  can  hardly  comprehend  what  they  see  and  hear, 
^esTS^qTWhemm^ed  in.  and  guided  to  the  sen«,  at 

"'ne^Zties  of  time  and  pUoe  have  »l"»y'  'PP^'^ 

to  me  fopperies,  as  far  as  they  requ»e  close  ohsemnce 

of  the  F?^ch  mles.     StiU,  the  nearer jou  o«.  oome  to 

Lm.  it  is  always,  no  doubt,  tk,  bettor,  ^^JT^ 

Z^<^  will  be  more  probable.     But  the  un.ty  of  «*» 

_!  mean  that  continuity  which  unites  every  "^-e  «ith 

the  other,  and  mdtes  the  catastrophe  tte  »»t^»»* 

probable  result  of  all  that  has  go^o  ^^^—TZ^t 

STa  critical  rule  which  cannot  safely  be  d»f-^J'";; 

Without  such  a  regular  deduction  of  »e;*»^.  ™°' 

atontion  become,  distracted,  and  the  most  be^utiftd  Un- 

Zge,  if  at  aU  listened  to.  creates  no  mterest.  wd  » 

K  place.     I  wonld  give.  ».  an  sample.  ti«.«.dden^ 

entertained  «.d  as  suddenly  abandoned  jealousy  of  S» 

Marmaduke   (p.  85).  as  a  n-Oes.  exore«!enoe  m  the 

action  of  the  drama. 
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whL^  7^  T^  unwonrtomed  to  offer  oritioinn,  «,d 
^en  I  do  «,,  .t  ..  bec„„  I  believe  in  my  „„1  Uurt  I 
jm  endeavopmg  to  pluck  .w«y  the  weed,  which  Wde 
flower.  weU  worthy  of  cultivation.  In  your  Z>  Z 
ndme«  of  your  Ungm^c,  «,d  fertility  of'y^lJlC 

uL":n^JIT  '«"''"'  "'■''"'  I  '"'J''  "•^• 
nev«  Ct       i^°  P"'J  "^  *^'  •"^"  <»»'"«.  I  would 

wMe  tW  T*^*  "'""^'"  ""'-*  ™"^'J  "O-"  do  good. 
whJe  they  only  gave  pain.  Did  you  ever  read  Sav!^^ 
beautifal  poem  of  The  Wanderer?    H  notVdo  wild 

Wel^  ■"awLt'f/!^'"''  '  ^^'  att^JhetTlTrd 
MaxweU-a  want  of  distmct  preci,ion  and  inteUigibility 
about  the  story,  which  counteracts,  especially  with  ordi 

S.::Se*'''  ^"r  "^  ^'""""'  ^^orefblT Ltn 
portioal  imagery,  and  animated  description. 

AU  th,s  freedom  you  will  excuse,  I  know,  on  the  part 
of  one  who  has  the  truest  respect  for  Uie  manly  indene^ 
ence  of  oWter  which  res^for  its  sup^rt  on  W 
mdast^,  mstead  of  indulging  the  foolish'^ldi„us:et 

r  ji  '"''  'r  "'^"'^  •°'»o  •»«'•  of  real  taJent. 

rinn^r  '"'f«<"°.'»->o-»o  to  become  sot. -some  to 
&tr^'  "*°  "ft-others  into  the  equal  mi^ 
enes  of  dependence,  merely  because,  forsooth,  ttev  were 
men  of  genius,  and  wise  above  the  ordinarTmd  I  «r 
the  manly  duties  of  human  life.        °""°^'  "^  '■  "^ 

krinn*?,*^  "*"  P~*^  "  *^  '«"  on  condition  of 
ta^ng  aside  common  sense  in  the  ordinwy  transaction. 

"imTrrK  l^""""'  "■<»  therefoTdrX  I 
nresiae  m  your  hours  of  leisure  when  yon  have  pUved 

P^ril.     '"'\^»king  those  hour,  Jso  a  little  prefltabk 
Perhaps  «miething  of  the  dramatic  romance,  if  you  amfi 
'  I'KiivBemy  IT.  AMin.aMm  I. 
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hit  on  »  good  rabjeot,  «nd  combine  the  loene.  weU,  might 
u,."er.  A  beautiful  thing  with  .ppropmte  muiio, 
Kenei,  etc.,  might  be  woTen  out  of  the  Mermud  of  0.1- 

""when  there  ii  u>y  ohmoo  of  Mr.  Ch«ntrey  ooming 
this  w»y,  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know;  «nd  if  you  oome 
with  hhn,  »  much  the  better.  I  like  hmi  a.  much  for 
his  mannen  as  for  his  genius. 

■•  H>  b  •  Dui  wltlumt  a  daft  S 
Hk  hMit  k  Inuik  without  >  law." 

ThU  is  a  horrible  long'  letter  for  so  vile  a  correspond- 
ent as  I  am.  Once  more,  my  best  thanks  for  the  httto 
volume.  M«l  believe  me  your,  truly.    ^^^  g^ 

I  now  return  to  Sir  Welter's  correspondence  with  the 
Comet  at  Cappoquin. 

TO  WAUID  soorr,  xsq.,  IWH  hdssass. 

ABBOnKOD,  ApiQ  91,  1821. 
Mt  dkab  Waltbe,  —  .  •  A  democrat  in  any  situs- 
tion  is  but  a  siUy  sort  of  fellow,  but  a  demoorataoal  m1- 
dier  is  worse  than  an  ordinary  traitor  by  ten  1hou«nd 
decrees,  as  he  forgeto  his  miUtary  honor,  and  is  faitUem 
to  the  master  whose  bread  he  eats.  Thif«  distrnguished 
heroes  of  this  class  have  arisen  in  my  time— Lord  M- 
ward  Fitsgerald,  Colonel  Despard,  and  Captam  Thutle- 
wood  — and,  with  the  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  »U 
men,  they  died  the  death  of  infamy  and  guUt.  If  a  man 
of  honor  is  unhair'  enough  to  entertain  opmions  moon- 
sistent  with  the  service  in  which  he  finds  hunself ,  it  u 
his  duty  at  once  to  resign  his  commission;  maotuig 
otherwise,  he  disgraces  himself  forever.  .  .  .  The  re- 
ports are  very  strange,  also,  with  respect  to  the  priTSte 

induct  of  certain  officers Gentlemen   mainto» 

their  characters  even  in  f  ollowmg  their  most  licentious 
pleasures,  otherwise  they  resemble  the  very  scavengers  m 
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a»  rtreeto.  .  .  .  I  l»d  written  you  »  long  latter  on 
oUjer  .nbjeeta,  but  the«  om,™„.ti„o„  i^JJ^Zmj 
fcr.     ?t  r*"  "*  «~'  »ne..meM  on  Moount  (rf 

to  Z^^^""'-™  »''  *^"  •"''J"*-  I  J»^«  »  titta 
to  expect  perfect  .moerity,  having  alway.  treated  you 
with  opennen  on  my  part.  ' 

Pray  write  immedUtely,  and  at  length.-!  remain 
your  affectionate  father,  wL™,  ic^T^ 


DuAi.  W...,n„  m,    ^»«™™».  April  IB,  WSl. 

BIAS  Waltto,-.  ..  The  great  point  in  the  mean 
While  u  to  acquire  such  preliminary  information  a«  mav 
render  you  quahfled  to  profit  by  Sandhur.t  when  you  Ket 
thither.  Amongat  my  acquaintance,  the  men  of  greateat 
iMonnation  have  been  those  who  seemed  but  indifferently 
situated  for  the  acquisition  of  it,  but  who  exerted  them- 
Mi™,  m  proportion  to  tbt  infrequency  of  their  opportu- 

The  noble  Captain  Ferguwm  was  married  on  Monday 
tart.  I  was  present  at  the  bridal,  and  I  assure  you  the 
hke  hath  not  been  seen  since  the  days  of  Lesmaham 
iafce  his  prototype,  the  Captain  advanced  in  a  jaunty 
militaiy  step,  with  a  kind  of  leer  on  his  face  that  Memed 
to  quia  the  whole  affair.  You  should  write  to  your  bro- 
tter  sportsman  and  soldier,  and  wish  the  veteran  joy  of 
las^tr««»  into  the  band  of  Benedicts.  Odd  enough 
that  I  should  christen  a  grandchUd  and  attend  the  w^- 
amg  of  a  contemporary  within  two  days  of  each  other 
1  have  smt  John  of  Shye  with  Tom,  and  aU  the  rabble- 
ment  which  they  can  collect,  to  play  the  pipes,  d«,ut, 
and  fire  guns  below  the  Captain' j  windows  this  morning- 
»nd  1  am  just  going  over  to  hover  about  on  my  pony, 

to Hrnfl^R  ""^  T^'T-     ^'  ""PPy  P"'  «t^«l 
to  Huntly  Bum  on  Saturday;  but  yesterday  being  Sun- 
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cUy,  we  ptrmittad  them  to  enjoy  their  pillowi  la  quiet. 
Thii  moniiiig  they  mnet  not  eiqieot  to  get  off  eo  well. 
Prey  write  icon,  and  girt  me  the  hietory  ol  your  itill- 
huntinn,  eto.  —  Etct  youn  afleotionately, 

^  W.  Scorr. 

TO  cBABue  ioorr,  aeg. 


Anomoao,  Mk  Ma;,  ML 
Mt  dbab  Cbablis,— I  >m  glad  to  find,  by  your 
latter  jut  reoeived,  that  yon  are  reading  Taoitui  with 
loma  lelidi.    Hia  ityle  ii  rather  quaint  and  enigmatical, 
whioh  makea  it  difBonlt  'to  the  atudent;  but  then  hii 
pagee  are  filled  with  luch  admirable  apothegma  and  max- 
ims of  political  wiadom,  as  infer  the  deepest  knowledge 
of  human  nature;  and  it  is  particuUrly  necessary  that 
any  one  who  may  hare  views  aa  a  public  speaker  should 
be  master  of  his  works,  as  there  is  neither  ancient  nor 
modem  who  affords  such  a  selection  of  admirable  quota- 
tions.    You  should  exercise  yourself  frequently  in  trying 
to  make  translations  of  the  passages  whioh  most  strike 
yon,  trying  to  invest  the  sense  of  Tacitus  in  as  good 
English  as  yon  can.     This  will  answer  the  double  pur- 
pose of  making  yourself  familiar  with  the  Latin  author, 
and  giving  you  the  command  of  your  own  language, 
which  no  person  will  ever  have  who  does  not  study  Eng- 
lish composition  in  early  life.  ...  I  conclude  somewhat 
abruptly,  having  trees  to  out,  and  saucy  Tom  watching 
me  like  a  fVlmnA  with  the  axe  in  his  hand.  ^ 

Yours  aSeetionatoly, 

■W.  Scott. 

10  WIIXD  SOOTI,  BQ.,  UTH  HUSSABS,  CAFFOQUIK. 

ABBOnroBD,  lOlk  lb;,  18S1. 
DlAB  Walter,— I  wrote  yesterday,  but  I  am  m- 
dnced  immediately  to  answer  your  letter,  because  I  think 
you  expect  from  it  an  effect  upon  my  mind  different  from 
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whrtitproduoM.  Aiiuuim«,b.Tjol«,tMdont»moui 
to  Ut  Uqnor,  but  win.  Mldom  lukei  »  gentlemu  » 
bta^i-ri.  or  mrtig,to.  .  loyM  ™u,  to  utt,,  edition. 
Win.  mireUi  th«  pwiont  ud  throws  .».y  Mtrmint. 
but  It  doM  not  orut«  habita  or  opinions  whiob  did  not 
^TioqJ,  ttirt  in  th.  mind.  Bwidei,  what  wrt  of 
dafMioe  1.  thu  of  totemperwce?  I  .nppo«,  if  ,  private 
commit,  not^  or  U  di«,bedient  in  hi.  oi^hi.  offlSer,  do 
not  admit  wh  .key  to  be  «.  e,ou».  I  jS^e  Men  enr«gh 
a  that  wrt  of  «H!iety  where  habitual  indulgence  drowned 
at  lut  every  dutinotion  between  what  i>  worthy  and  un- 
worU^and  I  have  wen  young  men  with  the  faireit 
I»on>~ti,  turn  out  degraded  miierable  outoasta  before 

ting,  and  die  bad  habit.  theM  mituraUy  lead  to.  You 
toU  m,  ...  and  .  .  .  frequent  good  V«iety.  and  are 
tTlJr"^  m  It;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  thi.  i. 
tte  oaw  But  .nch  rtorie.  a.  thew  wiU  «on  ocoaaion 
their  «olu.ion  from  the  i««  company.  There  may  re- 
main,  mdewl,  a  huge  enough  cirele,  where  ladie.,  who 
are  either  de.m)n.  to  flU  their  rwm.  or  to  marry  their 
dau^ter.,  wUl  continue  to  receive  any  young  mim  in  » 
Unwy  nnifonn,  however  irregnUr  in  private  life;  but  if 
tt«»  cannot  be  called  Sad  company,  they  are  certainly 
uiythmg  but  ««ry  good,  and  the  facility  of  acceu  mak^ 
tne  mtrte  of  little  coiuequence. 

t  J  1'^!?'''"'!^  to  my  Urt  that  you  were  1»  contmue  to 
the  18th  until  the  regiment  went  to  India,  and  that  I 
tmted  you  would  get  the  >tep  withm  the  twelve  month, 
that  the  corps  yet  remain,  m  Europe,  which  will  make 
your  exchange  easier.  But  it  is  of  far  more  importance 
that  yon  iMrn  to  command  yourself,  than  that  yon  should 
oe  raised  higher  to  oommandtog  others.  It  gives  me 
pain  to  write  to  yon  to  terms  of  censure,  but  my  duty 
mnrt  be  done,  else  I  cannot  expect  yon  to  do  your,;  AU 
here  are  well,  and  Mnd  love. -I  am  your  affectionate 
^^'''  Walteb  Scott. 
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to  n 

brniraaB,  Mik  liiT>  >■*>• 

D»*«  WALti«,— I  y»y  yo"  •»""  "^  M*y  **'^  *? 

wUoh  It  U  mmewitry  to  reply  """T  l)«tioiJ«rly.  I 
would  onW  iDiinuato  to  you  th«t  tb*  lawyert  and  9«H<p< 
of  Edinburgh,  whom  your  miUtory  poUtonew  hmndiomtly 
olaHM  together  in  writing  to  •  Uwyer,  know  M>d  omo  m 
Uttlo  about  the  18th  m  they  do  nbout  tho  19th,  20th,  or 
Slit,  or  any  other  regimental  number  which  doee  not 
Uppen  for  the  time  to  be  at  Pierdiill,  or  in  the  CMtle. 
Do  not  fall  into  the  error  afid  pedantry  of  young  miMtey 
men,  who,  living  much  together,  are  apt  to  tiiink  ftem- 
ielvee  and  their  aotione  the  nibjeot  of  much  talk  ttd 
rumor  among  the  public  at  large. -I  will  traniOTAe 
FioMing'i  account  of  inch  a  perwn,  whom  he  met  with 
on  hi«  voyage  to  Ijibon,  which  wiU  give  two  or  three 
honn'  excellent  amn«ement  when  you  chooee  to  peruie 

■•In  U.  eonvmwtion  it  !•  tree  thm.  w»i  lomething  miUUiy 
mm*,  H  it  ooii.Ut«d  chiefly  <A  oath^  and  of  the  grat  aetiom 
iJaTwiM  -ying.  of  Jack,  Will.  «ri  Tom  of  «u.r.  a  phnu. 
.twnaUy  in  hi.  mouth,  and  he  iewned  to  conclude  that  it  coi^ 
weved  to  »U  the  offioen  ««h  a  degree  of  public  nolorwty  and 
importance  that  it  entitled  him,  like  th.  head  of  a  profwion, 
o,  ,  flnt  minijter,  to  be  the  nibieet  of  converMtioo  amongrt 
tboae  who  had  not  the  leart  perwrnel  acqoriatance  with  him. 

Avoid  thii  iilly  narrownoee  of  mind,  my  dear  boy, 
which  only  make,  men  be  looked  on  in  the  world  wiUi 
ridicule  and  contempt.  Lawyer  and  gowiip  a»  I  may  be, 
I  auppoae  you  will  aUow  I  have  i«en  Mmething  of  life  m 
moat  of  it.  varietieei  a>  much  at  leaet  a«  if  I  had  been, 
like  you,  eighteen  month*  in  a  cavalry  regiment,  or, 
like  Beau  Jackwn  in  Boderiok  Random,  had  cruiiod  for 
half  a  year  in  the  chope  of  the  Channel.  Now,  I  have 
never  remarked  any  one,  be  he  aoldier,  or  divine,  or 
hiwyer,  that  wai  exclusively  attached  to  the  narrow  hab- 
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id  of  hi*  own  pnfMiioa,  but  whmt  ineh  pmon  Imoum 
»  gnat  twaddl*  in  good  looiatf,  UMm,  what  ii  of  miioh 
mow  impoHuMM,  bwioming  mumw-minded,  ud  ignomnt 
01  Ml  gnwnl  information. 

That  tki*  lettw  may  not  bo  nnaooepUbla  in  al'  Ita 
parti,  I  anoloMyonr  allowance  without  itopping  n.jil  i/.j 
for  tha  haokntjr.  Take  notice,  howerer,  my  1  n  wX 
ter,  that  thii  it  to  laat  you  till  midiummar.  ".V,.  i»aa 
,  from  Abbotsford  yeaterday,  and  left  all  *  11.  ir,  ,>rtiii'> 
that  Mr.  I^idlaw  kwt  hia  yoongeat  chUd,  ai  n.'unt,  ve-»" 
unexpectedly.  We  found  Sophia,  Lookhari.  and  tlieir 
child  in  good  health,  and  all  lend  love. 

I  remain  your  affeotionata  father, 

WALTni  801 TT. 

TO  WAuu  icon,  lao.,  inn  ameAse. 

iDDnuMB,  Mtk  Har,  IMl. 
Mr  DKAX  Waltih,  — I  lee  you  are  of  the  mind  of 
the  irritable  prophet  Jonah,  who  peniated  in  maintaining 
"h»  did  well  to  be  angry,"  eren  when  diaputing  with 
Omnipotence.  I  un  aware  that  Sir  David  is  ooniidered 
aa  a  MTere  and  ill-tempered  man;  and  I  remember  a 
•toiy  that,  when  report  came  to  Europe  that  Tippoo's 
priionen  (of  whom  Baird  wai  one)  were  chained  together 
two  and  two,  hit  mother  said,  "God  pity  the  poor  lad 
that'a  chained  to  our  Davie."  But  though  it  may  be 
Teiy^  true  that  he  may  have  acted  towardi  you  with 

caprice  and  Hverity,  yet  you  are  alwaya  to  remember, 

It,  That  in  becoming  a  aoldier  you  have  subjected  your- 
self to  the  caprice  and  severity  of  superior  officers,  and 
have  no  comfort  except  in  contemplating  the  prospect  of 
commanding  others  in  your  turn.  In  the  mean  while,  you 
have  in  most  oases  no  remedy  so  useful  as  patience  and  sub. 
mission.  But,  2<fiy,  As  you  seem  disposed  to  admit  that 
you  yourselves  have  been  partly  to  blame,  I  submit  to 
yon,  that  in  turning  the  magnifying  end  of  the  telescope 
on  Sir  D.'s  faults,  and  the  diminishing  one  on  your  own, 
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yon  take  the  least  useful  mode  of  oonsidering  the  matter. 
By  itudfing  hia  errors,  you  can  acquire  no  knowledge 
that  will  be  useful  to  you  till  you  beoome  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Ireland,  —  whereas,  by  reflecting  on  yoMr  oum. 
Comet  Scott  and  his  companions  may  reap  some  imme- 
diate moral  advantage.  Your  fine  of  a  doien  of  claret, 
upon  any  one  who  shall  introduce  females  into  your  mess 
in  future,  reminds  me  of  the  rule  of  a  country  club,  that 
whoever  "behaved  ungenteel"  should  be  fined  in  a  pot  . 
of  porter.  Seriously,  I  think  there  was  bad  taste  in  the 
style  of  the  forfeiture. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  your  map,  which  is  very  busi- 
nesslike. There  was  a  great  battle  fought  between  the 
English  and  native  Irish  near  the  Bhickwater,  in  which 
the  former  were  defeated,  and  Bagenal  the  Knight-Mar- 
shal killed.  Is  there  any  remembrance  of  this  upon  the 
spot?  There  is  a  clergyman  in  Lismore,  Mr.  John 
Graham— originally,  t]£it  is  by  descent,  n  fhrderer. 
He  lately  sent  me  a  manuscript  which  I  intena  to  pub- 
lish, and  I  wrote  to  him  enclosing  a  cheque  on  Coutts. 
I  wish  you  could  ascertain  if  he  received  my  letter  safe. 
You  can  call  upon  him  with  my  compliments.  You  need 
only  say  I  was  desirous  to  know  if  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  me  lately.  The  manuscript  was  written  by 
a  certain  Mr.  Gwynne,  a  Welsh  loyalist  in  the  great 
Civil  War,  and  afterwards  an  officer  in  the  guards 
of  Charles  II.  This  will  be  an  object  for  a  ride  to 
you.* 

I  presided  last  night  at  the  dinner  of  the  Celtic  So- 
ciety, "all  plaided  and  plumed  in  their  tartan  array," 
and  such  jumping,  skipping,  and  screaming  you  never 
saw.  Chief -Baron  Shepherd  dined  with  us,  and  was 
very  much  pleased  with  the  extreme  enthusiasm  of  the 

»  Tid  R«T.  Join  Onhuii  <m  known  m  tka  nntkor  of  •  BiUtr)  of  tht 
Bief,  0/  lonJonrferry,  AmaU  of  Ir^and,  uA  -rerion.  polWo^  «™°f 
Sir  WilUi  SooU  piUkbod  Oio>iiii«'«  Xtmoin,  with  ■  Pirfnoo,  •«.,  in 


i8ai    LETTER  TO  LORD  MONTAGU    237 

Gael  when  liberated  from  the  thraldom  of  breeohM     Ym, 

.  tartan  dre«  for  your  long  limb,  when  yoa  come  here! 
If  the  Kmg  take,  Scothmd  in  coming  or  ming  to  LdTd 
"r^^^:^*^  00.  I  expect  to  ^t  yo^lij^^f 
over.  —  1  remain  your  affectionate  father, 

PS      T 1™  •<.  ,         Walteb  Scott. 

J1    li,  17    n  *  '""  "*"  "o*  *^«  ■'  into  yonr  wiw  nod- 

people,  and  know  weU  how  much  ,uece„  depend,  flrrt 
upon  desert,  and  then  on  knowledge  of  tlT  j'rte"^ 

whS."  *?"7/°«  lf««'  »»P'«'  with  an  aUusion  to  a  vi,it 
7^  Captom  Fergu«,n,  hi,  bride,  and  hi,  youn«,t 

TO  THB  lOBD  MOBTASU,  ITC.,  BTO. 
»,_  _  T  »  EnnrarMH,  21it  May,  1821. 

«.n„7  *^  ^™;  r^'™  much  diverted  with  the  ao- 
count  of  Adam  and  Ere',  vi.it  to  bitton,  which,  with  its 
sunomidrng  moat,  might  make  no  bad  emblem  of  Eden, 
but  for  the  abMuce  of  ,nake,  and  fiends.  He  i,  a  ver^ 
sragnha  feUow;  for,  with  aU  his  humor  and  knowled« 
of  the  world,  be  by  nature  i,  a  remarkably  d,y  aS 
modert  man,  and  mora  afraid  of  the  pcibUity  of  intru- 
sion  than  wonld  occur  to  any  one  who  only  see,  him  in 
tte  fuU  .tream  of  wciety.  Hi,  ,i,ter  Margaret  is  ex- 
tremely  bke  hun  m  the  turn  of  thought  and  of  humor, 
and  he  has  two  others  who  are  a,  great  curiosities  i^ 
tfceir  way.  The  eldest  is  a  complete  old  maid,  with  all 
tfte  pavify  and  shyness  of  the  character,  but  not  a  grain 

'Hf  l^  Jr.  "^  "  'P'"°'  <"■  •**  contrary,  she  i,  one 
rf  the  kmdest  and  most  motherly  creatures  in  the  world. 
The  second,  Mary,  was  in  her  day  .  very  pretty  girl- 
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Imt  her  person  became  deformed,  «nd  .he  ha.  the  durp- 
^  rffXe.  with  which  that  circumrtance  .s  «.me- 
STe.  at^ded.     She  ri«.  very  early  in  *e  monimg, 
^d  «^.  over  aU  my  wild  Und  in  the  "«gl'^r^ 
w»ri«the  mort  complicated  pUe  of  handkerchief,  of 
iSt^lor.  on  her  head,  and  a  .tick  donble  her  own 
Wht  in  her  hand,  attended  by  two  dog.,  who«  powe« 
of  veUg  are  truly  terrific.     With  .nch  gwb  and  ac- 
ToiZK  -he  L  very  nearly  e.tabli,hed  the  char- 
a^toTTZ  neighborhood  of  being  ,o«.e«Amff  no  canny 
"^dtl^  urchin,  of  Melro«,  and  Darnick  a«,  fnght- 
en^from  gathering  ha«>l-nut.  ^^  «utt.ng  "and^  n  .^ 
clengh,  by  the  fear  of  meetihg  Me  dafilady.     W.a  iU 
S  qniiioality.  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  exieted 
a  Lnlly^ltt^  S  mnch  mntnal  affection  and  .nch  an  over- 
fl„rof  Woknce  to  .11  aromid  them,  from  men^d 
"omen  down  to  hedge..parrow.  and  l"""  »?;'=^^."^'^ 
than  one  of  which  they  have  taken  under  their  direct  and 

"Ti^Ct:^  ^ould  be  occ^ion  for  cau^n  hi  ^e 
ca»  of  little  Duke  Walter,  but  it «  most  lucl^  that  the 
^^ritv  U  early  and  clowly  attended  to.     How  many 
S^aletu^a^an.  have  outlived  aU  their  robu^-n- 
^^rarie.,  and  attained  the  utmo.t  verge  of  hun«ui  1^, 
"itCt  ever  having  enjoyed  what  1.  »»?!»?  f»^  ^ 
health.     ThU  i»  taking  the  very  wor.t  ^lej  of  ^e  cMC, 
and«ippo.ingthe  oonetitntion  »f "tually  df™^.     But 
Z^  oZ.  hii  the  .tronge.t  and  best  "o"?™^  ""^^f, 
Inceeded  to  a  cWicate  childhood  —  and  auch,  I  trust,  ml 
S^  d1'.^.     I  <^-oi  help  thinking  that  th« 
^mp^rary  rece»  from  Eton  may  be  made  -^^^^^ 
Walter',  improvement  in  general  literature^ and  partiou- 
bLwin  hi.torical  knowledge.     The  habit  of  rejdmg 
„  Jul,  and  at  the  «une  time  entertjimmg  b<»k"  °« j^; 
tory,  is  often  acquired  during  the  "*«<»»*  "^^ 
cate  health  in  convaleMcnce  impo«.  on  u..     I  «»^' 
,e  touched  on  thi.  point  at  Wtton;  and  I  thmk  agam, 
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that  though  cLiMical  learning  be  the  Shibboleth  by  which 
we  judge,  generaUy  .peaking,  of  the  proficiency  of  the 
youthful  scholar,  yet,  when  this  haa  been  too  exclusively 
and  pedantically  impreswd  on  his  mind  as  the  one  thine 
needful,  he  veiy  often  finds  he  has  entirely  a  new  course 
of  study  to  commence,  just  at  the  time  when  life  is  open- 
ing  all  Its  busy  or  gay  scenes  before  him,  and  when  study 
of  any  kind  becomes  irksome. 

For  thU  species  of  instruction  I  do  not  so  much  ap- 
prove  of  tasks  and  set  hours  for  serious  reading,  as  of 
the  plan  of  endeavoring  to  give  a  taste  for  history  to  the 
youths  themselves,  and  suffering  them  t»  gratify  it  in 
tteir  own  way,  and  at  their  own  time.     For  this  reason 
1  would  not  be  very  scrupulous  what  books  they  began 
with,  or  whether  they  began  at  the  middle  or  end.     The 
knowledge  which  we  acquire  of  free  wiU  and  by  sponto- 
neous  exertion,  is  like  food  eaten  with  appetite  — it  di- 
gests  well,  and  benefits  the  system  t«n  times  more  than 
the  double  cramming  of  an  alderman.     If  a  boy's  atten- 
tion can  be  drawn  in  conversation  to  any  interesting 
pomt  of  history,  and  the  book  is  pointed  out  to  him 
where  he  will  find  the  particulars  conveyed  in  a  lively 
manner,  he  reads  tie  passage  with  so  much  pleasure  that 
he  very  naturally  recurs  to  the  book  at  the  first  unoccu- 
pied moment,  to  try  if  he  cannot  pick  more  amusement 
out  of  It;  and  when  once  a  kid  gets  the  spirit  of  informa- 
tion, he  goes  on  himself  with  Mttle  trouble  but  that  of 
selectmg  for  him  the  best  and  most  agreeable  books.     I 
ftink  Walter  has  naturally  some  turn  for  history  and 
historical  anecdote,  and  would  be  disposed  to  read  as 
much  as  could  be  wished  in  that  most  useful  line  of 
knowledge;  —  for  in  the  eminent  situation  he  is  destined 
to  by  his  birth,  acquaintance  with  the  history  and  insti- 
tutions of  his  country,  and  her  relative  position  with  re- 
spect to  others,  is  a  tine  qua  turn  to  his  discharging  itt 
duties  with  propriety.    All  this  is  extremely  like  pT0»in«. 
80  1  will  harp  on  that  string  no  longer. 
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Kind  complimento  to  «U  «t  Ditton;  you  lay  nothing 
of  your  own  rhenmatiim.  I  im  here  for  the  sewion, 
unless  the  wind  should  blow  me  south  to  see  the  eoiona- 
tion,  and  I  think  800  miles  rather  a  long  journey  to  see 
a  show. 

I  am  always,  my  dear  Lord,      _ 

XouTs  very  affectionately, 

Waltib  Scott. 


CHAPTEB  Ln 

aUIMS  ASD  DEATH  OF  JOHN  BALLABTTMI.  -IMIUOT 
FHOM  HIS  R)«ET«x>K.  -  u^eM  „oM  BU^. 
ADAM.  -  CASTl^AMrBBLL.  _  S.B  SAMUEL  gH«P. 
^.  _  "BAIIOE  MACKAT,"  ETC.  _  CORONATION  OF 
OEOBOE  ly.  -COBBESFONDENCE    WITH    JAMES    HOOO 

^«  "'"^xZr™-  -  '-^^  »"  ™  coiSr 

nON.  -  ANECDOTES.  -  AliAN  CCNBnWHAM's  MEMO- 
BAHDA COMPUBnON  OF  CHANTBEt's  BUST 

1821 

.}!^^-^'Y-  ^'"'''  ?~«'  ^e  then  «  one  of  hi, 
hort  Se«,.ond  ™,te  to  Abbotrforf.  receiT«l  the  piunful 
mtolhgenoe  that  hi.  friend  John  BaUantyne's  SdZ 
h^  b^  to  aa.mne  an  aspect  of  «riou,  .iTeven  imn.e 
iate  d».ger  The  elder  brother  n»de  tie  oomm^Joa- 
tion  in  theee  terma: 

10  SIB  WALTER  SCOTT,   BABT.,  OF   ABBOBBOK.,  HBIaogl. 

in^J^  ha™  th«  morning  h«l  a  mort  heM**roi. 

^letter  from  poor  John,  from  whieh  the  Mowing  i,  ,„  ex- 
fr«t     You  w,U  judge  how  it  h«  affooted  me,  rt^  with  i 

A  .pittmg  of  Wood  haa  oonmienced,  and  you  mar  gam,  tha 

U^^l,"^  "  certainly  inevitoble ,  bat  hi.  obyion.  approa^ 
»  «u«dly  the  mo.t  detertable  and  abhorrent  feeling  to  wmS 
inman  nature  can  be  mbjeet."  * 

Thi.  i,  truly  doleful    There  U  something  in  it  more  ab». 

I  look  Uck  to  my  mother'8  peaceful  rert,  and  to  my  infant'. 
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„f  life,  with  good  m-ii.  »d  rtro«g  I*""  °'33"f  '  ^ 
nothim  but  wluctMMO  •«4  «I»»"g  •«  the  d-.  -  '  "^  ™ 
3rill  I  -y  thrt  I  w«*l  joyfolly  P«t  "1'  my  rigk  wm 
Taven  the  ..U-hing  »«lt.  P«don  th»,  d.«  - ;  -y 
he»rt  »iid  tool  »re  he»Ty  v'thin  me. 

With  the  deepert  te^ieet  md  grrtitod^ 

J.  B> 

At  the  date  rf  thU  letter,  the  mvalid  w«  in  ^^■ 
d^;  but  hec«»e  to  Edinburgh  a  day  or  two  after- 
^  i„.d  died  the«  on  tj»  16th  o£  the  ««e  »o.th.  I 
^Pei  Sir  Walter  when  one  of  their  last  mterv.ewa 
t^  pC  and  John'B  deathbed  waa  a  thing  not  to  be 
If  LS^  We  eat  bv  him  for  perhaps  an  hour,  and  I 
StSf  tl^lt  e^L  w„  oecnpiS  with  hi.  predictions 
rf  a  .«edy  end?and  detail,  of  hi.  last  wJl,  which  he 
tlZr^  executing,  and  which  lay  on  h..  coverbd> 
IuTJIw  hJf  beine  eiven,  five  minutes  or  so  at  a  time, 
r,tSo^anV»'nLl».'  which  intimated  ,^t  ^  hop, 

rf  life  was  still  flickering  ^^^^  J™ "  "'y^'*  W 
Sterest  in  all  its  concerns  remained  eager.  Tl»  P«»* 
S^r  of  a  volume  of  his  Novelists'  Library  Uy  ^  by 
hlTiSlow  *  and  he  pas«d  from  them  to  hi.  wUl,  and  then 

K  ^e^  a,  b?>As  and  start,  the  »nwonted  ved 
tTeWm  olosU  upin  hi.  imagination,  or  ™s  withdrawn 
Jn  He  had,  M  he  said,  left  his  great  friend  and 
Sn  i¥000  to;.^s  the  completion  rf  the  new  library 
S^Twiotrford  -and  the  n>irit  of  the  auctioneer  virtuoso 
tt^""^  «  be  beg-ilo  de«,ribe  -bat  -"l^^;;^^ 
Tnght,  be  the  beet  style  «'<•  "^B*""^*  "^.f'^t^l, 

J^X  L  we  rtood  together  a  few  day.  afterwards, 
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whfle  they  were  unoothiag  the  turf  over  John'.  ™n«in, 

.w.k.  to  the  ;.*iey  i"U"  :::^''£^eye':3:',x 
'tf  ^  'tt;:'™  fo^^nr -thu  dl^'fo^h!^.  '^^^ 

A.  we  w^  homewards,  Scott  told  me,  amone  other 
favorable  trait,  of  hi,  friend,  one  little  ItTv  whiTi 
must  no  omit.     He  remarked  one  day  to  a  ^r  .tidenl 

^t  of  a  ^Hoi  draft  that  would  relieve  yU- partt 
-^eularly.   my  dear,   if    t»ken  upon    an  empty 

St^.^^  "  ^''  *W«.  brother',  hou«,  in  St.  John 
Stoeef  a  o.,cum.tano8  which  it  give,  me  pleasure  to  re- 

m^?»^  "T  •  tl^V""*'  »*  "■''  ''"«•  """J"  the  reader 
?not^.     Theu-  conBdence  and  cordiality  had  undergone 
eo4..der^e  mterruption  in  the  Utterpart  of  John'Xe 
but  the  cloM  wa.  in  all  respect,  fraternal.  " 

aw  day  of  1819,  —he  happened  to  hiy  his  hand  on  an 
^I»cketbook,  which  ro„«d  his  ^flections,  and^ 

tte  mo^aotive  part  of  hi.  life,  which  I  think  it  due  to 

d.y^!l°"■V^!^  ^  n»vi«g.brf  fc„m  d,e  fireplace  t<. 
%  npst^r,,  I  fo»d  «.  old  memonu.dum.book,  which^bl„ 
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n»  to  trice  tk)  foUowing  rMoU«rti<mi  of  ikU  day,  the  Urt  of 

'^/iTOi.  A  d-opkeeper  in  Kel«,  '^  ^f^^'Xi 
ti,,  hed  not  begun  in  Murine- )  WM  well,  h»pKr.  "*  '^  5^ 

^  ,^  thenta meetion  whieh  Jtenr^l.  g.T.  »e  greet 

pein,  hot  c»n  norer  bo  fo-gotum.  „„.i,  fc, 

"1802.  28  old!  I..       •I'o  "  before -coold  «aroey  be 

h.ppi«-h«ni«l...u    >.,*.••••.  comply,  »d  neglecW 

hmlneu.  the  fmilt  s  Ki.eof  I  lOon  found. 

T^Zi:  Stil    fort«»U.,  »d  heppjr  t^-TT^ 

JiUM.  in  Edinburgh  thriving  m  »  V^'''-J^^„\l°' 

ennnied  rt  home,  ™it«l  him.    B»m«.  ■'•«!'«°'^  "'"^J'^^ 

"1804.  30:  MeteriiJ  ohwge;  getting  into  difflcolUee,  *U 

wronir  end  oh»nge«  in  every  vr»y  approwhing. 

^8(»    sTaU  eonei^nated,  heJth  mi»r.ble  dtt  «m- 

™.ruid*«»'de.iiin»tedin«ierModmem,«A»««mn«re(.    1 

Trieet  the  c.r-c«i  I  ever  forget  it?  My  fnrm^ 
j:l.C^.,  sold  lU  Kel»,  previon.  to  my  gomg  to  Edinb,^ 

Ce  my  brother'.  ch,rk ,  whither  I  d^  K"-  '""'"f  ^^ 
be  prai»ed  etormJly,  on  Friday,  ^  "I"'"'^.' ^**' °"  ^^ 
TyLr.    My  efleeli  at  KeUo,  with  labor,  paid  my  debt.,  and 

''*?.^^ai!:;:riod  till  1808.  34:  I  eontmued  in  tl^tu. 
a„n_th.n  the  «>h,m.  of  a  book«lling  "O-^™  ■»  ^am,^ 
Street  wa.  adopted,  which  I  wa.  to  manage ,  it  wa.  £dW 
a  year,  and  one  fourth  of  the  profit.  be.idM. 

"1809  3S  •  Already  the  boiinerr.  in  Hanover  Street  getting 
into  difflcnlty,  from  our  igno«mce  of  it.  nature,  and  mort  ei- 
Z»Zt  »i  foolKh  advance,  from  if  fund,  to  the  prjnUng 
T^    I  ought  to  have  rented  thi.,  but  I  wa.  thoughtle-, 

I  could  BMke  end.  meet.  c 

"1810.  36:  Bill,  increaeing— the  dertiuctiTe  .yrtam  ot 

accommodation,  adopted.  ^  ,    j_i   ■  Sir 

"  1811.   37  :  Bilb  increawd  to  a  meet  fearful  <MP~;     "','' 

Wm.  Forbe.  and  C  Aut  their  aoe«u.t.    NoWl  -.^  a..- 

count  with  u.,  «.d  everything  »«««:i^"'''~^ftr^rt«- 
"  1812.   38 :  The  flrrt  partner  riaqiped  m,  at  a  otm  «>  tre- 
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h*  put  Ihiiigi  in  a  tmia  that  fiiuUr  fio  »1t  »  miTx  ~m 
•TO  hinueU  (who  qltimatelr  wZ  .k  7  I-^  P"^ 
houMt  t.  rtJI  _1A  "rr^V  °*»""  »•'•  iol*  creditor  of  the 

StJt  ■  f™^^K^.^T?  "  '  ""^y  •"«*'<»•"  i"  Pri»"'. 

::^£»^t^.-.?^----^^^^^^^ 

Wjjrriat!  if  ^'^  *°  **»  Comet.  Sir 
nMter  Myi.  I  h»Te  had  a  very  great  lou  in  poor  John 
BjUantyne,  who  i,  gone,  after  a  long  illne«.  He  C 
.urted  to  the  very  ]..t  in  endeavoring  to  take  exe^iJ^L" 
which  he  wa.  often  imprudent,  and%a.  up  ^d^^^d 

fill  creature  ha.  left  me  a  legacy  of  X2000,  life-re^ 
Wever,  by  hi.  wife,  and  the  rit  of  hi.  1  ttie  f"^e 

ThtT-  ^u  '™  '"'*''"•     I  "»>'  ■»!«  hilt" 
much,  bo(i  in  bu.ineM,  and  a.  an  ea.y  and  lively  com^ 

I  am  sorry  to  take  leave  of  John  BaUantyno  with  the 
c^  with  too  many  of  hi.  ,toto.  a»I  co/wrfar,.     So^ 

::^i^d]:;ititr~"'  •" "-  '^^^  •>'  •^^  ««^- 

TU  two  foUowing  lettw,   written   at  Kair-Adam. 

""«.  "••  flosU;  would  up  ntk  •  bdaara  of  f  innft  i    .  i  T^^ 

kill"  t«  a,.  ,:«„,  rf  !,  iLTf^  "  '  1»17).  Joho'.  n««  .«  „,  fl^ 
•ioe.  wu  ■■■..       1^      .         .   '!~*"1'1^  I"™",  ••d  which,  ,m  ito  diaoln. 
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wh«.  th.  Club  were,  ■•  ™~1,  M»mbled  /«  .t>»^- 
d.y..  h.T6  b«en  •elected  from  unong  «»erJ  which  Scott 
.t  thU  time  addresMd  to  hit  WenOi  m  the  South. j^th 
the  riew  of  promoting  Mr.  M«k.y'.  iuoceu  m  hu  <K6«f 
on  the  London  bo»rdi  u  Bailie  J«me. 

TO  MM  JOAKirA  BAILUB,  BAMMISAB- 

The  immediate  motiTe  of  my  writing  to  you,  my  de«r- 
..t  friend,  i.  to  m^e  Mr..  Agne.  «.d  yon  »™"  ^t 

.  Soot,  performer,  called  M«k.y,  i_.  going  "P  »°  l^°f »° 
to  pUy  Bailie  Nicol  Jarrie  for  a  .ingle  night  at  Corent 
Oiiden,  «.d  to  beg  yon  of  Jl  dear  love,  to  go  «,d  «e 
him;  for,  taking  him  in  tlhat  .ingle  character,  I  am  not 
,ure  I  ever  »w  anything  in  my  life  po.««ing  w  much 
truth  and  comic  effect  at  the  nme  time:  he  1.  completely 
the  perwnage  of  the  drama,  the  pur«.proud  conMquen- 
tial  magi.^te,  humane  and  irritable  m  the  same  moment, 
.nd  Z  true  Scotaman  in  every  t«m  of  thought  and 
Mtion;  hU  variety  of  feeling,  toward.  Bob  Boy.  whom 
he  like.,  and  fear.,  and  dcpiw..  and  admires,  and  p.tie. 
Jl  at  once,  i.  exceedingly  weU  expreewd.     In  .hort,  1 
never  ww  a  part  better  nutained,  oerUmly;  I  pray  you 
to  collect  a  party  of  Scotch  friend,  to  «e  it.    I  have 
written  to  Sotheby  to  the  »me  purpoM,  but  I  doubt 
whether  the  exhibition  will  prove  a.  tttirfactoiy  to  those 
who  do  not  know  the  original  from  which  the  resem- 
bbince  i.  taken.     1  obwrve  the  EngliA  demand  (as  1 
natural)  broad  caricature  in  the  depicting  of  nahonal 
^uliaritie.:  they  did  «.  a.  to  the  Irish  tiU  J^k /-*»; 
^ne  taught  tlicm  '«tter,  and  at  first  I  .hoiJd  fear 
Ckay'.  reality   riU  Mem  le»  ludiorou.  th«i  Lirton  . 
iZ,Z^  extravagance..     So  let  it  not  be  ««d  Aat  a 
dramatic  genius  of  Scothmd  wanted  the  CO""'™"'"*  ."™ 
^ion  of  Joanna Baillie:  t^e Doctor  and M«.  Me 
will  be  much  diverted  if  they  go  also  but  "om'tody  said 
to  me  that  they  were  out  of  town.     The  man,  I  am  told, 
is  perfectly  respectoble  in  hi.  life  and  habite,  and  conse- 
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qarady  diwms  (noonngunent  vnrj  wiy.  Than  i*  » 
ftM  diffnoiuM  bttwizt  Ui  baUie  ud  sU  hii  otlwr  pw. 
fonnuoM:  on.  would  think  the  put  mad*  for  him,  ud 
Urn  for  the  put  -  Md  yrt  I  nuij  do  the  poor  fellow  in- 
Jnitloe,  and  what  we  here  coniider  aa  a  falling  off  may 
artae  from  our  identifying  Maokay  lo  oompktely  with 
tte  worthy  Glaigow  magiittata,  that  raooUeotioni  of 
Hiool  Jarvie  intrude  upon  ui  at  erery  corner,  and  mar 
the  p«reoniflcation  of  any  other  part  which  he  may  repre- 
•ent  for  the  time.  '     "^ 

I  am  here  for  a  couple  of  dayi  with  our  Chief-Corn- 
muuoner,  kte  Willie  Adam,  and  we  had  yetterday  a 
delightful  itroU  to  Caetle-Campbell,  the  Humbling  Brig. 
Cauldron  Linni,  etc.  The  acenee  are  moat  romantic, 
mil  know  not  by  what  fatality  it  has  been,  that  living 
irtthm  a  itop  of  them,  I  never  vieited  any  of  them  before. 
Wo  had  Sir  Samuel  Shepherd  with  u>,  a  moit  delightful 
person,  but  with  too  much  Englieh  fldgetine..  about  him 
for  craga  and  precipices,  —  perpetually  afraid  that  rock* 
wonU  give  way  under  his  weight  which  had  over-brow'd 
the  torrent  for  ages,  and  that  good  weU-rootod  trees 
moored  so  as  to  resist  ten  thousand  tempests,  would  faU 
because  he  grasped  one  of  their  branches;  he  must  oor- 
tamly  be  a  firm  believer  in  the  simile  of  the  lover  of 
your  native  hmd,  who  comphuns,  — 

*'  1  iMBt  mj  baok  aaio  aa  alk, 
I  tkniilit  it  ma  •  tnut;  tm, 
Bat  «nt  it  iKnr'd  ud  tkio  it  bnb,"  all.,  Ms.,  atg.  1 

Certes  these  Southrons  Uck  much  the  habits  of  the  wood 
and  wilderness,  —for  here  is  a  man  of  taste  and  genius, 
a  ane  sohoUr  and  a  most  interesting  companion,  haunted 
^th  ;.ars  that  would  be  entertained  by  no  shopkeeper 
from  the  Luokenbooths  or  the  Saut  Market.  A  sort 
of  Cockmyism  of  one  kind  or  another  pervades  their 
men  of  professional  habits,  whereas  every  Scotchman, 

^ J^  Bdlsd  Ol  th.  llmUoMM  Ol  DOHJIM, «  0  WSIJ,  «ly,  Q,  ,0,  bMk  I  " 
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with  tm;  few  exceptions,  holds  oonntry  exercises  of  all 
kinds  to  be  part  of  his  nature,  and  is  ready  to  become  a 
traveller,  or  even  a  soldier  on  the  slightest  possible  no- 
tice. The  habits  of  the  moorfowl  shooting,  salmon-fish- 
ing, and  so  forth,  may  keep  this  much  up  among  the 
gentry,  a  name  which  our  pride  and  pedigree  extend  so 
much  wider  than  in  England ;  and  it  is  worth  notice  that 
these  amusements,  being  cheap  and  tolerably  easy  come 
at  by  all  the  petty  dunniewassals,  have  a  more  general 
influence  on  ^e  national  character  than  fox-hunting, 
which  is  confined  to  those  who  can  mount  and  keep  a 
horse  worth  at  least  100  guineas.  But  still  this  hardly 
explains  the  general  and  wide  difference  betwixt  the 
countries  in  this  particular.  Happen  how  it  will,  the 
advantage  is  much  in  favor  of  Scotland :  it  is  true  that 
it  contributes  to  prevent  our  producing  such  very  ac- 
complished lawyers,  divines,  or  artisans'  as  when  the 
whole  mind  is  bent  with  undivided  attention  upon  attain- 
ing one  branch  of  knowledge,  — but  it  gives  a  strong  and 
muscular  chiracter  to  the  people  in  general,  and  saves 
men  from  all  sorts  of  causeless  fears  and  flutterings  of 
the  heart,  which  give  quite  as  much  misery  as  if  there 
were  real  cause  for  entertaining  apprehension.  This  is 
not  furiously  to  the  purpose  of  my  letter,  which,  after 
recommending  Monsieur  Mackay,  was  to  tell  you  that 
we  are  all  well  and  happy.  Sophia  is  getting  stout  and 
pretty,  and  is  one  of  the  wisest  and  most  important  little 
mammas  that  can  be  seen  anywhere.  Her  bower  is 
higged  in  gvde  green  wood,  and  we  went  last  Saturday 

1  Th«  great  engineer.  June*  Watt,  of  Bbminffliain  —  in  whoae  talk 
Seott  took  mooh  delight  —  told  him,  that  thoogh  hnndxeds  probably  of 
kil  northern  oonntrymen  had  eooght  employnient  at  hia  eatabliebment,  he 
noTer  eonld  get  one  of  them  to  beeome  a  firet-rate  artiian.  **  Many  of 
them,"  Mid  he,  "  were  too  good  for  that,  and  rose  to  be  raloable  elerhe 
andhook-haepen;  bntthoae  inoapable  of  this  aort  of  advaooement  had 
always  the  tame  inmperable  ayerrion  to  toiling  ao  long  at  any  one  point  of 
,»t^'l'W"tf"  aa  to  gain  the  higheet  vagei  among  the  workmen."  1  have 
no  donbt  Sir  Walter  waa  thinking  of  Mr.  Watt'a  remark  whan  he  wrote 
tiwientenoa  in  the  text 
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mj  body  to  enjoy  it,  and  to  oonault  about  furniture, 
^d  we  have  got  the  road  .topt  which  led  up  t"e tS' 

fuUy  badcwanl.  Our1^™V°S^'  J^  '™*'°  »  ^"'^■ 
"d  wiU  not  be.  I^TnTi^ri^Cf:^'  S^" 'S^^' 
year,  such  is  the  rigor  of  ib/^tV^T.  ^"".7'»«»  *» 
dear  and  much  remLL  f  ^j  ^' ~  ^'""y- ™y 
youM,  «»P«=t*d    friend,   most    affectionately 

Bi.ab.Ab«,  II  j„„e,  1821  ^"  Scott. 

In  fnU  nght  of  Loohltm.' 

A^;.'Tre^^„ai7^nre  Izr'uf  dz  \^r 

worst  tragedies  ever  seen,  anTt  n^^^tteH     *t 
eioeUent  novel,  if  it  can  be  caUedw  * 

10  THE  lOBD  MOSTAOO,   ETC.,   ETC.,   L0N»0!f. 

«u  trmirTp;  titiLrKrinr '""^  -  ^"" 

«on^but  to  a  Scotsman  it  U  inimitablefl'd  Tut^vi 

Z^hi^^^'^-i,^'  "^  '^-o^knce,  and  hi,  i^^ 
We  habit,.  He  will  want  in  London  a  feUow  whT  in 
the  char^rter  of  the  Highland  turnkey^  hdd  At 
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hand  to  him  admirably  weU.  I  know  how  difficult  it  i. 
tofoUui  of  condition  to  get  to  the  theatre,  but  th»  .. 
^rth  an  exertion,  -  and.  beride..  the  poor  "»"  ('^  J 
Understand  i.  very  re.pect»bl.  in  private  f )';" J«;;»^ 
use  an  admirable  simUe  (by  which  one  of  your  father  b 
farmers  persuaded  the  Duke  to  go  to  hear  h»  son  a  pro- 
Sner  in  divinity,  preaeh  hi.  first  «>rmon  -  the  to™ 
of  Ayr),  «*e  a  cow  in  o  frmd  loaning,  and  glad  ol 

'rarffriiuke-scoldisbetter-his  stomach  wiU 
not  be  put  to  tho«i  trials  which  ours  miderwent  m  our 
youth,  when  deep  drinking  was  the  f»h.on.  I  hope  he 
lill  always  be  aware,  however,  that  his  u.  not  a  strong 

""Campbell's  Live,  of  the  Admir^  is  an  admirable 

book,  .nd  I  would  advi«.  your  Lordship  e'en  to  redeem 

vonr  pledge  to  the  Duke  on  some  ramy  day.     You  do 

Tot  run  the  risk  from  the  perusal  which  "7  P«<";  -°t^' 

apprehended.     She  always  aUeged  it  «!nt  her  eldest  «>n 

to  the  navy,  and  did  not  see  with  indifference  any  of  her 

younger  olive  branches  engaged  with  CampbeU  except 

Lselt,  who  stood  in  no  danger  of  the  cockpit  or  quarter- 

Zk     I  would  not  swear  for  Lord  John  though.    Your 

Lordship's  tutor  was  just  such  a  weU-meaning  pe»on  as 

mine,  who  used  to  toke  from  me  old  Lindsay  of  Pitooot- 

tie.  Ld  set  me  down  to  get  by  heart  KoUm's  urfermd 

lisi  of  the  Shepherd  Kings,  whose  hard  »»^»  «f  i,^™ 

done  no  good  to  any  one  on  earth,  unless  he  had  wished 

to  raiM  the  devU,  and  lacked  Unguage  to  conjure  with. 

—  Always,  my  dear  Lord,  mort  truly  yours, 

^  '    '  Walteb  Scott. 

The  coronation  of  George  IV.,  preparations  for  whidi 
were  (as  has  been  seen)  in  active  progrew  by  M«ch, 
1820,  had  been  deferred,  in  consequence  <>*  *°e  ""^Pf 
affai^  of  the  Queen's  Trial.  The  19th  »« /"Ij-  ^^^ 
was  now  announced  for  thi.  wlemnity.  and  Sir  Walter 
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resolved  to  be  among  the  spectator..     It  oconrred  to  him 
that  if  the  Ettriok  Shepherd  were  to  accompany  him, 
and  produce  some  memorial  of  the  scene  likely  to  catch 
the  popular  ear  in  Soothind,  good  service  might  thus  be 
done  to  the  cause  of  loyalty.     But  this  was  not  hU  only 
consideration.     Hogg  had  married  a  handsome  and  most 
estimable  young  woman,  a  good  deal  above  his  own  origi- 
nal  rank  in  Ufe,  the  year  before;  and  expecting  with  her 
a  dowry  of  £1000,  he  had  forthwith  revived  the  grand 
ambition  of  an  earlier  day,  and  become  a  candidate  for 
an  extensive  farm  on  the  Buocleuch  estate,  at  a  short 
distance  from  Altrive  Lake.     Various  friends,  supposing 
his  worldly  ciroumstances  to  be  much  improved,  had  sup- 
ported his  application,  and  Lord  Montagu  had  received 
It  m  a  manner  for  which  the  Shepherd's  letters  to  Scott 
express  much  gratitude.     Misfortune  pursued  the  Shep- 
herd — the  unforeseen  bankmptoy  of  his  wife's  father 
interrupted  the  stocking  of  the  sheep-walk;    and  tl. 
arable  part  of  the  new  possession  was  sadly  mismanapea 
by  himself.     Scott  hoped  that  a  visit  to  London,  and  a 
coronation  poem,  or  pamphlet,  might  end  in  some  pension 
or  post  that  would  relieve  these  difficulties,  and  he  wrote 
to  Hogg,  urging  him  to  come  to  Edinburgh,  and  embark 
with  him  for  the  great  city.     Not  doubting  that  this 
proposal  would  be  eagerly  accepted,  he,  when  writing  to 
Lord  Sidmonth,  to  ask  a  phioe  for  himself  in  the  Hall 
and  Abbey  of  Westminster,  mentioned  that  Hogg  was 
to  be  his  companion,  and  begged  suitable  accommodation 
fop  him  also.     Lord  Sidmouth,  being  overwhelmed  with 
business  connected  with  the  approaching  pageant,  an- 
swered by  the  pen  of  the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Mi 
Hobhouse,  that  Sir  Walter's  wishes,  both  as  to  himself 
and  the  Shepherd,  should  be  gratified,  prmided  they 
would  both  dine  with  him  the  day  after  the  coronation, 
m  Richmond  Park,  "where,"  says  the  letter  before  me, 
'his  Lordship  will  invito  the  Duke  of  York  and  a  few 
other  Jacobites  to  meet  you."    AU  this  being  made 
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known  to  the  tensnt  of  Monnt-Benger,  he  wrote  to  Soott, 
aa  he  wya,  "with  the  tear  in  hi.  eye,"  to  .ignify,  that 
if  he  went  to  London  he  mu«t  mi»»  attending  the  peat 
annual  Border  fair,  held  on  St.  BosweU'.  Green,  in  Rot- 
burghshire,  on  the  18th  of  every  July;  and  that  hu 
absence  from  that  meeting  «.  «oon  after  entering  upon 
buainess  as  a  store-farmer,  would  be  considered  by  his 
new  compeers  as  highly  imprudent  and  discreditable. 
"In  short,"  James  concludes,  "the  thing  is  impossible. 
But  as  there  is  no  man  in  his  Majesty's  dominions  ad- 
mires his  great  talents  for  government,  and  the  energy 
and  dignity  of  his  admmistration,  so  much  aa  1  do,  1 
will  write  something  at  home,  and  endeavor  to  give  it 
you  before  you  start."  The  Shepherd  probably  expected 
that  these  pretty  oomplimepta  would  reach  the  royal  ear; 
but  however  that  may  have  been,  his  own  Muse  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  him  — at  least  I  never  heard  of  anything 
that  he  wrote  on  this  occasion. 

Scott  embarked  without  him,  on  board  a  new  steam- 
ship caUed  The  City  of  Edl  -burgh,  which,  as  he  sug- 
gested to  the  master,  ought  rather  to  have  ^«en  chris- 
tened The  New  Reekie.  This  vessel  was  that  described 
and  lauded  in  the  following  letter :  — 

TO  TH»  tOED  MOSTAOU,   KTO.,  BTTO. 

EDnBUBOH,  July  1)  1821. 

Mt  dbae  Loeb,  —  I  write  just  now  to  thank  you  for 
vour  letter.  I  have  been  on  board  the  steamship,  and 
im  so  delighted  with  it,  that  I  think  I  sh^  put  myself 
aboard  for  the  coronation.  It  runs  at  nine  knots  an  hour 
(me  ipso  taste)  against  wind  and  tide,  with  a  deck  as  long 

as  a  frigate"'  •»  ""^  "P»°'  ""^  *"  ''**P  "",  '  "1?°° 
like,  as  I  have  always  preferred  a  cloak  and  a  mattress 
to  these  crowded  cabins.  This  reconciles  the  speed  and 
certainty  of  the  maU-coaoh  with  the  ease  and  convenience 
of  being  on  shipboard.  So  I  really  think  I  wJl  run  up 
to  see  the  grandee  show,  and  run  down  again.    I  scorn 
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to  mention  economy,  though  the  expense  ia  one  fifth, 
and  that  u  something  in  hard  times,  esp  Jy  to  me, 
who,  to  choose,  would  always  rather  travel  in  a  public 
conveyance,  than  with  my  domestic's  good  companv  in 
a  po-chay.  '     ' 

But  now  comes  the  news  of  news.  I  have  been  insti- 
gating  the  grei.t  Caledonian  Boar,  James  Hogg,  to  un- 
dertake  a  similar  trip -with  the  view  of  turning  an 
honest  penny,  to  help  out  his  stocking,  by  writing  some 
wrt  of  Shepherd's  Letters,  or  the  like,  t»  put  the  honest 
boots  bodies  up  to  this  whole  affair.  I  am  trying  with 
l^rdSidmonth  to  get  him  a  place  among  the  newspaper 
pntry  to  see  the  ceremony.  It  is  seriously  worth  while 
to  g<)t  such  a  popular  view  of  the  whole  as  he  wiU  prob- 
ably  hit  off. 

I  have  another  view  for  this  poor  feUow.  You  have 
heard  of  the  Royal  Literary  Society,  and  how  they  pro- 
pose  to  distribute  solid  pudding,  alias  pensions,  to  men 
of  genius.  It  is,  I  think,  a  very  problematical  matter, 
whether  it  mU  do  the  good  which  is  intended;  but  if 
they  do  mean  to  select  worthy  objects  of  encouragement, 
I  really  faiow  nobody  that  has  a  bettor  or  an  equal  claim 
to  poor  Hogg.  Our  friend  Villiers  takes  a  great  charge 
of  this  matter,  and  good-naturedly  foigave  my  stating  to 
hun  a  number  of  objections  to  the  first  concoction,  which 
was  to  have  been  something  resembling  the  French 
Academy.  It  has  now  been  much  modified.  Perhaps 
there  may  be  some  means  fallen  upon,  with  your  Lord- 
ship a  assistance,  of  pUcing  Hogg  under  Mr.  Villiers's 
view.  I  would  have  done  so  myself,  but  only  I  have 
battled  the  point  against  the  whole  establishment  so 
keanly,  that  it  would  be  too  bad  to  bring  forward  a  pro- 
Ugi  of  my  own  to  take  advantage  of  it.  They  intended 
at  one  time  to  give  pensions  of  about  £100  a  year  to 
thirty  persons.  I  know  not  where  they  could  find  half 
*  ™*''  "'"'  '"«''  pretensions  as  the  Shepherd's. 
There  will  be  risk  of  his  being  lost  in  London,  or  kid- 
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napped  by  lome  of  thoM  ladie*  who  open  literary  mtna- 
geriu  for  the  reception  of  lioni.  I  diould  like  to  tee 
him  at  a  rout  of  blue-rtooking..  I  intend  to  recommend 
him  to  the  protection  of  John  Murray  the  bootaeller ; 
and  I  hope  he  wiU  come  equipped  with  plaid,  kent,  and 

I  wish  to  heaven  Lord  Melville  would  either  keep  the 
Admiralty,  or  in  Hogg's  phrase,  — 

"01  wooU  —f^  ¥"•'  '■'" 
Tl»  iM     of  tlM  «« to  mioin,"  — 

for  truly  the  Board  of  Control  is  the  Com  Chest  for 
Scotland,  where  we  poor  gentry  must  send  our  younger 
sons,  as  we  send  our  black  cattle  to  the  south.  —Ever 
most  truly  yours,  Wai,tee  Scott. 

From  London,  on  the  day  after  the  coronation,  Sir 
■Walter  addressed  a  letter  descriptive  of  the  ceremonial 
to  his  friend  James  Ballantyne,  who  published  it  in  his 
newspaper.  It  has  been  since  reprinted— but  not  in 
any  collection  of  Scott's  own  writings;  and  I  therefore 
insert  it  here.  It  will  probably  possess  considerable  in- 
terest for  the  student  of  EngUsh  history  and  manners  in 
future  times;  for  the  coronation  of  George  the  Fourth's 
successor  was  conducted  on  a  vastly  inferior  scale  of 
splendor  and  expense  —  and  the  precedent  of  curtailment 
in  any  such  matters  is  now  seldom  neglected. 

TO  THE  KDrrOK  OF  TH«  KDDIBiniOH  WEEKLY  JODBSAl. 
LoHDOli,  JdI;  20,  1821. 
Sm,  —  I  refer  yoa  to  the  daily  papers  for  the  details  of  the 
great  Nationia  Solemnity  which  we  witnessed  yesterday,  and 
will  hold  my  promise  absolved  by  sending  a  few  general  re- 
marks opon  what  I  saw  with  surprise  amounting  to  astonish- 
ment, and  which  I  shall  never  forget.    It  is,  indeed,  impossible 

1  Kinl  iiiho  •h.pkerfi  rtaU-CoSe,  Us  dog.    SoottaUnd-  to  tie 
old  song  oi  tli<  lea  iZi;, — 

"  Hw  Imdi »!' kalt  lad  eoUQ  thno,"  etc. 
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to  coBMlTe  a  ceremony  more  .ugut  ud  impoeing  ia  Jl  iu 
p«.,  »d  more  «1c«Uuk1  u,  m^e  the  de.'pe.t  impr-ion 

too  mart  Uto  been  beetowed  to  mug.  lOl  the  .ubo«iin.te 

p«ta  m  h™„„y  w^th  th.  reet,  « th..,  iu„„„grt  «  muchTti! 

qumtod  MremomiJ,  .mpcmg  ■ingnl.r  drewe,,  dutie.,  «d  ch«. 

«ton^nponpenK,n.  „cu.t»med  to  move  in  the  ordimuy  «,». 

ta.  of  «,,ety,  nothmg  occurred  either  .wkwrd  or  kScro^ 

wbd.  could  m«  the  generj  effort  of  the  «,Umnity.    Co^ 

jHng  th.t  .t  «  but  on.  .top  from  the  .ublime  to  the  ridicule,., 

lown  I  con.,der  ,t  „  ,urpri.ing  th.t  the  whole  ceremonij  „ 

tt.  day  .hould  have  pMsed  away  without  the  rfighu.t  oircum- 

S?  '''"''\::^^  '•t""8«  l-e  genend  tone  of  «lemn  feeling 
which  WW  suited  to  the  occaeion.  '' 

erent  of  the  day  I  mean  the  attempt  of  the  mi.guid«l  lady 
who  h«  Utely  fumiehed  .o  many  topic  of  di^So^  J^^l 
trude  herself  upon  a  ceremoniri,  where,  not  being  in  her  proper 
pl.«,  to  be  ^.ent  in  «,y  other  mu.t  have  been  voluntL  dl 
g^dation     mt  matter  i.  a  fire  of  .traw  which  iTno: 

^L^^J^  o"ly  bUcken  their  hand,  and  no«.,  like  mi.- 
ehierou.  children  dabbling  among  the  «,he.  of  a  bi-nflre.  It 
»em.  Mnguhir,  that  being  determined  to  be  prerent  at  aU  hat 
Zf;.^l,"?^°'?T'?  per«,nage  diould  not  have  procured  a 
feer,  ticket,  which,  I  preeume,  would  have  ineured  her  ^Imit- 
•ance.  I  wilhngly  pam  to  pleawmter  matter., 
n.^ffl"*?*  ^  ''•  '"f*  "  *^  Abbey  wa.  beyond  mearare 
mipuficent.  Inuigme  long  gjlerie.  .tretehed  among  the  aide. 
<rf  that  venerable  and  auguet  pile-thore  which  rise  above  the 
altar  pealing  back  their  echoe.  to  a  full  uid  magnificent  choir 
of  muBc  -thoK,  which  occupied  the  ride,  ailed  even  to  crowd- 
mg  withaU  that  Britain  ha.  of  beautiful  and  dirtingnirfied,  «.d 
tae  cro«hpdlery  mort  appropriately  occupied  by  the  We.t- 
^r  Khool^y.,  in  their  white  mrpUce.,  many  of  whom 
might  on  that  day  receive  imprewion.  never  to  be  lort  during 
toerert  of  their  hve..  Imagine  thi.,  I  «.y,  and  then  add  the 
jpert«de  upon  the  floor,  -the  altar  rarrounded  by  the  Father, 
of  the  Church,  the  King  encircW  by  the  Nobility  of  the  bnd 
•ad  the  Coun«llor.  of  hi.  throne,  uid  by  warrior,  wearing  the 
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honoNd  mark,  ol  dUtinctioii  bought  by  m»B]r  *  glorlw  dia- 
«,!  —  •<«  to  thii  Ui.  rich  ipootwao  o<  the  aukt  orowded  with 
nring  plunwg*.  und  wwonrtf,  wd  cpt  of  honor,  ud  the  lun, 
which  brightened  and  uddcncd  »  if  on  purpoc.,  now  bcMung 
in  fan  iMtre  on  the  rich  and  varied  aeeembUge,  and  aow  d»U 
Ini  a  eoUtary  ray,  which  catched,  ai  it  pawed,  the  gUttenng 
1,^  of  a  banner,  or  the  edge  of  a  group  of  battle*iee  or  paij 
tiuu*  and  then  reeted  f oU  on  lome  fair  form, "  the  cynome  of 
neighboring  eyee,"  whoee  circlet  of  diamonde  ghitened  under 
iu  influence.    Imagine  aU  thii,  and  then  teU  me  if  I  hare 
made  my  journey  of  four  hundred  mUee  to  Uttle  purpoee.    I 
do  not  lo«  your  cui  bmo  men,  and  therefore  1  wJl  not  be 
plea«d  if  you  uk  me  in  the  damping  tone  of  .uUen  phUoeophy, 
JiZtgood  all  thi.  ha.  done  the  •pectaton.     U  we  reetnct  life 
to  iU  real  animal  want,  and  neceuitie.,  we  .haU  mdeed  be  lat- 
i.fled  with  "  food,  dothec  and  Are ; "  but  Divme  P~"*>""' 
who  widened  our  iource.  of  enjoyment  beyond  tho.e  of  tte 
animal  creation,  never  meant  that  we  .hould  bound  our  wuhe. 
within  «ich  narrow  limit. ;  and  I  Arewdly  .u.pect  that  thoM 
non  «t  tanti  genUefolk.  only  depreciate  the  natur J  and  unaf- 
fected pleuiure  which  men  like  me  receive  from  ught.  of  ilJen- 
dor  and  wand,  of  harmony,  either  becam«  they  would  «em 
wiHT  than  theb  .imple  neighbor,  at  the  eipenw  of  being  lew 
happy,  or  becau«  the  mere  pUarore  of  the  .ight  «id  wmid  ■> 
«>mected  with  aMocUtion.  of  a  deeper  kind,  to  which  they  are 
unwilling  to  yield  themwlvefc 

Leaving  thew  gentlemen  to  enjoy  their  own  wudom,  1  rtiu 
more  pity  tho«,  if  there  be  any,  who  (being  unable  to  detect  a 
peg  on  which  to  hang  a  laugh)  meer  coldly  at  thu  «iUmn  f  e.0- 
IS  and  are  rather  diiTO«>d  to  dweU  on  the  eipenw  which 
attend,  it,  than  on  the  generoo.  feeling,  which  it  ought  to 
awaken.  The  eipenw,  »  f ar  «i  it  i.  national,  ha.  gone  di- 
rectly and  in«tanUy  to  the  encouragement  of  the  Bntuh  mann- 
factiuer  and  mechanic;  and  w  far  mi  it  i.  perwnal  totiieper- 
iont  of  rank  attendant  upon  the  Coronation,  it  operate.  «« 
tax  upon  wealth  and  coneidemtion  for  the  benefit  of  pover^ 
and  indurtry ;  a  tax  willingly  pud  by  the  one  ol««,  and  nrt 
the  lew  acceptable  to  the  other  becau»  it  add.  a  happy  hohday 
to  the  monotony  of  a  life  of  Uibor. 

But  there  were  better  thing,  to  reward  my  pdgnmage  tlan 
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without  the  decpnt  Tenmtioii,  to  b«hoU  the  Tolunu  f  ud 
Mtonm  mtorch.ng,  of  rowi  brtwixt  th.  King  md  hii .  ^bUd 
FMpl.,  whikt  h.,  on  tha  r,q.  h»iid,  ciUImI  God  AbniKhtv  to 

wUUt  they  .aUW,  .t  t'le  «me  moment,  on  th.  Dirin.  bST 

•nd  pledged  to  him  their  love  ud  their  doty.    I  oMinot  d.! 
■onbe  to  yon  the  effect  produced  by  th.  .olemn,  yet  .tmng. 
miitore  of  the  worde  of  Scripture,  with  the  ihoute  und  lecU. 
m*tion.  of  O.  ueembled  malUtude,  u  they  uuwered  to  th. 
voice  of  th.  PreUte,  who  demmded  of  them  whether  they  u- 
knowledged  M  their  Monmh  the  Prince  who  .Uimed  th. 
•overeigBty  m  their  pre«nce.     It  wu  p«uU«ly  delightful  to 
jee  the  King  Mceiv.  from  the  roy J  brwhren,  but  in  p«ticul»r 
from  the  Duke  of  York,  the  fn.t.m.1  kin  in  which^ey  mo- 
knowledged  their  wvereign.    There  w»  m  hon«t  t.nderne«. 
•a  »ffection«te  and  aincere  reverence  in  the  embnic.  inter- 
chwged  betwiit  the  Duke  of  York  and  hii  M»JMty,  that  »p. 
pr««hed  ahnoet  to  a  care»,  and  imprened  aU  present  with  the 
electrical  conviction,  that  the  neareat  to  the  throne  in  blood  waa 
the  nearest  alio  in  affection.    I  never  heard  pUudit.  iriven 
more  from  the  heart  than  th«e  that  wen  thundered  upoi  th. 
royal  brethren  when  they  were  thus  pressed  to  each7th«'. 
bosom.,  —  It  was  an  emotion  of  natural  kindness,  which,  bnrst- 
mg  out  umdst  ceremonial  grandenr,  found  an  answer  in  nerr 
Bntuh  bosom.    The  King  seemed  much  affected  at  this  and 
one  or  two  other  parts  of  the  ceremonial,  even  so  much  so  as  to 
«cite  some  alarm  among  those  who  saw  him  as  nearly  a.  I  did. 
He  comjJett./  recovered  himself,  however,  and  l>ore  (generaUy 
•pe»fang)  the  fatigue  of  th.  day  very  welL    I  learn  Lm  one 
near  hi.  person,  that  he  roused  himself  with  great  energy,  even 
when  most  oppressed  with  heat  and  fatigue,  when  any  of  the 
more  interesting  pari»  of  the  ceremony  were  to    e  performed, 
or  when  anything  occurred  which  excited  his  personal  and  in-, 
mediate  attention.     When  presiding  at  the  banquet,  amid  th. 
long  hne  of  his  Nobles,  he  looked  "  every  inch  a  King  •  "  and 
nothing  could  exceed  the  grace  with  which  he  accepted  uid  re- 
turned the  various  acts  of  homage  rendered  to  him  in  the  course 
01  tnat  long  day. 
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Uli  ™Tt.^l»U -S.  W..  d  D««uhi«  .nd  met  of  th.  dU. 
5;toiA«l  Whig  nobiUty  M-»bW  r<»nd  t ..  thron.  on  M. 
3»  i  giving  w  <v.n  t«tiB».y  U»t  th.  diir.r.n«.  .J  poUt. 
Sr.pimo«  J.  o«ly  .ki«W  .«».d.,  which  -"""^^J  "Z! 
„  «gry  .ppM«n«,  bat  h.T.  no  r«l  rf«t  on  th.  whol-<mi. 
wwitltntion  of  th.  country.  u  ^   .~i  .«. 

H  vou  Mk  m.  to  diitingnUh  who  bow  him  b«t,  and  *p- 
p.iUmo.t  to  .n.t«n  th.  ch.r«t«  w.  «.n.x  lo  »>»  «''<»^ 
CTh  .  «l«nnity,  I  h.r.  no  huAMon  to  «m.  I-rd  L». 
dond.rry.  who,  in  th.  mngniftcmt  rob.,  of  th.  G"**'- JT 
ttocnp-ul  Ugh  plum,  of  th.  ord.r,  w  Jk«l  Jon.,  »^h,  U. 
?»"«.  »d  LjLic  p.r«m  form«J  «  «l.qu.t.  r.pr««nl* 
St.  of  th.  oid.r  ol  Edward  III.,  th.  co.tum.  of  which  wm 
lom1,y^  Lord.hip  only.  Th.  Duk.  of  WeUington,  w.th  ^ 
WruJ.1.,  n„.«l  «d  look«l  dcrving  th.  b.ton,  wh.ch  w« 
n„,r  gn«ip4  by  «  worthy  a  hand.  Th.  M.rq««  of  A^^ 
«I  .hotred  th.  mort  «qui.it.  gn«>.  in  managing  h"  k""*- 
Z^^Z^g  th.  w«.t  of  hi.  limb  which  h.  1. ft  ^J^^ 
loo.  I  n.«r  »w  io  fin.  a  bridl^hand  in  my  Uf.,  «.dl«. 
nthM  a  iodg.  of  "nobl.  hor«.man.hip."  Lord  Howard. 
^JL  ^Z  bitt«l  than  tho«  of  th.  two  form.r  nobl.m.n 
£r;:J^  much  .o  «  t.  dorang.  th.  cr.mony  of  r.tiring  back 

""l^.'.'won  wa.  p.rfonn«l  (a.  of  right)  by  youj«  ^ 
Ja;  a  flni-koking  youth,  but  bearing,  p.rhap.,  a  UtU.  to. 
ZIZ  .pp««nc  rf  a  maid.n.knight  to  b.  *.  «h|W 
of  th.  world  iTa  King'.  b.haU.  H.  thr.w  down  hi.  e^tH 
how«»,  with  b«omiug  manhood,  and  .h«r«l  a.  mu^  ho™^ 
„«,.hip  „  th.  crowd  of  knight,  and  l-T* 'T'""™ '"^ 
;^tto  b.  «hibit«l.  Hi.  armor  wa.  u.  good  Urt^  bu^  h" 
Sueld  wa.  out  of  aU  propriety,  ^^^^ JT^^^'^Cn 
Hirfdand  target,  a  defeniive  weapon  which  it  would  haT.  been 
toK  Vl  on  hor..b«=k,  in.te«l  of  being  a  thre^or- 
Z?^«  heater^hUld,  which  in  tim.  of  th.  tUt  wa.  .u.i«nd^ 
round  th.  r -^k.  Pardon  thi.  antiquarian  ■cruple,  which,  ym 
ly  beUeve,  occurrri  to  few  but  my-elf.    On  th.  whole,  tb. 

rtrliug  part  of  th.  eihibition  "»«»»»' ^PP^'ftiri^ 
Iwould  hTve  had  the  Ouunpion  leu  «nb.rr««d  by  hi.  ...i^ 
in^«idatlibertytoputhi.hor«onth.sr«'«ij»»-    And 
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y«t  th*  jroang  Lord  gf  ScriT.lib«y.  loolud  uid  IxhtTtd  ex- 
tmiMly  well. 

Rrtnrnlng  to  tlu  nb]««t  of  «»tiiiii«,  I  rould  not  but  xlmirr 
wbMt  1  bad  pnrioiuly  bwn  dupowd  mucb  to  iriticiH,  —  I 
mtn  tb«  fuey  dma  of  tbe  Priry-Coancilloni,  whicb  wm  of 
whit,  ud  blue  Htin.  witb  trank-hoM  and  duwUm,  after  lb« 
fHhion  of  QuMn  Eliubethi  time.    8ep«»t.Iy,  m  gmy  »  inirb 
tad  »n  odd  effect  on  the  perwiu  of  elderly  or  iU-made  men  • 
but  when  the  whole  wa.  thrown  into  one  genera]  body,  aU  theM 
diiorepanciei  duappeared,  and  you  no  more  obwrred  the  par- 
,         manner  or  appearance  of  an  individual,  than  you  do  that 
of  a  Midler  m  the  battaUon  which  nurche.  pa>t  you.    The 
whole  wae  to  completely  harraoniied  in  actual  coloring,  aa  well 
aa  m  awociation,  with  the  genera:  mau  of  gay  and  gorgeoui. 
and  antaque  dren  which  floated  before  tho  eye,  that  it  wa.  next 
to  impoMible  to  attend  to  the  efleet  of  individual  «gur«i.     Yet 
a  Scotoman  wiU  detect  a  ScoUman  amongit  the  raoet  crowded 
•McmbUge,  and  I  mutt  lay  that  tbe  Lord  Ju.tice<nerk  of 
Scotland    ibowed  to  ai  great  advantage  in  hU  robei  of  Privy- 
CounciUor,  as  any  by  whom  that  aplendid  drew  waa  worn  on 
thM  great  ocoaaion.    The  common  Court-dnwe  u«ed  by  the 
Pnvy<V)unciUor.  at  the  laat  coronaUon  muit  hav«  ba<l  a  poor 
effeet  in  compariMn  of  the  preaent,  which  formed  a  gradation 
in  the  Male  of  gorgeoui  ornament,  from  the  uifwieldy  .plendor 
of  the  heralda,  who  glowed  Uke  huge  manea  of  cloth  of  gold 
wid  lUver,  to  the  more  chaatened  robee  and  ermine  of  the 
l^eert    I  muet  not  forget  the  effect  produced  by  the  Peer, 
placing  their  coroneU  on  their  heads,  which  was  reaUy  august. 
The  box  assigned  to  the  foreign  Ambassadors  presented  a 
most  brilliant  effect,  and  was  perfecUy  in  a  bUu  with  dia- 
monds.   Wh«i  the  sunshine  lighted  on  Prince  Eiterhazy,  in 
parbcnlar,  he  glimmered  like  a  gaUxy.    I  cannot  lean-  posi- 
tively if  he  had  on  that  renowned  coat  which  has  visited  aU  the 
courts  of  Europe  save  ours,  and  is  said  to  be  worth  £100,000 
or  some  such  trifle,  and  which  costs  the  Prince  £100  or  two 
•very  time  he  puts  it  on,  as  he  is  sure  to  lose  pearls  to  that 
amount     This  was  a  hussar  dress,  but  splendid  in  the  but 
degree!  perhaps  too  fine  for  good  taste  — at  least  it  would 
have  appeared  so  anywhere  eUe.    Beside  the  Prince  sat  a 
'  Scott's  selueUsllerw,  tks  Si(ht  Hon.  D.  Be;la 
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good-humored  1h>,  who  wemed  Jl  eye.  and  am  (hi.  daughte^ 
Luiw,  I  beUere),  who  wore  M  mwy  di  unond.  u  d  they  h^ 
been  Bri.tol  .tone..  An  hone.t  ?«»!«"•  "^  '  "r'^^^ 
flgure,  from  th.  dogged  and  impertorbable  gravity  with  which 
ho  looked  on  the  whole  «>ene,  withont  "«.™'™8  "  !}"^  "  ' 
„„«,le  dnring  the  .pace  of  fonr  hoar..  .^'^^'^^'^ 
woud,  I  cannot  find  that  your  Persian  u  orthodox !  for  if  he 
„orn«l  everything  el«,  there  wa.  a  Mahometui  par.d«e  ex- 
tended  on  hU  right  h«id  along  the  Beat,  which  were  occup^ 
by  the  peere»e.  and  their  daughter.,  which  the  Prophet  hm.- 
i«  miK^  have  looked  on  v.ith  emotion.  I  have  «ldom  Men 
«,  many  elegant  and  beautiful  girl.  a.  »t  mingled  among 
U«  noble  matronage  of  the  Und ;  and  Uie  ™™B  PlT^  °* 
feadier.,  which  made  the  univer«a  head-dre«,  had  the  mo.t 
appropriate  effect  in  Mtting  pft  their  charms. 

I  must  not  omit  that  the  foreigner.,  who  are  apt  to  consider 
„.  „  a  nation  enfrac,  and  without  the  u.uJ  «"f™"|»^  f 
die»  and  dUtinction,  were  utterly  a.tomdied  and  deUghted  to 
Me  the  revival  of  feudal  drcMe.  and  feudal  grandeur  when  the 
«,ca.ion  demanded  it,  and  that  in  a  de^  of  !|plendor  which 
they  averred  they  had  never  seen  paralleled  m  En»P«- 

The  duties  of  service  at  the  Banquet,  and  of  attenduice  in 
general,  were  performed  by  pages  drest  very  eleganUy  in  Hem. 
Sia^coat,  of  ««rlet,  with  gold  Uce,  blue  sashes,  white  silk 
hose,  and  white  rosettes.  There  were  d«  marduJ  B-"™  *" 
keeling  order,  who  wore  a  .imiUr  drees,  but  of  blue,  and  hav- 
ing wUte  ».he..  Both  department,  were  fflled  up  ahn^ 
entirelv  by  young  genUemen,  many  of  them  of  the  very  first 
^^tionTwho  t^k^iese  menial  character,  to  gain  admn«iou 
to  the  show.  When  I  saw  many  of  my  young  acquai^ce 
thu.  attending  upon  their  father,  and  kmsmen,  thePeen, 
Knight.,  and  so  forth,  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  Crabbes 
lines,  with  a  little  alteration : — 

'T  i™«  ■ohooliiig  prid.  to  see  tl»  mmi  J  wMt, 
Smila  oo  U.  frther,  mi  rMeive  W»  pUtt. 
It  mart  be  owned,  however,  that  they  proved  but  indi«erent 
valet.,  and  were  very  apt,  like  the  clown  in  the  pantomime,  to 
eat  the  cheer  they  diould  have  handed  to  their  ma.ter.,  and  to 
play  other  mr>depag>,  which  reminded  ■»«.»«  ,;1"«»"';°"°* 
OM  proverb  '•  not  to  man  yourself  with  your  km.      The  Peers, 


>8ji  the  coronation  j6, 

^„Z7'°'.'T'  °^^  *  "'^  ■=""»"''■'. ''"'«  "«  Aldermen  of 
CMMTUy  befeU  others  in  the  confiudon  of  the  eveniiiff  TtZ 
the»  djght  mirtake,,  which  indeed  were  not  knZ^'  .^" 
J»^,  iud  not  the  lightest  effect  on  the  geneX-^^o^ 

In^I.^'l'""-"*  *.°  PWceMion  between  the  Abbey  «d  HalL 
In  Uie  mormng  a  few  ,oice.  cUed  Queen.'  QueJ/Z  L=M 
Londonderry  pa«ed,  .nd  eyen  when  tte  80^^^'"^^'/ 
^Lt  r:S  hl""^"^  '"  *^  'oud^-dreiUraZZl 

Srp^.T:L-S --  '"^-.-.ore 

.„,-"■  *""  """"  '""  '««»™te  of  the  varietT  of 

entertamments  provided  for  John  BuU  in  the  Parb  ftT^v^ 
u.  ae  Theatres,  and  eWwhere.  Nothing  was  to  bTseen T; 
he»l  but  sound,  of  pleasure  and  festivity;  ^d  w  W  saw 

en  the  Great  Lady  u,  the  morning,  not  the  sKghtest  poS 

ftf^'^T^  *"  *^"''  "^  K^"'™!  harmony -a^Z 
tte  ^Membled  populace  seemed  to  be  muversaUy  actTtod  bv 
^pmt  of  the  day-loyalty,  namely,  and  goodJ>l^     N^^ 

^:^tZ"z^^  of  G.0B0.  !v?zX7^^ 

^««"e.  Those  who  witnessed  it  have  seen  a  K»ne  caleuUted 
to  r^se  the  country  in  their  opinion,  and   to  throw  intone 

Ak  Eib-Witmiss. 
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At  the  oloM  of  thi.  brilliant  .fne,  Scott  «f ^"^  » 

„.„k  of  homage  to  hU  geniu.  y^«'\^''t^^^7nM 
Um  than  Laiid  Nippy's  reverence  for  the  Sherfs  KnM, 
^"d^rSheffield  cX's dear  "-q-i"*"". f '"'X^^ 
^  a  visitine  ticket.  Missing  h«  carnage,  he  had  to 
X.  iome  on  foot  from  Westminster,  after  the J-anqj^t 
"Tt Tto  say.  between  two  or  three  o'clock  m  the 
—that  IS  to  say,  gentleman  his  oompan- 

r"fo^di:em«W:.tcled  in' ^  crowd  somewhe» 
^^  Whitetoi,  and  the  busUe  and  tumult  were  such 
Zhis  Hndwas  afraid  some  accident  might  happen  to 
tnatmsirw  dignitaries  was  kept 

the  lame  Imib.  A  'Pf  '"'  "t, _  =  «Sir  Walter  ad- 
clear  at  that  point  by  the  Scots  Greys.  Sir  W"^'  ?" 
dZed  a  sergeant  of  thii  celebrated  regunent,  begging 
tTfuSwTto  pass  by  him  into  the  open  ground  -tte 
middle  of  the  street.  The  man  answered  shortly,  that 
H,  t^e«  were  strict-that  the  thing  was  mipossible. 
mafhrwas  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  sergeant  to 
r^ent,  some  new  wave  of  turbulence  »PP"'«'f  "^^  ^^ 
Shind,  and  his  young  companion  «f  ™ed  m,,*  ^^ 
voice,  "Take  care.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  ^^l^, 
stalwart  dragoon,  on  hearing  the  name,  said.     What; 

hil^r^-and  he  was  in  a  moment  within  the  guarded 

'"l  l^'i^w  take  another  extract  from.the  m«»W<. 
witfi  which  I  have  been  favored  by  my  friend  A^  Cun- 
^^C.  After  the  particulars  formerly  qnotedj^ut 
STsitting  to  Chantrey  in  the  spring  of  1820,  he  pro- 

ceeds  as  follows :  — 

« I  „w  Sir  W  Jter  .g»n,  when  he  attended  the  coronation, 

in  182r  I^   the  meaftoe  hi.  bust  had  been  wrougM  » 

^Zand  the  «»lptor  de«r«l  U.tJ.e  •I'e  .■«i--'»|^^^^. 

vi,it  t<;  communicate  such  touches  of  eipre««on  or  Uneamen. 
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M  the  new  material  rendered  neeeaaary.  This  vas  done  with 
a  hajipmen  of  eye  and  hand  abnoat  magical :  for  five  hours 
did  fte  poet  sit,  or  stand,  or  walk,  whUe  Chantrey's  chisel  was 
passed  again  and  again  otw  the  marble,  adding  something  at 
every  touch.  ° 

" '  Well,  Allan,'  he  said,  when  he  saw  me  at  this  hist  sitting, 
'  were  yon  at  the  coronation  ?  it  was  a  splendid  sight.'  — '  No, 
Sir  Walter,'  I  answered,  'phwea  were  dear  and  ill  to  get:  I 
am  told  it  was  a  magnificent  scene :  bnt  having  seen  the  pro- 
cession  of  King  Crispin  at  Dumfries,  I  was  satisfied.'  I  said 
this  with  a  smile:  Scott  took  it  as  I  meant  it,  and  htnghed 
heartily.  '  That 's  not  a  bit  better  than  Hogg,'  he  said.  '  He 
stood  balancing  the  matter  whether  to  go  to  the  coronation  or 
the  fair  of  Saint  Boswell  —  and  the  fair  carried  it.' 

"  During  this  conversation,  Mr.  Bolton  the  engineer  came  in. 
Something  like  a  cold  acknowledgment  passed  between  the  poet 
and  him.  On  his  passing  into  an  inner  room,  Scott  said,  'I 
am  afraid  Mr.  Bolton  has  not  forgot  a  little  passage  that  once 
took  phce  between  us.  We  met  in  a  pnbUc  company,  and  in 
reply  to  the  remark  of  some  one,  he  said,  "  That 's  like  the  old 
saying,  —  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  you  will  find  a  Scot,  a 
rat,  and  a  Newcastle  grindstone."  This  touched  my  Scotch 
spirit,  and  I  said,  "Mr.  Bolton,  you  should  have  added  — ond 
a  Brummagm.  tutum."  There  was  a  laugh  at  this,  and  Mr. 
Bolton  repUed,  "We  make  something  better  in  Birmingham 
than  buttons  —  we  make  steam-engines,  sir." 

" '  I  like  Bolton,'  thus  continued  Sir  Walter ;  '  he  is  a  '.rave 
man,  —  and  who  can  dislike  the  brave  ?  He  showed  this  on  a 
remarkable  occasion.  He  had  engaged  to  coin  for  some  foreign 
prince  a  Urge  quantity  of  gold.  This  was  found  out  by  some 
desperadoes,  who  resolved  to  rob  the  premises,  and  as  a  pre- 
Kminaty  step  tri,  1  to  bribe  the  porter.  The  porter  was  an 
honest  f eUow,  —  he  told  Bolton  that  he  was  offered  a  hundred 
pounds  to  be  blind  and  deaf  next  night.  "  Take  the  money," 
was  the  answer,  "  and  I  sbaU  protect  the  phwe."  Midnight  came 
—■  the  gates  opened  as  if  by  magic  —  the  interior  doors,  secured 
with  patent  locks,  opened  as  of  their  own  accord—  and  three 
men  with  dark  hmtems  entered  and  went  straight  to  the  goM. 
Bolton  had  prepared  some  flax  steeped  in  turpentine  —  he 
dropt  fire  upon  it,  a  sudden  Ught  filled  all  the  pUce,  and  with 


3^4 
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b!<  umituOt,  he  nuhed  fonrard  on  the  robher-,  — the  le»der 
u«  in  a  moment  he  «M  betrayed,  turned  on  the  porter,  and 
duxrting  him  dead,  burrt  through  aU  obrtruction,  and  w.th  an 
ingot  of  gold  in  hi.  hand,  waled  the  waU  and  e«aped. 

"  <  That  is  quite  a  romance  in  robbing,"  I  §aid  i  —  and  IBao 
nearly  uid  more,  for  the  cavern  ecene  and  death  of  Meg  Mer- 
riUea  roee  in  my  mind ,  -  perhap.  the  mind  of  Sir  Walter  wa. 
taking  the  direction  of  the  Solway  too,  for  he  said,    How  long 
have  yon  been  from  Nithrfale  ? '  — '  A  doien  yean.     '  Then 
you  irill  remember  it  welL    I  wa.  a  ™itor  there  in  my  youtti ; 
my  brother  wa.  at  aoMbum  whool,  and  there  I  found  Cree- 
hope  Linn,  a  Mene  ever  preeent  to  my  fancy.    It  «  at  once 
fearful  and  beautiful.    The  .tream  jump,  down  from  Uie  moor- 
hmd.,  .aw.  it.  way  into  the.  freestone  rock  of  a  hundred  feet 
deep,  and,  in  ewaping  to  the  pUin,  perform,  a  thouMud  vagiir 
rie..    In  one  part  it  ha.  actuaUy  .haped  out  a  htUe  chapel,  — 
the  peaeant.  call  it  the  Sutor.' Chair.    There  are  Mulptnre.  on 
the  ride,  of  the  linn  too,  not  rach  a.  Mr.  Chantrey  c«.t.,  but 
etching,  wraped  in  with  a  knife  perhap.,  or  a  harrow-tooth. — 
Did  you  ever  hear,'  mid  Sir  Walter, '  of  Patrick  MaxweU,  who, 
taken  prirwner  by  the  King-,  troop.,  ewaped  from  them  on  hi. 
way  to  Edinburgh,  by  flinging  him«,lf  into  that  ,b«rfful  Imn 
on  Moffat  water,  caUed  the  Doug'aMe.'  Beef-tub?   —  /^ 
quently,'  I  aMwered;  'the  country  abound,  with  anecdote,  of 
^ow  day.:  the  popuUr  feeling  .ympathiie.  with  the  poor 
Jacobite.,  «id  h«i  recorded  it.  «ntimente  in  many  a  tale  and 
many  a  yerw.'  — 'The  Ettrick  Shepherd  ha.  coHected  not  a 
few  of  thoM  thing.,'  Nud  Scott, '  and  I  mppoM  many  (matches 
of  wng  may  yet  be  found.'  -CI  have  gathered  many  such 
thingTmyKOf,  Sir  Walter,  and  a.  I  .tiU  propow  to  make  a 
collMtion  of  aU  Scottieh  wng.  of  poetic  merit,  I  .haU  work  up 
many  of  my  rtray  verw.  and  eurion.  anecdote,  m  the  notes. 
—  S   '  I  am  gUd  that  yon  are  about  mich  a  thing ;  any  help 
whidi  I  can  pve  you,  you  may  command;  a<di  me  any  ques- 
tion., no  matter  how  m«iy,  I  dnJl  amwer  them  jf  I  »n- 
Don't  be  timid  in  your  wlection ;  our  ancMtor.  fought  boldly, 
q»ke  boUly,  and  nng  boldly  too.    I  can  help  you  to  an  old 
characUiMtic  ditty  not  yet  in  print :  — 

"  There  imit  a  nun  into  tie  wMt, 
And  O  gin  he  WM  emel, 
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For  OD  Ui  bridal  night  >t  a'an 
He  gst  Dp  aid  gist  for  (khL 

"  They  brought  to  him  a  gnda  ihaip'i  head, 
A  bMon,  and  a  towsl ; 
Oar  taka  thaa  vhim-whama  far  ina  ma, 
I  winna  want  my  grael." ' 

,"5;~'5  ?"*'  ""^  **"'  ""«  •«'''"=  f"  l»K'  "em. 
related  to  tie  bndegroom  of  Nithadale, 

"  Tha  bridagioom  grat  aa  the  mn  gada  down, 
The  bridegroom  grat  aa  the  ran  gade  down ; 
To  ony  man  I  '11  gie  a  bonder  marka  eaa  free, 
ThU  night  that  wiU  bed  wi'  a  bride  for  me."  ' 

"  5.  — '  A  cowardly  loon  enough.  1  know  of  many  cnunbs 
and  fragmenlB  of  verse  which  will  be  useful  to  your  work ;  the 
Border  was  once  peopled  with  poeta,  fop  every  one  that  couU 
fight  could  make  ballads,  some  of  them  of  great  power  and 
pathos.  Some  such  people  as  the  minstrel,  were  living  less 
than  a  century  ago.'  _  C.  '  I  knew  a  man,  the  hut  of  a  race 
of  district  tale-tellers,  who  used  to  boast  of  the  golden  days  of 
his  youth,  and  say,  that  the  world,  with  aU  its  knowledge,  was 
grown  sixpence  a  day  worse  for  him.'  — 5.  'Howwa.  that.' 
how  did  he  make  his  Uving  ?  _  by  telling  tales,  or  singing  bal- 
lads  ?  -  C.  '  By  both :  he  had  a  devout  tale  for  the  old,  and 
a  meny  song  for  the  young ;  he  was  a  sort  of  beggar.'  —  S. 
'  Out  upon  thee,  AUan  —  dost  thou  caU  that  begging  ?  Why, 
man,  we  make  our  bread  by  story-telling,  and  honest  bread 

It  IS.' " 

I  ought  not  to  close  this  extract  without  observing  that 
Sir  F.  Chantrey  presented  the  original  bust,  of  which 
Mr.  Cunningham  speaks,  to  Sir  Walter  himself;  by 
whose  remot-ot  descendants  it  will  undoubtedly  be  held 
m  additional  honor  on  that  account.  The  poet  had  the 
rurther  gratification  of  learning  that  three  copies  were 
executed  in  marble  before  the  original  quitted  the  studio: 
One  for  Windsor  Castle  — a  second  for  Apsley  House 
—  and  a  third  for  the  friendly  sculptor's  own  private 
collection.  The  casts  of  this  bust  have  since  been  multi- 
plied beyond  perhaps  any  example  whatever. 
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Sir  Writer  returned  to  Sootlmd  in  company  with  Mi 
friend  WUH«m  Stewart  Bom;  and  they  took  the  way  by 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  where,  on  the  waU  of  the  room  m 
which  Shakcpeare  i.  supposed  to  have  bee"  bo".  ^ 
autograph  of  the«  pilgrinu  may  ttill,  1  beheve,  be 
traced. 


CHAPTEB  Lin 

PUBUCATIOS    OF    ME.     ADOLPHUg'g    LETTIM    OM    THE 
AUTH0B8HIF  OF  WAVEBLET 

1821 

I>tJBiifo  Scott's  ™it  to  London  in  Juty,  1821,  there 
appeared  a  work  which  was  read  with  eager  curiosity 
and  delight  by  the  pubUo  — with  much  private  diversion 
besides  by  his  friends  — and  which  he  himself  must  have 
gone  through  with  a  very  odd  mixture  of  emotions.  I 
^ude  to  the  volume  entitled  "Letters  to  Richard  Heber, 
Esq.,  containing  critical  remarks  on  the  series  of  novels 
beginning  with  Waverley,  and  an  attempt  to  ascertain 
their  author;"  which  was  soon  known  to  have  been 
penned  by  Mr.  John  Leycestor  Adolphus,  a  distinguished 
alumnus  of  the  University  then  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment by  Sir  Walter's  early  friend  Heber.'  Previously 
to  the  publication  of  these  letters,  the  opinion  that  Scott 
was  the  author  of  Waverley  had  indeed  become  weU  set- 
tled in  the  English,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Scottish  mind; 
a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  external  as  well  as 
internal,  had  by  degrees  cooperated  to  its  general  estab- 
lishment: yet  there  were  not  wanting  persons  who  still 

'  [John  LejcMter  Adolphiu,  smi  of  John  Adolplma,  emiiMnt  H  •  burii. 
tor  ««d  the  astlior  of  miotu  hutorical  wopfa,  «iu  born  in  1796,  and  wu 
•dowtod  >t  Meroliant  T.ylon",  and  St  John'i  CoUege,  Oxford,  vhoni  in 
IS14  be  gund  tbo  NowdigUa  priie  for  EoglUb  rerM.  Ho  held  •  repii- 
toble  poeition  Ui  hU  fetber'e  proteMoo,  and,  beiide  the  work  deicribed  in 
the  text,  pobUebod  Letters  from  Spain  in  ISSS  and  ISSt.  He  alio  wrote 
a  niunber  of  ole»er  metrical  jVur  <f  «prii.  He  was  engaged  in  completing 
talsS'  '        "^  ""''  ■^"'''"^  "^  °'°'»'  «i  "  U"  aiM  of  hii  deaA 
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dinented,  or  at  laut  affected  to  dinent  from  it.  It  wai 
TONrred  for  the  entbuiiastio  indoBtiy,  and  admirable  in- 
genuity of  thii  juvenile  aoademio,  to  aet  the  question  at 
rett  by  an  acoumolation  of  critical  evidence  which  no 
■ophiitry  could  evade,  and  yet  produced  in  a  ityle  of 
iuch  high-bred  delicacy,  that  it  wa»  impoMible  for  the 
hitherto  "veiled  prophet"  to  take  the  alighteat  offecoe 
with  the  hand  that  had  forever  abolished  his  disguise. 
The  only  sceptical  scruple  that  survived  this  exposition 
was  extinguished  in  due  time  by  Scott's  avowal  of  the 
nle  and  unaasuted  authorship  of  his  novels;  and  now 
Mr.  Adolphus's  Letters  have  shared  the  fate  of  other 
elaborate  arguments,  the  thesis  of  which  has  ceased  to  be 
controverted.  Hereafter,  I  am  persnaded,  his  volume 
will  be  revived  for  its  own  sake ;  —  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
regarding  it  merely  as  forming,  by  its  original  effect,  an 
epoch  in  Scott's  history,  I  think  it  raj  duty  to  mark  my 
sense  of  its  importance  in  that  point  of  view,  by  tran- 
scribing the  writer's  own  summary  of  its 
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-Ight  hi.  .w»  »^knowUdg«,.  tat  i*,nn«..  „ow«l  p,^., 

""wiy  wown  u  tin  management  of  elukneter  —  !>>«.  ^ 

-  it.  g.«.«l  f  etow.  _  PUinneM  «.d  fS^  G^^TuS.! 

—  Manner  of  telline  a  ehart  .»««,      w    i.    '  "  ■»"••' 

TOHiio  poetry —  Happy  adapUtlon  of  dialogue  to  cUraeter 

artrT  fr  ^ ""  -SC-er^rrm^p:: 
ir-^-reirXiHtTLr'^xr^.rt 

^/JT;:^::rm;risis£-iiT5ret"eS:L^ei^ 

X.n.^  J    •     «"?'"°"*«''"  <>■■  refined  comment.  _  Groat 

fa^Z^d  r™^  ""^  ^  *""■  ««'''™'^  combination,  rf 
m>«ge»,  and  the  anoeiation  of  object,  in  the  mind  -jIT™ 
«enta.  etc.  -  Di..inct.e„  and  UvdLl  of  S^  Tn  n!^"'' 

Uewnption.  wmetime.  too  obviously  picture«^uT-Sub^ 
Sy  ".Ln^'!:^'-^"'  ^\  ^oenuTScedtd 
«en«_;CZ„^  ^T""!*  """'  "  «^^  "«»  complicated 

Li^KVII  Storie,  of  the  two  writer,  compared - 
Tl»«  ».  gonerJly  connected  with  true  hietory,  and  h.'Hdr 
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fcr^t«IltaT(ttoh«.  «  »m.  other  pri»d,«l  !»"«»«•)  '" 
—  Some  iMnM  dM«i.r»U  into  mtlodram*  —  Ljrrte^  P"^ 

3h.ro-Cli««twi  rMwnbUng  «Kh  oth«r-F.miae  pw- 

.brartlT  PMMd  o«r-8orpTi«.,  iuiexp«ted  di«0Teri«,  etn. 

--™™  to  the  m»r».llo«i-D"»n»  weU  dMcnb«d  —  Lhnng 
;ZL  »*^X  .p«t«.-D-th.  of  BurW.  Bi«»g«-»., 

DjS,.-Mi««n««m.   thought. -In-Uac-  to  -Wch 
K  writ.™  h.«  sorted  to  th.  -»•  --^-tS: 

''"id-w  i:rl%rii'.  rt:::Si.rf;nar.otio»tog 

quot«l by *"'»'-: "''CJ'"     -rirrto  friend,  op  o.  men  pub- 
hi.  oontempor»ne«,  whether  M  priTrnw  irrei.  ,•.,„  »i„ 

I  wish  I  had  .pwe  for  extiMting  copious  »P«^'»~' °f 
the  feltity  with'^ich  Mr.  Adolphu.  -*• -^*«^. 
variou.  pointa  of  hi.  problem.  A.  .t  »-  J  »»^]»^~^ 
tented  whh  a  narrow  neleotion  -  and  I  ahaU  take  two  at 
S^Torthe  pa»age»  which  ««m  to  me  to  connect  them- 
^JIZ  Soiy  with  the  main  purpo«.  of  my  own 
compilation. 

..  A  Ihoroogh  knowledge  and  rt.te«n.nlik.  »»*? «*»^j^ 
the  trie  Stoty  ««1  pditie.  of  Brit«n  at  vanoa.  and  d* 
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^  Lord  Sornm'.  Tnwto,  «d  of  Sir  iUIph  S^Uor'Tsui 
P.P.™  I  tut  in  th«.  «„I  „u»r  p«.  of  hi.  Uh,^  "  ^,'*^ 
h«  »««»«rUy  plunged  dMp  intoUw  rtud/of  Bri2l.T! 
Wography,  ,nd  »ntiqaiUM,  ,nd  Zt  th«  .  1    .     ^     •^'''' 
wW^  Jj.  brought  Ju..«,'r:let:  ^1^  .te"    r^lS^I^ 

.«J^  zl  Jh,^:' .rr^ !""  •«•»'•'•  -•^  wueh  "n. 

cr»Hi  ui  attachment  to  hia  original  stndr/    Are  wa  tl..n  . 

>^"r,:ri'er^ ■"'"'•'•  •«"»«  *•  -PP-ition  of  hi. 
hZTj        «j  "  ^**  P««»'»d  in  SootUnd)  with  a  fiM. 

and  f„^.n   ^.  .^  ""'"»«"?  •!«"  H  over,  but  enter.  «i  lar<relv 
and  fonnaUy  mto  aU  iu  teohnicalitie.,  a.  if  the  c«w  wenT^tn 

todunty  which  re.m.  from  habitual  ob-erration.    iTf^ 
the  mbjeot  of  law,  whicL  i.  a  .tumbUng^block  to  othe™  i.^ 

««get.  thrt  when  an  author  find,  hinuelf  at  home  and  jirfeeUy 
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111 — 
to  h«  noted  •■  *        j,^     itftirt,  who  wM  <»^   u,,rimiUr 

.  r2trwt>rc».-««-M— 
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B"  tnrnj  aaida  ttwkrf  '^-  -        • 

H.fc.«ktai,^hH«i^7.  . 
Inw  7M  imU  Wn  MM  «ftk  i» 

A«  «HI«.  «,to«,  |io«il,  k^H 
B.I.»inUM«i..,HW.' 


TVj  kowl'd  h  MhHkolj  n.), 
Tk«  dmljr  ooMk  t«M«  lk«  MK. 

ftrt<l«ilk.k«»d.m«did.Jr 
Aid  aaddw  a««  tkd>  i>uiul_  b. 


Cl-t  pn.'d  to  Ho;,  ik^TTAjLi  Im 

U.to«>h'd  Ik.  k»»  b.,-  to  *,, 
A.  lofUj,  dml,,  oprf  ui.  doct,'  (to. 

Or  look  .1  C«W.  ft,  Suon,  1„  hi.  «,«,„  hji  ,„„^  . 

doM  kaowWg.  of  phy.iogi.omy  p«™li„  to  thrir  r»e.  LhSi 
to  urtrud.  npon  th.  moody  rihTB^of  lh,i,  m^^TZT 

^J  h-  ^  '^  .»«r»"»"y  ""*"«>  to  "licit  nodM  W 
hi.  Mr  inu.  hu  hmd.  Even  h«  wm  „pdl«i  jl  uTlZf 
«m^^..D.,^B.U„,d„„,    ^--^fl^h^r^ 

«Anoth„  «im.taKl  Artch  o«mr.  i«  the  w,y  <rf  .imil,:_ 
Th.  mtomew  brtw«n  lUtcBft.  ««1  Shupitiw  hj^  .^ 

»««.  not  nnmmgl.d  with  u,  indiMtion  to  Uugh,  «d  rZ^ 
*Tl.4       P"'  """""^    o'"*  down,  «,d  „iLn  in  th^ 
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portaie  for  s  Utde  time,  witching  each  other'.  mOTcment.,  and 
waitinit  which  shall  begin  the  game.' 

«  Lrt  me  point  out  a  rtiU  mow  amonng  rtndy  of  canine 
life :  '  While  the  Antiqaary  wa.  in  fuU  dechunation,  Jimo,  who 
held  him  in  awe,  according  to  the  remarkable  instmct  by  wtach 
do«  inrtantly  diworer  thoM  who  like  or  didike  them,  had 
pZed  neveral  times  into  the  room,  and,  enconntermg  nothmg 
UrTforbidding  in  hU  aspect,  had  at  length  presumed  to  mtro- 
duM  her  fuU  person,  and  finally,  becoming  bold  by  unpumty, 
die  actnaUy  ate  up  Mr.  OUbuck's  toast,  as,  looking  flrrt  at  one, 
then  at  another  of  his  audience,  he  repeated  with  self-compla- 
cence,— 

" '  WaaTe  the  w«pp<  and  ic«mT»  the  woof.  — 

Tou  remember  the  pa«»ge  in  the  Fatal  Sister.,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  not  so  fine  a.  in  the  original  — But,  hey-day!  my  toast 
has  vanished  !     I  see  which  way  _  Ah,  thou  type  of  woman- 
kind, no  wonder  they  take  offence  at  thy  generic  appellation . 
_  (So  saying,  he  diook  his  fist  at  Juno,  who  scoured  out  of 

the  parlor.) '  .    .  .1.1 

"U  short,  throughout  these  works,  wherever  it  is  possible 
for  a  dog  to  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  effect  of  a  scene,  we 
find  there  the  very  dog  that  was  required,  in  his  proper  place 
and  attitude.    In  Branksome  Hall,  when  the  feast  wa.  over,  — 

'  Tlie  liag-hoimdi,  veary  with  th«  oliaae, 
Lay  itretolwd  upon  the  miby  floor, 
Aad  urged,  in  dnina,  the  forert  rMO 
Itom  ToTiotrtono  to  Bikdalo-moor.' 
The  gentle  Margaret,  when  she  steals  secretiy  from  the  caiUe, 
'  Fala  the  ihaggy  blood-boand 
Am  he  waatm  him  up  from  his  Uii.' 

When  Waverley  visits  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine,  in  hi.  con- 
cealrjent  at  Janet  GellaUey's,  Ban  and  Buscar  pUy  their  parts 
in  every  point  with  perfect  discretion ;  and  in  the  ]oyou8  com- 
Banv  that  awembles  at  Littie  Veolan,  on  the  Baron's  enlarge- 
^t,  th^e  honest  animaU  are  found  'stuffed  to  Uie  throat 
with  food,  in  the  UberaUty  of  Macwheeble's  joy,'  and  <  snonng 
on  the  fioor.'  In  the  perilous  adventure  of  Henry  Bertram, 
at  Portanferry  gaol,  the  action  would  lose  half  its  mterest, 
without  the  by-play  of  Uttie  Wasp.    At  the  funeral  ceremony 
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^  Donc»gg«,  (in  The  W,  rf  u.e  Lake),  .  pri^eipj  „„^, 


— '  StniMh,  who,  tlw  bim  bMid., 
Poor  Shuuk  I  whom  1,1,  ,,„,  ^  J, 
Coold  M»d  lik.  Uiht,^  o'er  tj>.  do.  ■ 


Ellen  DonglM  oniled  (or  did  not  .mae) 


— - '  to  HO  til.  MmMj  dni., 
^Md  forth  Ua  Seot  upon  tha  Uka 
WhJe  ha,  Ta.ad  ap<uud  ft™.  the'hoMh, 
B.jad  .t  tha  ,ri»  hayoDd  hi.  „„h^  ' 

'D»%htMp,ri«l  likamo„„,«, 
Tlat  bnsrhtor  «  th.  da-^pop  g, 
Tha  h«hW  m.iden'.  ohaak  .pp..„d, 
For  DoutU.  ^ke,  „d  j,  j„„^  ^^^ 
JJ.  fl»h  of  diMe-f»ad  joy  to  hido, 
n,  hoooda,  U.a  h„k,  har  o.„.  diridaj 
rht  loved  oanw.  of  the  nuid 

Tha  do;,  mth  crooch  ud  whimper  pud: 

And,.tharwhirtle,onherh««r 

me  faleoi  took  hi.  f.Torita  Mud, 

aoaed  hi.  duk  wi«g,  rakial  hi.  eya, 

Hor,  though  uhooded,  »gght  to  «;.• 

"-.ver^nt  withTmrnw  c^^^'t^i  ■"ventjve  talent  « 
tMtics,  aa  tie  anth^,.  ^f  w   ""f™*"'  ■»«•  »»  weU  schooled  in 

proach  rf  a  mmT.,     f^   "  """J"'  ""*  *»  ™™  »»  the  ap. 
Ke.  or  d^l,,^  '"'^  T""''"  »«™«  th«t  »wes  and 
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rent  themwlTe.  in  the  me»-room  or  the  gu»rd-room,  every  »d- 
Tantase  U  on  the  side  of  the  noveliet.  I  might  illustrate  thi. 
po,ition  by  tracing  .11  the  gradation,  of  cWacter  marked  ont 
in  the  noveU,  from  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine  to  Tom  Halli. 
day  ■  but  the  example,  are  too  weU  known  to  require  enomera. 
tion,  and  too  generaUy  admired  to  rtand  in  need  of  panegyric. 
Both  writer.,  then,  ma.t  have  beitowed  a  greater  attention  on 
miUtary  .ubjects,  and  have  mixed  more  frequenUy  m  the  .oci- 
ety  of  Mldierm  than  i.  u«ual  with  perwn.  not  educated  to  the 

profcion  of  arm..  .^  j  .i.  »  .i.. 

"  It  may  be  asked,  why  we  should  take  for  granted  that  the 
writer  of  these  novel,  i.  pot  himwU  a  member  of  the  mihtary 
profewion?    The  conjecture  i.  a  UtUe  improbable  if  we  have 
been  right  in  concluding  that  the  minutenew  and  multiphcity 
of  our  author',  legal  detail,  are  the  f mit  of  hi.  own  study  and 
practice,  although  the  same  perron  may  certainly,  at  different 
period,  of  life,  put  on  the  hehnet  and  the  wig,  the  gorget  and 
the  band ;  attend  court,  and  Ue  in  trenche. ;  head  a  charge  and 
lead  a  cauM.    I  cannot  help  .mpocting,  however  (it  is  with  the 
greatest  difBdence  I  venture  the  remark),  that  in  those  warbke 
recitals  which  so  strongly  interest  the  great  body  of  readers,  an 
army  critic  would  diKover  several  particuUr.  that  Mvor  more 
of  the  amateur  than  of  the  practised  campaigner.     It  is  not 
from  any  technical  improprieties  (if  such  exist)  that  I  derive 
tlu.  obwrvation,  but,  on  tiie  contrary,  from  a  too  great  mmute- 
ncM  and  over^iurious  diligence,  at  time,  perceptib  e   m  tile 
military  deUiU ;  which,  mnidet  a  reeming  fluency  and  f  lumha^ 
itv  betray,  I  tiUnk,  here  and  there,  the  lurking  vestigm  of 
labor  and  contrivance,  like  the  marks  of  pickaxe,  m  an  artificial 
erotto.    The  account,  of  operation,  in  tiie  field,  if  not  more 
drcumetantial  timn  a  professional  author  would  have  made 
them,  are  occasionaUy  circmnMantial  on  pomts  which  such  an 
author  would  have  thought  it  idle  to  dweU  upon.     A  writer 
who  derived  hi.  knowledge  of  war  from  experience  would,  no 
doubt,  like  the  Author  of  Waverley,  deUght  m  Aapmg  out 
inaginary  manoeuvres,  or  in  filling  up  the  traditional  outhne  of 
S  martial  enterprises  and  conflict.,  which  have   found  a 
phKe  in  history ;  perhaps,  too,  he  would  dweU  on  these  pwta  of 
his  narrative  a  Uttie  longer  than  wa.  strictiy  necewary  ;  but  m 
describing  (for  example)  tile  advance  of  a  party  of  .oldiers, 
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«x  their  bayoneu,  ^Td  ^™'ed  »  "^^o'ce^'Tj"'"'''  ':::f 

p-a«ve  of  .he  ^iJl^^ZZZlZu^  rr"^'"^ 
«.g  officer  g.ve  ,„ch  direction  a.  the>e     ■  lit Ih^!  "rHi, 
wgiment,  and  do  you  two  retreat  „n  il..  in  •  ™  *"" 

e«h  halting  alterj,»ty  JCZl^l^^  "i  Z  "^ir' 
rogues  in  check  with  the  rear«™^,  mikinTa  ItanV  J  7  *° 
from  time  to  time  '     T  H«  ,  .    «  '  """"K  »  'tiiid  and  facing 

purpose  of  d^p^iatLg?!"* "/ri5i:^"""°"'  '"  "■' 
have  never  been  surZLiTrirhn!    ""^"'y.  ?■""<'»•  ''"oh 

are  the  fittest  that  coid  be  select^  foTrt^      have  pomted  out 

«  the  present  author  ha.  for  the  legal  nart  of  hi.  n  ^^^' 

^  " '  Th.  priM.  of  dMtaMi  i.  a  gei,U.»aiL'  i 

Another  point  of  resembUnce  between  the  author  of  W 
•  »»»  Uar,  Art  m.  8mm  4. 
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verley  »nd  him  of  Flodden  Field  i»,  that  hoth  are  nnqoestion- 
ably  men  of  good  society.    Of  the  anou^uioM  writer  I  infer 
thii  from  his  works ;  of  the  poet  it  is  unneeessary  to  deduce 
such  a  character  from  his  writings,  hecanse  they  are  not  anony- 
mous.    I  am  the  more  inclined  to  dwell  upon  this  merit  in  the 
novelist,  on  account  of  its  rarity  ;  for  among  the  whole  multi- 
tude of  authors,  well  or  ill  educated,  who  devote  themselves  to 
poetry  or  to  narrative  or  dramatic  fiction,  how  few  there  are 
who  give  any  proof  in  their  works,  of  the  refined  taste,  the  in- 
stinctive sense  of  propriety,  the  dear  spirit  of  honor,  nay,  of 
the  familiar  acquaintance  with  conventional  forms  of   good- 
breeding,  which  are  essential  to  the  character  of  a  gentleman  I 
Even  of  the  small  number  who,  in  a  certain  degree,  poesesa 
these  qualifications,  how  rarely  do  we  find  one  who  can  so  con- 
duct his  fable,  and  so  brder  his  dialogue  tiiroughont,  that  no- 
thing shall  be  found  either  repugnant  to  honorable  feelings,  or 
inconsistent  with  polished  manners !     How  constantly,  even  in 
the  best  works  of  fiction,  are  we  disgusted  vrith  such  ofCences 
against  all  generous  principle,  as  the  reading  of  letters  by  those 
for  whom  they  were  not  intended;  taking  advantage  of  acci- 
dents to  overhear  private  conversation ;  revealing  what  in  honor 
should  have  remained  secret ;  plotting  against  men  as  enemies, 
and  at  the  same  time  making  use  of  their  services  i  dishonest 
practices  on  the  passions  or  sensibilities  of  women  by  their  ad- 
mirers ;  falsehoods,  not  always  indirect;  and  an  endless  vari- 
ety of  low  artifices,  which  appear  to  be  thought  quite  legitimate 
if  carried  on  tiirough  subordinate  agenta.     And  aU  tiiese  knav- 
eries are  assigned  to  characters  which  the  rpwier  is  expected  to 
honor  wiUi  his  sympathy,  or  at  least  to  receive  into  favor  before 
the  story  concludes. 

"  The  sins  against  propriety  in  manners  are  as  frequent  and 
aa  ghmng.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  hoyden  vivacity,  harlot  ten- 
derness, and  dancing«!hool  affability,  with  which  vulgar  novel- 
writers  always  deck  out  their  countesses  and  prindptttat, 
chevaUers,  dukes,  and  marquises ;  but  it  would  be  easy  to  pro- 
duce, from  authors  of  a  better  class,  abundant  instances  of 
bookish  and  Uborious  pleasantry,  of  pert  and  insipid  gossip  or 
mere  shing,  ttie  wrecks,  perhaps,  of  an  ob«';.«ie  taihionable 
dialect,  set  down  as  the  brilliant  conversation  of  a  ritty  and 
elegant  society ;  incredible  outrages  on  the  common  decorum 
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p-.t  r«ta  on  the  most  deUoate  topic  indulged  in  Wore  Ul 
^iTt  '  "P™™""  '""'y  interchanged  between  gentlemen, 
wtach,  by  the  cnrtom.  of  that  ch™,  .re  neither  n,ed  nor  tole^ 
•ted,  and  qnarrels  earned  on  mo,t  bombaetically  and  aba- 

npon  the  number,,  «x,  nerves  or  di^retion  of  the  byrtander. 

You  will  perceive,  that  in  recapituUting  the  offence,  f 
other  wnte«^  1  have  pronounced  an  indirect^ulogiJm^tl;e 
Author  of  Waverley.  No  man,  I  think,  ba.  a  cW  ZZ 
what  jn,t  and  honorable  in  principle  and  conduct,  or^l 
««e,  in  a  Ugher  degree  that  elegant  Lte,  and  that  chivIlC 
generosity  of  feeling,  which,  united  with  exact  judgCnT^v" 
an  author  the  power  of  comprehending  and  exnr^n.^  ^It 
m»ety  the  right  and  fit,  but  the  gracefni'and  exS^Tht:^' 
r„ml  \  ■''"!'"«'"'   0'    «>«■«   "mark,,   a  «,mewbat 

homely  one  pertap,,  let  me  caU  to  y«ir  recoUection  the  inci- 
dent,  8o  wdd  Mid  extravagant  in  it. Jf,  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton', 
dopemen  with  Uie  miUer-.  daughter.  In  the  addre,,  »d 
fedmg  with  which  the  author  ha,  displayed  the  high-minded 
dehca^y  of  Queen  Elizabeth',  courtier  to  Uie  ungnarded^^ 
nymph,  m  hi,  bnef  reflection,  arising  out  of  thi,  part  of  the 
JTOtive,  and  mdeed  m  his  whole  conception  and  mCgement 
of  ^e  adventure,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  morjist  or  the 
gentleman  is  mo,t  to  be  admired :  it  U  impowible  t»  prai™  too 
warmly  either  the  «>und  taste,  or  the  virtuous  sentiment  which 
have  imparted  ,o  much  grace  and  interest  to  such  a  hazardous 
epuode. 

*v"^'  "TJ-  '""*'  ^  8»™"lly  afflnned,  on  a  renew  of  aU 
the  .ix^nd-thirty  volumes,  in  which  this  author  ha,  reUted  the 
adventure,  of  wme  twenty  or  more  heroe,  and  heroine,  (with- 
out count^g  ,econd-rat6  persomiges),  that  there  is  not  an  un- 
haidsome  action  or  degrading  sentiment  recorded  of  any  per- 
«n  who  I,  recommended  to  the  fuU  esteem  of  the  reader!  To 
b«  b^elew  on  thi,  head  i,  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  p  vriter 
cangive  of  honorable  principle,  implanted  by  educati  .  and 
refreshed  by  good  society. 
"The  correctnew  in  moral,  i,  aarcdy  more  remarkable 
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than  the  nflnement  and  propriety  in  mannen,  by  which  theie 
noreli  are  diatrngoiBhed.  Wliere  the  character  of  a  gentleman 
it  ixitrodnced,  we  generally  find  it  rapported  without  affectation 
or  coutnunt,  and  often  with  ro  much  truth,  animation,  and 
dignity,  that  we  forget  onrselvei  into  a  longing  to  behold  and 
eooTerse  with  the  accomplished  creature  of  imagination*  It  ie 
true  that  the  ToUttle  and  elegant  man  of  wit  and  pleamre,  and 
the  gracefully  fantastic  petitd-maltrasej  are  a  species  of  char- 
acter scarcely  ever  attempted,  and  even  the  few  sketches  we 
meet  with  in  this  style  are  not  worthy  of  so  great  a  matter. 
But  the  aristocratic  country  gentleman,  the  ancient  lady  of 
quality,  the  gallant  cavalier,  the  punctilious  young  soldier,  and 
tiie  jocund  veteran,  whose  high  mind  is  mellowed,  not  subdued 
by  years,  are  drawn  with  matchless  rigor,  grace,  and  refine- 
ment. There  is,  in  all  these  creations,  a  spirit  of  gentility,  not 
merely  of  that  negative  kikd  which  avoids  giving  offence,  but 
of  a  strong,  commanding,  and  pervading  quality,  blending  un- 
impaired with  the  richest  humor  and  wildest  eccentricity,  and 
communicating  an  interest  and  an  air  of  originality  to  char^ 
actors  which,  without  it,  would  be  wearisome  and  insipid,  or 
would  fade  into  commonplace.  In  Waverley,  for  example,  if 
it  were  not  for  this  powerful  charm,  the  severe  but  warm- 
hearted Major  Melville  and  tiie  generous  Colonel  Talbot  would 
become  mere  ordinary  machines  for  carrying  on  the  plot,  and 
Sir  Everard,  the  hero  of  an  episode  that  might  ^e  coveted  by 
Mackenzie,  would  encounter  the  frowns  of  every  impatient 
reader,  for  nnprofitably  retarding  the  story  at  its  outset 

"  But  without  dwelUng  on  minor  instances,  I  will  refer  you 
at  once  to  the  character  of  Colonel  Mannering,  as  one  of  the 
most  striking  representations  I  am  acquainted  with,  of  a  gen- 
tleman in  feelings  and  in  manners,  in  habits,  taste,  predilec- 
tions ;  nay,  if  the  expression  may  be  ventured,  a  gentieman 
even  in  prejudices,  passions,  and  caprices.  Had  it  been  less 
than  all  I  have  described ;  had  any  refinement,  any  nicety  of 
touch,  been  wanting,  the  whole  portnut  must  have  been  coarse, 
common,  and  repulsive,  hardly  distinguishable  from  the  moouj' 
father  and  domineering  chieftain  of  every  hackneyed  romance- 
writer.  But  it  was  no  vulgar  hand  that  drew  the  lineaments 
of  Colonel  Mannering  ;  no  ordinary  mind  could  have  conceived 
that  exquisite  combination  of  sternness  and  sensibility,  injuri- 
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•OMtitutioiuI  irritabilitr     ^,Z,  •       i  'enderneM  and 

the  thoagto.  of^lS  ^^^;"f  '^.'^'  l-"'  ™te"d  into 
•t  once  impetuou.  uldj^\«^"^  *  '•"P*'  "'  »i"<> 

se^^rr^d^rSt^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

We,  and  eitendinritLu  W       .    ^^  '"""•  "  »-«™«' 
•Whter.C"  e^*  "*"  ^'^  ^■"^■'■'  »»  t^e  mind  of  hi, 

wh«f^L     ?/"• '  "hrewdnes,,    and   often  Zrw^s 

n^eorr^dr '^rf^rj^  He  or^a 

-you  -U  find  that  Colonel  M^ertrhae  S  Z^T 

law  on  thU  point"-I  „,n„,e  n,y  S:-     °'^  ^^^ 

''An  tte  production,  I  .n.  acqnainted  with,  both  of  the  noet 

ofteTS^'  b^elnW^i^'"'"  *7  "'''  *?•«"■  »"  too 
IPTOi  oy  eccentricity,  pretenrion,  or  bad  taate.    In 
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the  woriu  before  at  there  !•  a  ooiutint  tendency  to  promote 
the  deiire  of  excellence  in  oorselvei,  and  the  lore  of  it  in  oor 
neighbora,  by  miking  n«  think  honorably  of  our  general  nature. 
Whaterer  kindly  or  ehariteble  affection,  whatever  principle  of 
manly  and  honeet  ambition  eziati  within  va,  'u  ronwd  and 
■timnlated  by  the  penual  of  theeo  writinge ;  our  paaeiona  are 
won  to  the  cause  of  justice,  purity,  and  self-denial  i  and  the 
old,  indieaoluble  tiei  that  bind  u»  to  country,  kindred,  and 
birthplace,  appear  to  strengthen  as  we  read,  and  brace  them- 
selTM  more  firmly  about  the  heart  and  imagination.  Both 
writers,  although  peculiarly  happy  in  their  conception  of  all 
chivalrous  and  romantic  excellencies,  are  still  more  distin- 
guished by  their  deep  and  true  feeling  and  expressive  delinea- 
tion of  the  graces  and  virtues  proper  to  domestic  life.  The 
gaUant,  elevated,  and  ,)Unctilious  character  which  a  Frenchman 
conUmpUtes  in  speaking  of  '  un  Konnitt  homvu,'  is  singularly 
combined,  in  these  authors,  with  the  genial,  homely  good  qoaU- 
ties  that  win  from  a  Caledonian  the  excUmation  of  'honest 
man ! '  But  the  crown  of  their  merits,  as  virtuous  and  moral 
writers,  is  the  manly  and  exemplary  spirit  with  which,  upon 
all  seasonable  occasions,  they  pay  honor  and  homage  to  religion, 
ascribing  to  it  its  just  preSn  ence  among  the  causes  of  human 
happiness,  and  dwelling  on  as  the  only  certain  source  of  pure 
and  elevated  thoughts,  and  upright,  benevolent,  and  magnani- 
mous actions. 

"This,  then,  is  common  to  the  books  of  both  writers,  —  that 
they  furnish  a  direct  and  distinguished  contrast  to  the  atrabili- 
ous gloom  of  some  modem  works  of  genius,  and  the  wanton, 
but  not  artless  levity  of  others.  They  yield  a  memorable,  I 
trust  an  immortal,  accession  to  the  evidences  of  a  truth  not 
alway.  fashionable  in  literature,  that  the  mind  of  man  may  put 
forth  all  its  bold  luxuriance  of  original  thought,  strong  feeling, 
and  vivid  imagination,  without  being  loosed  from  any  sacred 
and  social  bond,  or  pruned  of  any  legitimate  affection;  and 
that  tiie  Muse  is  indeed  a  '  heavenly  goddess,'  and  not  a  grace- 
less, Uwless  runagate, 

'  i^p^itpt  MiAUrrot,  hriariat* 

"  Good  sense,  the  sure  foundation  of  excellence  in  all  the 
arts,  is  another  leading  characi«rj«tio  of  these  productions. 
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A.»»^ng  ft.  .„ft„,  rf  w.T.rlq,  .„d  ft,  «uh.,  of  M.™,i.„ 
to  beth,  «me  p.«on,  .1  woiJd  b.  difficult  in  onr  tim«  to  find 

oft.,  d.,,on.on  or  d^yity  „,  judgment,  whither  kri.ing  f"S^ 
t^T  ',  ^""^  0,  corruption  of  moral..  It  i,  „u,ui,hine 
^t  ,0  volummou.  »nd  .ucc.«rful  ,  writer  .hoold  «,  «irmte 
betrayed  mto  jny  of  fto«  •  fantartic  trick. '  which,  in  .rh  . 

Wi  ■"h.-J  LT".."""'"  ""  <*  -«""»)  tie  critic. 
Uugh.  H.  .dopt.  no  faduonable  cant,  coUoqui  J,  philowphic  " 
or  Uterary  ,  h.  tjJ...„odeUght  in  being  um^telli^ll.  ,h.dc« 

Udde  ft.  p««„ger.,  but  pre«nt  no  palpable  .ub,t«,ce  to  theb 
Sfni'  in  ♦   !  **"  "  P««cIoxe.,  no  affecter  of  new  d^ 

^  „™d.  •rrt".'"'J'  P'^*™Py.  <"  impertinent  ^nicUm  , 
«d  !riZ?-^  hft-y-hor^  ,  «,d  wift  aU  hi.  matchlei  energy 
and  ongmabty  of  mmd,  he  i,  content  to  admire  popular  booU 
and  enjoy  popular  plea«.re.,  to  cheri,h  ftose  o^^.  S 

«Crbirrr'!:i'^'  toreverencefto..  imtftution, Zu  h 
•ntlqmty  ha.  haUowed;  and  to  enjoy,  admire,  cherish  .nH 
reverence  aU  fte«,  wift  ft.  ..me  plaiij^.i.l^c ^  ^ni  ^ 
cen.ir  a.  our  anceator.  did  of  old. 

i.y  of  manner  apparent   in  fte  female  portrait,   of  fte   two 

peculiar  flnene»,  dehcacy,  snd  minutene™  of  touch,  and  witj 
.care  at  time,  almort  amounting  to  timidity,  ,0  ftat  ft» 
^u^y  appear  more  highly   finished,  but   1«.   boldly  11 

^fL  r™  •  "™  *'  '''^'  '^*  "'■'«''  they  a« 
ranoundod.  Their  eleg«,ce  «,d  purity  are  alway,  admirabk 
««l  are  happdy  combined,  in  mo,t  instance,,  wit^h  um.Cod 
e-e^d  natural  .prit  Strong  practical  «n,e  i,  fteir^ 
pre^hng  charMtormtic,  un««.ompanied  by  any  repuUiye  a" 
of  «lfl.hne«,  pedantry,  or  unfeminineharshnes.  Few  JrilTn 
have  oyer  «mced,  in  «,  .trong  a  degree  a,  fte  author,  of  M^ 

thMiartic  deyohon,  which  may  be  expressed  by  fte  term  loyalty 
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to  llw  bit  m,  th*  honormbU  •ttribot*  of  ohiTdnxu  and  ro- 
mantio  ftgM.  If  thej  toneh  on  tho  faolU  of  womankind,  thair 
•atira  if  plajtol,  not  eontamptnoiu  s  and  tbair  aeqnainUnw 
wHh  famala  mannen,  (now,  and  foiblM,  i>  appanntljr  dnwn, 
not  from  Ubntln*  azpnianoa,  bnt  tram  tht  gnUalaw  familiarity 
of  domMtie  life. 

"  Of  all  human  tlM  and  eonnootiont  than  ii  non*  M  tn- 
qnontljr  bronght  in  now,  or  adomod  with  lo  manjr  tonoliM  of 
tho  moot  aHooting  oloqoonee  bjr  both  thoM  writoro,  aa  tha  para 
and  tandor  rotation  of  father  and  daughter.  Douglai  and 
Ellen  in  The  Lady  of  the  Lake  will  immediately  oeenr  to  you 
aa  a  diatinguiihed  example.  Their  mutual  afleotion  and  lolici- 
tude  I  their  pride  in  eaeh  other'e  exoolleneiei ;  the  parent'a 
regret  of  the  obeeurity  to  which  fate  haa  doomed  hia  child  i 
and  the  daughter'!  leU-devotion  to  her  father's  welfare  and 
aafety,  conititnte  the  higheet  interest  of  the  poem,  and  that 
which  is  most  uniformly  sustained ;  nor  does  this  or  any  other 
romance  of  the  same  author  contain  a  finer  stroke  of  passion 
than  the  orerboiling  of  Douglas's  wrath,  when,  mixed  as  a 
atranger  with  the  crowd  at  Stirling,  he  seee  his  daughter's 
faTorite  Lnira  chastised  by  the  royal  huntsman. 

**  In  Rokeby,  the  filial  attachment  and  duteous  anxieties  of 
Matilda  form  the  leading  feature  of  her  character,  and  the 
chief  source  of  her  distresses.  The  intoreonrse  between  King 
Arthur  and  his  daughter  Qyneth,  in  The  Bridal  of  Triermain, 
is  neither  long,  nor  altogether  amicable ;  but  the  monarch's 
feelings  on  first  beholding  that  beautiful  *  slip  of  wilderness,' 
and  Us  manner  of  receiTing  her  before  the  queen  and  court, 
are  too  forcibly  and  naturally  described  to  be  omitted  in  this 


"  Of  all  the  norela,  there  are  at  most  bnt  two  or  three  in 
which  a  fond  father  and  affectionate  daughter  may  not  be 
pointed  out  among  the  principal  characters,  and  in  which  the 
main  interest  of  many  scenes  does  not  arise  out  of  that  pater- 
nal and  filial  relation.  What  a  beautiful  dispUy  of  natural 
feeling,  under  every  turn  of  circumstances  that  can  render  the 
situations  of  child  and  parent  agonizing  or  delightful,  runs 
through  the  history  of  David  Deans  and  his  two  daughters ! 
How  affecting  is  the  tale  of  Leicester's  nnhappy  Countess, 
after  we  have  seen  her  forsaken  father  consuming  away  with 
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to  i«mi«„t  JTfrighthU  Aril  ^.t*^"'  •*'^  ''«^' 
•««.  in  A  Legend  oImZZLT,^'  *^  """'  "^'■»« 

;r^  •^'  -^own  ^.  tL'".^;:::^:™^  :i  SL,ir 

mion  and  the"  n"v Zof  W.^eZ"  H"  P~' •'Ma,- 
the  ».i„„teae«  of  hi.  de  JT^;  J^'  ^'^^^^ /o' 
i.,  however,  too  gmeful  to  be  omitU^.rt  '"  Tr 
thmk,  appear  frfvolou.  or  irrelevrt  in'th.  „^  ''  ^ 
««  pursuing,  to  dwell  o„^.        ■  *  "^""y  "« 

Cuimportanf  ndeei  C  .re  if  l"  W  ""•  "»"«"»"•• 

of  direct  critioi,m7b«t^n"d^J^°tu  "r^"  "  ""J*^ 
present  nurooM    fl,.-  """"«""<»  with  reference  to  our 

which,  flS. 'on  SIS'  *^/e^'  '-b'tance. 
two  great  poetic  oce.^'^'  *'"'  ''"'''™  """""""ioation  of 
»  the  epigraph  of  Mr.  Adolphus^'^riet^.  i°"'""''« 
ero.men.    Prom  the  overweening  monarch  to  the 
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pMTiih  nniM,  dinmgh  all  iatwnnilhli  dtgmi  of  Iht  npn^ 
flsial  Moititr  or  proud  wurior,  JitmHIiig  thui»hni»iii  dotiag 
old  nuB,  ooMoiiif  Uwjm,  Ijiag  tnTdw,  iwrttou  mnduurt, 
nub  Mwua,  podutiek  moIu.  tho  unoroiu  ilwpliMrd,  tnriou 

utiiUf  rain-^orioiM  nuuter,  and  triekj  Mrrant ; Ho  had 

all  tlw  Joan,  iqailM,  flouU,  bolt,  qaifa,  taonti,  whlnu,  jotli, 
eUnohet,  gyboa,  mokoa,  jarka,  with  all  tha  aoTaral  kinda  of 
aqoiTooaliona  and  other  lophlrtloal  eaptiona,  that  ooold  proparljr 
ba  adaplad  to  tha  fmon  by  whoaa  ropraMntation  ha  intandad 
to  inraagla  tha  eompanjr  into  a  fit  of  mirth  1 " 

I  haTe  it  not  in  m;  power  to  ptoduoe  the  latter  in 
whioh  Soott  eonreyad  to  Heber  hia  opinion  of  thia  work. 
I  know,  however,  that  it  ended  with  a  mqueit  that  be 
ahould  preaent  Mr.  Adolphua  with  hia  thanka  for  the 
handaome  terma  in  which  hia  poetical  efforta  had  been 
apoken  of  throughout,  and  requeat  him,  in  the  name  of 
the  author  qf  Marmion,  not  to  reviait  Scotland  without 
teaerring  a  day  for  Abbotaford;  and  the  £idolon  of  the 
author  of  Waverley  waa  made,  a  few  montha  afterwardi, 
to  apeak  aa  followt  in  the  Introduction  to  The  Fortunea 
of  Nigel:  "Theae  letten  to  the  member  for  the  Uni- 
veraity  of  Oxford  ahow  the  wit,  geniua,  and  delicacy  of 
the  author,  which  I  heartily  wiah  to  tee  engaged  on  a 
aubjeot  of  more  importance ;  and  ahow,  beaides,  that  the 
preaervation  of  my  character  of  tneo^nito  haa  engaged 
early  talent  in  the  diacuiaion  of  a  curious  q-  ition  of 
evidence.  But  a  cauae,  however  ingenioualy  pleaded,  is 
not  therefore  gained.  You  may  remember  the  neatly 
wrought  chain  of  circumstantial  evidence,  so  artificially 
brought  forward  to  prove  Sir  Philip  Francis's  title  to  the 
Letters  of  Junius,  seemed  at  first  irrefragable;  yet  the 
influence  of  the  reasoning  has  passed  away,  and  Junius, 
in  the  general  opinion,  is  aa  much  unknown  as  ever. 
But  on  this  subject  I  will  not  be  soothed  or  provoked 
into  saying  one  word  more.  To  say  who  I  am  not,  would 
be  one  step  towards  saying  who  I  am;  and  as  I  desire 
not,  any  more  than  a  certain  Justice  of  Peace  mentioned 
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When  Sir  Walter  returned  from  London,  he  brought 
vith  him  the  detailed  plans  of  Mr.  Atkinson  for  the 
completion  of  his  house  at  Abbotsford;  which,  however, 
did  not  extend  to  the  gateway  or  the  beautiful  screen 
between  the  court  and  the  garden  —  for  these  graceful 
parts  of  the  general  design  were  conceptions  of  his  own, 
reduced  to  shape  by  the  skill  of  the  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Damick.  It  would  not,  indeed,  be  easy  for  me  to  appor- 
tion rightly  the  constituent  members  of  the  whole  ediflce; 
— throughout  there  were  numberless  consultations  with 
Mr.  Blore,  Mr.  Terry,  and  Mr.  Skene,  as  well  as  with 
Mr.  Atkinson  —  and  the  actual  builders  placed  consider- 
able inventive  talents,  as  well  as  admirable  workmanship, 
at  the  service  of  their  friendly  employer.  Every  prepa- 
ration was  now  made  by  them,  and  the  foundations  might 
have  been  set  about  without  farther  delay;  but  he  was 


•'^-^ 


II 


CHIEFSWOOD 


I' 


i- 


i 


»8ai  CHIEFSWOOD  jg 

bower  until  wbter  had  robbed  TfTv  1  •  ^"""^ 
then  made  an  exour.bn  ft^l  pj  u  '?  **""•*'««•  «« 
•  be  present  at  "T^^  '"J^"^'"^^'  <"'  P»T»»e  to 
era  a,  seemed  HkT  f  ~  ■  *^  "  """"y  "*  'be  creep. 
tbemwirSri™^d^,r"r  ""■-"J.  -d  Plant^ 
erected  eipressr  fT  rt,  •        '  «'."'™'»t  similar  porch, 

Sofia's  liSXotchierS-  ^  '"^  <^"«^- 

of?8^-[i.:tsroVser^  "■"  """■"^'  "■"-'-'' 

dwell  on  my  memor^  nK    „ '*^°''  "^''^  "i"  e™r 
were  near  eL:rATb:jo':,t''C.k1ro]^     ^' 

the  iu7r^pt°„„Tn"^''''"'  *"'«'"'*-<'°  of  spirit  which 

nt^-'w^  sth-  So.t:r  -  r^^'  :r 

his  temper  sunk  ^^Ll  ZerZ"^'^^'''^-  ^™° 
of  learned  dulness  the  ™„M  ?  °'*'°°  applauses 
periwigged  dowa»«  tLT  T^*T'  "^  P^'"^  '"d 
Snderb^d  forlS  ^L^Th"  r*"  ""'•l-'^  '^'^  "hich 
pompous  simperf  o7  .„^      !,'■'    'l««»t™».   «nd    the 

»re';^set™'^ometrs;rtL"',r'''^'-  '^'- 
x'^i^trgcdrTb^^^^^^^ 

morning.  X chZr  rf  t^ -t'**".*'.'''"  "'*"  »  'ho 
of  MusLd  andl^L  ^^^"^  '  ^'''  "^^  ^"'^"8 
«<«««&  under  ourS'?     *"'  °™.  J^y""'  »hout  of 

w  hi,  toii.::;d™i7forzfia:r?.t2r\'!'  •^ 

"■It '"'  "^'S^  «"«>  <"-»  «bout  him.  ™,der  .  s^re^^ 
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aih  that  overshadowed  half  the  bank  between  the  cottage 
and  the  brook,  pointing  the  edge  of  his  woodman's  axe 
for  himself,  and  listening  to  Tom  Purdie's  lecture  touch- 
ing the  plantation  that  most  needed  thinning.     After 
breakfast,  he  would  take  possession  of  a  dressing-room 
upstairs,  and  write  a  chapter  of  The  Pirate;  and  then, 
having  made  up  and  despatched  his  packet  for  Mr.  Bal- 
lautyne,  away  to  join  Purdie  wherever  the  foresters  were 
at  work  — and  sometimes  to  labor  among  them  as  strenu- 
ously as  John  Swanston  himself  —  until  it  was  time 
either  to  rejoin  his  own  party  at  Abbotsford,  or  the  quiet 
circle  of  the  cottage.  —  When  his  guests  were  few  and 
friendly,  he  often  made  them  come  over  and  meet  him 
at  Chief swood  in  a  body  towards  evening;'  and  surely 
he  never  appeared  to  more  amiable  advantage  than  when 
helping  his  young  people  with  their  little  arrangements 
jpon  such  occasions.     He  was  ready  with  aU  sorts  of 
devices  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  narrow  establishment; 
he  used  to  delight  particularly  in  sinking  the  wine  in 
a  well  under  the  brae  ere  he  went  out,  and  hauling  up 
the  banket  just  before  dinner  was  announced  —  this  prim- 
itive process  being,   he  said,  what  he  had  always  prac- 
tised when  a  young  housekeeper;  and  in  his  opinion  far 
superior  in  its  results  to  any  application  of  ice;  and,  in 
the  same  spirit,  whenever  the  weather  was  sufficiently 
genial,  he  voted  for  dining  out  of  doors  altogether,  which 
at  once  got  rid  of   the    inconvenience  of  very  small 

1  [Among  tlw  friendly  yidUif  tt  thll  ttam  WM  Mr.  Ch«!«  Tonnf,  wbo 
bionght  mth  him  hii  Km.  Th«  Utter  in  his  diary  ik.toh»i,  not  wiftont 
wmeyiTid  touohw,  the  dayB  ipent  M  Abbotrford.  One  digit  taeident 
eonnected  with  Soott'.  greeting  «t  hi.  gneet.  m.y  be  noted.  On  heniDg 
the  Ind'e  Chrietien  n«me,  he  eicleimed  with  emphnne,  '•  Why,  whom  111  ho 
nUed  ntter  f  "  On  being  tdd  th«t  the  name  wai  in  memory  of  the  boy  • 
mother,  Jnli.  Anne,  h.  replied,  "  WeU,  it  to  •  oapitJ  n«ne  for  >  nmel,  I 
mnet  lay  i "  «  remark  which  Julian  Tonng  natnraUy  recalled  when  f  enml 
wa.  nnblidied.  The  Yonng.  aUo  Ttoited  Chiefewood,  and  the  yoniUnl 
diarist  wee  mnch  impressed  by  Lochhart's  strikingly  hand»>me  face,  while 
"  kia  deference  and  attention  to  hU  fathor-m-l»w  were  delightfnl  to  wit- 
nSM."  —  See  Jfemoir  (jf  Charla  Jfojme  T<mg,  pp.  88-06.] 
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for  nothing.  Mr  Rom  uL 7  ^  '"?.°^  -^rviuit.  went 
ing  the  «,e*e  «^5  t^^TT't^r'^f  ''  -^If  "ith  liken- 
tho«,  little  Freneh  dr^  S.^^  "M '"^  '"'.'''  "'"'  "' 
and  "Mad«ne  la  Co^sm"  .„^  'Monsieur  le  Comte " 
bridal  under  tCtiZ  Z  i  f  TJ  '*"""8  "  «  '^"^Se 
wa.  only  tmng  tTuve'  v! t  '™'?'  ""'  "**•  '«  Comte'" 
H.  own';.ld^tff  „1  W^/^"  ^"  «  fo"  »-Pl»  lour, 

eveTing°aMeLTfn"re  ^t^ '  '«'  "'"^'^  '?«■"  »- 
alino/aa  rSe^uUedwle"  -r  ff^-'t^S^i  and 
to  whoM  table  he  Lut^  k  ■        i'*  "'*''  **  Ferguson,, 

Plea«d.  wi^equarft^^dtrLtT  T'*":-"'  "''•"'  '«' 
deed  it  seemed^  be  much "  "aL  „'f  T^^'"''  ^''■ 
day  when  there  had  b^n  no^!^-      """^"f*  ""^  «"« 

in  du.t,  gay  voice,  fore^r  ,  LcS  ^^rrh"  t"" 
M  I  write      Wifl,  *!,-»  "™>»J«,  seem  to  haunt  me 

EvenTnc^  thTll  of  theTT'  ^^  "^  ""  g°»- 
whom  I  may  now  JSv  r  Ji  ™'"    '^  ^'"^"-J'  'he 
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other  femde  (urviTor,  her  dearest  friend  Margaret  Fer- 
guson, breathed  her  last  also.  —  But  enough  —  and  more 
than  I  intended  — I  must  resume  the  story  of  Abbotf 

During  several  weeks  of  that  deUghtful  summer,  Scott 
had  under  his  roof  Mr.  WiUiam  Erskine  and  two  of  hii 
daughters;  this    being,   I  believe,   their    first  visit  to 
Tweedside  since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Erskine  in  September, 
1819.     He  had  probably  made  a  point  of  having  his 
friend  with  him  at  this  particuUr  time,  because  he  was 
desirous  of  having  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  correc- 
tions from  day  t»  day  as  he  advanced  in  the  composition 
of  The  Pirate  — with  the  localities  of  which  romance  the 
Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  was  of  course  thoroughly 
familUr.     At  all  events,  the  constant  and  eager  delight 
with  which  Erskine  watched  the  progress  of  the  tale  has 
left  a  deep  impression  on  my  memory;  and  "'*««°^ 
heard  so  many  of  its  chapters  first  read  from  the  MS. 
by  him,  that  I  can  never  open  the  book  now  without 
thinking  I  hear  his  voice.     Sir  Walter  used  t»  give  him 
at  breakfast  the  pages  he  had  written  that  morning;  wid 
very  commonly,  whUe  he  was  again  at  work  in  his  study, 
Erskine  would  walk  over  to  Chiefswood,  that  he  might 
have  the  pleasure  of  reading  them  aloud  to  my  wife  and 
me  under  our  favorite  tree,  before  the  packet  had  to  be 
sealed  up  for  the  printer,  or  rather  for  the  transcriber  in 
Edinburgh.     I  cannot  paint  the  delight  and  the  pnde 
with  which  he  acquitted  hhnself  on  such  occasions.     The 
little  artifice  of  his  manner  was  merely  superficial,  and 
was  wholly  forgotten  as  tender  affection  and  admiration, 
fresh  as  the  impulses  of  childhood,  glistened  in  his  eye, 
and  trembled  in  his  voice. 

This  reminds  me  that  I  have  not  yet  attempted  any 
sketch  of  the  person  and  manners  of  Scott's  most  inti- 
mate friend.  Their  case  was  no  contradiction  to  the  old 
saying,  that  the  most  attached  comrades  are  often  very 
unlike  each  other  in  character  and  temperament.    The 
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man  of  feeble  mike  who  ««„L  ^  '""^  ''"  »  ""'« 
got  beyond  .  iooi-pl^S^:^::^^^:^^,  •■"  '""^ 
addicted  himself  to  i^v  out^f  ,t!!  '  ''"'"'''  '"PP""*' 
He  would,  I  fancy,  ba^Jt^!'^^"'^:^  '"'»*«™'- 
own  mutton  .,  of  hTZl'T,"  '?.'"'8''?  "^  """yi-g  hi, 
.budder  when  he  Mwa^  'owlmg-piece :  he  used  to 
if  murder  we«  in  ;:  ^.Tu?"^  f"  cour.ing,  a. 
angler  was  in  hi.  evMTH,..;!^'  .""'."'«  <«»J  meditative 

Hi!  .mall  ei:ivcttrcireh°^:r  7:^'; 

eyes,  were  the  index  of  H,.  •  l  . '  "^  *"'*  ^«"1 
within.  He  baTth^w^f^'Uro,?:''™  ^l"""  '^"'' 
ons  enthusiasm,  and  so2^f  W  „  I  '°*°'  ""^  Sener- 
fol  hmdwape,  or  a  Csta»in  f  '"^'^'-  ^  ^'^^i. 
tear,  rolling  "down  W,  ctTk  .„7Tk'  ^"u'^  '"""'  "«' 
have  no  doSbt,  of  el^Mt^^\^\^^^^  <*?»"«•  ^ 
to  do  so,  the  highest  ^S7'  5"^  '"'  ^"^^  "»"'«'  '''» 
ve^  little  oommtd  oTrhif n^rtr  °'."  '"*'^'  '"  '"^ 
.uob  as  men  otordii^V^    m  f/  ""'^''    "-oumstances 

fabric,  like  s<^tt°,yS  „th  .^';i"y  ""^'""^  °^  •«>° 

dismount  to  lead  hisT^  7  '"^fiference.  He  would 
perceived  to  Cadesc^nHtr"""'  f  '"""^  "^'^ 
and,  unlike  the  Whr^^y'^f' D^  "'.."  """r ' 
way  round  for  a  bridge  '     ""^^  «"  *  W 

pl"s'ral''te"r'td'To"^  f  °'*"-^*«  "  •>" 
means  the  ki^nf  .^         *'"*''"  "  sheriffship   by  no 

-cb  ^^"xin?-^rrtuXhat  riTo^ 
o^.e?b-rrdine^i::i-x^^ 

term^gU  a  certain  wayward  ^.ppi'sl^^sl^rdli;^- 
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with  Ui  foMMio  exhibitloM,  and  in  ?■*"»•  rr^*?; 

Tory  i»rty)  to  -y  bittmr  thing,  of  pwple  in  high  pl«»l 
but  with  the«.  exception.,  never  wu  l»°"°l?»",?;'»r^. 
.11  the  human  r«e  more  lively  «.d  overilowmg    h«.  hi. 
evidenUy  wa.,  even  when  he  oon..dered  hun«U  u  one 
who  hJ  re»on  to  oompUun  of  hi.  I""''  ".  th^w""^- 
Now,  however,  thew  little  Mpentie.  h.d  di»ppe»red, 
one  ^t  reJ  grief  h«l  OMt  it.  .hjdow  over  h.m.  .nd 
.ubmUrive  to  the  chMti«ment  of  heaven,  he  had  no 
longer  my  thought,  for  the  petty  m..u«ge  of  manfand. 
Scott'.  .pprehen.ion  w...  that  hi,  amb.t.on  wa,  extrn- 
^ildwUh  hi.  rebutment,  and  ije  wa.  nowu«ngevejT 
f^deavor,  in  connection  with  their  common  ^V^f^ 
Lrd  Advocate  Eae,  t*.  v-'ocure  for  ErAme  that  long- 
^veted  «.t  on  the  I.  ..n,  about  which  the  .ubdued 
widower  himwlf  h«l  cea«d  to  <«cupy  hu.  mmd.    ^  and 
by  the«.  view,  were  reali»d  to  Scott'.  h.gh  "ti-f^"™. 
„d  for  a  brief  «a«.n  with  the  happie.t  effect  on  Er- 
^L'.  own  .pirit.,-bnt  I  .haU  not  »t.c.pate  the 

Ttnwhile  he  .hnmk  from  the  coULion.  of  general 
««iety  in  Edinburgh,  and  lived  almost  ««>»«"'y  "  """ 
^n  little  circle  of  intimate..  Hi.  conver.at.on.  though 
ZewL  precis,  and  iinical  on  the  «"* '"P"™?"  •  '»' 
rich  in  knowledge.  HU  literary  ambition,  active  and 
Sr^g  .t  the  out»t,  had  long  l»fore  ti^i,  *•»«  »««^ 
Thi.  profound  veneration  for  Scott;  but  he  .tiU  read 
"■treat  deal,  and  did  so  a.  much  I  believe  with  a  view 
to  a..i.ting  Scott  by  hinU  and  .uggeetion,,  M  f ^  h« 
own  amnwment.  He  had  much  of  hi.  fnend  .  tact  m 
el^ne  the  pictureeque  from  old.  and,  generally 
S^ngfduU  bLk.;  ^d  in  bringing  out  hU  .tore,  he 
often  dfowed  a  great  deal  of  quaint  humor  »»d  -ly Jit. 

Scott,  on  his  side,  respected,  trurted,  and  loved  him, 
much  »  an  affectionate  hu.band  doe.  the  wife  who  gave 
S^  he"  heart  in  youth,  «id  thi-.k.  hi.  thought,  rather 
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S?  "»'  own  in  th.  eyeniDg  of  life,  h.  «otW,  cheered, 
•nd  .uiUuned  Emkine  h.bituiday.  I  do  notieh^L 
»«.  ent.™  .nd  perf«,t  conflden'o.  ever  XiZ2^ 

«^^Zu  "^  j'^'T  '"^  •**■"  '"  •«''  "her,  ttd  to 
on.  who  h«l  duly  ob«rved  the  creeping  jedo„.ie,  of 

«  i^layed  m  their  connection  .t  the  time  of  which  I 
un  tpeaking,  ought  to  be  cut. 
Among  the  common  friend,  of  their  younir  d.v.    of 

7n-»7?^  ?     "'r'  "ff^^on-wM  the  8i.terof  Sei, 
fnend  Cr««toun,  the  confidant  of  Scott',  first  md^. 
nate  love,  whom  neither  had  now  wen  for  a  pS  of 
more  than  twenty  year..     Thi,  Udy  had  Jnder^^,  do 
me.t.c  affliction,  more  th«.  .ulBoienrtolve*^™.h^ 

Purgetall  had  died  «me  year,  before  thi.  time,  leaving 
her  an  only  .„n,  a  youth  of  the  met  amiable  dis^trn* 
«Dd  po.w«,ng  abilitie,  which,  had  he  Uved  toTveto^ 
them  mu,t  have  .ecured  for  him  a  high  .tatL  intS 

of  ^  ,llu,tr.o»,  Imeage,  foUowed  hi,  faiher  to  the  tomb 
m  the  nmetoenth  year  of  hi.  age.  The  deflate  CouTt^ 
Z^.^^J!  her  famUy  in  ScotUnd  to  return,  afteTSS 
bereavement,  to  her  native  conntryj  but  she  had  vowed 
to  her  »n  on  hi,  deathbed,  that  one  day  her  dnVt  .Zm 
be  mmgled  with  hi,,  and  no  argument  iould  indnrher 
St^^j!T  ?«."«'1»«<»'  of  remaining  in  „7it.^ 
rurg,tBU.  who  had  been  bom  and  bred  nn  o„  rt^.i. 
T2^'  ,tf  "*^  <^™'"^'"-  JosepT^von  H^» 
Porgstall,  which  he  put  forth,  in  January.  182llm,J«r 

tt  c'''  ."'  ''*""™'^'  ■"  Monument,^'  of  tJi.  woA 
the  Counto«  wnt  a  copy  to  Sir  Walter  (with  whom  her 
eorrcpondence  had  been  during  .everal  yL.  .Cnded" 
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by  the  hand*  of  har  eldeit  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Cru> 
itoun,  who  had  bean  riiiting  her  in  StyrU,  and  who  at 
this  thne  oooupiad  a  tUU  within  a  few  mike  of  Abboti* 
ford.  Soott'i  letter  of  aoknowhxigment  nerer  naohed 
her;  and  indeed  I  doubt  if  it  wa«  ever  deipatohed.  He 
appean  to  hare  meditated  a  lat  of  ooniolatury  renea  for 
ita  oonoluiion,  and  the  Mum  not  anawering  hii  call  at  the 
moment,  I  auipect  he  had  allowed  the  iheet,  which  I  now 
tianacribe,  to  fall  aaida  and  be  loat  eight  of  among  hia 
mnltifarioua  maaiaa  of  MS. 


TO  THi  cotnmaa  puaoarALL,  nc.,  etc. 

Mr  DBAB  AND  KUCH-VALtiED  Fbiikd,  —  You  cannot 
Imagine  how  much  I  waa  intereated  and  afFeoted  by  re- 
oeiving  your  token  of  your  kind  recollection,  after  the 
interval  of  ao  many  yeara.  Your  brother  Henry  break- 
faated  with  me  yeaterday,  and  gave  me  the  letter  and  the 
book,  which  aerved  me  aa  a  matter  of  much  melancholy 
reflection  for  many  boura. 

Hardly  anything  makea  the  mind  recoil  ao  much  upon 
itaelf,  aa  the  being  auddenly  and  atrongly  recalled  to 
timea  long  paat,  and  that  by  the  voice  of  one  whom  we 
have  ao  much  loved  and  reapected.  Do  not  think  I  have 
ever  forgotten  you,  or  the  many  happy  daya  I  paaaed  in 
Frederick  Street,  in  aociety  which  fate  haa  aeparated  ao 
far,  and  for  ao  many  yeara. 

The  little  volume  waa  particularly  acceptable  to  me, 
aa  it  acquainted  me  with  many  circumBtancea,  of  which 
diatance  and  imperfect  communication  had  either  left  me 
entirely  ignorant,  or  had  tranamitted  only  inaccurate  in- 
formation. 

Alaa,  my  dear  friend,  what  can  the  ntmoat  efforta  of 
friendahip  offer  you,  beyond  the  aympathy  which,  how- 
ever aincere,  mnat  aonnd  like  an  empty  compliment  in 
the  ear  of  affliction?  God  knowa  with  what  willingneaa 
I  would  undertake  anything  which  might  afford  you  the 
melancholy  conaolation  of  knowing  how  much  your  old 


««"      TO  COUNTESS  PURGSTALL       ,„ 

tJ«.r.fore.  which  Jolu/,  SJi.'t^°'  ""I''-     ?"  '""«•. 

qu.t.  th«y  .,«  to  «p««  thi  f  ;•     '?"  °""*  '"•J- 

do  wh.,  ^y  b.  g.J5:L  to  yot  """""  ■  '"''"'•  "»''  •» 

P~tici  in.moX"'  'wt  vt';"'",,  r' J"""^"  '" 
'rinner.  without  cor tinui^  th,^!  tiS  f  "*''  f"  ""  » 
of  «ny  credit  I  h.d  «n„"L  Cm  i  7'!'  '*8«"^ 
deuce  of  giving  way  Wo 'ft    ^"^«'';  '«>'  «>•  pru- 

My  health  suffered  horridly  hurt   year  I  lh!„l,  t^ 
OTer-Iabor  and  excitatinn.  ...a  .VT     ?  .  '.     ""^  "o™ 
eatly  restored  toiU^uj'J'^  tj^"  "  "'"'  "PP"- 

painful  disorder  (spa^rint2;^tom.T  *?'>  ""^ 
M  proce«,  of  c"y  rotl„„  T  ^"^  the  fright- 
>«n.ed  that  n,y  f^etas'  ^Xj'^l  f^lT?'  ' 
-«  conviction  which  I  will  iZ,  w„  •'  *."'  "°° 
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course  my  attraotic  n  to  Oiatz  would  be  very  strong.  I 
fear  thia  is  the  only  chance  of  our  meeting  in  this  world 

we,  who  once  saw  each  other  daily !  for  I  imderstand 

from  George  and  Henry  that  there  is  little  chance  of 
your  coming  here.  And  when  I  look  around  me,  and 
consider  how  many  changes  you  would  see  in  feature, 
form,  and  fashion,  amongst  all  you  knew  and  loved ;  and 
how  much,  no  sudden  squall,  or  violent  tempest,  but  the 
slow  and  gradual  progress  of  life's  long  voyage,  has  sev- 
ered all  the  gallant  fellowships  whom  you  left  spreading 
their  sails  to  the  morning  breeze,  I  really  am  not  sure 
that  you  would  have  much  pleasure. 

The  gay  and  wild  romance  of  life  is  over  with  all  of  us. 
The  real,  dull,  and  stem  history  of  humanity  has  made  a 
far  greater  progress  over  our  heads;  and  age,  dark  and 
unlovely,  has  laid  his  crutch  over  the  stoutest  fellow's 
shoulders.  One  thing  your  old  society  may  boast,  that 
they  have  all  run  their  course  with  honor,  and  almost  all 
with  distinction;  and  the  brother  suppers  of  Frederick 
Street  have  certainly  made  a  very  considerable  figure  in 
the  world,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  her  talents  under 
whose  auspices  they  were  assembled. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  sights  which  you  would  see 
in  Scotland,  as  it  now  stands,  would  be  your  brother 
Greorge  in  possession  of  the  most  beautiful  and  romantic 
place  in  Clydesdale  —  Corehouse.  I  have  promised  often 
to  go  out  with  him,  and  assist  him  with  my  deep  experi- 
ence as  a  planter  and  landscape  gardener.  I  promise  yon 
my  oaks  will  outlast  my  laurels;  and  I  pique  myself  more 
upon  my  compositions  for  manure  than  on  any  other  com- 
positions whatsoever  to  which  I  was  ever  accessary.  But 
BO  much  does  business  of  one  cort  or  other  engage  us 
both,  that  we  never  have  been  able  to  fix  a  time  which 
suited  us  both;  and  with  the  utmost  wish  to  make  out  the 
party,  perhaps  we  never  may. 

This  is  a  melancholy  letter,  but  it  is  chiefly  so  from 
the  sad  tone  of  yours  —  who  have  had  such  real  disasters 
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to  lament  — whUo  mine  i.  n„l„  *i.    v  ^'' 

which  a  retrospoot  oThJan  Lt/    ""T"'  *"'^''"' 

only  to  U  aXmed  of  ite  "L  r"""  "'  "*«•  ^  J»™ 
termkationXlh^eMa  «^"'^'  ""•  "^'^  "^  '" 
trine  „f  ohaioe,,  to  W,^!  !tr"'  "^'"^ '"'  «■«  <J»«- 
attend  me  fore™,  I  ^vTLf  aH?  ^^  ^'"''^  '"" 
n-ising  family,  many  frtnl  fi  f  ^ot'onate  and  p™. 
no  enemies  _  and  iorerffj^  ^?'f '"'•  "'«'•  ^  "-i-t. 
«<»»*„«  ever  p^^^^^  ItLTeV^-^^^  '^  -- 

j.ppt»r;^xn„rtdti.-'t^?  "t-"- 

best  of  my  power  I  h,,  .  '  *'"'''•  ^  "^dy  to  the 
i.  by  nati^"^'- J  ^'*  "^  ^^^l^'.  which  yon  W 

that  irritabUityof  di,t«S  "J  k  r/"'*"'^  «°«"ly 
like  the  slave  in  the  S  '  wj'r^  ^  "■'"''  »  PJ-^ted, 
mg  his  trinmph         ^       ^'"'  *"  P"™»»  his  enjoy- 

thl^tt!'iTnd:::,t  ^V?"-^  ''*  — ""^  ^ 

.pp^hended-lZt  ^r  StXto  ''^^.  "  *°  *» 
adventitious  advantages,  Tl  wouU  1        '""i"'  *'*'« 

"omething  extremely^:Lf"rtabTe  but  Jv  ^l""  ''""'  " 
"hift  to  do  withont.i  .        ''™'"^'  ""*  which  I  can  make 

4%HeX';;rwroseT^;,'"Tcrth'°  """^''  *°  «■« 

amidst  the  meridian  s^e^^3  v  **"'  sympathized 
I  may  take  this  opt,l„fcrrf  ?•  "T"  ""'%  career, 
Basil  HaU's  conjC  of^wr-"'"^'  *'''*  ^•^f^'^ 
of  Diana  Vemon.lZL^  to  mvIT/,'^''  .""■  ""P"'' 
-neal,  and  thai  /Ct^  SVrJh^:^rt 

month,  rf  l.„  ii,e,  I  .Z^l\^r"'  ^  P«fr»t.U  dnri-w  U..  JS 
•boot  Scott'.  h«ltk  tWiTT™.^  "T'  "■  """"qMiic.  of  ui  .TO-J.^ 

"Wkt  to  I1.T,  «M  1821.  ^  ^  l«>weTer,  .uiBcimt  .TMwie,  that  I 
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best  in  the  days  of  her  intercourse  with  Sir  Walter,  ex- 
press the  same  opinion  in  the  most  decided  manner.    But 

to  return.  n     t-    u     • 

While  The  Pirate  was  advancing  under  Mr.  irslnne  s 
eye,  Scott  had  even  more  than  the  usual  allowance  of 
minor  literary  operations  on  hand.     He  edited  a  reprint 
of  a  curious  old  book,  called  Franok's  Northern  Memoir, 
and  the  Contemplative  Angler;  and  he  also  prepared  for 
the  press  a  volume  published  soon  after,  under  die  title  of 
"Chronological  Notes  on  Scottish  Affairs,  1680  to  1701, 
from  the  Diary  of  Lord  FounteinhaU."    The  professional 
writings  of  that  celebrated  old  Uwyer  had  been  much  in 
his  hands  from  his  early  years,  on  account  of  the  inci- 
dental light  which  they  throw  on  the  event*  of  a  most 
memorable  period  in  Scottish  history:  and  he  seems  to 
have  contemplated  somb  more  considerable  selection  from 
his  remains,  but  to  have  dropped  these  intentions,  on 
being  given  to  understand  that  they  might  interfere  with 
those  of  Lord  FountainhaU's  accomplished  representative, 
the  present  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder,  Baronet.     It  is, 
however,  to  be  regretted  that  Sir  Thomas's  promise  of 
a  Life  of  his  eminent  ancestor  has  not  yet  been  re- 
in August  appeared  the  volume  of  the  Novelists'  li- 
brary containing  Scott's  Life  of  SmoUett;  and  it  being 
now  ascertained  that  John  Ballantyne  had  died  a  debtor, 
the  editor  offered  to  proceed  with  this  series  of  prefaces 
on  the  footing  that  the  whole  profits  of  the  work  should 
BO  to  his  widow.     Mr.  Constable,  whose  health  was  now 
beginning  to  break,  had  gone  southwards  in  quest  of 
more  genial  air,  and  was  at  Hastings  when  he  heard  of 
this  proposition.     He  immediately  wrote  to  me,  entreat- 
ing  me  to  r.!present  to  Sir  Walter  that  the  undertakmg, 
having  been  coldly  received  at  first,  was  unlikely  to  grow 
in  favor  if  continued  on  the  same  plan  — that  in  his 
opinion  the  bulk  of  the  volumes,  and  the  smaU  type  of 
their  text,  had  been  unwisely  chosen,  for  a  work  of  mere 
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entertainment,  and  could  onlv  be  ...it..).!.  * 
reWe;   that  ^tynA^.^Z^^^X"^^ 

fte  fU,t  .ene,  of  the  Waverley  Bomanoes,  annoa^c^ 
jnth  h«  own  name  a.  publirfier,  and  Scotf.  a.  S^ 

a  Select  Library  of  English  Poetry,  with  pref^es  and 
ofm,'^.-""'  T"  "^^^  «»diilc„lating  ^t  e.^ 
ttZr^'Tvv'"^'^  "^"^  *°  twenty-afe^luTt 

ri^rs^r^r&:-r^£ 

tion  wia  Constable  was  never  renewed.  "egon*- 

W   "I  1" V,°  ^!  °*  ""y  "rt,  he  answered  a.  fol- 

or  4ey  aTrat^f  ^  ^^  '^'"^  '^^  entertainment, 
they  are  rather  flunsjy  written,  being  done  merely 
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to  oblige  a  friend:  they  were  yoked  tea  great,  m-condi. 
tioned,  lubberly,  double^lumned  book,  wtaoh  they  were 
88  useful  to  tug  along  a.  a  set  of  flea,  would  be  to  draw 
a  maU-ooaoh.     It  is  very  diffieult  to  answer  your  Lady- 
rfup'8  curious  question  conoeming  chang;e  of  taste;  but 
whether  in  young  or  old,  it  tJce.  pUce  m«H.s.b  y  witih- 
out  the  parties  being  aware  of  it.'    A  grand-aunt  of  my 
own,  Mrs.  Keith  of  Eavelston,  -  who  was  a  pe«on  rf 
«>me  condition,  being  a  daughter  of  Sir  Jolm  Swmton 
of  Swinton,- lived  with  unabated  vigor  of  mteUeot  to 
a  yery  advanced  age.     She  was  very  fond  of  reading, 
and  enjoyed  it  to  the  last  of  her  long  life.     One  day 
she  asked  me,  when  we  happened  to  be  alone  together, 
whether  I  had  ever  seen  Mrs.  Behn's  novels? -I  con- 
fessed the  charge.  -  Whether  I  could  get  her  a  si^t  of 
them?— I  said,  with  sbme  hesitation,  I  believed  I  could, 
but  that  I  did  not  think  she  would  like  either  the  mn- 
ners,  or  the  language,  which  approached  too  near  that 
of  Charles  II.'s  time  to  be  quite  proper  reading.       «ev- 
ertheless,'  said  the  good  old  lady,  'I  remember  ftem 
being  so  much  admired,  and  being  so  much  interested  m 
them  myself,  that  I  wish  to  look  at  them  again.      To 
hear  was  to  obey.    So  I  sent  Mrs.  Aphra  Behn,  curiously 
sealed  up,  with  '  private  and  confidential    on  the  pactot, 
to  my  ray  old  grand-aunt.     The  next  time  I  saw  her 
afterwaris,  she  gave  me  back  Aphra,  properly  wrapped 
up,  witn  nearly  these  words:   '  Take  back  your  Wy 
Mrs.  Behn;  and,  if  you  wiU  take  my  advice,  put  her  m 
the  fire,  for  I  found  it  impossible  to  get  through  the  very 

^^i.  bT  «.methi«g  wa  of  MtakeiBi.,  to  Mi  .load  The  Jfon  »/  Ff^- 

SSl  W  n^  with  -I*™  Mid  mM.y  to..*  In  her  girlhood  *.  No^ 
MrtT™.  the  p«.HWttd  book  which  dl  Jo~«  I"™"'"-*^,^,'^ 
N«  Ao^Ti^il  it  fJl.  in  th.ir  «T,  it  i«t««t.  then,  not 't^-^ 
rW^  th.  ,.««do.-ldohSirWidtetri«to™r«.-S«SAe- 
ZJm^'I"  tboo-crvu  of  IM,  Io.i.a  S(««,  pp.  283-S.m] 
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alone,  feel  »y„lf  X-ld  to^^^'/b^^r'tv'''^^^ 

mu,t  be  in  a  cono.tenatSo.^SnS'it"']'''?  "'"• 
the  general  taste  must  J,.,   -^"""SV  — we  fashion,  or 

or  put  hun  on^rSu^"'4^P.°n^^'""'«  "«  ?'«-<>. 
dre^.     K  Clarissa  sh^a^LL  a    ■'J"""''  ^""^ 

piotnie  of  manners  in  town  and  i-nn^^J  ^     ^'""S  ' 

p-  of  the  ..^  0,  j^rr^T^rStetr^a 

^°The"n  :^^  "^'"•''  T""*  M»--V  -dS 
«w™ey-     When  the  prmtine  had  reached  fj..  toj 

however,  he  was  told*^  eandMHy^^W  *^  uf  Z^' 
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good  a  romuoe  M  he  had  ever  penned;  and  a  few  dayt 
afterwardi  he  laid  to  me  — patting  Sibyl'e  neck  tffl  iha 
danced  under  him,  —  "You  were  all  quite  right:  if  the 
letten  had  paaMd  for  genuine  they  would  have  found 
favor  only  with  a  few  musty  antiquaries,  and  if  the  joke 
were  detected,  there  was  not  story  enough  to  carry  it  off. 
I  shall  bum  the  sheeto,  and  give  you  Bonny  King  Jamie 
and  all  bis  tail  in  the  old  shape,  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
Captain  Goffe  within  view  of  the  gallows." 

Such  was  the  origin  of  The  Fortunes  of  Nigel.  As 
one  set  of  the  uncompleted  Letters  has  been  preserved, 
I  shall  here  insert  a  specimen  of  them,  in  which  the 
reader  will  easily  recognixe  the  germ  of  more  than  one 
scene  of  the  novel.' 

JKHSra  HlBlULir  TO  THI  LOBO  — — • 

Mt  Lobd,  —  Towching  this  new  mishsppe  of  Sir  Thomas, 
whereof  yonr  Loidtbippe  makes  qnerie  of  me,  I  wolde  hartiUe 
that  I  oould,  truth  and  my  boonden  dutie  alweyn  Ante  satis- 
fied, make  sache  answer  as  were  faille  pleusunte  to  me  to 
write,  or  unto  your  LordBhippe  to  reade.  Bat  what  remedy  ? 
yonng  men  will  have  Btirriog  bloodes ;  and  the  courtier41ke 
gaUants  of  the  time  will  be  gamesome  aud  dangeroas,  as  thef 
have  beene  in  dayes  past  I  think  your  Lordshippe  is  so  wise 
as  to  caste  one  eye  backe  to  yoar  own  more  javenile  time, 
whllest  you  looke  forward  with  the  other  upon  this  misohaanee, 
which,  upon  my  lyf e,  will  be  f ounde  to  be  no  otherwise  harmful 

>  [Tiro  of  Sir  Walter**  friondi  wwo  to  Mdit  him  in  thMe  Privatt  IM- 
tert.  On  Juno  16  ho  wiltM  to  Ml.  Morritt :  "  Pray,  my  good  Loid  of 
Bokeliy,  bo  my  wry  gnciona  »ooel  lord,  nnd  think  of  onr  piiated  ktt«ii. 
It  will  bo  an  sdninble  amnHmmt  f  i  yon,  nnd  I  hold  yon  aooonntehle 
for  two  or  three  •oademlMil  si^rtlMof  th»  poiiod,  foU  of  thninping  qnota- 
tiou  of  Qieek  uj  LMin  in  oidor  to  oipUn  what  ne«d»  no  eipUaatioa, 
and  fortify  ■entimenln  which  an  indiipntaUa."  In  another  letter,  OM  of 
hie  bat,  writbrn  to  LocUiart  from  Napba  hi  the  epring  of  1882,  Scott 
aaya:  "  Ton  may  remember  a  work  in  which  onp  dear  and  aeeanpUdiad 
friend.  Lady  Loniaa,  ooadcooended  to  take  an  oar,  and  which  ahe  haadlad 
moat  admirably.  It  U  a  eoppceed  act  of  eitracle  ...  from  a  collection  ia 
Jamee  VI'b  time,  the  coatnmc  admirably  paaaerred,  and  like  the  f>«>|^ 
ablewiga  more  natnral  than  one'a  own  hab."— faaiiiiar  Idttn,  toLU. 
p.  laO,  and  Jmmd,  toL  ii.  p.  473.] 
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ha  honour.  A.  I  «n  a  tww  n»n,  „d  your  Lonbhip',^™ 
b^  «d  bound.,  „rv«.,  I  Uunk  th^,  liv«Tot  ^8.^" 
m«.  mor.  to,w  u.  hi.  fri.uda  th«  Si,  n.„™«, ,  „d  tlCS 

taTour,  that  hi.  f.th.r,  were  the  gode  knight  alyre,  .hould  not 
h«e  »o«  ^yewith  him  th^fluie^ou,  IlX^^t 
f»  «  th  T  ,^^  Py*  *"  x-"  <U«»«1  betwene  brlrene 

toM  y»»  L««Uh.ppe  tW  Sir  Thom«  i.  .udden.  in  hi. 
•nger,  „d  .  w«  but  on  Wednetri.y  U.t  th.t  he  wid  to  Z 

wW^«^!C^.r^'  ^"'^  °"'  ""■  "y  ^«''  »y  ""Other, 
wherfore,  trite  th.,  for  feyr  w«ninge,  that  when  I  ,h«U  fynde 

y™ .  -  «.d  tlu.  w«  .poken  with  aU  eame.tneM  of  viwge  and 
S^tlieTl'"*."'  "Zr"^''  *^'^'  "  »■"  ^oWe 

b™  ^      J"^  5'°"  """  '''™'"'   «  "«  ou    of  your 

hou«  make  ™ch  re,H.rt.  of  me,  and  of  that  which  I  have  ^ 
to.  to  yon  u.  .ymplenew  of  horle,  and  in  obedience  to  Z, 

»»Lorf,  I  wolde  thi,  wa.  weU  looked  to.  otherwey.  ^^ 

^.K  .^".'"T"*  "«'"  •«  *»  hand«n  with  myherte^ 
WWe  the  .tool  of  a  Milan  poignado.    Nathele™,  I  wiU  p^S' 

«ye,  and  not  otherwue.  It  hap'd  that  one  lUine,,  the  maeZ 
n^hiT^  ;'  r'  ;"  '"""-l^ce  at  courte,  wherein  he  U 

rf  the  beste  who  hannte  hi.  hon«,  havyng  diet  ther  for  money 
^a^ZTTh  "«*r  *'"*"''  ™  *»  t""  -"W  piece  of  cho^o 
T  '  ^  ...  ".  v"  ^""^  """'*  '"d"  »». »'  the  purpo.  holde. 
not.  and  the  Ahcant  beeometh  Rurtard.  Wei,  .Syl^riX 
the,  wer  «.d  muBic,  lu.tie  helthe.  «.d  diirie  brata^T- »m™ 
«ye  fa^  Wye.  ri«.,  of  which  I  know  nought,  JTl.  ^ 
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V.Mti»n  glMM '  u«  ""n™*  Whereupon  Sir  ThomM,  yoor 
LordAippe  .hd  .«he  con.trae.  ^^^^,^3^  ,h/th«r 
LordAipp.-.  hrother,  '»°r^*nVwUdT«n.and.  th. 
th.t  w.re  hi.  game  «  ^^•^^;^.'^:  fc.  br.wi..t«. 

that  Sir  ThonuMi  might  {^Vj*^!,  |^„,  throwing  down 
lirted.    ■W^'™P°»y°".J;*'T^i!h Ttbif-iioungoe., 

hi.  g«n.  or  ™"V  *"^r'' X  .  .torie,  for  prewntU.  young 
BiuU  matter  thu  to  make  men  a  tm  ,       r  ^ 

«rie  ««e,  and  yo»  ■»-«"  "T  **^  "J,  g^.^,.  and  Tjrt., 
none  rightty  knowmg  whex  _or.   ^  J?!  ^  ,t„  „  „idom 

firilMi,  had  been  a.  be.y  »•"  "  ^    themsilve.  to  their 

^'  '^.flr  ™  .^n^of^ndder.,  and  h«.dying  of 
weapone.  ;  »  ther  wa.  Donnou^  ^^  ^  chiming  of 

''"^^'r^dd^.'^^'lSgS^  r«C^™he,  and,  a.  •« 
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My  Lord,  thii  u  the  hoI«  of  the  luter  «>  f„  . 
Md  uudou.  ««h  h«l  therein  ./-.^  *.^  ^  "  "^  ••""« 
"Mo.  to  your  •ToTbrho^tt^tl^l''-'^""^- 
kijKBuui  Sir  ThomM,  and  enZSti!^  •  v  t?""™"  *»  "»/ 
roorregarded  cJZ^  IT^XrT^''  °'^'""'"  «" 
Thonu.,  wh.r«,f  idle  b^te^a™"  !*'';»™™  P™°  ""^  ^" 

rw^'^'"'""°^-^"'-'-^d^TrVt' 

wth^'ir'-l ';?  ""^  "■"  -<.nde,,uro„e  dX: 

mt™  ^K  ^u  T  *'""'"  »  '■'"■d'  "d  «"»<Irie  hurt.    Hob 
thooeh  lAckvii„  tt^f^l   .  .      1     "^  '"""k""'  "  ™<*  "•""Be. 
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thi  eniTtien  ud  OnltVInn  mn  i  m  thtt  yt  doM  had*  Iw  not 
ginn,  I  doobt  m*  w«  ihaU  hm*  of  mora  OM«a  Oratonm.  Thai 
win  not  b*  ptmudtd  bat  that  the  qnaml  betwixt  Sir  Thomaa 
and  jming  Darcia  waa  nmnlata  i  and  that  Maitar  Dutton'a 
hnitawaawilfnli  wharaaa,  on  mjr  Ijrf e,  it  will  not  ba  foonda  M. 
Tha  eounaeyl  hath  taan  tha  matter  op,  and  I  here  H.  H. 
ipoke  many  thingi  gravely  and  iolidly>  and  aa  one  who  takath 
to  hart  inch  onhappie  channeee,  both  againat  brauling  and 
drinking.  Sir  Thomaa,  with  othara,  hath  pat  in  plegge  to  ba 
iorthcoming ;  and  n  itrictly  taken  up  waa  the  unhappie  matar 
of  the  Soota  Lord,'  that  if  Booth  ihulde  die,  which  Ood  fora- 
fend,  there  might  be  a  fereful  reckoning:  For  one  cityien 
■ayeth,  I  trust  falilie,  he  aaw  Sir  Thomaa  draw  back  hit  hand, 
baring  in  it  a  drawn  sword,  just  aa  the  coniUbel  felle.  It 
teenia  but  too  constant,  that  thai  were  within  but  short  space  of 
ech  other  when  his  unhappy  ehaonea  befel.  My  Lord,  it  ia  not 
for  me  to  sale  what  eoaraa  your  Lordshippe  should  steer  in  this 
storm,  onlie  that  the  Lord  Chansellour's  godo  worde  wil,  aa 
reaen  is,  do  yeoman's  service.  Schulde  it  comr  to  fine  or  mw 
prisonment,  aa  is  to  be  fared,  why  should  not  year  Lordshippe 
east  the  weyght  into  the  balance  for  that  restraint  which  goode 
Sir  Thomas  must  nedes  bear  himself,  rather  than  for  such  pen- 
alty aa  must  nedes  pinche  the  purses  of  his  frendea.  Yoor 
Lordship  always  knoweth  best ;  but  surely  the  yonge  knyght 
hath  but  litel  reson  to  expect  that  you  shulde  further  engage 
yourself  in  such  bondes  aa  might  be  necessary  to  bring  thia  fine 
unto  the  Chequer.  Nether  have  wise  men  helde  it  unfit  that 
heated  bloode  be  coold  by  sequestration  for  a  space  from  temp- 
tation. There  is  dout,  moreover,  whether  he  may  not  hold 
himself  bounden,  according  to  the  forme  of  faythe  which  such 
gallanta  and  stirring  spirits  profess,  to  have  further  meeting 
with  Master  Philip  Darcie,  or  this  same  Dutton,  or  with  bothe, 
on  this  rare  dependence  of  an  woodeocke's  hede,  and  a  quart- 
pot  ;  eerteynly,  methoughte,  the  last  tym  we  met,  and  when  he 
bare  himself  towards  me,  as  I  have  premonish'd  your  Lord- 
shippe, tlubt  he  was  fitter  for  quiet  residence  under  safe  keep- 
ing, than  for  a  free  walk  a  '  ngat  peceful  men. 

1  "  Paihaps  the  caas  ol  Lord  SaDqahar.  His  Lordship  had  the  miafor- 
ta»  to  be  hso(>d,  for  esnsiiig  a  poor  fsadac-mastat  to  ba  isMiilnstsdi 
whieh  ssems  the  lujjappy  matter  allndsd  to." 
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time)  walk wZirt^thM  ^°  i?"'"*  *■""  '"  -o™ 

Smith),  of  ^^:^^r:^J:x^:^rt^'ri''"" 

between  ,t.  thorough  .tir  of  iTndon  life,  Jd  .Tw, 

■I  He  i-irate,  which  had  been  eiven  to  him  ;„  .    ■    •, 
manner  the  momine  befoM     I  Tm       .1.     /  """'■' 
to  thA  <!fc»^«.      1.  *    .  .  "^""^  »««  *'»'•  (aooordine 

tothe  Sheriff  ,  phraw)  A«  ,melt  roa,t  meat;  here  S 
wa,  every  p,o.pect  of  a  fine  field  for  the  ari  of  r^T 
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UHtmmtt  — 

——^——  riillm.  Bjr  Barir/ 
Apia  I  m;  to  tkM  tlnHl,  B*  ibk, 
TUi  4>7  IkM  ikdt  karc  lagcto." 

TbU  WM  utotlMr  period  o{  "refnibtng  the  muhiiM." 
Xuljr  in  NoTMnber,  I  And  Sir  W*lter  writing  thui  to 
Conitabla'i  putntr,  Mr.  Cadall:  "I  wut  two  booki, 
Maloolm'i  London  Radirinu,  or  wm*  inch  nuw,  and 
Derhuu'i  Artificial  daok-maker."  [The  raader  of  Nigal 
will  nndantand  thaae  laqnaata.]  "  JJl  good  look  to  700, 
oommeroially  and  otharwiM.  I  am  grown  a  ihabbj 
letter-writar,  tor  my  eyea  are  not  ao  young  aa  thay  wera, 
and  I  gmdg«  eTtiything  that  doaa  not  go  to  praaa." 
Such  a  {eeling  mnat  often  hare  been  preaent  wiUi  him; 
yet  I  can  find  no  period  when  he  grudged  writing  a  lettar 
that  might  by  poaiibility  be  of  nae  to  any  of  hii  family 
or  friendi,  and  I  must  quote  one  of  the  many  which 
about  thii  very  time  reached  hia  aecond  aon. 

10  KB.  OHAUiia  acoTT. 
CWi  if  Ha  Bn.  Mr.  Wttliawu,  LamptUr. 

at  Nonmbn,  1891. 
Mt  diab  Chabus,  —  I  had  the  pleaaure  of  your  let- 
ter two  days  ainoe,  being  the  firat  lymptom  of  your  being 
alire  and  well  which  I  have  had  dintily  since  you  left 
Abbotiford.  I  beg  you  will  be  more  frequent  in  your 
communications,  which  muat  always  be  desirable  when 
you  at  J  at  such  a  distance.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you 
are  attending  closely  to  make  up  lost  time.  Sport  is  a 
good  thing  both  for  health  and  pastime;  but  you  must 
never  allow  it  to  interfere  with  serious  study.  Yon  haTe, 
my  dear  boy,  your  own  fortune  to  make,  with  better  aa- 
aistanoe  of  every  kind  than  I  had  when  the  world  flrat 

*  Thm  fan  of  tUa  ApplleatiaD  of  "  my  SnrlT  **  will  not  «m«|w  waj  «■• 
vbo  mnmibon  tha  kind  aad  ffood-hmnond  Torry'i  powor  of  — -~'-f  ■ 
pMraliarly  ntnraiao  aapoet.  TUs  qao«  grimmw  of  look  wio  inTalBoblo 
to  tho  oomadUn  io  MTOtal  of  hfa  boot  porta;  oad  in  printo  Im  oltoD 
oallod  it  np  wlun  hit  hurt  wis  moit  oImmIuL 
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weU.     A  Urg«  party  dined,  and  we  LtT™     u  ^ 
a  KB^  <„-,  A-  T^  gentleman   pnMnt    suns 

ttd7'n,^2.1f      T  J"?.""'- ~"P«»g  Walter.  Loekh.,^ 

.bout  h»'a.  a  flwiThCr^^:::  "^vr*"" 

n-*"  wWi  .  hog.  .^"ILT^Sl^li^"!!'™'™'^  h  wi  ki. 
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Yon  ask  me  abont  reading  histoiy.  Ton  are  qnite 
right  to  read  Clarendon  —  his  style  is  a  little  long- 
winded;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  characters  may 
match  those  of  the  ancient  historians,  and  one  thinhg 
they  would  know  the  very  men  if  you  were  to  muet  them 
in  society.  Few  Englidi  writers  have  the  same  preci- 
sion, either  in  describing  the  actors  in  great  scenes,  or 
the  deeds  which  they  performed.  He  was,  you  are 
aware,  himself  deeply  engaged  in  the  scenes  which  he 
depicts,  and  therefore  colors  them  with  the  individual 
feeling,  and  sometimes,  doubtless,  with  the  partiality  of 
a  partisan.  Yet  I  think  he  is,  on  the  whole,  a  fair 
writer;  for  though  he  always  endeavors  to  excuse  King 
Charles,  yet  he  points  out  his  mistakes  and  errors,  which 
certainly  are  neither  few  nor  of  slight  consequence. 
Some  of  his  histoiy  regards  the  country  in  which  you  are 
now  a  resident;  and  yon  will  find  that  much  of  die  fate 
of  that  Great  Civil  War  turned  on  the  successful  resist- 
ance made  by  the  city  of  Gloucester,  and  the  relief  of 
that  place  by  the  Earl  of  Essex,  by  means  of  the  trained 
bands  of  London,  — a  sort  of  force  resembling  our  local 
militia  or  volunteers.  They  are  the  subject  of  ridicule 
in  all  the  plays  and  poems  of  the  time;  yet  the  sort  of 
practice  of  arms  which  they  liad  acquired,  enabled  them 
to  withstand  the  charge  of  Prince  Bupert  and  his  gallant 
cavalry,  who  were  then  foiled  for  the  first  time.  Bead, 
my  dear  Charles,  read,  and  read  that  which  is  useful. 
Man  only  differs  from  birds  and  beasts,  because  he  has 
the  means  of  availing  himself  of  the  knowledge  acquired 
by  his  predecessors.  The  swallow  builds  the  same  nest 
which  its  father  and  mother  built;  and  the  sparrow  does 
not  improve  by  the  experience  of  its  parents.  The  son 
of  the  learned  pig,  if  it  had  one,  would  be  a  mere  brute, 
fit  only  to  make  bacon  of.  It  is  not  so  with  the  human 
race.  Our  ancestors  lodged  in  caves  and  wigwams, 
where  we  construct  palaces  for  the  rich,  and  comfortable 
dwellings  for  the  poor;  and  why  is  this  —  but  because 
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o^  eye  u  enabled  to  look  bwk  upon  the  pa.t,  to  improve 

errors?  This  can  only  be  done  by  .tndying  history,  and 
oomp^mg  it  with  passing  events.  Q!rL7^  ^u 
a  strong  memory,  and  the  power  of  understanding  ^t 
wluoh  you  give  your  mmd  to  with  attention  -  but^  the 
^««tage  to  be  derived  from  these  qualities  must  depend 
ZIT  T  "'f '*?"°»f  ™  to  avail  yourself  of  them.^d 
«np«ve  them  to  the  uttermost.  That  you  should  d^  «,. 
»nU  be  (ie  greatest  »t«faction  I  can  receive  in  my  ad 

turned  on  the  succe«i  of  my  children.  Write  to  me 
more  frequently,  and  mention  your  studies  part^cuLr 
and  I  wdl  on  my  side  be  a  good  correspondent.  ^ 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams.     I 
have  left  no  room  to  sign  myself  .nur  affeotiomite  father, 

W.  S. 

To  return  to  business  and  Messrs.  Constable.  -  Sir 
WJter  oonelnded,  before  he  went  to  town  in  Noveml«r 
potter  negotMtion  of  importance  with  this  house.  Thev 
agreed  to  give  for  the  remaining  copyright  of  tie  foii 
novel,  pubhshed  between  December,  1819,  and  JanuaT 
1821 -to  wit,  Ivanhoe,  The  Momutery^,  The  AbW. 

m  .h"'J':,-'^T''*  ■""  "^  «™  th^d  g^in^*: 
The  stipulation  about  not  revealing  the  author'!  muae 

hZ^k    h  ?"l     "}  "f"^'  "»"'  *^  t""!™  ""onths- 
h.™l'in  "f^  "i**^  »*  '*"'  -^"'OOO  >»fo"  this 

bargam  was  completed.     They,  like  their  predecesw,,, 

"SLtori Jr^""  "  *  "''1!'^'™  •'»»»'  -»<1»  thel^T  rf 

Historical  Komances,  by  the  Author  of  Waverley  " 

1  oannot  pretend  to  guess  what  the  actual  state  of 

Soott.  pecuniary  a«E«r,  was  at  the  time  when  John 

adlantyne's  death  relieved  them  from  one  great  source 

to  ^^t™*""  '^''/"S'"J*y-    But  I  have  ^  e^ 
to  «,tisfy  every  reader,  that  when  he  began  the  .ecor^, 
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and  far  the  larger  division  of  bis  building  at  Abbotsford, 
he  must  have  contemplated  the  utmost  sum  it  could  cost 
him  as  a  mere  trifle  in  relation  to  the  resources  at  hit 
command.  He  must  have  reckoned  on  clearing  ^30,000 
at  least  in  the  course  of  a  oouple  of  years  by  the  novels 
written  within  such  a  period.  The  publisher  of  his 
Tales,  who  best  knew  how  they  were  produced,  and  what 
they  brought  of  gross  profit,  and  who  must  have  had  the 
strongest  interest  iu  keeping  the  author's  name  untar- 
nished by  any  risk  or  reputation  of  failure,  would  will- 
ingly, as  we  have  seen,  have  given  him  £6000  more 
within  a  space  of  two  years  for  works  of  a  less  serious 
sort,  likely  to  be  despatched  at  leisure  hours,  without  at 
all  interfering  with  the  main  manufacture.  But  alas, 
even  this  was  not  all.  Messrs.  Constable  had  such  faith 
in  the  prospective  fertility  of  his  imagination,  that  they 
were  by  this  time  quite  raady  to  sign  bargains  and  grant 
bills  for  novels  and  romances  to  be  produced  hereafter, 
but  of  which  the  subjects  and  the  names  were  alike  un- 
known to  them  and  to  the  man  from  whose  pen  they 
were  to  proceed.'  A  forgotten  satirist  well  says,  — 
"  The  aetiTe  principle  viUun 
Worki  on  lome  bimiu  tbe  effaet  of  gin; " 

but  in  his  case,  every  external  influence  combined  to  stir 
the  flame,  and  swell  the  intozioatiou  of  restless  exuberant 
energy.  His  allies  knew,  indeed,  what  he  did  not,  that 
the  sale  of  his  novels  was  rather  less  than  it  had  been  in 
the  days  of  Ivanhoe;  and  hints  had  sometimes  been 
dropped  to  him  that  it  might  be  well  to  try  the  effect  of 
a  pause.  But  he  always  thought  —  and  James  Ballan- 
tyne  had  decidedly  the  same  opinion — that  his  best 
things  were  those  which  he  threw  off  the  most  easily  and 
swif^y ;  and  it  wa*  no  wonder  that  his  booksellers,  seeing 

>  Kf.  Cnddlmjn:  "TUi  darao  <oi  raUn(  Dm  vind  ma  tko  ody imI 
lagaoT  UH  by  Jobn  BnUontynoto  hb  graerooa friend ;  itiria  invented 
to  make  np  for  the  bad  Dook  itoek  of  the  Hanover  Street  eaooen,  vhleh 
anppliad  lo  aneh  goad  money  for  the  pambf  hoar,"  —  (1648.) 
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how  inuneMnrably  eyen  his  wonrt  exoeUed  in  popnlaritr 
«  m  ment,  „y  other  pe«on'.  bert,  dH,„ld  ha^^S 
fc»m  the  experiment  of  a  deoUive  d«nper.  On  tbe^! 
tnuy,  they  might  be  eionwd  for  fK.ni  time  to  time  Z 
tering  thenuelve,  that  if  the  book,  „M  at  alT,^ 
th«  might  be  oounterpoi«d  by  rtiJl  greater  ra^i^rf 
producbon.  They  eould  not  Lke  ^eir  3  to 
CM  the  peerle„  ye«el  adrift;  and,  in  short,  after  "er^ 

mg  bnrden  of  BaUantyne's  song-to  p„,h  on,  hoistke 
more  and  more  sail  as  the  wind  luUed  •  «»«"g 

He  was  as  eager  to  do  as  they  could  be  to  suggest- 
and  this  I  weU  knew  at  the  time.  I  had  howe^«» 
no^on,  nntil  all  hi.  «,r™spondence  lay  ^o're  n^  rf'^: 
extent  to  which  he  had  permitted  hiLself  thus  ;arly  to 
bmld  on  the  chances  of  life,  health,  and  continued^^n- 
S^«'S<^  w""'/'"*f""  "*  N'Sel  issued  frorS^e 
CL^^.  ^  **,°'^^,  »»*™°»t»,  and  received  hi, 
bookwller  s  bills,  for  no  less  than  four  "works  of  He 

^.~T  "^  ?"'"  »*•'«"'!»  described  in  the  deeds 
rf  agr^ment-to  be  produced  in  mibroken  sucoessiT 
each  of  them  to  fill  at  least  three  volumes,  but  ^1 
proper  sa^g  cUuses  a,  to  inc««.e  of  oopy.J^eyTb 
caw  any  of  them  should  nm  to  four.  And  withi^^C 
years  aU  this  anticipation  had  been  wiped  off  bv  Peveril 
^the  Peak,  Quentin  Durward,  St.  Can's  ^eK 
Eedgauntlet;  ^d  the  new  castle  was  by  that  time  com- 

tim-'rt  Tf  <"™'«  "'*  «»  ite  'PJendor;  but  by  that 
tune  the  end  also  wag  approaching ! 

nejplendid  romance  of  The  Pirate  ^  publidwd  in 
tte  ^gmn„g  of  December,  1821!  and  the  wild  fredme» 

rJ!!i  T^^"'  **  '*""**J  """t™'  of  Minna  and 
Brenda,  and  the  exquisitely  drawn  character  of  Captain 
Oeveland,  found  the  reception  which  they  deseJ^ 
^  work  was  anjysed  with  remarkable  can,  in  the 
^^f'^T'  ••?  »  «"'i°  '""ood  to  few,  either  in 
the  manly  heartmess  of  his  sympathy  with  the  felioitie. 
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of  genius,  or  in  the  honest  aouteness  of  hia  censure  in 
oases  of  negligenoe  and  confusion.  This  was  the  second 
of  a  series  of  articles  in  that  Journal,  conceived  and  ex- 
ecuted in  a  tone  widely  different  from  those  given  to 
Waverley,  Guy  Mannering,  and  The  Antiquary.  I  fancy 
Mr.  Gifford  had  become  convinced  that  he  had  made  a 
grievous  mistake  in  this  matter,  before  he  acquiesced  in 
Scott's  proposal  about  "quartering  the  child  "  in  Janu- 
ary, 1816 ;  and  if  he  was  fortunate  in  finding  a  contrib- 
utor able  and  willing  to  treat  the  rest  of  Father  Jede- 
diah's  progeny  with  excellent  skill,  and  in  a  spirit  more 
accordant  with  the  just  and  general  sentiments  of  the 
public,  we  must  also  recognize  a  pleasing  antl  honorable 
tnut  of  character  in  the  frankness  with  which  the  recluse 
and  often  despotic  editor  now  delegated  the  pen  to  Mr. 
Senior.  1 

On  the  18th  December,  Sir  Walter  received  a  copy  of 
Cain,  as  yet  unpublished,  from  IJord  Byron's  bookseller, 
who  had  been  instructed  to  ask  whether  he  had  any 
objection  to  having  the  "Mystery"  dedicated  to  him.  He 
replied  in  these  words:  — 

TO  JOHK  MUBBAT,   XSQ.,  ALBEHABLB   STREET,   LONDON. 

EDnfBUBOH,  nth  Deomnbar,  1831. 
Mt  de^b  Sib,  —  I  accept  with  feelings  of  great  obli- 
gation the  fluttering  proposal  of  Lord  Byron  to  prefix 
my  name  to  the  very  grand  and  tremendous  drama  of 
Cain.  I  may  be  partial  to  it,  and  you  will  allow  I  have 
cause ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  his  Muse  has  ever  taken 
so  lofty  a  flight  amid  her  former  soarings.  He  haa  cer- 
tainly matched  Milton  on  his  own  ground.  Some  part 
of  the  language  is  bold,  and  may  shock  one  class  of 
readers,  whose  tone  will  be  adopted  by  others  out  of 
afEeotation  or  envy.  But  then  they  must  condemn  the 
Paradise  Lost,  if  they  have  a  mind  to  be  consistent. 
The  flendlike  reasoning  and  bold  blasphemy  of  the  fiend 
and  of  his  pupil  lead  exactly  to  the  point  which  wa*  to 
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be  eipeoted-the  oonuniMion  of  the  first  murder,  and 
the  rum  and  despab  of  the  perpetrator. 

8elf  o?  m1^  ^^  "'L'""  ""  "*"«'  tl-^  ""thor  him- 
^tl^'tf"^:  ^  ^"^  t»ke8  the  language  of 
that  «ot,  doubtless,  because,  not  being  able  to  Zfll 

S^rr!L    I  .    "TP'*-*°  »  """"ing  equality 
moh  a  being,  can  only  be  used  to  deceive  and  to  betray 
Lord  Byron  might  have  made  this  more  eZ^tL 
pUcmg  ,n  the  mouth  of  Adam,  or  of  some  eo^  Jd  „™ 
^hng  sprit,  the  reason,  which  render  .^e^ZJrf 
Se^  '  ^r^f  W  '"^  *^  S™*"'  benevoC  oTthl 

aware  how  the  e^stence  of  these  is  to  be  re^n^U  wi A 

tl«  benevolence  of    the    great  Creator.  -  Ever  y^ 

''  Waltkb  Scott. 

Life  I°Zl?r*^-"»-  "fT"''*'  "*  S"  ^«"«'  Scott's 
of  wWnW  1.  P"'""'^  **"*""  *"  "21  t»  be  an  affair 
^dW  th^'"  "  ^'"  »aid  nothing;  and  which,  not^^ 
standing  the  examples  I  have  before  me,  I  m^t  be  ex 
oused  for  treating  on  a  scafe  commensura.;  wiThiTiS 
Bhare  and  interest  therem.  I  aUude  to  an  ZoZ^ 
newjyaper,  by  name  The  Beacon,  which  b^Tt 
pjibhshed  in  Edinburgh  in  Jaunty.  182l!Tnd  wa! 
U^^i^  -^^Ptinned  m  the  Augu^rf  the  U^e  y^ 

d^W  the  agitation  of  the  Queen's  business  in  1820- 
rf  H.rv''^*  "■  r^  '^^'^^  counteraction  on  the  part 
2L1.^'°.  ".V  °<""I»P«'™  i"  'ho  north.  James  C- 
Unty^e  had  on  that  occasion  swerved  from  his  banner  - 
and  by  so  domg  given  not  a  little  offence  to  Scott.     He 
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appioTed,  thetefon,  of  the  project  of  a  new  Weekly 
Journal,  to  be  oondnoted  by  some  ateadier  hand;'  and 
when  it  was^  propoMd  to  raiae  the  requieite  capital  for 
the  ipeoalation  by  private  rabioription,  expreaaed  hii 
willingness  to  contribute  whatever  sum  should  be  named 
by  other  gentlemen  of  his  standing.  This  was  accepted 
of  course;  but  every  part  of  the  advice  with  which  the 
only  man  in  the  whole  (enclave  that  understood  a  jot 
about  such  things  coupled  his  tender  of  alliance,  wai 
departed  from  in  practice.  No  experienced  and  respon- 
sible editor  of  the  sort  he  pointed  out  as  indispensable 
was  secured;  the  violence  of  disaffected  spleen  was  en- 
countered by  a  vein  of  satire  which  seemed  more  fierce 
than  frolicsome;  the  Law  OfBoers  of  the  Crown,  whom 
he  had  most  strenuously  cautioned  against  any  participa- 
tion in^  the  concern,  were  rash  enough  to  commit  them- 
selves in  it;  the  subscribers,  like  true  Scotchmen,  in 
place  of  paying  down  their  money,  and  thinking  no  more 
of  that  part  of  the  matter,  chose  to  put  their  names  to 
a  bond  of  security  on  which  the  sum-total  was  to  be 
advanced  by  bankers;  and  thus,  by  their  own  over-cau- 
tion as  to  a  few  pounds,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  long 
train  of  humiliating  distresses  and  disgraces;  and  finally, 
when  the  rude  drollery  of  the  young  hot  bloods  to  whom 
they  had  entrusted  the  editorship  of  their  paper,  pro- 
duced its  natural  consequences,  and  the  ferment  of  Whig 
indignation  began  to  boil  over  upon  the  dignified  patrons 
of  what  was  denounced  as  a  systematic  scheme  of  calumny 
and  defamation  —  these  seniors  shrunk  from  the  dilemma 
as  rashly  as  they  had  plunged  into  it,  and  instead  of  com- 
pelling the  juvenile  allies  to  adopt  a  more  prudent  course, 
and  gradually  give  the  journal  a  tone  worthy  of  open  ap- 
probation, they,  at  the  first  blush  of  personal  difficulty, 

1  It  ita  bMi  imrtod,  rinoa  thb  voA  ani  appMnd,  tlut  tiM  aditoi^ 
■Up  of  tlu  propond  joonal  waa  oltand  to  BalUntjiM,  inil  dediiMd  }ij 
Wm.  If  u,  ha  had  in  doubt  toaid  tha  oSer  aeaompaaiad  with  a  nqniii- 
tioD  o<  poUtieal  pled(as,  wUch  ha  aooM  not  pant.  —  (1839.) 
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A  more  pitiable'  man  of  blunder  and  imbeoaitr  «. 

£r  ^-4- -"^^"'^^s/'^-iL- 
more  of  these,  ohaUenged  Boswell  .„^  ^r  n  ,""■ 
Thi»  tragedy  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  1822;  and 
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toon  aftarwudt  followad  thoM  debate*  on  the  whole  bod- 
nen  in  the  Honee  of  Commoni,  for  whioh,  if  any  teader 
feel*  onrioeity  abont  them,  I  lef er  him  to  the  Parliament- 
ary Hiitorie*  of  the  time.  A  single  extract  from  on* 
of  Soott'i  letten  to  a  member  of  ^e  then  OoTenunent 
In  London  will  be  iofficient  for  my  porpoae ;  and  abnn> 
dandy  oon^lrm  what  I  have  uid  ai  to  hii  penonal  part 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Beacon:  — 

TO  t.  w.  onoKm,  nsQ.,  idkibaitt. 

Mt  diab  Cbokeb,  — ...  I  had  the  fate  of  Cassan- 
dra in  tlie  Beacon  matter  from  beginning  to  end.  I  en- 
deavored in  vain  to  impress  on  them  the  necessity  of 
having  an  editor  who  was  reaUy  up  to  the  business,  and 
could  mix  spirit  with  discretion  —  one  of  those  "gentle- 
men of  the  press,"  who  understand  the  exact  lengths  to 
whioh  they  can  go  in  their  vocation.  Then  I  wished 
them,  in  place  of  that  Bond,  to  have  each  thrown  down 
his  hundred  pounds,  and  never  inquired  more  about  it — 
and  lastly,  I  exclaimed  against  the  Crown  Counsel  being 
at  all  concerned.  In  the  two  first  remonstranoe*  I  was 
not  listened  to  —  in  the  last  I  thought  myself  successful, 
and  it  was  not  till  long  afterwards  that  I  heard  they  had 
actually  subscribed  the  Bond.  Then  the  hasty  renuncia- 
tion of  the  thing,  as  if  we  had  been  doing  something 
very  atrocious,  put  me  mad  altogether.  The  younger 
brethren,  too,  allege  that  they  are  put  into  the  front  of 
the  fight,  and  deserted  on  tin  first  pinch;  and  on  my 
word  I  cannot  say  the  accusation  is  altogether  false, 
though  I  have  been  doing  my  best  to  mediate  betv  ixt  the 
parties,  and  keep  the  peace  if  possible.  The  fact  is,  it 
is  a  blasted  business,  and  will  continue  long  to  have  bad 
consequences.  —  Youis  in  all  love  and  kindness, 

Waltxb  Scott. 
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